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CHAP. LTV. 

CHARLES I. 

Aleclihg of the long parliament* Strafford aud Laud im- 
peached — ' — "Finch and Tffindebank jl\ Great authority 

nf ihe commons — - — The bifljops attached— Tonnage and 

poundage—^ — Trienniel bill^—^Strnffori? s trial ^ • -Bill 
of attainder — ^-Execution of Strafford*— High commif- 
Jion and ftar chamber aboVtfiHd-^^-Kings journey to 
Scotland. 

THE caufes oF difguft which, for above thirty years, C H A P» 
had daily been multiplying in England, were now Li\ . 
come to fall maturity, and threatened the kingdom with *-^V>^ 
fome great revolution or convul (ion. The uncertain end l<> * 0 - 
undefined limits of prerogative and privilege, had been 
eagerly difputed during that whole period; and in every 
controverfy between prince and people, the (qucltion, 
however doubtful, had alwavs been decided by each par- 
ty in favour of its own pretertfions. Too lightly, perhaps, 
moved by the appearance of ncceflity, the king had even 
fiflumed powers incompatible with the principles of limit- 
ted government, and had rendered it impolfible for hi* 
r.iofl zealous partifans entirely to juitify his conduct, ex* 
cept by topics fo unpopular, that they were more fitful 
in the pieTeflt difpofition of men's minds, to inflame, 
than appeafe the general difcontent. Thofe great filp» 
ports of public authority, law and religion, had likcwife,^ 
by the unbounded compliance of judges and prelates, loft 
much of their influence over the people; or rather had, in 
n great meafure, gone over to the fide of friction, anil au- 
thorifed the fpirit ofoppofition ~nd rebellion. Thcnobi-. 
Vol. V. B 
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C I-I A P. lity,alfo, whom the king had no means of retaining by 
LiV. offices and preferments fuitable to their run k, had been 

^— feize4 with the* general difcontent, and unwarily threw 
AC ' themfelves into the fcale which already began too much 
to preponderate. Senlible of fome iucroachments which , 
had been made by royal authority, men entertained no 
jcaloufy of the coinmonp, whofe enterprifes for the ac- 
quifiticn of power had ever been covered with the ap- 
pearjifcee of public goevd, and had hitherto gone uo farther 
than fume difappointed efforts and endeavours. Thcpro- 
grefs of the Scottilh malcontents reduced the crown to 
an entire dependence for fuppiy : Their union with the 
popular party in England brought great accefiion of au- 
thority to the lat'ter> The near profpect of fuccefs roufed 
all latent murmurs and pretentions which had hitherto 
been held in fuch violent conftraint : And the torrent , of 
general i'clhution and opinion ran fo ftrongly againlt the 
court, that the king was in no fituation to refufe any rea- 
fenable demands of the popular leaders, either for defin- 
ing or limiting the powers of his prerogative. Even many 
exorbitant claims, in his prefent fituation, would proba- 
bly be made, and muft ncceflarily be complied with. 

The triumph of the malcontents over the church was 
not yet fu immediate er certain. Though the political and 
rcfigioiM puritans mutually lent affifta'nee to each other, 
there were many who joined the former, yet declined all 
connexion with the latter. The hierarchy had been eftab- 
liilied in England ever fmce the reformation: The Ro- 
rnifh church, in all ayes, had carefully maintained that 
form of ecckfutiic.il government: The ancient fathers too 
bcre teftimony to epifoopal jurifdiclion ; And though par- 
ty may feeaa at tint to have had place among Chriftian 
pallors, the period during which it prevailed was fo flion, 
that few undifpuied traces of it remained in hiftory. The 
hilhcps and their more zealous partifans inferred thence 
the divine indcfcizable right of prelacy : Others regarded 
ili.u inllitution as venerable and ufeful : And if the love 
of novelty led fome to adopt the new riics and difcipline 
of the puritan.s, the reverence to antiquity retained many 
in their attachment t.o the liturgy and government of the 
church. It behoved, therefore, the zealous innovators in 
parliament to proceed with fome caution and refervc. By 
promoting all meafures which reduced the powers of the 
crown, they hoped to difarm the king, whom they juitly 
regarded, from principle, inclination and policy, to be the 
determined patron of the hierarchy. By declaiming aguinft 
the fuppofed encroachments and tyranny of the prelate, 
they endeavour to carry the nation, from a hatred of their 
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perfons, t6 an oppofition agftiiift their office and charac- G H A P. 
tcr. And when men were inliftcdin p.-.rty, it would not Jd.V". 
be difficult, they thought, to had them by degrees into ^rf~'<*^ J 
many meafures, for which tlrey formerly entertained the lf41 ' 
greateft avernorr. Though the new fecrctarics compofci 
not, at fidt, the majority of the nation, thev were i:i tl jm r 
td, as is ufual among innovators, with extreme zeal for 
their opinions. Their unfurmountable pad-ion, dilguifed 
to themfelves, as well as to others, tinker the appearance 
of holy fervours, was well qualified to make profelytert, 
and to ferze the minds of the ignorant rnultituce. And 
one furious enthufiaft was able, by his active indultry, to 
fuvmount the indolent efforts of many fobcr aiui reafona* 
blc antasionifls. iv* ;A 

When the nation, therefore, was Co generally difcon*- 
tented, and little fufpicion was entertained of any defign 
to fubvertthe church and monarchy; no wonder that ali- 
moft all elections ran in favour of thole, who? by rfieir 
high pretenfions to piety and patriotifin, had' encouraged 
the national prejudices. It is a ufu?.l compliment to regard 
the king's inclination in- the choice of a fpealcer; and 
Charles had intended to advance Gardiner, recorder of 
London, to that important truft : But fo little interelt did 
the crown at that time poflefs in the nation, that Qards* 
ner was difappointed of his election, not only in Lor.* 
don, but in every place where it was attempted : And the 
king was obliged to make the choice of fpeaker fall on 
Lenthal, a lawyer of fome character, but not fuificiently 
qualified for fo high and difficult aa office.* 1 

The eager expectations of men with regard to a parlia- M<-ctinguf 
mcnt, fummoned at fo critical a juncture,, and during t ^ ll - on ^ 
fuch general d'rfcontcnts ; a parliament which, from the men t. 
(Situation of pubhc affairs, could not be abruptly diflblvedj Nov. 3 
and which was to execute every thing left unfinithed by 
former parliaments ? thefe motives, fo important and in- 
terefting, engaged the attendance cf all the members; and 
the houie of commons was never obferved to be, from the 
beginning, fo full and numerous. Without any interval; 
therefore, they entered upon bufinefs ; and, by umnimou* 
ronfent, they immediately (truck a blow, which may in, 
a manner be regarded as decifive. " 

The earl of Strafford was confidered as chief minifter, 
both on account of the credit which he pofltffed with his* 
rafter, and of his own great jnd uncommon vigour and 
capacity. By a concurrence of accidents, this man labour- 

9 Clarendon, vol. i. p. i6ot 
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C H A P. cd under the fevere hatred of all the three nations which 
LIV. compofed the Britilh monarchy. The Scots, whofe au- 
thority now ran extremely high, looked cn him as the capi- 
1640. tal enemy of their country, and one whofe counfeks and 
influence thev had moft reafon to apprehend. He had en- 
gaged the parliament of Ireland to advance large fubfidies* 
in order to fupport a war againft them : He had levied 
an army of 0000 men, with which he had menaced all 
their weftern coaft : He had obliged the Scots, who lived 
under his government, to renounce the eonvenant, their 
national idol : He had, in Ireland, proclaimed the Scot- 
tifli covenanters rebels and traitors, even before the king 
had iflued any fuch declaration againft them in .England :. 
And he had ever difluaded his mailer againft the late trea- 
ty and fufpenfion of arms, which he regarded as dangerou* 
and difhonorablc. So avowed and violent were the Scots 
in their refentment of thefe meafures, that they had rcfu- 
fed to fend commifuoners to treat at York, as was at f:rit 
propofed ; becaufe, they faid, the lieutenant of Ireland, 
their capital enemy, being general of the king's forces, had 
there the chief command and authority. 

Strafford, firll as deputy, then as lord lieutenant, 
had governed Ireland during eight years with great vigi- 
lance, activity, and prndence, but with very little populari- 
ty. In a nation fo averfe to the Englilh governmeut am't- 
rcligion, thefe very virtues were fufiicientto draw on him 
v the public hatred. The manners too and character of this 
great man, though, to all full of courtefy, and to his friends, 
full of affection, were, at bottom^ haughty, rigid, and fe- 
vere. His authority and influence, during tin: time of his 
government, had been unlimited - 9 but no fooner did ad- 
veriity feizc him, than the concealed averlion of the na- 
tion blazed up at once, and the Irifh parliament tiled every 
expedient to aggravate the charge againft him. 

The univerfal difcontent winch prevailed in England 
againft the court, was all pointed tow ai ds the earl of Straf- 
ford; though w ithout ariy particular reafon, but becaufe 
he was the minifter of ftate, whom the king moft favour- 
ed and moft truited. His extraction was honourable, his 
paternal fortune confidenvble : Yet envy attended his fud- 
den and great elevation. And his. former affociates in po- 
pular counfels, Bnding that he owed his advancement to 
the defertion of their caufe, reprefented him as the great 
apoftateof the commonwealth, whom it behoved them to 
facrtficc as a victim to public jufliee. 

Strafford, fcnfible of the load of popular prejudices 
Under which he laboured, would gladly have declined at- 
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tendance in parliament; and he begged the king's per- CHAP, 
million to withdraw himfelf to his government of Ireland, LIV. 
at leaft to remain at the head of the army in Yorkfhire; \-*~v~*~> 
where many opportunities, he hoped, would offer, by rea- l64P- 
ion of his diflance, to elude the attacks of his enemies. 
But Charles, who had entire confidence in the earl's ca- 
pacity, thought that his couufela would be extremely ufc- 
iul during the critical feilion which approached. And 
when Strafford {till infifted on the danger of his appearing 
amidft fo many enraged enemies, the king, little appre- 
henlive that his authority was fo fuddenly to expire, pro- 
mised him protection, and allured him, that not a hair of 
his head fliould be touched by the parliament*. 

No fooner was Strafford's arrival known, than a con,- nth Nor. 
eerted attack was made upon him in the houfe of com- 
mons. Pym, in a long, Studied difcourfe, divided into 
many heads after his manner, enumerated all the griev- 
ances under which the nation laboured ; and, from a 
complication of fuch oppreffions, inferred, that a delibe- 
rate plan had been formed of changing entirely the frame 
of government, and fubverting the ancient laws and liber- 
ties of the kingdomf. Could any thing, he faid, increafe straflord 
our indignation againft fo enormous and criminal a pro- impeacl*- 
jedi, it would be to find, that, during the reign of the 
eft princes, the conftitution had been endangered by the 
worft of miniftersj and that the virtues of the king had 
been feduced by n icked and pernicious counfel. We 
muft inquire, added he, from what fountain thefe waters 
of bitternefs flow ; and though doubtlefs many evil coun- 
fellors will be found to have contributed their endeavours, 
yet is there one who challenges the infamous pre-emi- 
nence, and who, by his courage, enterprifc, and capacity, 
is entitled to the firft place among thefe betrayers of their 
country. He is the earl of Strafford, lieutenant of Ireland, 
and prefident of the council of York, who in both places, 
and in all other provinces where he has been entrufted 
with authority, has raifed ample monuments of tyranny, 
and will appear, from a furvey of his actions, to be the 
chief promoter of every arbitrary counfel. Some inftances 
of imperious expreffions, as well as a&ians, were given 
by Pym ; who afterwards entered into a more perfonal 
attack of that minifter, and endeavoured to expofe his 
whole character and manners. The auftere genius of 
Strafford, occupied in the purfuits of ambition, had not 
tendered his breaft altogether inacceflible to the tendcrpaf- 
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CKt'A P. fions } 0r fccured him from ttie dominion of the fair > and 
LIV. in thai fullen age, when the irregularities of pleafure were 
-v-*-> more, reproachful than the moft odious crimes, there 
1640. weaknefles were thought, worthy of being mentioned, to- 
gether with his treaibns, before fo great an affembiy. 
And, upon the whoie, the orator concluded, that it be- 
longed to the houfe to provide a remedy proportionable 
to the difeafe, and to prevent the farther mifchiefs juftly 
to be apprehended from the influence which this man had 
acjuired over the meafures and counfels of their fove- 
reign*. 

Sir John Clotworthy, an Irifh gentleman, fir John Ho- 
tham of Yorkfhire, and many others, entered into the 
4 fame topics : And, after feveral hours fpent in bitter in- 
ventive, when the doors were locked in order to prevent 
all difcovi ry of their purpofe ; it was moved in. confe- 
quence of the refolution fecretly taken, that Strafford 
fliould immediately be impeached of!'_high treafon. This 
motion was received with univerfal approbation; nor was 
there, in all the debate, one perfon that offered to ftop the 
torrent by any tcftimony in favour of the earl's conduct. 
Lord Falkland alone, though known to be his enemy, 
modeflly defired the houfe to confider, whether it would 
not better fuit the gravity of their proceedings, firft to 
digeft by a committee many of thofe particulars which 
had been mentioned, before they feYit up an accufatiou 
• againft him. It was ingenioufly anfwered by Pym, that 
luch a delay might probably blal't all their hopes-, and put 
it out of their power to proceed any farther in the profecu- 
tion : That when Strafford fliould learn, that fo many of 
his enormities were difcovered,his cohfeience would dic- 
tate his condemnation ; and fo great was his power and 
credit, he would immediately procure the duTolution of 
the parliament, or attempt fome other defperate meafure 
for his own prefcrvation : That the commons were only 
accufers, not judges ; and it was the province 'of the 
peers to determine, whether fuch a compilation pf enor- 
mous crimes, in one perfon, did not amount to the high- 
eft crime known by the laWf. Without farther debate, 
' the impeachment was voted: Pym was chofen to carry it 
up to the lords : Moft of the houfe accompanied him on 
fo agreeable an errand : And Strafford, who had juft en- 
tered the houfe of peers, and who little expected fo fpeedv 
a profecutlon, was immediately, upou this genend charge', 
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ordered into cuftody, witli feveral fymptoms of violent 
prejudice in his judges, as well as in his prpfecutors. 

In the inquiry concerning grievances and in the cen- 
fure oi paft meafures, Laud could not long efcape the fevcrc 
ferutiny of the commons ; who were led too, vn their ac- 
cufation of that prelate, as well by their prejudices againti 
his whole order, as by the extreme antipathy which ; his 
intemperate zeal had drawn upon him. After a delibera- 
tion, w hich"fcarcely lafted half an hour, an impeachment 
o'f higli tteafon was voted againll this fubjed, the firft,-. 
both iti rank and in favour, throughout the kingdom. Tho* 
this incident, confidering the example of Strafford's im- 
peachment, and the prefent di'fpofition of the nation and 
parliament, needed be no furprifc to him ; yet was he be- 
trayed into fome paffion, when the accufation was pre- 
fented. The commons themfelves, he faid, though his accu- 
fers, did not believe him guilty of the crimes with which thty 
charged him : An indileretion which next day, upon more 
mature deliberation, he defired leave to retra£t ; bui.-fo 
little favourable were the peers, that they refulcdh;m this 
axlvantage or Indulgence. Laud alfo was immediately, up- 
on this general charge, fequellered from parliament, and 
committed to cullony'*. ... rf 

The capital article infilled onagainft thefe two great 
men, 'was the defign which' the commons fuppofed to 
have been formed, of fubverting th«laws and conititution 
of England, and introducing arbitrary and unlimited au- 
thority into the kingdom. Of all the king's minittcrs, no 
one was fo obnoxious in this refpecr. as the lord keeper 
Finch. He it was, who, being fpeaker in the king's third 
parliament, had left the chair, and refufed to put the quei- 
flon when ordered by the houfe, the extrajudicial opi- 
nion of the judges in the cafe of {hip-money, had been 
procured by his intrigues, perfuafions/and even menaces. In 
all unpopular and illegal meafures, he was ever molt active; 
and he was even believed to have declared publicly, that, 
while he was keeper, an order of council, fliould always, 
\frithhim, be equivalent to a lav. To appeafc the rifing 
difplealure of the commons, he defired to be heard at the 
bar. He profirated himfelf with all humility before them •, 
but this lubmiffion availed him nothing. An impeachment 
was refolved on ; and in order to efcape their fury, he 
thought proper fecretly to withdraw, and retire into Hol- 
land. As he was not efteemed equal to Strafford, or even 



CHAP. 
LIV. 

1640 

L nidim- 
p .ached. 



Lon) 

keeper 
l'ini'l) fiif»' 



* Clarendon, vol. i. p. 177. Whitlockc, p. 33. Ruflr.vorth, vol. ili. 



8 



i 

HISTORV 6r ENGLAND. 



d'H A P. to Laud, either in capacity or in fidelity to his matter, it 
LIV. was generally believed that his efcape had been connived 
v — -v-«»*> at by the popular leaders*. His impeachment, however, in 
l64 °' his abfence, was carried up to the houfeof peers. 

Sir Frances Windebank, the fecretary, was a creature 
of Laud's ; a fufficient feafort for his being extremely ob- 
noxious to the commons. He was fecretly fufpedted too 
of the crime of pbpery ; and it was known, that, from 
complaifance to the queen, and indeed in compliance with 
the king's maxims of government, he had granted many- 
indulgences to catholics, and had figncd warrants for the 
pardon of priefts, and their delivery from confinement. 
Grimftone, a popular member, called him, in the houfe, 
Secretary the very pander and broker to the whore of Babylon-f-. 
blnlffiics Finding that the fcrutiny of the commons was pointing 
towards him, and being fenfible that England was no lon- 
ger a place of fafety for men of his character, he fuddenly 
made his efcape into France^. 

Thus, in a few weeks, this houfe of commons, not op- 
pofed, or ratker feconded by the peers, had produced fuch 
a revolution in the government, that the two mod pow* 
erful and mod favoured miriifters of the king, were 
thrown into the tower, and daily expected to be tried for 
their life : Two other minifters had, by flight alone, faved 
themfelves from a like fate : All the king's fervants faw 
that no protection could be given them by their mafter : 
A new jurifdiction was erected in the nation ; and be- 
fore that tribunal all thofe trembled, who had before ex- 
ulted moft in their credit and authority. 

What rendered the power cf the commons more 
formidable was, the extreme prudence with which it was 
conducted. Not content with the authority which they 
had acquired by attacking thefe great minifters, they were 
refolved to render the moft considerable bodies of the na- 
cireat an- tion obnoxious to them. Though the idol of the people, 
thority of they determined to fortify themfelves likewife with ter- 
rors, and to overawe thofc who might ftill be inclined to 
fupport the falling ruins of monarchy. 

1 ) 1 ring the late military operations, feveral powers had 
been exercifed by the lieutenants and deputy-lieutenanta 
of counties : And thefe powers, though neccflary for the 
defence of the nation, and even warranted by all for- 
mer precedent, yet not being authorifed by ftatute,were 
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■now voted to be illegal ; and the perfons who had affum- CHAP, 
rd them, declared delinquents. This term was newly come LIV, 
into vogue, and exprefled a degree and fpecies of guilt not v-*-v-«w« 
cxa&Iy known or ascertained. In confequence of that i6 *°« 
■determination, many of the nobility and prime gentry of 
the nation, while only exerting, as they juftly thought, the 
legal powers of magiftracy, unexpectedly found them- 
felves involved in the crime of delinquency. And the 
commons reaped this multiplied advantage by their vote i 
They difarrned the crown ; they eftablilhed the maxims 
of rigid law and liberty ; and they fpread the terror of 
their own authority*. 

The writs for fhip-money had been directed to the 
fheriits, who were required, and even obliged under fe- 
vere penalties, to aflefs the fums upon individuals, and 
to levy them by their authority: Yet were all the fheriffs 
and all thofe who had been employed in that illegal fer- 
vice, voted, by a very rigorous fentence, to be delinquents. 
The king, by the maxims of law, could do no wrong c 
His minifters and fervants, of whatever degree, in cafe: 
of any violation of the conftitution, were alone culpablef.. 

All the farmers and officers of the cuftoms, who had 
been employed during fo many years in levying tonnage 
and poundage, and the new impositions, were likewife 
declared criminals, and were afterwards glad to com- 
pound for a pardon by paying a fine of 150,000 pounds. 

Every difcretionary or arbitrary fentence of the ftar- 
chambar and high commiffion courts, which, from their 
very conftitution, were arbitrary, underwent a fevere. 
fcrutiny : And all thofe who had concurred in fuch fen- 
tences, were voted to be liable to the penalties of lawf . 
No minifter of the king, no member of the council, but 
found himfclf expofed by this decifion. 

Thk judges who had given their vote againft Hamb- 
den, in the trial of fhip-money, were accufed before the 
peers, and obliged to find furety for their appearance- 
Berkeley, a judge of the king's bench, was feized by or- 
der of the houfe, even when fitting in his tribunal j and 
all men faw with aftonilhment the irrefiftible authority of 
their jurifdidion§. 

1 he fan&ion of the lords and commons, as well a3 . 
that of the king, was declared necefl'ary for the confir- 
mation of ecclefiaftical canonsll- And this judgment, it 
muft be confefled, however reasonable, at leaft ufeful, it 



• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 176. t Ibid. \ ibid, p. X 77 

5 Whitlockc, p. 30. |] N»Uon, vol. i. p. 678. 
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CH A P. would have been difficult to juftify by any precedent*. 
LIV. But the prefent was no time for queltiun or difpute. That 

<^~^/-*^> deciiion, which aboliflied all legiflative pewer except that 
of parliament, war. requifite for ■completing the new plan 
of liberty, and rendering it quite uniform and fyftema- 
t'r ;1. Almoft all the bench of bifhops, and the molt con- 
" Iv-iableof the inferior clergy, who had voted in the late 
<-'j:ivocation, found themfelves expofed by thefe new prin- 
ciples to the imputation of delinquency!. 

The mod unpopular of all Charles's meafures, and 
the lealt juilifiable, was ihe revival of monopolies, fo fo- 
lcmnly abclifhed, afteT reiterated endeavours, by a recent 
act of parliament. Senfible of this unhappy meafure, the 
king had of himll-lf recalled, during the time of his firft 
expedition agahdt Scotland, many of thefe oppreffive pa- 
tents ; and the relt were now annulled by authority of 
parliament, and every one who was concerned in them 
declared delinquents. The commons carried fo ffir their 
detcltation of this odious meafure, that they aiTumcd a 
power which had formerly been feldom pnuitifedj, and 
th»'y expelled all their members who were monopolists or 
proje&ors : An artifice, by which, befides increafing their 
own privileges, they weakened ftill farther the very fmall 
party which the kingfecretly retained in thehoufe. Mild- 
niay, a notorious monopolilt, yet having affociated him- 
fclf with the ruling party, was Hill allowed to keep his 
feat. In all queltions indeed of elections, no fteady rule 
id deciPon was obferved ; and nothing farther was re- 
garded than the affections and attachments of the par- 
ties'. Men's paffions were too much heated to be fhock- 
cd with any inftance of injultice, which ferved ends fo 
j popular as thofe which were purfued by this houfe of 
commons. 

The whole fovereign power being thus in a manner 
transferred to the commons, and the government, with r 
out any feerning violence or diforder, being changed in 

• An .lift of parliament, aj Hen. VIII. rap. 19, allowed the conva- 
en;i< n. with the king's content, t(i make canons. By the famous act ot 
(iiOmifntm to that prince, the clergy bound thcm'fi Ives to enact no 
inons without the king's eonfent. The parliament was never men- 
tioned nor thought of. Such pretenfions as the comment advanced at 
prefent, would, in any former age, have been deemed ftrange ufurr 
paiioin. 

f Clarendon, rol. i. p. 206. Whitloeke, p. 37. Rufh, vol. v 
; p. itf. Nali'on, vol. i. p. So;. 

\ Lord Clarendon fay* it «t entirely ntw : but there are inftanccs 
of it in the rsign of Elizabeth. D'Ewcs, p. 296. 332. There arc alio 
inftanccs in the reign of James. § Clarendon, vol. i. p. 176. 
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a moment from a monarchy almoft abfolute, to n pure CH A P. 
democracy ; the popular lcatlerr. fecrned willing for fome LIV. 
time to fufpend their active vigour, and to confolidat* N ->«> 
their authority, ere they proceeded to any violent exerciffc lb * ''■ 
of it. Every day produced fome new harangue on paft 
grievances. The deteftation of former ufurpatior.s was 
farther enlivened : The jealsufy of liberty roufed; And 
agreeably to the fpirit of free government, no lefs indig- 
nation was excited, by the view ofn^riolated conftttution, 
than by the ravages of . the moft enormous tyranny. 
■ This was the time when genrus and capacity cf ail 
kinds, freed from tliereftraint of authority, and nourifhed 
by unbounded hopes and projects, began to ixert trVnv- 
fclvcs, and be diftinguiflied by the public. Then was ce- 
lebrated the fagacity of Pirn, more fitted for ufe than 
ornament; matured, nst chilled by his advanced ;ige and 
long experience : Then was difplaycd the mighty ambi- 
tion of Hambden, taught difguife, not moderation, from 
former conftraint ; fupported by courage, conducted by 
prudence, embellifhed by modeity; but whether founded 
in a love of power or zeal for liberty, is (till, from his .un- 
timely end, left doubtful and uncertain ; Then too were 
known the dark, ardent, and dangerous character of £>t. 
John ; the impetuous fpirit of Hollis, violent and fincere, 
open and entire in his enmities and in his friendfliips •, 
the enthufiafiic genius of young Vane, extravagant in 
the ends which he purfued, fagacious and profound in 
the means which he employed ; incited by the appear- 
ances of religion, negligent ol the duties ©f morality. 

So little apology would be received for paft ineaiures, 
fo contagious the general fpirit of difcontenH that evdh. 
men of the moft moderate tempers, and moft attached 
to the church and monarchy, exerted themfelvcs with the 
utmoft vigour in the redrefs of grievances, and in prof<?- 
cuting the authors of them. The lively and animated 
Digby difplayed his eloquence on this occafion, the iirln 
and undaunted Capel, the inodeft and candid Palmer. In 
this lift too of patriot royaliUs -are found' the virtuods 
name of Hyde and Falkland. Though in their ultimate 
views and intentions, thefe men differed widely from the , 
former ; in their prcfetu actions and dilcourfes, an entire 
concurrence and unanimity was obferved. 

By the daily harr.ngucs and invectives- agninft Mcgd 
ufurpations, not only the houfe of commons inrlamsd « 
Vhemfelves with the higheft animolity againft the court : 
The nation caught new fire from the popular leaders, and 
feemcd now to have made the lirtt difcovery of the many 
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CHAP, fuppofed diforders in the government. While the law M 
LIV. feveral inftances feemed to be violated, they went no far- 
v^-v*-^ ther than fome fecret and calm murmurs ; but mounted 
1640. up into rage and fury, as foon as the conftitution was 
thought to be reftored to its former integrity and vigour. 
The capital efpecially, being the feat of parliament, was 
highly animated with the fpirit of mutiny and diiaffe&ion. 
Tumults were daily railed ; feditious aflemblies encou- 
raged ; and every man. neglecting his own bufinefs, was 
wholly intent on the defence of liberty and religion. By 
ftronger contagion, the popular affections were cemmuni- 
cated from breaft to brcaft, in this place of general rendez- 
vous and fociety. 

The harangues of members, now firft publifhed, and 
difperfed, kept alive the difcontcnts againft the king's ad- 
rniniftration. The pulpits, delivered over to puritanical- 
preachers and ledurers, whom the commons arbitrarily 
fettled in all the confiderable churches, refounded with 
f a&ion and fanaticifm. Vengeance wa9 fully taken for 
the long Glence and eonftraint, in which, by the autho- 
rity of Laud and the high commiffion, thefe preachers- 
had been retained. The prefs, freed from all fear or re- 
ferve, fwarmed with productions, dangerous by their fe- 
ditious zeal and calumny, more than by any art or elo- 
quence of compofition. Noife and fury, cant and hypo- 
crify, formed the fole rhetoric, which, during this tumult 
of various prejudices and paffions, could be heard or at- 
tended to. 

The fentencc which had been executed againft Prynne, 
Baftwic, and Burton, now fuffered a revifal from parli- 
ament. Thefe libellers, far from being tamed by the ri- 
gorous punifhments which they had undergone, fhowed 
fUll a difpofition of repeating their offence ; and the mi- 
nifters were afraid left new fatires fhould ifVue from tlieir 
prifons, and ftill farther inflame the prevailing difcontcnts- 
By an order, therefore, of council, they had been carri- 
ed to remote prilbns ; Baftwic to Scilly, Prynne to Jer- 
fey, Burton to Guerfncy ; all accefs to them was denied ; 
and the ufeof books, and of pen, ink, and paper, was 
refufed them. The fentence for thefe additional punifh- 
ments was immediately reverfed m an arbitrary manner 
by the commons : Even the firft fentence, upon exami- 
nation, was declared illegal : And the judges who pafled 
• it were ordered to make reparation to die fufferers*. 
When the prifoners landed in England, they were receiv- 
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ed and entertained with the higheft demonftrations of af- CHAP, 
fection, were attended by a mighty confluence of com- LIV. 
pany, their charges were borne with great magnificence, v^^^v^' 
and liberal prcfents beltowed on them. On their approach I<: > 
to any town, all the inhabitants crowded to receive 
them, and welcomed their reception with fhouts and ac- 
clamations. Their train ft ill increafed, as they drew nigh 
to London. Some miles from the city, the zealots of their 
party met them in great multitudes, and attended their 
triumphant entrance : Boughs were carried in this tu- 
multuous proceflion; the roads were ftrewed with flow- 
ers ; and, amidlt the higheft exultations of joy, were in- 
termingled loud and virulent invectives againft the pre- 
lates, who had fo cruelly perfecuted fuch godly person- 
ages". The more ignoble thefe men were, the more fen- 
fible was the infult upon royal authority, and the more 
dangerous was the fpirit of disaffection and mutiny, which 
it dilcovered among the people. 

Lilburne, Leighton, and every one that had been pu- 
niflied for feditious libels during the preceding admini- 
ftration, now recovered their liberty, and were decreed 
damages from the judges and minifters of jufticef. 

Not only the prefent difpofition of the nation enfured 
impunity to all libellers : A new method of framing 
and difperfing libels was invented by the leaders of po- 
pular difcontent. Petitions to parliament were drawn, 
craving redrefs againft particular grievances ; and when 
a Sufficient number of fubferiptions were procured, the 
petitions were prefented to the commons, and immedi- 
ately pubhfhed. Thefe petitions became fecret bonds of 
affociation among the fubferibers, and feemed to give un- 
doubted fanction and authority to the complaints which 
they contained. 

It is pretended by hiftorians favourable to the royal 
caufe|, and is even aflerted by the king himfeJf in a de- 
claration §, that a molt difingenuous, or rather criminal 
practice prevailed, in conducting many of thefe addreffes. 
A petition was firft framed ; moderate, rcafonable, fuch 
as men of character willingly fubferibed. The names 
were afterwards torn off, and affixed to another petition, 
which ferved better the purpofes of the popular faction. 
We may judge of the wild fury which prevailed through- 
out the nation, when fo fcandalous an impofture, which 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 199, 300, &c. Nalfon, vol. i. p. J 7c 
May, p. 80. 

t Rufh. vcl. v, p. 228. Nalfon, vol. i. p. 800. 

} Dugdalc. Clarendon, vol. f. p. 303. § Huft>. Col. p. 
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CHAP, aifecTed fuch numbers of people, could be openly prae> 
LIV. tiled, without drawing infamy and ruin upon the nia- 

lingers. •■ 
*(>yx So manv grievances Were ofFercd, both by the mem- 

bers, and by petitions without-doors, that the hoisfe was 
divkied into ah'.n'e forty committees, charged, each of 
them, with the examination of feme particular violation 
of law and liberty, which' had been complained of. Be- 
fides the general committees of religion, trade, privileges, 
laws many fubdivifions of thefe were framed, and: a 
flrict fcrutiny was every- where canjed on. It is to- be re- 
marked, that, betore the beginning of thisccmuiy, when 
the commons a illumed lefs influence and authority, com- 
plaints of grievances were ufually prefented to the houfe, 
by any member, who had particular opportunity of ob- 
ferving them. Thefe general committees, which were a 
kind of inquifitorial courts, had not then been eftablilhed; 
and we find that the king, in a former declaration*, 
complains loudly of his innovation, fo little favourable to 
royal authority.- But never was fo much multiplied as at 
prefent, the ufe of thefe committees; and the commons, 
though themftlves the greateft innovators, employed the 
ufual artifice of complaining againit innovations, and 
pretending to recover the ancient and eltablithcd govern- 
ment* ifstMftl 3»b vd baJaavai pxw ^aii »oikxjio Uni 
From the reports of their committee*, the heufe daily 
paflid votes, which mortified and aitonifhed the court, 
and. inflamed and animated the nation. Ship-money v as- 
declared illegal and arbitrary ; the fentence againtl Hamb- 
ilcn cancelled; the court of York aboliihed | compofitions 
lor knighthood iUgmaiized ; the enlargement of the fo- 
rcfts condemned; patents lor monopolies annulled ; and- 
every late meafure of adminiftration treated with reproach 
and obloquy. .'Jo-day, a fentencc of tlie ftar-chamber 
was exclaimed againit : To-morrow, a decree of the 
high-commiilion. livery difcrctionary acT of council was 
.cprefented as arbitrary and tyrannical ; and the general 
iuterencc was iUU inculcated', that a formed defign had 
been laid to fubvert the laws and conftiiution of the 
kingdom. , »,.Av. .. . . 

I-'kom neceirity, the king temnined entirely paffive dur- 
:ng all thefe violent operations. The few fervams, who 
continued f.iithtul fjo Imw, were fciaed with aUonilhmem 
at the rapid progrefs made by the commons in power and 
*?l •<! <i ' x.'Jl'. '. ,ocr .q i ,tov ,n:.bn-«il'i • 

♦ Publiilied on diffolvinc the third parliament. See Pari IIif>. 
Jul. vur. p. 147. 
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popularity, and were glad, by their unacYivc and inoffen- C M AP, 
live behaviour, to compound for impunity. The torrent LIV. 
riling to fo dreadful and unexpected a height, defpair s^-v*^ 
feized all thofe, who from intereit or habit wtre mott at- 1 6 '-- 
tached to monarchy. And as for thofe who maintained 
their duty to the king, merely from their regard to the 
conftitution, they itemed by their concurrence to fwcll 
that inundation which began already to deluge every 
thing. « You have taken the machine of government iu 
" pieces." faid Charles iu a difcourfe to the parliament ; 
" a practice frequent with ikilful artilb, when they defire 
u to clear the wheels from any rutt which may have 
** grown upon them. The engine," continued he, " nray 
u . again be rdlorcd to its former ufe and motion?, pro- 
«* vided it be put up entire ; fo as net a pin of it be want- 
'* ing." But this was far from the intention of the com- 
mons. 1 he machine rhey thought, with fome rcafon, was 
•incumbered with many wheels and firings, which retar- 
ded and crofted its operations, atjd delhroyed its utility. 
Happy i had they proceeded with moderation, and been 
contented, in their prelent plenitude of power, to re- 
move luch parts only as might jultly be deemed fuperflu- 
ous and incongruous. 

hi order to maintain that high authority which they 
kad acquired, the commons, betules confounding and 
overawing their opponents, judged it requiiite to infpire 
courage into their hiends and adherents ; particularly 
into the Scots, and the religious puritans, to whofo af- 
{iftance and good «ffices they were already fo much' be- 
holden. 

No fooner were the Scots martyrs of the northern 
counties, than they laid a fide their jjfft profellions, whicth 
they had not indeed means to fupport, of paving for eve- 
ry thing ; and in order to prevent the delhuclive expe- 
dient of plunder and free quarters, the country confented 
to give them a regular contribution ol 850 pounds a-day,, 
in full of their fubfiftence *. The parliament, tint they 
might relieve the northern counties from fo grievous a 
burden, agreed to remit pay to the Scottifh, as well as to 
the Engliih army ; and becaufc fubfidies would be levied 
too flowly for fo urgent an occafion, money was borrowed 
from the citizens upon the fecurity of particular mem- 
bers. Two fubfidies, a very fmall fumf, were at firft 
voted ; and as the intention of this fupply was to indem- 

* Ruthwnrth, vol. iii. p. 1195. f It appear* that a fubfidy was 
bow fallen to 50,000 pounds. 
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CHAP, nify the members, who, by their private, had fupported 
LIV. public credit, this pretence was immediately laid hold of, 

^*-y-^-' and the money was ordered to be paid, not into the trea- 
1640. f urVj b u t to commiffioners appointed by parliament : A 
practice which, as it diminifhed the authority of the 
crown, was willingly embraced, and was afterwards con- 
tinued by the commons, with regard to every branch of 
revenue which they granted to the king. The invafion of 
the Scots had evidently been the caufe of afTembling the 
parliament : The prcfence of their army reduced the 
king to that total fubje&ion in which he was now held : 
The commons, for this reafon, openly profefled their in- 
tention of retaining thefe invaders, till all their own ene- 
mies mould be fuppreffed, and all their purpofes effected. 
We cannot yet /pare the Scots, faid Strode plainly in the 
houfe ; the fans of Zeruiab are fill too flrcng for us* .* An 
allufion to a paflage of fcripture, according to the mode of 
that age. Eighty thoufand pounds a month were requifitc 
for the fubfittence of the two armies; a fum much greater 
than the fubjeA had ever been accuftomed, in any former 
period, to pay to the public. And though feveral fubfi- 
dies, together with a poll-tax, were from time to time 
voted to anfwer the charge ; the commons ftill took care 
to be in debt, in order to render the continuance of the 
fefiion the more ntceflary. 

The Scots being fuch ufeful allies to the malcontent 
party in England, no wonder they were courted with 
the mod unlimited complaifance and the mod important 
fen-ices. The king having, in his firft fpeech, called 
them rebels, obferved that he had given great offence 
to the parliament ; and he was immediately obliged to 
foften, and even retract the expreflion. The Scottifh com- 
miflioners, of whom the moft confiderable were the earl 
of Rothes and lord Loudon, found every advantage in 
conducting their treaty •, yet made no hafte in bringing 
it to an iflue. They were lodged in the city, and kept an 
intimate correfpondence, as well with the magiftrates, 
who were extremely difaffecled, as with the popular lead- 
ers in both houfes. St. Antholine's church was afligned 
them for their devotions ; and their chaplains, here, be- 
gan openly to pra&ife the prefbyterian form of worfhip, 
which, except in foreign languages, had never hitherto 
been allowed any indulgence or toleration. So violent 
was the general propenfity towards this new religion, that 
multitudes of all ranks crowded to the church. Thofe, 
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who were fo happy as to find accefs early in the morning, CHAP, 
kept their places the whole day : Thofe, who were ex- LIV. 
eluded, clung to the doors or windows, in hopes of catch- ^*-v-^ 
ing, at lead, fome diftant murmur or broken phrafes of 1640. 
the holy rhetoric* . All the eloquence of parliament, now 
well refined from pedantry, animated with the fpirit of 
liberty, and employed in the moll important interefts, was 
not attended to with fuch infatiable avidity, as were thefe 
lectures, delivered with ridiculous cant, and a provincial 
accent, full of barbarifm and of ignorance. 

The moll effectual expedient for paying court to the 
zealous Scots was to promote the prefbyterian difcipline 
and worfhip throughout England, and to this innovation, 
the popular leaders among the commons, as well as their 
more devoted partifans, were of themfelves, fulficiently 
inclined. The puritanical party, whofe progrefs, though 
fecret, had hitherto been gradual in the kingdom, taking 
advantage of the prefent diforders, began openly to pro- 
fefs their tenets, and to make furious attacks on the efta- 
blilhed religion. The prevalence of that fe£t in the par- 
liament discovered itfelf, from the beginning, by infenfi- 
ble but decifive fymptoms. Marfhall and Burgefs, two 
puritanical clergymen, were chofen to preach before them, 
and entertained them with difcourfes feven hours in, 
lengthf. It being the cuftom of the houfe always to take 
the facrament before they enter upon bufinefs, they or- 
dered as a preliminary, that the communion table fhould 
be removed from the eaft end of St. Margaret's into the 
middle of the areaj. The name of the fpiritual lords was 
commonly left out in acts of parliament ; and the laws 
ran in the name of king, lords, and commons. The clerk 
of the upper houfe, in reading bills, turned his back on 
the bench of bifliops ; nor was his infolence ever taken 
notice of. On a day appointed for a folemn fall and hu- 
miliation, all the orders of temporal peers, contrary to 
former practice, in going to church, took place of the 
fpiritual ; and lord Spencer remarked, that the humili- 
ation, that day, feemed confined alone to the prelates. 

Every meeting of the commons produced fome vehe- The fci- 
ment harangue againft the ufurpations of the bilhops, '^'P'*" 
againft the high commiflion, againft the late convocation, 
againft the new canons. So difgufted were all lovers of 
civil liberty at the doctrines promoted by the clergy, that 
thefe invectives were received without control ; and no 



* Clarendon, vol. i. p. 189. 
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CHAP, diftin&ion, at firft, appeared between fuch as defired only 
L1V. to reprefs the exorbitances of the hierarchy, and fuch 

v-^v-*^ as pretended totally to annihilate epifcopal junfdiction. 
1640. Encouraged by thefe favourable appearances, petitions 
ag3init the church were framed in different parts of the 
kingdom. The epithet of the ignorant and vicious prieft- 
hood was commonly applied to all churchmen, addicted 
to the eftablifhed difcipline and worfhip ; though the 
epifcopal clergy in England, during that age, feem to 
have been, as they are at plefent, fufficiently learned and 
exemplary. An addrefs againft epifcopacy was prefented 
by twelve clergymen to the committee of religion, and 
pretended to be figned by many hundreds of the purita- 
nical perfuafion. But what made moll noife was, the city 
petitioner a total alteration of church government ; a 
petition to which 1 ^,000 fubferiptions were annexed, 
and which was prefented by alderman Pennington, the 
city member*. It is remarkable, that, among the many 
ecclefiaftical abufes there complained of, an allowance, 
given by the licenfers of books, to publifh a tranflation 
of Ovid's art of love, is not forgotten by thefe ruftic 
cenfors]-. 

Notwithstanding the favourable difpofition of the 
people, the leaders in the houfe refolved to proceed with 
caution. They introduced a bill for prohibiting all clergy- 
men the exercife of any civil office. As a confequence, 
the bifhops were to be deprived of their feats in the houfe 
of peers; a meafure not unacceptable to the zealous friends 
of liberty, who obferved with regret the devoted attach- 
ment of that order to the will of the monarch. But v hen 
this bill was prefented to the peers, it was rejected by a 
great majority^: The firft check which the commons had 
received in their popular career, and a prognoftic of what 
they might afterwards expect from the upper houfe, whofe 
inclinations and interefts could never be totally feparated 
from the throne. But, to fhew how little they were dif- 
couraged, the puritans immediately brought in another 
bill for the total abolition of epifcopacy ; though they 
thought proper to let that bill fleep atprefent, in expecta- 
tion of a more favourable opportunity of reviving it§. 

Among other acts of reg.d executive power, which the 
commons were every day a.Tuming, they ifiued orders for 
demolifliing all images, altars, crucifixes. The zealous fir 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 203. Whitlocke, p. 37. Nalfon, vol. i. pi 666. 
+ Rufll - Vfl1 - ». p. r;i, 1 Clarendon, vol. i. p. 237. 

$ Idem, ibid. 
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Robert Harley, to whom the execution of thefe orders CHAP, 
was committed, removed all croffes even out of ftreets LIV. 
and markets ; and, from his abhorrence of that fuperfti- 
tious figure, would not any where allow one piece of wood 
or ftone to lie over another at right angles*. 

The bifhop of Ely and other clergymen were attacked 
on account of innovationsf. Cozens, who had long been 
obnoxious, was expofed to new cenfures. This clergyman, 
*ho was dean of Peterborough, was extremely zealous 
for ecclefiaftical ceremonies : And fo far from permitting 
the communicants to break the facramental bread with 
their fingers, a privilege on which the puritans ftrenuouf- 
ly infifted, he would not fo much as allow it to be cut 
with an, ordinary houfehold inftrument. A confecrated 
knife muft perform that facred office, and muft never af- 
terwards be profaned by any vulgar fervicej. 

Cozens likewifc was accufed of having faid, The king 
has no more authority in ecclefiajiical matters, than the boy 
who rubs my horfts heels^. The expreflion was violent : 
But it is certain, that all thofe high churchmen, who were 
fo induftrious in reducing the laity to fubmillion, were ex- 
tremely fond of their own privileges and independency, 
and were defirous of exempting the mitre from all fub- 
jection to the crown. 

A committee was elected by the lower houfe, as a 
court of inquifition upon the clergy, and was commonly 
denominated the committee of fcandalous minijlers. The 
politicians among the commons were apprifed of the great 
importance of the pulpit for guiding the people; the bi- 
gots were enraged againft the prelatrcal clergy ; and both 
of them knew that no eftablifhed government could be 
overthrown by ftricrly obfcrving the principles of juftice, 
equity, or clemency. The proceedings, therefore, of this 
famous committee, which continued for feveral years, 
were cruel and arbitrary, and made great havoc both on 
the church and the univerfities. They began with haraf- 
fing, imprifoning, and molefting tl^c clergy •, and ended 
with fequeftrating and ejeding them. In order to join 
contumely to cruelty, they gave the fufferers the epithet 
of fcandalous, and endeavour to render them as odious as 
they were miferable||. The greateft vices, however, which 
they could reproach to a great part of them, were, bow- 
ing at the name of Jefus, placing the communion table 
in the eaft, reading the king's orders for fports on Sun- 

• Whitloclce, p. 45. f Rufliworth, vol. v. p. S.fr. 

} Ibid. p. joj. § Pari. Hid. vol . vii. 28l. Rufhworth, vol. v. p. 209. 

U Clarendon, vol. i. p. 199. Whitlocke, p. iz». May, p. 81. 
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CHAP, day, and other pract ices, which the eftablifhed govern- 
LIV. ment, both in church and ftate, had ftri&ly enjoined 

It may be worth obferving, that all hiftorians, who 
lived near that age, or what perhaps is more decifive, all 
authors, who have cafually made mention of thofe public 
tranfa&ions, ftill reprefent the civil diforders and convul-* 
lions as proceeding from religious controverfy, and con- 
fider the political difputes about power and liberty as en- 
tirely fubordinate to the other. It is true, had the king 
been able to fupport government, and at the fame time 
to abftain from allinvafion of national privileges, it feems 
rot probable that the puritans ever could have acquired 
fuch authority as to overturn the whole conftitution : Yet 
fo entire was the fubjection into which Charles was now 
fallen, that, had not the wound been poifoned by the in- 
fufion of theological hatred, it muft have admitted of an 
eafy remedy. Difufe of parliaments, imprifonments and 
profecution of members, fhip-money, an arbitrary admi- 
niftration; thefe were loudly complained of: But the griev- 
, ances which tended chiefly to inflame the parliament and 
nation, efpecially the latter, were the furplice, the rails 
placed about the altar, the bows exacted on approaching 
it, the liturgy, the breach of the fabbath, embroidered 
copes, lawn flccves, the ufc of the ring in marriage, and 
of the crofs in baptifm. On account of thefe, were the po- 
pular leaders content to throw the government into fuch 
violent convullions : and, to the difgrace of that age, and 
of this ifland, it muft be acknowledged, that the difor- 
ders in Scotland entirely, and thole in England moftly, 
proceeded from fo mean and contemptible an origin*. 

Some perfons, partial to the patriots of this age, have 
ventured to put them in balance with the molt illuftrious 
characters of antiquity ; and mentioned the names of Pym, 
Hambdcn, Vane, as a juft parallel to thofe of Cato, Bru- 
tus, Caflius. Profound capacity, indeed, undaunted cou- 
rage, extenfive enterprife ; in thefe particulars perhaps the 
Roman do not much furpafs the Englifh worthies: But 
what a difference, when the difcourfe, conduct,- conver- 

* Lord Clarendon, rol. {. p. 133, fays, that the parliamentary party 
were not agreed about the entire abolition of epifcopacy : They were 
only the root and branch men, as they are called, who infiftcd on that 
meafurt. But thofe who were willing to retain bifhops, infifted on re- 
ducing their authority to a lowebb ; as well as on abolifliing the cere- 
( monies of worfhip and vcfimentsof the clergy. The controverfy, there- 

fore, between the parties, was almoft wholly theological, and that of the 
tm>ft frivolous «»d ridiculous kind. 



CHARLES I. 



21 



fation, and private as well as public behaviour, of both CHAP, 
are infpected! Compare only one circumftance, and con- LIV. 
fider its confequences. The leifureof thofe noble ancients v — »"~v^> 
was totally employed in the ftudy of Grecian eloquence lC " i<3 ' 
and philofophy ; in the cultivation of polite letters and ci- 
vilized fociety : The whole difcourfe and language of the 
moderns, were polluted with myfterious jargon, and full 
of the lowed and moft vulgar hypocrify. 

The laws, as they ftood at prefent, protected the 
church, but they expofed the catholics to the utmoft rage 
of the puritans ; and thefe unhappy religionifts, fo ob- 
noxious to the prevailing feet, could not hope to remain 
long unmoleiled. The voluntary contribution which they 
had made, in order to affift the king in his way againft the 
Scotch covenanters, was enquired into, and reprefented 
as the greateft enormity*. By an addrefs from the com- 
mons, all officers of that religion were removed from the 
army, and application was made to the king, for feizing 
two-thirds of the lands of recufants ; a proportion to 
which, by law, he was entitled, but which he had always 
allowed them to poffefs upon eafy compofitions. The exe- 
cution of the fevere and bloody laws againft priefts, was 
infifted on : And one Goodman, a jefuit, who was found 
in prifon, was condemned to a capital punifhment. 
Charles, however, agreeably to his ufual principles, fcru- 
pled to fign the warrant for his execution ; and the com- 
mons expreffed great refentment on the occafionf. There 
remains a fingular petition of Goodman, begging to be 
hanged, rather than prove a fource of contention between 
the king and his people^. He cfcaped with his life ; but 
it feems more probable that he was overlooked amidft 
affairs of greater confequence, than that fuch unrelent- 
ing hatred would be foftencd by any confideration of his 
courage and generofity. 

For fome years, Con, a Scotchman ; afterwards, Ro- 
fetti, an Italian, had openly refided at London, and fre- 
quented the court, as veiled with a commiflion from the 
pope. The queen's zeal, and her authority with her huf- 
band, had been the caufe of this imprudence, fo offenfive 
to the nation^. But the fpirit of bigotry nowrofe too high 

* ftufhworth, vol. v. p. 160, + Idem, ibid. p. 158, 159. 

Nalfon, vol. i. p. 7.59. | Rufliworth, vol. v. p.'i66, Nalfon, 

vol. i. p. 749. 

§ It is now known from the Clarendon papers that the king had 
alfoan authorifed agent who refided at Rome. His name was Bret, and 
his chief bufinefs was to negotiate with the pope concerning indulgencei 
te the catholics, and to engage the catholics, in return, to be good and 
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CHAP, to permit any longer fuch indulgences*. Hayward, 'a juf- 
LIV. tice of the peace, having been wounded, when employed 

^~*-y~>-J in the exercife of his office, by one James, a catholi« 
,6 4°- madman, this enormity was afcribed to the popery, not 
to the phrcnzy, of the afiaffin; and great alarms feized 
the nation and parliaihentf. An univerfal confpiracy of 
the papifts was fuppofed to have taken place ; and every 
i ' xnan, for fome days, imagined that he had a fword at his 
throat. 1 hough fome perfons of family and diftin&ion, 
were ftill attached to the catholic fuperftition, it is certain 
that the numbers of that fe£t, did not amount to the 
fortieth part of the nation : And the frequent panics to 
which men, during this period, were fo fubjecl:, on ac- 
count of the catholics, were lefs the effects of fear, than 
of extreme rage and averfion entertained againft them. 

The queen-mother of France, having been forced into 
banifhment by fome court- intrigues, had retired into 
England ; and expected fhelter, amidft her prefenc dif- 
treffes, in the dominions of her daughter and fon-in-law. 
But though fhe behaved in the molt inoffenflve manner, 
ft e was infulted by the popuhce on account of her re- 
ligion ; and was even threatened with worfe treatment. 
The earl of Holland, lieutenant of Middlefex, had or- 
dered a hundted mufqueteers to guard her ; but finding 
that they had imbibed the fame prejudices with the reft 
of their countrymen, and . were unwillingly employed in 
fuch a fervice, he laid the cafe before the houl'e of 
peers ; for the king's authority was now entirely annihi- 
lated. He reprefented the indignity of the adion, that 
fo great a princefs, mother to the king of France, and to 
the queens of Spain and England, fhould be affronted by 
the multitude. He obferved the indeliable reproach 
that would fall upon the nation, if that unfortunate queen 
fhould fuffer any violence from the mifguided zeal of 
the people. He argued the facred rights of hofpitality due 
to every one, much more to a perfon in diftrefs, of fo 
high b i rank, with whom the nation was fo nearly connec- 
ted. The peers thought proper to communicate the mat- 
ter to the commons, whofe authority over the people was 
abfolute. The commons ugreed to the neceffity of pro- 
tedtmgthe queen-mother; but at the fame time pray, 
ed, that fhe might be defired to depart the kingdom ; 

-recent,™™* 

r^Zh J P e k, "S lavs - that *>« believed Bret to be a» 

WKh h.. a . any pap, t\ could be. See p. 34 $, 3 f 4 . " " C f 

Riiiliwort l, Vol, v n tea -i r>i ' •'j* . . 

»crth, vol v"p! sh ' Clarendon, vol. i. p. 349. R u fV 
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" For the quieting thofe jealoufies in the hearts of his ma- 
« jetty's well affected fubjetts, occifioned by fome ill in- 
« ib-uments about the queen's perfon, by the flowing of 
« priefts and papifts to her houfe, and by the ufe and 
« practice of the idolatry of the mafs, and exercife of other 
« fuperftitious fervices of the Romifh church, to the great 
" fcandal of true religion*." 

Charles, in the former part of his reign, had endea- 
voured to overcome the intractable and encroaching fpirit 
of the commons, by a perfeverance in his own meafures, 
by a Itately dignity of behaviour, and by maintaining, at 
their utmoit height, and even, perhaps, ltretching beyond 
former precedent, the rights of his prerogative. Finding, 
by experience, how unfuccefsful thofe meafures had prov- 
ed, and obferving the low condition to which he was 
now reduced, he refolvedto alter his whole conduct, and 
to regain the whole confidence of his people, by pliable- 
nefs, by concefTions, and by a tocal conformity to their 
inclinations and prejudices. It may fafely be averred, that 
this new extreme into which the king, for want of pro- 
per counfel or fupport, was fallen, became no lefs dange- 
rous to the conftitution, and pernicious to public peace, 
than the other, in which he had fo long and fo unfortu- 
nately perfevered. 

The pretenfions with regard to tonnage and pound- 
age were revived, and with certain afiurance of fuccefs by 
the commonsf. The levying of thefe duties, as formerly, 
without confent of the parliament, and even increafing 
them at pleafure, was fuch an incongruity in a free con- 
ftitution, where the people, by their fundamental privi- 
leges, cannot be taxed but by their own confent, as could 
no longer be endured by thefe jealous patrons of liberty. 
In the preamble, therefore, to the bill, by which the com- 
mons granted thefe duties to the king, they took care, in 
the ftrongeft and molt pofitive terms, to aifert their own 
right of beftowing this gift, and to divert the crown of all 
independent title of afluming it. And that they might 
increafe, or rather finally fix, the entire dependence and 
fubjeclion of the king, they voted thefe duties only for 
two months j and afterwards, from time to time, renewed 
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* Rufhworth, vol. v. p. 267. 

+ It appears not that the commons, though now entirely matters, abo- 
lifhed the new impositions of James, againlt which they had formerly 
fo loudly complained: A certain proof that the rates ofcuftoms, fettled 
by that prince, were in molt inftances jufl, and proportioned to the new- 
price of commodities. They feem rather te have been low. See Journ. 
loth Auguft,l625. 
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CHAP, their grant for very ihort periods*. Charles, in order to 
LIV. ihow that he entertained no intention ever again to fepa- 

{S~V\J rate himfelf from his parliament, pafled this important bill 
1640. without any fcruple or hefitationf. 

Triennial With regard to the bill for triennial parliaments, he 

m ' made a little difficulty. By an old ftatute, pafled during 

the reign of Edward the III. it had been enacted, that 
parliaments.ihould be held once every year, or more fre- 
quently, if neceflary : But as no provifion had been made 
in cafe of failure, and no precife method pointed out for 
execution •, this ftatute had been confidered merely as a 
general declaration, and was difpenfed with at pleafure. 
The defed was fupplied by thofe vigilant patriots who 
now affumed the reigns of government. It was enacted, 
that if the chancellor, who was firft bound under fevere 
penalties, failed to iflue writs by the third of September 
in every third year, any twelve or more of the peers fhould 
be impowered to exert this authority : In default of the 
peers, that the fheriffs, mayors, bailiffs, &c. fhould fum- 
mon the voters : And in their default, that the voters 
themfelves fhould meet and proceed to the election of 
members, in the fame manner as if writs had been regu- 
larly iflued from the crown. Nor could the parliament, 
after it was aflembled, be adjourned, prorogued, or dif- 
folved, without their own confent, during the fpace of 
fifty days. By this bill fome of the nobleft and molt valu- 
able prerogatives of the crown were retrenched ; but at 
the fame time nothing could be more neceflary than fuch 
'a ftatute, for completing a regular plan of law and liberty. 
A great reluctance to aflemble parliaments mult be ex- 
pected in the king ; where thefe afiemblies, as of late, ef- 
tablifh it as a maxim, to carry their fcrutiny into every 
part of government. During long intermiffions of parli- 
ament, grievances and abufes, as was found by recent ex- 
perience, would naturally creep in ; and it would even 
become neceflary for the king and council to exert a great 
difcretionary authority, and by a£ts t>f ftate fupply, in 
every emergence, the legiflative power, whofe meeting 
was fo uncertain and precarious. Charles, finding that 
nothing lefs would fatisfy his parliament and people, at 
laft gave his aflent to this bill, which produced fo great 

* It w.n an inftruclion given by the houfe to the committee, which 
framed one of thefc bills, to take care that the rates upon exportation 
may be as light as poflible ; and upon importation, as heavy as trade 
will bear: A proof that the nature of commerce began now M be un- 
dcrftood. Journ, I June 1641. 

t Clarendon, vol. i. p, ao8, 
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tin innovation in the conftitution*. Solemn thanks were C 
prefented him by both houfes. Great rejoicings were ex- 
prefled both in the city and throughout the nation. And 
mighty profeffions were every where made of gratitude 
and mutual returns of fupply and confidence. This con- 
ceffion of the king, it mult be owned, was not entirely 
voluntary : It was? of a nature too important to be vo- 
luntary. The fole inference which his partifans were 
entitled to draw from the fubmiilions fo frankly made to 
prefent neceffity, was, that he had certainly adopted ;t 
new plait of government, and for the future was refolved, 
by every indulgence, to acquire the confidence and affec- 
tions of his p.eople. 

Charles thought, that what conceffions were made to 
the public, were of little ctmfequertce, if no gfatifiuutiona 
were bellowed on individuals, who had acquired the di- 
rection of public counfelsand determinations. A change 
of minifters as well as of meafures was therefore refolved 
on. In one day feveral new privy-counfellors were fworn; 
the carls of Hertford, Bedford, Effex, Briltol ; the lord 
Say, Saville, Kimbolton : Within a few days after was ad- 
mitted the earl of Warwick]-. All thefe noblemen were of 
the popular party ; and fome of them afterwards, when 
matters were pulhed to extremities by the commons, prov- 
<. d the greateft fupport of monarchy. 

Juxon, bifhop of London, who had never defired the 
treafurer's ftaff, now earneftly folicited for leave to 
rcfign it, and retire to the care of that turbulent diocefa 
committed to him. The king gave his confent ; and it i* 
remarkable, that during all the fevere inquiries carried 
on again ft the conduct of minifters and prelates, the mild 
and prudent virtues of this man, who bore both tbcfe in- 
vidious characters, remained unmoIcftcdL It was intended 
that Bedford, a popular man of great authority as well as 
wifdom and moderation, fhuuld fuccceil Juxon : But thac 
nobleman, unfortunately both for king and people, died 
about this very time. By fome promotions, place was made 
for St. John, who was created folieitor-general. Hpllis 
was to be made fecretary of ftate, in the room of Wide- 
bank, who had fled : Pym, chancellor of the exchequer, 
in the room of lord Cottingtort, who had refigned : Lord 
Say, mafter of the wards, in the room of the fame noble- 
man : The earl of Effex, governor ; and Hambden, tutor 
to the prince^. 

« Clarendon, vol. i. p. 109. Wlmloekc, p. .t$. RufWorth, vol. t. p, 
j8y. + Clarendon, vol.!. p. 195, f Warwick, p. V5» 

<> Clarendon, vol. i- p. Ho, ail. 
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CHAP. What retarded the execution of thefe projected 
LIV; changes was, the difficulty of fntisfying all thofe who, 
from their activity and authority in parliament, had pre- 
l64 °" t.-nfbns for offices, and who ftill had it in their power to 
cmbarrafs and difhrefs the public meafures. Their afloci- 
atcs too in popularity, whom the king intended to diftin- 
guifli by his favour, were unwilling to undergo the re- 
proach of having driven a feparatc bargain, and of facri- 
ficingtb their own anitiitious views, the caufe of the na- 
tion. And as they were fenfible that they muft owe their 
preferment entirely to their weight and confideration in 
parliament, they were moft of them rcfolvcd ftill to ad- 
here to that afiembly, and both to promote its authority, 
and to preferve their own credit in it. On all occafions, 
they had no other advice to give the king, than to allow 
him fell to be directed by his great council 5 or, in other 
words, to rdign himfelf palTivcly to their guidance and 
government. And Charles found, that, inftead of acquir- 
ing friends by the honors and offices which he fhould be- 
llow, he fliould only arm his enemies with more power to 
hurt him. 

The end on which the king was moft intent in chang- 
ing minifters, was, to fave the life of the earl of Strafford, 
and to mollify, by thefe indulgences, the. rage of his moft 
furious profecutors. But fo high was that nobleman's re- 
putation for experience and capacity, that all the new 
counfellors and intended minifters plainly faw, that, if lie 
cfcaped their vengeance, he mult return into favour Mid 
authority ; and they regarded his death as the only fecuri- 
ty which they could have, both for the eftablifhment of 
their pre fent power, and forfuccefsin their future enter- 
prifes. His impeachment, therefore, was pufhed on with 
the utmoft vigour; and after long and lblemn preparations, 
was brought to a final ifltie. 
StraflWcft Immediately after Strafford was fequeftered from par- 
triaJ - liament, and confined in the tower, a committee of thir- 

teen was chofen by the lower home, and entrufted with 
the office of preparing a charge againft him. Thefe, join- 
ed to a fmall committee of lords, were vefted with autho- 
rity to examine all wiinefles, to call for every paper, and 
to ufe any means of fcrutiny, with regard to any part of 
the earl's behaviour and conduct*. After fo general and 
unbounded an inquifition, exercifed by fuch powerful and 
implacable enemies ; a man muft have been very cautious 
or very innocent, not to afford, during the whole courfe 
ef his life, fome matter of accufation againft him. 



* Clarendon, toI. i, p, 192, 
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This committee, by directions from both houfes, took C II A P. 
an oath of fecrecy ; a practice very unafual, r.nd which LIV. 
gave them the appcar.uicc of confyirators, more than mi- .(/vXJ 
nifters of juitice . But the intention of ih'n ftrictnefs was, 1640. 
to render it more difficult for the earl tu elude their fearch, 
•r prep.ire for his himfication. * 

Application was made to the king, that he would al-- 
low this committee to examine privy-counftllors with re- 
gard to opinions delivered at the bqsrd : A conceflion 
which Charles unwarily made, and which thenceforth ba~ 
niftied all mutual confidence from the deliberations of 
council ; where every man is fupppofe J to have entire 
freedom, without fear of future punifhment or enquiry, 
of propofmg any expedient, queitioning any opinion, or 
fupporting any argument^. 

Si r George Ratcliffe, the earl's intimate friend and 
confidant, was accufed of high treafon, fentfor from Ire- 
land, and committed to clofe cuttody. As na charge ever 
appeared or was profecuted againft him, it is impoffible 1 
to give a more charitable interpretation to this meafure, 
than that the commmons thereby intended to deprive Straf- 
ford, in his prcfent diftrefs, of the affiftance of his belt 
friend, who was moft enabled, by his teftimony, to juftify 
the innocence of his patron's conduct and behaviour^. 

Wmen intelligence arrived in Ireland of the plans $ 
laid for Strafford's ruin, the Irilh houfe of commons, 
though they had very lately bellowed ample praifes on his 
adminiftration, entered into all the violent.counfels again It 
him, and prepared a reprefentation of the miferable ftatc 
into which, by his mifconducl, they fuppofed the king- 
dom to be fallen. They fent over a committee to Lon- 
don, to affift in the profecution of their unfortunate go- 
vernor •, and by intimations from this committee, who 
entered into clofe confederacy with the popular leaders - 
in England, was every meafure of the Irifti parliament 
governed and directed. Impeachments, which were never 
profecuted, were carried up againlt fir Richard Bolton, 
the chancellor, fir Gerard Louther, chief juftice, and 
Bramhall, bifliop of DerryJ. This ftep, which was an 
«xact counterpart to the proceedings in England, ferved 
alfo the famepurpofes: It deprived the king of the minilteis 
whom he moft trufted ; it difcouraged and terrified all 
the other minifters ; and it prevented thofc pcrfons who 

• Wnltlock, p,J7. f Clarendon, vol. i. p. 193. 

J Idem., vol, i, p, 114, 5 KwtLwortli, v ol, v. p, 214. 
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CH A P. were belt acquainted with^Strafford's counfels, from giv- 
LIV. ing evidence in his favour before the Englilh parliament. 

{y^f\J The bilhops, being forbidden by the ancient canons', 
i^i. to afTiil in trials for life, and being unwilling by any op- 
pofition to irritate the commons, who were already much 
prejudiced againlt them, thought proper, of themfelves, 
to withdraw*. The commons alio voted, that the new- 
created peers ought to have no voice in this trial ; becaufe 
the accufation being agreed to, while they w ere com- 
moners, their confent to it was implied with thac of all 
the commons of England. Notwithstanding this deciiion, 
which was meant only to depr ive Strafford of fo many 
friends, lord Seymour, and fome others, (till continued 
to keep their feat ; nor was their right to it any farther 
queftionedf. 

To beftow the greater folemnity on this important tri- 
al, fcaflblds were erecled in Weftminfter-hall ; where 
both houfes fat, the one as accufers, the other as judges. 
Befules the chair of ftate, a clofe gallery was prepared 
for the king and queen, who attended during the whole 
trial | . 

An accufation, carried on by the united effort of 
three kingdoms, againfl one man, unprotected bv power, 
unaffifted by counfel, difcountenanccd by authority, was 
likely to prove a very unequal conteit: Yet luch were the 
capacity, genius and prcfence of mind, difplayed by this 
magnanimous ftatefman, that while argument and reafon 
and law had any place, he obtained an undifputable vic- 
tory. And he pcrilhed at laft, overwhelmed and (till un- 
fubdued, by the open violence of his fierce and unrelen- 
ting ant3gonifts. 

*/, 25. Twr. articles of impeachment againfl Strafford, are 
twenty-eight in number ; and regarded his cotulud , as 
prefident of the council of York, as deputy or lieutenant 
of Ireland, and as counfelloror commander in England. 
But though four months were employed by the managers, 
in framing the accufation, and all Strafford's anfwers were 
extemporary ; it appears from companion, not only thstt 
he was free from the crime of treafon, of which there is 
not the lead appearance, but that his conduct, making 
allowance for human infirmities, cxpofed to iuch lever c* 
fciu tiny, was innocent, and even laudable. 

The powers of the northern council, while he was 
prefident, had been extended by the king's inftrudions, 
beyond what formerly had been pradifed : But that cour: 
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being at fir ft inftitutcd by n ftretch of royal prerogative, CII AT. 
it had been ufual for the prince to vary his inflructions ; LIV. 
and the largeft authority committed to it, was altogether iy~Y\J 
as legal as the moft moderate and molt limited. Nor was '° 41- 
it rcafonable to conclude, that Strafford had ufed any 
art to procure thofe cxtenfivc powers; fincc he never once 
fat as prcfident, or exercifed one adt of jurifduftion, after 
he was invented with the authority lb muchcomplainedof - T . 

In the government of Ireland, his adminiftration had 
been equally promotive of his matter's interelts, and that 
ol the fubjects committed to his care. A large debt he had 
paid oil": He had left a confidcrable fum in the exche- 
quer : The revenue, which never before anfwered the 
charges of government, was now raifed to be equal to 
them-}-. A imall Handing army, formerly kept in no or- 
der, was augmented, and was governed by exact difci- 
pline : And a great force was there raifed and paid, for the 
fupport of the king's authority agaiuft the Scottifh cove- 
nanters. 

Industry, and all the arts of peace, were introduced 
among that rude people : The (hipping of the kingdom 
augmented a hundred foldj : The cuftoms tripled upon 
the fame ratcs j : The exports double in value to the im- 
ports : Manufactures, particularly that of linen, introdu- 
ced and promoted || : Agriculture, by means of the Englilb 
and Scottifh plantations, gradually advancing : The pro- 
teftant religion encouraged, without the perfecution or 
difcontent of the catholics. 

THE fpringsof authority he had enforced without over- 
training them. Dilcrctionary acts of jurifdiclion, indeed, 
he had often exerted, by holding courts-martial, billetting 
foldiers, deciding caufes upon paper-petitions before the 
council, ifluing proclamations, and punifhing their infrac- 
tion. But dilcretion-iry authority, during that age, wa.s- 
ufually exercifed even in England. In Ireland, it wasftill 
more requifite, among a rude people, not yet thoroughly 
fubdued, avcrfe to the religion and manners of their con- 
querors, ready on alloccafions to relapfe into rebellion and 
dilorder. While the managers of the commons demanded 
every moment, that thedeputy'scondiut fhould beexamined 
by the line of rigid law and levere principles ; he appealed 
Hill to the practice of all former deputies, and to the un- 
eontrolable neceflity of his lituation. 

* Rufhtrorth, vol.iv. p. IM + Rufhworeh.'vol. iv, p. IIO. »47. 
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CHAP. So great was his nrtof managing elections and balantr- 
LIV. irig parties, that he had engaged the Irifh parliament to 

kyy\^J vote whatever was neccflary, both for the payment of for- 
mer debts, and for fupport of the new-levied army ; nor 
had he ever been reduced to the illegal expedients prac- 
ttfttd in England, for the fupply of public ncCeffiries. No 
imputation of rapacity could jultly lie ugai-nlt his adminif- 
tration. Some inftances of imperious exprelhons, and 
even actions, may be met with. The cafe of lord Mount- 
norris, of all thole which were collected with fo much 
induftry, is the molt flagrant and the leaft excufable. 

It had been reported at the table of lord chancellor 
Loftus, that Anneiley, one of the deputy's attendants, in 
moving a itool, had forely hurt his mafter's foot, who « 
was at that time afflicted with the gout. Perhaps, faid 
Mountnorris, who was prefent at table, it was djne in re- 
venge of that public affront which my hrd deputy formerly put 

UpOtl him: BUT HE HAS A BROTH KR, WHO WOULD NOT 

ii AVE taken such a revenge. This cafual, and feeming- 
ly innocent, atlealt ambiguous, expreihon, was reported 
to Strafford ; who, on pretence that fuch a fuggeftion 
might prompt Anneiley to avenge himfelf in another 
manner, ordered Mountnorris, who was an officer, to be 
tried by a court-martial, for mutiny and fedition againft 
his general. The court, which contiited of the chief "offi- 
cers of die army, found the crime to be capital, and con- 
demned that nobleman to lofe his head *. 

In vain d)d Strafford plead, in his own defence, ngainlt 
this article of impeachment, that the fentence of Mount- 
norris was the deed, and that too unanimous, of the court, 
not the aft of the deputy ; that he fpake not to a member 
of tlw court, nor voted in the caufe, but fat uncovered as 
a party, and then immediately withdrew, to leave them to 
their freedom ; that, fcnfible of the iniquity of the fen- 
tence, he procured his majefty's free pardon to Mount- 
norris y and that he did not even keep that nobleman a. 
moment in fulpence with regard to his fate, but inltantly 
told him, that he himfelf would fooner lofe his right hand', 
than execute fuch a fentence, nor was his lordfhip's life 
in any danger. In vain did Strafford^s friend add, as a 
f urther apology, that Mountnorris was a man of an infa- 
mous character, who paid court, by the lowelt adub.tion, 
to all deputies, while prefent ; and blackened their cha- 
latter, by the vileft calamities, when recalled : And that 
btiafinrd, expecting like treatment, had ufed this expedi- 

* Rufljworth, vol. iv. p. iSj, 
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cnt, for no other purpofe then to fubilue the petulant CHAP, 
fpirit of the man. Thefe excufes alleviate the guilt ; but L1V. 
there dill remains enough to prove, that the mind of the L/*"7>J 
deputy, though great and firm, had been not a little de- 
baudhed by the riot of abfolute power and uncontrouled 
authority. 

When Strafford was called over into England, he 
found every thing falling into fuch con fulion, by the open 
rebellion ot the cots, and the fecret difcontents of th<> 
Englifh, that, if he had counleilcd or executed ;my violent 
meafurc, he might perhaps have been able to npologizi 
for his conduct, trorn the great law of necefnty, which 
admits not, while the necelRty is extreme, of any fcru- 
ple, ceremony, or delay". But in fact, no illegal advice 
or a£tion was proved againlt him ; and the whole amount 
of his guilt, during this period, was fome peevifh, or at 
fnoit imperious, cxpre (lions, which, amidit fuch defpe- 
rate extremities, and during a bad itate of health*, had un- 
happily fallen from him. 

If Strafford's apology was, in the main, fo fati^facrory 
when he pleaded to each particular article of the charge, 
his victory was Mill more decifivc when he brought the 
whole {pgether, and repelled the imputation of treafon \ 
the crime which the commons would infer from the full 
view of his conduct -and behaviour. Of all fpecics of guilt, 
the law of England had, with the moft fcrupulous exaft- 
nefs, defined that of treafon ; becaufe on that fule it was 
found mod necefiary to proteti the fubject againit the 
violence of the king and of his minifttrs. In the famous 
ftatute of Edward III. all the kinds of treafon are enume- 
rated, and every other crime, belides fuch as are there ex- 
prefsly mentioned, is carefully excluded from that ap- 
pellation. But with regard to this guilt, an endeavour t» 
fubvert the fundamental la ws, the ftatute of treafons is to- 
tally filent : And arbitrarily to introduce it int<-> the fatal 
catalogue, is itlelf a fubver'.ion of all law; and, under co- 
lour of defending liberty, revcrfes a (tatute the beltcal-' 
eulnred for thefecurity of liberty that had ever been enac- 
ted by ah Englifh parliament. 

As this fpecies of treafon, difcovcred by the commons, 
is entirely new and unknown to the laws ; fo is the fpe- 
cies of proof by which they pretend to fix that guilt upon 
the prifoner. They have invented a kind of accumulative, 
or conflruclive evidence, by which many a£lions, either 
totally innocent in thcmfelvcs, or criminal in a much in- 

♦ Rniliworih, vol. iv. p. $S9- 
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C II A ?• ferior degree, (hall, when united, amount to treafon, and 
] ,1V. fubjefi the perfon to the highclt penalties fciflifted by the 

u*^,*-^ Jaw. Ahaftyand unguarded word, a ram and paffionate 
x64i. attion, affifted by the malevolent fancy of the accufcr, 
and tortured by doubtful conftruc"tions, is tranfmitted 
Into the dcepeft guilt ; and the lives and fortunes of the 
whole nation, no longer protected by juftice, are fubject- 
cd to arbitrary will and pleafure. 

« Where has this fpecics of guilt lain fo long con- 
» cealed ?" faid Strafford in conclufion : « Where has 
w this fire been fo long buried, during fo many centuries, 
" that no fmoak fhould appear till it burfts out at once, 
" to con fume me and my children ? Better it were to 
" live under no law at all, and by the maxims of cauti- 
11 ous prudence, to conform ourfelves, the beft we can, 
" to the arbitrary will of a mafter ; than fancy we have 
«« a law on which we can rely, and find at la 11, that this 
** law fliall inflict a punifhmcnt precedent to the pro- 
" mulgation, and try us by maxims unheard of till 
<{ the very moment of the profecution. If I fail on the 
«| Thames, and fplit my veffel on an anchor; in cafe 
*' there be no buov to give warning, the party fhall pay me 
*' damages: But, if the anchor be marked out, then is the 
" ftriking on it at my own peril. Where is the mark fet 
** upon this crime ? Where the token by which I fhould 
«' difcover it ? It has lain concealed, under water j and no 
human prudence, no human innocence, could fave me 
" from the destruction with which I am at pre lent threat- 
" ened. 

rt It is now full two hundred and forty years fincc 
" treafons were defined ; and fo. long has it been fince 
" any man was touched to this exrent, upon this crime, 
«' before myfelf. We have lived, my lords, happily to our- 
«' fclves at home : We have lived glorioufly abroad to the 
*' world ; Let us be content with what our fathers have 
" left us : Let not our ambition carry us to be more learn- 
" ed than they were, in thefc killing and deftruclive arts. 
" Great wifdom it will be in your lordihips, and juft pro- 
" vidence, for yourfelves, for your pofterities, for the 
«• whole kingdom, to caft from you, into the fire, thefc 
" bloody and myfterious volumes of arbitrary and con- 
" itructive treafons as the primitive Chriftians did their 
*' books of curious arts, and betake yourfelves to the plain 
" letter of the ftatute, which tells you where the crime is, 
"« and points out to you the path by which you may avoid 
** it. 

" Let us not to our own deftrucYion, awake thofe 
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" flecping lions, by rattling up a company of old records, CH A P. 

*« which have lain for fo many ages, by the wall, forgot- L1V. 

" ten and neglected. To all my afflictions, add not this, 

" my lords, the molt fevere of ;,«;' ; that I', for my other x ^ 41 - 

" fins, not for my treafons, be the means of introducing 

" a precedent fo pernicious to the laws and liberties of 

" my native country. 

" Howevf.k, theft gentlemen at the bar fay they fpeak 
u for the commonwealth ; and they believe fo : Yet un- 
" der favour, it is I who, in this particular, fpeak for the 
" commonwealth. Precedents, like thofe, which are en- 
«« deavoured to be eftablifhed againft me, muft draw along 
" fuch inconveniencies and miferies, that, in a few years, 
* the kingdom will be in the condition expreffed in a fta- 
«* tute of Henry IV.; and no man fhall know by what 
'* rule to govern his words and actions. 

** Impose not, my lords, difficulties infurmountable 
« upon miniftersof ftate, nor difable them from ferving 
** with cheerfulnefs their king and country. If you exa- 
• ( mine them, and under fuch fevere penalties, by every 
<( grain, by every little weight, the fcrutiny will be into- 
** lerable. The public affairs of the kingdom muft be left 

wafte, and no wife man, who has any honour or fortune 
" to lole, will ever engage himfelf in fuch dreadful, fuch 
" unknown perils. 

** My lords, I have now troubled your lordfhips a great 
<* deal longer than I fhould have done. Were it not for 
'« the intereft of thefe pledges, which a faint in heaven left 
** me, I fhould be loth" — Here he pointed to his children, 
and his weeping (topped him — " What I forfeit myfelf, it 
'< is nothing : But, I confefs, that my indifcretion (houI4 
** forfeit for them, it wounds me very deeply. You will 
" be pleafed to pardon my infirmity: Something I fhould 
" have faid ; but I fee I fhall not be able, and therefore, I 
" fkall leave it. 

" And now, my lords, I thank God, I have been, by 
" his blefling, fufficiently inftructed in the extreme vani- 
« ty of all temporary enjoyments, compared to the ini- 
« portance of our eternal duration. And fo, my lords, 
u even fo, with all humility, and with all tranquility of 
** mind, I fubmit, clearly and freely, to your judgments i 
»« and whether that righteous doom, fliall be to life or 
« death, I fhall repofe myfelf, full of gratitude and 
'« confidence, in the arms of the great Author of my tic- 
" iftence*." 

* RauYwortfc, vol, iv. p 659, &c. 
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C H AP. Cert.iinly, fays Whitlocke*, with his ufual candour, 
LIV. tuver any man ailed fitch a part, on fuch. a theatre, -with more 

V-^v^-* wifdom, conflancy and eloquence, with greater reafon, judgment 3 
I «pt ttnd temper, and with a bitter gracf in all his words and ac- 
tions, than did this great and excellent per/on ; and he moved 
the hearts cf ell his auditors, fame few excepted, to remorfe 
and pity. It is remarkable, that the hiftorian, who ex- 
preffes himfelf in thefe terms, was himfelf chairman of that 
committee which conducted the impeachment againlt. 
this unfortunate ftatefman. The accufation and defence 
Lifted eighteen days. The managers divided the feveral 
articles among them, and attacked the prifoner with all 
the weight of authority, with all the vehemence of rheto- 
ric, with all the accuracy of long preparation. Strafford 
was obliged to fpeak with deference and referve, towards 
his moil inveterate enemies, the commons, the Scottilh 
nation,, and the Irifh parliament. He took only a very fhort 
time, on each article, to recollect himfelf: Yet he alone, 
without afliftancc, mixing modefty and humility with firm- 
nefs and vigour, made fuch a defence, that the commons 
faw it inipofiible, by a legal profecution, ever to obtain a 
fentence againlt him. 

But the death of Strafford was too important a ftroke 
of party to be left unattempted by any expedient, however 
extraordinary. Befides the great genius and authority of 
that minilter, he had threatened fome of the popular lead- 
ers with an impeachment ; and, had he not, himfelf, been 
fuddeniy prevented by the impeachment of the commons, 
he had, that very day, it was thought, charged Pym, 
Hambden, and others, with treafon,for having invited the 
Scots to invade England. A bill of attainder was there- 
fore brought into the lower hou'fe, immediately after finifh- 
ing thefe pleadings ; and preparatory to it, a new proof 
of the earl's guilt was produced, in order to remove fuch 
fcruples as might be entertained with regard to a. method 
of proceeding lb unfual and irregular. 
' Sir Henry Vane, fecretary, had taken fome notes of a 
debate in council, after the diffolution of the laft parlia- 
ment; and being at a diftance, he had fent the keys of 
his cabinet, a» was pretended, to his fon, fir Henry, in or- 
der to fearch for fome papers, which were neceffary for 
completing a marriage-fettlement. Young Vane, falling 
upon this paper of notes, deemed the matter of theutmolt 
importance ; and immediately communicated it to Pym, 
who now produced the paper before the houfe of com- 
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mens. The queftion before the council was ; Ojfrnftvc or CHAP. 
dtfetiFive war with the Scots. The king propofes this diffi- LIV. 
culty, " But how can I undertake offenfive war, if I have v-*-v-^ 
" no more money ?" The anlvver afcribed to Strafford, l64 '- 
was in thefe words: "Borrow of the city a hundred 
M thoufand pounds : Go on vigoroufly to levy fhip-mo- 
" ney. Your majefty having tried the affe£tions of your 
" people, you are abfolved and loofe from all rules of go- 
'* vernment, and may do what power will admit. Your 
*' majefty, having tried all ways, fhall be acquitted before 
" God and man. And you have an armyin Ireland, which 
a you may employ to reduce this kingdom to obedience : 
" For I am confident the Scots cannot hold out five 
" months." There followed fome counfels of Laud and 
Cottington equally violent, with regard to the king's be- 
ing abfolved from all rules of government*. 

This paper, with all the circumftances of its difcovery 
and communication, was pretended to be equivalent to 
two witneffes, and to be an unanfwerable proof of thofe 
pernicious counfels of Strafford, which tended to the fub- 
verfion of the laws and constitution. It was replied by 
Strafford and his friends, That old Vane was his moft in- 
veterate and declared enemy ; and if the fecretary him- 
felf, as was by far moft probable, had willingly delivered 
to his fonthis paper of notes, to be communicated to Pym, 
this implied fuch a breach of oaths ar.d of truft, as ren- 
dered him totally unworthy of all credit: That the fecre- 
tary's depofition was at firft exceedingly dubious : Upon 
two examinations, he could notremember any fuch words: 
Even the third time, his teftimony was not pofitive, but 
imported only, that Strafford had fpoken fuch, or fuch- 
like words: And words may be very like in found, and 
differ much in fenfe ; nor ought the lives of men to de- 
pend upon grammatical criticifmsof any expreffions, much 
lefs of thofe which had been delivered by the fpeaker 
without premeditation, and committed by the hearer for 
any time, however fhort, to the uncertain record of me- 
mory. That, in the prefent cafe, changing This kingdom 
into That kingdom, a very flight alteration ! the earl's dif- 
courfe could regard nothing but Scotland, and implies no 
advice unworthy of an Englim counfellor. That even re- 
taining the expreffion, This kingdom, the words may fairly 
be underftood of Scotland, which alone was the kingdom 
that the debate regarded, and which alone had thrown ofl 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 223, 229, 2jo, &c Whilfockc, p. 4X. 
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CHAP, allegiance, and could be reduced to obedience. That it 
LIV. could be proved, as well by the evidence of all the king's 

V-«~v-»w' minifter's, as by the known difpofition of the forces, that 
1641. the intention never was to land the Irifli army in Eng- 
land, but in Scotland. That of fix other counfellors pre- 
sent, Laud and Windebank could give no evidence ; I or* 
thumberland, Hamilton, Cottington, and Juxon, could 
recollect no fuch exprefiion ; and the advice was too re- 
markable to be eafily forgotten. That it was no wife pro- 
bable fuch a defperate counfel would be openly delivered 
at the board, and before Northumberland, a perfon of that 
high rank, and whofe attachments to the court were fo 
much weaker than his connexions with the country That 
though Northumberland, and he alone, had recollected 
fome fuch exprelfion as that Of being abfolvcd from rules 
»f government, yet, in fuch defperate extremities as thofe 
Into which the king and kingdom were then fallen, a max- 
im of that nature, allowing it to be delivered by Straf- 
ford, may be defended upon principles the moft favoura- 
ble to law and liberty. And that nothing could be more 
iniquitous, than to extract an accufation of treafon from 
an opinion fimply propofed at the council-table, yr\a re !l 
freedom of debate ought to be permitted, and where it 
was not unufual for the members, in order to bring forth 
the fentiments of others, to propofe counfels very ren.ute 
from their own fecret advice and judgment*. 

till 0! at- The evidence of fecretary Vane, though expefed to 

tender. fuch unfurmountable objections, was the real caufe of 
Strafford's unhappy fate ; and made the bill of attainder 
pafs the commons with no greater oppofition than that 
of fifty-nine dilfenting votes. But there remained two 
other branches of the legiflature, the king and the lords, 
whofe affent was requifite : and thefe, if left to their free 
judgment, it was eafily forefcen, would reject the bill 
without fcruple or deliberation. To overcome this diffi- 
culty, the popular leaders employed expedients, for which 
they were beholden, partly to their own induftry, partly 
to the indifcrction of their adverfaries. 

NexY Sunday after the bill pafled the commons, the 
puritanical pulpits refounded with declarations concern- 
ing the ncceffity of executing juftice upon great delin- 
quents*. The populace took the alarm. About fix thou- 
fand men armed with fwords and cudgels, flocked from 
the city, and furrounded the houfes of parliamentf . The 
names of the fifty-nine commoners who had voted againfi 
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the bill of attainder were ported up under the title of CHAP. 
Straffordiant, and betrayers of their country. Thefe were LIV. 
expoled to all the infults of the ungovernable multitude, v^*-^-^* 
When any of the lords paffed, the cry, for jujlice againft 
Strafford refounded in their ears : v And fuch as were fuf- 
pe&ed of friendfhip to that obnoxious minifter, were furc 
to meet with menaces, not unaccompanied with fymptoms 
of the moft defperate refolutions in the furious populace*. 

Complaints in the houfe of commons being made 
againft thefe violences, as the moft flagrant breach of pri- 
vilege, the ruling members, by their affe&ed coolnefs and 
indifference, (howed plainly that the popular tumults were 
not difagreeable to them-f. But a new difcovery made 
about this time, ferved to throw every thing into ltill grea- 
ter flame and combuftion. 

Some principal officers, Piercy, Jermyn, O'Neale, Go- 
ring, Wilmot, Pollard, Afhburnham, partly attached to 
the court, partly difgufted with the parliament, had form- 
ed a plan of engaging into the king's fervice the Englifh 
army, whom they obferved to be difpleafed at fome marks 
of preference given by the commons to the Scots. For 
this purpofe they entered into an affociation, took an 
oath of fecrecy, and kept a clofe correfpondence with 
fome of the king's fervants. The form of a petition to the 
king and parliament was concerted ; and it was intended 
to get this petition fubferibed by the army. The petition- 
ers there reprefent the great and unexampled conceflions 
made by the king for the fecurity of public peace and li- 
berty ; the endlefs demands of certain infatiahle and tur- 
bulent fpirits, whom nothing lefs will content, than a to- 
tal fabverfion of the ancient conftitution; the frequent tu- 
mults which thefe factious malcontents had excited, and 
which endangered the liberty of parliament. To prevent 
thefe mifchiefs, the army offered to come up and guard 
that affembly. " So (hall the nation," as they exprefs 
themfelves in the conclufion, " not only be vindicated 
" from preceding innovations, but be fecured from the 
" future which are threatened, and which are likely to 
«« produce more dangerous effeds than the formerj." The 
draught of this petition being conveyed to the king, he 
was prevailed on, fomewhat imprudently, to counterfign 
it himfelf, as a mark of his approbation. But, as feveral 
difficulties occured, the project was laid alidc two months 
before any public difcovery W3S made of it. 



* Clarendon, vol. i. p. 23s. + Whitlockf, utfupra. 
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CHAP. It was Goring who betrayed the fecret to the popular 
LIV. leaders. The alarm may eafily be imagined which this in- 

i^-v-*-' telligence conveyed. Petitions from the military to the ci- 
1641- vil power are always looked on as difguifed or rather un- 
difguifed commands; and are of a nature widely different 
from petitions prefented by any other rank of men. Pym 
opened the matter in the houfe*. On the firft intimation of 
a difcovery, Piercy concealed himfelf, and Jermyn with- 
drew beyond fea. This farther confirmed the fufpicion of a 
dangerous confpiracy. Goringdelivered his evidence before 
the houfe : Piercy wrote a letter to his brother Northumber- 
land, confelling moft of the particularsf. Both their tefti- 
monies agree with regard to the oath of fecrefy ; and as 
this circumftance had been denied by Pollard, Alhburn- 
ham, and Wilmot, in all their examinations, it was re- 
garded as a new proof of fome defperate refolutions which 
had been taken. 

To convey more quickly the terror and indignation at 
this plot, the commons voted, that a proteflation fhould 
be figned by all the members. It was fent up to the lords, 
and figned by all of them, except Southampton and Ro- 
barts. Orders were given by the commons alone, without 
other authority, that it Ihould be fubfcribed by the whole 
nation. The proteflation was in itfelf very inoffenfive, 
even infignificant ; and contained nothing but general de- 
clarations, that the fubfcribers would defend their religi- 
on and liberties^. But it tended to increafe the popular 
panic, and intimated, what' was more exprefsly declared 
in the preamble, that thefe blefling were now expofed to 
the utmolt peril. 

Alarms were every day given of new confpiracies§ ; 
In Lancafhire, great multitudes of papifts were affembling. 
Secret meetings were held by them in caves and under- 
ground in Surrey : They had entered into a plot to blow 
up the river with gun-powder, in order to drown the city : 
Provifionsof arms were making beyond fea: Sometimes 
France, fometimes Denmark, was forming defigns againft 
the kingdom : And the populace, who are always terrified 
with prefent, and enraged with diftunt dangers, were ftill 
farther animated in their demands of juftice againft the 
unfortunate Strafford. 

The king came to the houfe of lords : And though he 
expreffed his resolution, for which he offered them any 

• Rufliworth, vol. v. p. 240. + Idem, Ibid. p. 2?j. 

I Clarendon, vol. i. p. 252. Rufhworth, vol. v. p. »oi. War- 
wick, p. 180. § DviRdale, p. 69. Franklyn, p. 901. 
|| Sir Edward Walker, p. 309. 
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ftcurity, never again to employ StrafFord in any brai*cli of CHAP, 
public bufniefs, he profeffed himfelf totally difTatis- LIV. 
fied with regard to the circumftance of treafon, and on ^-v^-' 
that account declared his difficulty in giving his affent to l6 4 l * 
trie bill of attainder *. The commons took fire, and voted 
it a breach of privilege, for the king to take notice of any 
bill depending before the houfes. Charles did not per- 
ceive that his attachment to Strafford was the chief mo- 
tive for the bill ; and that the greater proofs he gave of 
anxious concern for this minifter, the more inevitable did 
he render his definition. 

About eighty peers had conftantly attended Strafford's 
trial ; but fuch apprehenfions were entertained on account 
of the popular tumults, that only forty-five were prefent 
when the bill of attainder was brought into the houfe. 
Yet of thefe, nineteen had the courage to vote againft itf. 
A certain proof, that, if entire freedom had been allowed, 
the bill had been rejected by- a great majority. 

In carrying up the bill to the lords, St. John, the foli- 
citor-general, advanced two topics, well fuited to the fury 
of the times; that though the teftimony againft Strafford 
were not clear, yet, in this way of the bill, private fatis- 
fa£Hon to each man's confeience was fufheient, even 
fhould no evidence at all be produced ; and that the earl 
had no title to plead law, becaufe he had broken the law. 
It is true, added he, we give law to the hares and deer ; 
for they are beads of chafe. But it was never accounted 
either cruel or unfair, to deftroy foxes or wolves where- 
ver they can be found, for they are beafts of preyj. 

After popular violence had prevailed over the lords, 
the fame battery was next applied to force the king's af- 
fent. The populace flocked about "Whitehall, and accom- 
panied their demand of juftice with the loudeft clamours 
and moft open menaces. Rumours of confpiracies againft 
the parliament were anew fpread abroad : Invafions and 
infurrections talked of : And the whole nation was raifed 
into fuch a ferment as threatened fome great and immi- 
nent convulfion. On which-ever fide the king caft his eyes, 
he faw no refource or fecurity. All his fervants, confult- 
ing their own fafety, rather than their matter's honor, de- 
clined interpofing with their advice between him and his 
parliament. The queen, terrified with the appearance of 
lb mighty a danger, and bearing formerly no good will to 
StrafFord, was in tears, and prefled him to fatisfy his peo- 

* Ru&worth, v. p. 239; t Whitlocke, p, 33, 

\ Clarendon, vol, i, p, 231, 
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CHAP, pic in this demand, which, it was hoped, would finally 
LIV. content them. Juxon alone, whofe courage was not infe- 

fWXJ nor to his other virtues, ventured to advife him, if in his 
i*4*. confcience he did not approve of the bill, by no means to 
aflent to it". 

Strafford, hearing of Charles's irrefolution and anx- 
ity, took a very extraordinary ftep : He wrote a letter, in 
which he entreated the king, for the fake of public peace, 
to put an end to his unfortunate, however innocent, life, 
and to quiet the tumultuous people, by granting them the 
requeft for which they were fo importunate-}-. " In this," 
added he, " my confent will more acquit you to God than 
" all the world can do befides. To a willing man there is 
« no injury. And as, by God's grace, 1 forgive all the 
« world with a calmnefs and meeknefs, of infinite con- 
0 tentment to my diflodging foul ; fo, fir, to you I can 
" refign the life of this world with all imaginable cheer- 
** fulnefs, in the juft acknowledgment of your exceeding 
" favours." Perhaps Strafford hoped that this unufual in- 
ftance of generofity would engage the king ftill more ftre- 
nuoufly to protect him : Perhaps he gave his life for loft ; 
and finding himfelf in the hands of his enemies, and ob~ 
ferving that Balfour, die lieutenant of the tower, was de- 
voted to the popular partyj he abfolutely defpaired of ever 
efcaping the multiplied dangers with which he was every 
way environed. We might afcribe this ftep to a noble 
effort of difintereftednefs, not unworthy the great mind 
of Strafford, if the meafure which he advifed had not been, 
in the event, as pernicious to his mafter as it was immedi- 
ately fatal to himfelf§. 

After the mod violent anxiety and doubt, Charles at 
laft granted a commiffion to four noblemen to give the 
royal aflent, in his name, to the bill : Flattering himfelf, 
probably, in this extremity of diftrefs, that, as neither his 
will confented to the deed, nor was his hand immediately 
engaged in it, he was the more free from all the guilt 
which attended it. Thefe commiffioners he empowered, 
at the fame time, to give his affent to the bill which ren- 
dered the parliament perpetual. 

Thk commons, from policy, rather than neceffity, had 
embraced the expedient of paying the two armies by bor- 
rowing money from the city ; and thefe loans they had re- 
paid afterwards by taxes levied upon the people. The ci- 

* Clarendon, p. 257, Warwick, p, 160, ■)• Clarendon, voJ.i 

p. 458, Rufh. vol. v. p. 251. ;{ Whitlocke, p. 44, Frsaklj*, 
p. 896, <) Sec note ( AA) at the cad of the volume, ' 
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tizens, either of themfclves, or by fuggeftion, began tQ CHAP, 
ltart difficulties with regard to a farther loan which was LIV. 
demanded. We make no fcruple of trufting the parlia- iy h Y\J 
ment, laid they, were we certain that the parliament were 1641- 
to continue till our repayment. But, in the prefent preca- 
rious fituation of affairs, what fecurity can be given us for 
our money ? On pretence of obviating this objection, 2 
bill was fuddenly brought into the houfe, and pafled with 
greit unanimity and rapidity, that the parliament mould 
not be diflblved, prorogued, or adjourned, without their 
own confent. It wa9 hurried in like manner through the 
houfe of peers, and was inftantly carried to the king for 
his aflent. Charles, in the agony of grief, fhame and re- 
morfe, for Strafford's doom, perceived not that this other 
bill was of (till more fatal confequence to his authority, 
and rendered the power .of his enemies perpetual, as it 
was already uncontroulable*. In comparifon of the bill of 
attainder, by which he deemed himfelf an accomplice in 
his friend's murder, this conceffion made no figure in his 
eyes r : A circumftance, which, if it leflensour idea of his 
refolution or penetration, ferves to prove the integrity of 
his heart and the goodnefi of his difpofition. It is indeed, 
certain, that ftrong compunction for his confent to Straf- 
ford's execution attended this unfortunate prince, during 
the remainder of his life ; and even at his own fatal end, 
the memory of this guilt, with great forrow and remorfe, 
recurred upon him. All men were fo fenfible of the ex- 
treme violence which was done him, that he fuffered the 
lefs both in character and intereft, from this unhappy mea- 
fure ; and though he abandoned his beft friend, yet was 
he ft ill able to preferve, in fome degree, the attachment of 
all his adherents. 

Sf.cr>tary Carleton was fent by the king to inform 
Strafford of the final refolution which neceffity had ex- 
torted from him. The earl feemed furprifed, and ftarting 
up, exclaimed, in the words of fcripture, Put not your truji 
in princes, nor in the fans of men : for in them there is no fal- 
vation\. He was foon able, however, to collect his courage ; 
and he prepared himfelf to fuffer the fatal fentence. Only 
three days interval was allowed him. The king, who made a 
new effort in his behalf, and fent, by the hands of the 
young prince, a letter addrefled to the peers, in which he 
intreated them to confer with the commons about a miti- 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 261, 2C2. Rufhworth, vol. v, p. aStf 

I See note [BB J at the end of the volume. 
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CHAP, gation of Strafford's fentcnce, and begged at leaft for fome 
LIV. delay, was rd'ufed in both requefts*. 
v-^j Strafford, in parting from his apartment to Tow- 
lixecutum er-hill, where the fcaffold was ere&ed, ftopped under 
ford * Laud's windows, with whom he had long lived in inti^ 
1461. mate friendship ; and intreated the affiftance of his pray- 
ers, in thofe awful moments which were approaching : 
The aged primate diffolved in tears ; and having pro- 
nounced, with a broken voice, a tender bleffing on his de- 
parting friend, funk into the arms of his attendants-)-. 
Strafford, flill fuperior to his fate, moved on with an ela- 
ted countenance, and with an air even of greater dignity 
than what ufually attended him. He wanted that confo- 
lation which commonly fupports thofe who perifh by the 
ihoke of injuftice and oppreffion : He was not buoyed 
up by glory, nor by the affectionate companion of the 
fpe«Stators. Yet his mind, erect: and undaunted, found re- 
fources within itfelf, and maintained its unbroken refolu- 
tion amidft the terrors of death, and the triumphant ex- 
ultations of his mifguided enemies. His difcourfe on the 
fcaffold was full of decency and courage. " He feared," 
he faid, « that the omen was bad for the intended refor- 
•! mation of the ftate, that it commenced with the fhed- 
" ding of innocent blood." Having bid a laft adieu to his 
brother and friends who attended him, and having fent a 
bleffing to his nearer relations who were abfent ; " And 
" now," faid he, » I have nigh done ! One ftroke will 
M make my wife a widow, my dear children fatherlefs, 
" deprive my poor fervants of their indulgent mafter, 
" and fcparate me from my affectionate brother and 
" all my friends ! But let God be to you and them all 
" in all !" Going to difrobe, and prepare himfelf for 
the block, «« I thank God," faid he, « that I am nowife 
" afraid of death, nor am daunted with any terrors ; but 
" do as cheerfully lay down my head at this time, as ever 
" I did when going to repofe !" With one blow was a 
period put tolas life by the executioner^. 

Thus periihed, in the 49th year of his age, the earl of 
Strafford, one of the moft eminent perfonages that has 
appeared in England. Though his death was loudly de- 
manded'asa fatisfa&ion to juftice, and an attonement for 
the many violations of the conllitution ; it may fafely be 
•affirmed, thaL the fentence by which he fell was an enor- 

•» Rufliworth, vol. v. p. 265. f Nalfon.-vol. 5i. p. 198. 

t Ruihworth, vol. v. p, 267. 
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fnity greater than the word of thofe which his implacable CHAP, 
enemies profecuted with fo much cruel induftry. The LI\ r . 
people in their rage, had totally miftaken the proper ob- {y^/^\J 
ject of their refentment. All the necellities, or, more pro- 1641 
perly fpeaking, the difficulties by which the king had' 
been induced to ufe violent expedients for raifing fupply, 
were the refuh of meafures previous to Strafford's favour; 
and if they arofe from ill conduct, he at leaft was entirely 
innocent. Even thofe violent expedients themfelves, which 
occafioned the complaint, that the conftitution was fub- 
verted, had been, allot" them, conducted, fo far as appeared, 
without his counfel or affiftance. And whatever his pri- 
vate advice might be*, this falutary maxim he failed not, 
often and publicly to inculcate in the king's prefence, that 
if any inevitable neceffity ever obliged the fovereign to vi- 
olate the laws, this licenfe.ought to be practifed with ex- 
treme referve, and, as foon as poffible, a juft atonement be 
made to the conftitution, for any injury which it might 
luftain from fuch dangerous precedents!. The firft par- 
liament after the reltoration, reverfed the bill of attain- 
der ; and even a few weeks after Strafford's execution, 
this very parliament remitted to his children the more fe- 
vere confequences of his fentence : As if confeious of the 
violence with which the profecution had been conducted. 

In vain did Charles expect, as a return for fo many in- 
ftances of unbounded compliance, that the parliament 
would at laft (how him fome indulgence, and would cor- 
dially fall into that unanimity, to which, at the expence of 
his own power, and of his friend's life, he fo earneftly 
courted them. All his conceffions were poifoncd by their 
fufpicion of his want of cordiality ; and the fuppofed at- 
tempt to engage the army againft them, ferved with many 
as a confirmation of this jealoufy. It was natural for the 
king to feck fome refource, while all the world fcemed to 
del'ert him, or combine againlt him ; and this, probably 
was the utmoft of that embryo-fcheme which was formed 
with regard to the army. But the popular leaders itiil in- 
filled, that a defperate plot was laid to bring up the for- 
ces immediately, and offer violence to the parliament ; A 
(jefign of which Piercy's evidence acquits the king, and 
which the near neighbourhood of the Scottilh army fcems 
to render abfolutely impracticable^. By means, however, 

* That Strafford was fecretly no enemy to arbitrary counfels, ap- 
pears from fome of hi? letters and difpatches, particularly vol. ii. p. 60. 
where hefeemsto wilhthata ftanding army were cftablifhed. 

t Ruftiworth, vol. iv. p. 567, j68, j6y, 570. 

$ The project of bringing up the army to London, according to 
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of thefe fufpicions, was the fame implacable fpirit ftill 
kept alive ; and the commons, without giving the king any 
fatisfaclion in the fettlement of his revenue, proceeded to 
carry their inroads with great vigour, into his now defence- 
lefs prerogative*. 

The two ruling paffions of this parliament were, 2enl 
for liberty, and an averfion to the church ; and to both of 
thefe nothing could appear more exceptionable than the 
court of high commiffion, whofe inftitution rendered it 
entirely arbitrary, and afligned to it the defence of the ec- 
clefiaftical eftablHhment. The ftar-chamber, alfo, was a 
court which exerted high difcretionary powers ; and had 
no precife rule or limit, either with regard to the caufes 
which came under its jurisdiction, or the decifions which 
it formed. A bill unanimoufly pafTed the houfes to abo- 
liih thefe two courts ; and in them, to annihilate the 
principal and moft dangerous articles of the king's prero- 
gative. By the fame bill, the jurifdiction of the council 
was regulated, and its authority abridgedf . Charles hefi- 
tated before he gave his affent. But finding that he had 
gone too far to retreat, and that he pofleffed no refource 
in cafe of a rupture, he at laft affixed the royal fandtion to 
this excellent bill. But to fhow the parliament that he was 
fufficiently apprifed of the importance of his grant, he ob- 
ferved to them, that this ftatute altered, in a great mea- 
fure, the fundamental laws, ecclefmftical and civil, which 
many of his prcdeceflbrs.had eftablifhedj. 

By removing the ftar-chamber, the king's power of 
binding the people by his proclamations was indirectly a- 
bolifhcd ; and that important branch of prerogative, the 
ftrong fymbol of arbitrary power, and unintelligible in a 
limited conftitution, being at lalt removed, left the fyf- 
tem of government more confiftent and uniform. The ftar- 
chamber alone, was accuftomed to punifh infractions of 
the king's edicts : But as no courts of judicature now re- 
mained, except thofe in Weftminfter-hall, which take cog- 
nizance only of commons and ftatute law, the king may 
thenceforth ifiue proclamations, but no man is bound to 



Piercy, was propofi d to the king ; but he rejected it a* foolifh : Becaufe 
the Scots, who were in arms, and lying in their neighbourhood, muft be 
at London as foon as the Englifli army. This reafon is fo folid and 
convincing, that it leaves no room to doubt of the veracity of Picrcy's 
evidence; and confcqucntly acquits the king of this terrible plot of 
bringing up the army, which made fuch > noiie at the time, and was a 
pretence for fo many violences. 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 166. + Idem, ibid. p. 283, 

184. Whitiocke, p. 47- Rufliworth, vol. iii. p. 1383, 1384. 
i Rufliworth, vol. v, p. 307, 
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.obey them. It muft, however, be confcfled, that the ex- L1V. 
pcriment here made by the parliament, was not a little Is Wj 
rafh and adventurous. No government at that time ap- 164'. 
peared in the world, nor is perhaps to be found in the re- 
cords of any hiftory, which fubfifted without the mixture 
of fome arbitrary authority, committed to fome magiftrate; 
and it might reafonalfly, before-hand, appear doubtful, 
whether human fcciety could ever reach that Hate of per- 
fection, as to fupport itfelf with no other controul than the 
general and rigid maxims of law and equity. But the p ir- 
liament jultly thought, that the king was too eminent a 
magiftrate to be trufted with difcretionary power, which 
Jie might fo eafily turn to the deftru£tion of liberty. And 
in the event it has hitherto been found, that, though fome 
fenfible inconveniencies arife from the maxim of adher- 
ing ftri&ly to law, yet the advantages over-balance them, 
and fhould render the Englifh grateful to the memory of 
their anceftors, who, after repeated contefts, at laft efta- 
blifhed that noble, though dangerous, principle. 

At the requeft of the parliament, Charles, inftead of 
the patents during pleafure, gave all the judges patents 
during their good behaviour": A circumftance of the 
greateft moment towards fecuring their independency, 
and barring the entrance of arbitrary power into the or- 
dinary courts of judicature. 

THEmarfhal's court, which took cognizance of offen- 
five words, and was not thought fufficiently limited by law, 
was alfo, for that reafon, abolifhedf. The ftannary courts, 
which exercifed jurisdiction over the miners, being liable 
to a like objection, underwent a like fate. The abolition 
of the council of the north and the council of Wales fol- 
lowed from the fame principles. The authority of the 
clerk of the market, who had a general infpeclion over the 
weights and meafures throughout the kingdom, was tranf- 
ferred to the mayors, fheriiTS, and ordinary magiftrates. 

In fhort, if we take a furvey of the tranfatt ions of this 
memorable parliament, during the firft period of its opera- 
tions, we fhall find that, excepting Strafford's attainder, 
which was ■* complication of cruel iniquity, their merits in 
other refpects fo much outweigh their miftakes, as to en- 
title them to praife from all lovers of liberty. Not only were 
former abufes remedied, and grievances redreffed : Great 
provifion, for the future, was made by law agaiuft the re- 
turn of like complaints. And if the mean?, by which they 
obtained fuch advantages favouroften of artifice, fometimes 
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CHAP, of violence ; it is to be confidered, that revolutions of go- 
L1V. vernment cannot be effected by the mere force of argu- 
v^y"*-' ment and reafoning : And that factions being once excited, 
1641 • men can neither fo firmly regulate the tempers of others, 
nor their own, as to enfure themfelves againft all exorbi- 
tances. 

Anguft. 8. The parliament now came to a paufe. The king had 
King's promifed his Scottifh fubjects, that he would this fummer 

journey to , 7 V \. 1 • 1 

Scotland. pay them a viiit, m order to fettle their government ; and 
though the Englifh parliament was very importunate with 
him, that he fhouldlay afide that journey; they could not 
prevail with him fo much as to delay it. As he muft ne- 
cefTarily in his journey, have pafled through the troops of 
both nations, the commons feem to have entertained great 
jealoufy on that account, and to have now hurried on, as 
much as they formerly delayed, the difbanding of the ar- 
mies. The arrears, therefore, of the Scots, were fully paid 
them ; and thofe of the Englifh in part. The Scots re- 
turned hom«, and the Englifh were feparated into their 
feveral counties, and difmifled. 
9th Sept. After this the parliament adjourned to the 20th of 
October ; and a committee of both houfes, a thing unpre- 
cedented, was appointed to fit during the recefs, with ve- 
ry ample powers*. Pym was elected chairman of the com- 
mittee of the lower houfe. Farther attempts were made 
by the parliament, while it fat, and even by the commons 
alone, for affuming fovereign executive powers, and pub- 
lifhing their ordinances, as they called them, inftead of 
laws. The committee too, on their part, was ready to imi- 
tate the example. 

A small committee of both houfes was appointad to 
attend the king into Scotland, in order, as was pretended, 
to fee that the articles of pacification were executed ; but 
really to be fpies upon him, and extend ft ill farther, the 
ideas of parliamentary authority, as well as eclipfe the 
majefty of the king. The earl of Bedford, lord Howard, 
fir Philip Stapleton, fir William Armyne, Fiennes, and 
Hambden, were the perfons chofenf. 

Endeavours were ufed before Charles's departure, to 
have a protector of the kingdom appointed, with a power 
to pafs laws, without having recourfe to the king. So lit- 
tle regard was now paid to royal authority, or to the ef- 
tablifhed conititution of the kingdom. 

Amidst the great variety of affairs which occurred 
during this bufy period, we have almoft overlooked the 
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marriage of the princefs Mary, with William prince of CHAP. 
Orange. The king concluded not this alliance without L1V. 
communicating his intentions to the parliament, who re- ^"V"*-' 
ceived the propofal with fatisfaftion*. This was the com- 
mencement of the connections with the family of 
Orange : Connections, which were afterwards attended 
with the molt important confequences, both to the king- 
dom and to the houfe of Stuart. 



* Whitlocke, p. 38. 
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Settlement of Scotland Con/piracy in Ireland Injur* 

reel ion and majfacre Meeting of the Englijl) parlia- 
ment The remonjlrance Reafons on both fides- 
Impeachment of the biflwps Accufation of five mem- 
bers Tumults King leaves London Arrives 

in Tcrk Preparations for civil war. 



CH AP. r 1 ""HEScots, who began thefefatal commotions, thought 
LV. \_ that they had finifhed a very perilous undertaking, 

r^XVNJ muc h to tnen " profit and reputation. Befides the large pay 
1641. voted them for lying in good quarters during a twelve- 
month, the Englifh parliament had conferred on them a. 
prefent of 300,000 pounds for their brotherly afiiftance*. 
In the articles of pacification, they were declared to have 
ever been good fubje&s ; and their military expeditions 
were approved of, as enterprifes calculated and intended 
for his majefty's honour and advantage. To carry farther 
the triumph over their fovereign, thefe terms, fo ignomi- 
nious to him, were ordered, by a vote of parliament, to 
be read in all churches, upon a day of thankfgiviag, ap- 
pointed for the national pacificationf : All their claims 
for the reftricYion of prerogative were agreed to be ratifi- 
ed : And what they more valued than all thefe advanta- 
ges •, they had a near profpecl of fpreading the prefbyte- 
rian discipline in England and Ireland, from the feeds, 
which they had fcattered, of their religious principles. 
Never did refined Athens fo exult in diffufling the fciences 
and liberal arts over a favage world ; never did generous 
Rome fo pleafe herfelf in the view of law and order efta- 
bliflied by her victorious arms ; as the Scots now rejoiced 
in communicating their barbarous zeal and theological 
fervour, to the neighbouring nations. 
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Charles, defpoiled in England of a conuderable part CHAP, 
of his authority, and dreading (till farther encroachments LV. 
upon him, arrived in Scotland, with an intention of abdi- ^_*-y^^» 
citing almoft entirely the fmall fhare of power which there l6 4i- 
remained to him, and of giving full fatisfaction, if poffible, Aug. ss,. 
to his reftlefs fubjects in that kingdom. Settlement 

The lords of articles were an ancient inftitution in the ofScotlan<1 * 
Scottifh parliament. They were conltituted after this 
manner. The temporal lords chofe eight bifhops : The 
bifhops elected eight temporal lords : Thefe fixteen nam- 
ed eight commilhoners of counties, and eight burgefliss : 
And without the previous confent of the thirty-two, who 
were denominated lords of articles, no motion could be 
made in parliament. As the bilhops were entirely devoted 
to the court, it is evident that all the lords of articles, by 
neceffary confequence, depended on the king's nomina- 
tion \ and the prince, befides one negative after the bills 
had palTed through parliament, poflefl'ed indirectly ano- 
ther before their introduction j a prerogative of much 
greater confequence than the former. The bench of bi- 
fhops being now abolifhed, the parliament laid hold of 
the opportunity, and totally let afide the lords of articles: 
And till this important point was obtained, the nation, 
properly fpeaking, could not be faid to enjoy any regu- 
lar freedom*. 

It it is remarkable that, notwithftanding this inftitu- 
tion, to which there was no parallel in England, the roy- 
al authority was always deemed much lower in Scotland 
than in the former kingdom. Bacon reprefents it as one 
advantage to be expected from the union, that the too 
extenfive prerogative of England would be abridged by 
the example of Scotland, and the two narrow prerogative 
of Scotland be enlarged from the imitation of England. 
The Englifh were, at that time, a civilifed people, and 
obedient to the laws : But among the Scots, it was of 
little confequence how the laws were framed, or by whom 
voted, while the exorbitant ariftocracy had it fo much 
in their power to prevent their regular execution. 

The peers and commons formed only one houfe in the 
Scottifh parliament.: And as it had been the practice of 
James, continued by Charles, to grace Englifh gentlemen 
with Scottifh titles, all the determinations of parliament, 
it was to be feared, would in time, depend upon the 
prince, by means of thefe votes of foreigners, who had 
no intereft or property in the nation. It was, therefore, a 
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CHAP, J aw dcferving approbation, that no man fhould be crca- 
LV. ted a Scotch peer, who poflefTed not 10,000 marks (above 

v-^-n'-^-' 500 pounds) of annual renc in the kingdom*. 

i*4* A law for trienr.ial parliaments was likewife palled ; 

and it was ord.dned, that the lafl: act of every parliament 
lhoif d be to appoint the time and place for holding th& 
parliament next enfuingf. 

Thk king was deprived of that power, formerly exer- 
cifed, of iuuing prochmaticns, which enjoined obedi- 
ence, under the penalty of trtafon : A prerogative which 
invellcd him with the whole Icgiflative authority, even in 
matters of the highclt importance^. 

So far was laudable j But the mcft fatal blow given to 
royal authority, and what in a manner dethroned the 
prince, was the article, that no member of the privy coun- 
cil, in whofe hands, during the king's abfence, the whole 
admir.iftration lay, no officer of Itate, none of the judges, 
fhould be appointed but by advice and approbation of par- 
liament. Charles even agreed to deprive of their feats, 
four judges who had adhered to his mtcrefts ; and their 
place was fupplied by ethers more agreeable to the ruling 
party. Several of the covenanters were alfo fworn of the. 
privy council. And all the minillers of Hate, ccunfellors, 
and judges, \sere, by law, to hold their places during life 
or good behaviour*. 

Thk king, while in Scotland, conformed himfelf en- 
tirely to the eltabliihed church ; and aflifted with great 
gravity, at the long prayers and longer fermons with which 
the prefbyterians endeavoured to regale him. He bellow- 
ed penfions and preferments on Hendcrfon, Gillefpy, and 
other popular preachers ; and praclifed every art to foften, 
if not to gain, his greatclt enemies. The earl of Argyle 
was created a marquis, lord Louden an earl, Lefley was 
dignified with the title of earl of Leven][. His friends, he 
was obliged, for the prefent, to neglecl: and overlook : 
Some of them were difgufled : And his enemies were not 
reconciled ; but afcribed all his carefles and favours to ar- 
tifice and neceflity. 

Akcyi Eand Hamilton, being feized with an apprehen- 
fion, real or pretended, that the earl of Crawfurd and 
others meant to aflaflinatc them, left the parliament fud- 
tlenly, and retired into the country : But upon invitation 
and atTurances, returned in a few days. This evenr, which; 
had neither caufc nor erle£t that was vifible, norpurpofe, 
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nor confcquence, was commonly denominated the incident. CH A P. 

But though the incident had no effect in Scotland; what LV. . 

was not expected, it was attended with confcqucnces ^^r^-> 

in England. The Engiifh parliament which was now af- l6 4 1- 

fembled, being willing to awrkcn the people's tendcrnefs 

by exciting their fears, immediately took the alarm ; as if ©A. 20. 

the malignants, fo they called the king's party , had laid a 

plot at once to murder them and all the godly in both 

kingdoms. They applied, therefore, to Effex, whom the 

king had left general in the fouth of England; and he or. 

dered a guard to attend them*. 

But while the king was employed in pacifying the 
commotions in Scotland, and was preparing to return to 
England, in order to apply himfelf to the fame falutary 
work in that kingdom ; he received intelligence of a dan- 
gerous rebellion broken out in Ireland, with circumltances 
of the utmolt horror, bloc>dfhed,and devastation. On e\ cry 
fide, this unfortunate prince was purfued with murmurs, 
difcontent, faction, and civil wars ; and the fire from all 
quarters, even by the molt independent accidents, at once 
blazed up about him. 

The great plan of James, Tn tire adminiftration of Ire- 
land, continued by Charles, was, by juftice and peace, to 
reconcile that turbulent people to the authority of laws, 
and introducing arts and induftry among them, to cure 
them of thatfloth and barbarifm to which they had ever 
been fubje£t. In order to ferve both thefe purpofes, and 
at the fame time fecure the dominion of Ireland to the 
Engiifh crown, great eolonies of Britifh had been carried 
over, and, being intermixed with the Irifh, had every- 
where introduced a new face of things into that country. 
During a peace of near forty years, the inveterate quarrels 
between the nations, feemed, in a great meafure, to be ob- 
literated ; and though much of the landed property, for r 
feited by rebellion, had been conferred ori the new plan- 
ters, a more than equal return had been made by their 
inftrucling the natives in tillage, building, manufactures, 
and all the civilized arts of lifef. This had been the courfe 
of things during the fucceffive adminiftrations ofChicheC* 
ter, Grandifon, Falkland, and, above all, of Strafford. Un- 
der the government of this latter nobleman, the pacific 
plans now come to greater maturity, and forwarded by 
his vigour and industry, feemed to have operated with 

• Whitlocke, p. 40. DugtUle, p. 72.. Burnet 'j Memoiri of tke 
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CHAP, full fuccefs, and to have beftowed, at laft, on that ravage 
LV. country, the face of a European fettlement. 

V^-v^- 1 After Strafford fell a victim to popular rage, the ru- 
1041. mours excited m Ireland by that great event, could not 
fuddenly be compofed, but continued to produce the great- 
eft innovations in the government. 

The Britifh proteftants, tranfplanted into Ireland, 
having every moment before their eyes all the horrors of 
popery, had naturally been carried into the oppofite ex- 
treme, and had univerfally adopted thehigheft principles 
and practices of the puritans. Monarchy, as well as the 
hierarchy, was become odious to them ; and every me- 
thod of limiting the authority of the crown, and detaching 
themfelves from the king of England, was greedily adopt- 
ed and purfued. They confidered not, that as they fcarce- 
]y formed the fixth part of the people, and were fecretly 
obnoxious to the ancient inhabitants, their only method 
of fupporting themfelves was by maintaining royal autho- 
rity, and preserving a great dependence on their mother- 
country. The Englifh commons, likewife, in their furious 
proiecution of Straflbrd, had overlooked the moil obvious 
confequences; and while they imputed to him, as a crime, 
every difcretionary acT of authority, they defpoiled ail 
fucceeding governors of that power, by which alone the 
Irifh could be retained in fubjeclion. And fo ftrong was 
the current for popular government in all the three king- 
doms, that the moft eftablifhed maxims of policy were 
every where abandoned, in order to gratify this ruling 
pallion. 

Charles, unable to refill, had been obliged to yield to 
the Irifh, as to the Scottifh and Englifh parliaments ; and 
found too, that their encroachments ftill rofe in propor- 
tion to hisconceflions. Thofe fubfidies, which themfelves 
had voted, they reduced, by a fubfequent vote, to a fourth 
part : The court of high commifiion was determined to 
be a grievance : Martial law abolifhed : The jurifdielion 
of the council annihilated : Proclamations and ads of 
ftate declared of no authority : Every order or iiiilitutton, 
which depended on monarchy, was invaded ; and the 
prince was defpoiled of all his prerogative, without the 
lead pretext of any violence or illegality in his adminiftra- 
lion. 

The (landing army of Ireland was ufually about 3000 
men but in order to affift the king in fupprefTing the 
Scottifh covenanters, Strafford had raifed 8000 more, 
and had incorporated with them a thoufand men, drawn 
from the old army ; a neeeflary expedient for bellowing 
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order and difcipline on the new-levied foldiers. The pri- CHAP, 
vate men in this army were all catholics ; but the officers, LV. 
both commiffion and non-com million, were proteftants, {y~Y\J 
and could entirely be depended on by Charles. The Eng- '^i. 
lifh commons entertained the greateft apprehenfions on 
account of this army ; and never ceafed foliciting the 
king, till he agreed to break it : Nor would they confent 
to arry proposal for augmenting the (landing army to 5000 
men ; a number which the king deemed neceflary for re- 
taining Ireland in obedience. 

Charles, thinking it dangerous that 8000 men accuf- 
tomed to idlenefs, and trained to the ufe of arms, fhould 
be difperfed among a nation fo turbulent and unfettled, 
agreed with the Spanifh ambaflador to have them trans- 
ported into Flanders, andenlifted in his matter's feivice. 
The Englit'h commons, pretending apprehenfions, left re- 
gular bodies of troops, difciplined in the Low Countries, 
fhould prove ftill more dangerous, fhowed fome averfion 
to this expedient ; and the king reduced his allowance to 
4000 men. But when the Spaniards had hired fhips for 
tranfporting thefe troops, and the men were ready to em- 
bark ; the commons, willing to fhow their power, and 
not difpleafed with an opportunity of curbing and affront- 
ing the king, prohibited every one from furnifhing veffels 
for thatfervice. And thus, the project,, formed by Charles, 
of freeing the country from thefe men, was unfortunately 
difappointed*. 

The old Irifh remarked all thefe falfe fteps of the Eng- 
lifh, and refolved to take advantage of them. Though 
their animofity againtt that nation, for want of an occa- 
fion to exert itfelf, feemed to be extinguifhed, it was only 
compofed into a temporary and deceitful tranquility-]-. 
Their interefts, both with regard to property and religion, 
fecretly ftimulated them to a revolt. No individual of any 
fept, according to the ancient cuftoms, had the property 
of any particular eftate ; but as the whole fept had a title 
to a whole territory, they ignorantly preferred this barba- 
rous community before the more fecure and narrower 
pofleffions affigned them by the Englilh. An indulgence 
amounting almoft to a toleration, had been given to the 
catholic religion : But fo long as the churches and the ec- 
clefiaftical revenues were kept from the priefts, and they 
were obliged to endure the neighbourhood of profane he- 
retics, being themfelves difcontented, they continually 
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endeavoured to retard any cordial reconciliation between 
the Englifli and the Irifli nations. 

Ti-iERii was a gentleman called Roger More, who, 
though of a narrow fortune, was delcended from an an- 
cient Irifli family, and was much celebrated among his 
countrymen for valour and capacity. This man firft form- 
ed rhc project of expelling the Englifli, and afleiting the 
independency of his native country*. He fecretly went 
from chieftain to chieftain, and roufed up every latent 
principle of difepntent. He maintained a clofe covrefpon- 
dence with lord Maguire and fir Phelim O'Neale, the 
moft powerful of the old Irifh. By converfation, by let- 
ters, by his emiflaries, he reprefented to his countrymen 
the nsotivcsof a revolt. He obferved to them, that by the 
rebellion of the Scots, and factions of the Englifli, the 
king's authority in Britain was reduced to fo low a condi- 
tion, that he never could exert himfelf with any vigour 
in maintaining the Englifh dominion over Ireland ; that 
the catholics in the Irilh houfc of commons, affiftxd by 
the pfoteftants, had fo diminifhed the royal prerogative 
and the power of the lieutenant, as would much facilitate 
the conducting, to its defired effect, any confpiracy or 
combination, which could be formed-, that the Scots hav- 
ing fo fucccfsfully thrown ofF dependence on the crown of 
England, and affumcd the government into their own 
hands, had fet an example to the lrilh, who had fo much 
greater opprcflions to complain of j that the Englifli plan- 
ters, who had expelled them their poffeffioiis, fuppreficd 
their religion, and bereaved them of their liberties, were 
but a handful incomparifon of the natives ; that they liv- 
ed in the molt lupine fecurity, interfperfed with their nu- 
merous enemies, milling to the protection of a fmall ar- 
my, which was itfelf fcattcred in inconfiderable divifions 
throughout the whole kingdom ; that a great body of, 
men, difciplincd by the government, were now thrown 
loofe, and were ready for any daring or defperate enter- 
prife ; that though the catholics had hitherto enjoyed, in 
fome tolerable meafure, the exercife of their religion, from 
the moderation of their indulgent prince, they muft hence- 
forth expect, that the government will be conducted by 
ether maxims and other principles; that the puritanical 
parliament, having at length fubdued their fovereign, 
would, no doubt, as foon as they had confolidated their 
authority, extend their ambitious cnterprifes to Ireland", 
and make the catholics in that kingdom feci the fame fu-' 
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tious perfecution, to which their brethren in England were C II A P. 
tit prefent cxpofed ; and that a revolt in the Irilh, tending LV. 
only to vindicate their native liberty againft the violence y~\J 
of foreign invaders, could never, at any time, be deemed \*4f* 
rebellion ; much lefs during the prefent confufions, when 
their prince was, in a manner, a prifoner, ana obedience 
mult be paid, not to him, but tothofc who had traiteroul- 
ly ufurped Ids lawful authority*. 

By thefc confiderations, More engaged all the heads of 
the native Irifli into the confpiracy. The Englifh of ijfiz 
pale, as they were called, or the old Englifh planters, be- 
ing all catholics, it was hoped, would afterwards join the 
party, which rcftored their religion to its ancient fplendor 
and authority. The intention was, that fir Phelim O'Nealc 
and the other confpirators fliould begin an infurrcthon 
on one <\w throughout the provinces, and fliould at- 
tack all the Englifh fettlcments ; and that, on the lame 
day, lord Maguire and Roger More fliould furpri'fe the 
cattle of Dublin. The commencement of the revolt was 
fixed on the approach of winter, th^t there might be more 
difficulty in trar.fporting forces from England: Succours 
to themfelves and fupplies of arms they expected from 
France, in confequence of a promife made them by car- 
dinal Richelieu. And many Irifli officers, who ferved in 
the Spanifh troops, had engaged to join them, as foon as 
they faw an infurrection entered upon by their catholic 
brethren. News, which every (Jay arrived from England, 
of the fury expreffed by the commons againlt all papilts, 
ftruck frefh terror into the Iri;h nation, and both fhmu- 
lated the confpirators to execute thc'.r fatal purpofe, and 
gave them allured hopes of the concurrence of all their 
countrymenf. 

Such propenfity to a revolt was difcovercd in all the 
Irifh, that it was deemed unneceffary, as it was dangerous, 
to entruft the fecrct to many hands ; and the appointed 
day drew nigh, nor had any difcovery been yet made to 
the government. The king, indeed, had received infor- 
mation from his ambaffadors, that fomething was in agita- 
tion among the Irifh in foreign parts ; but though he gave 
warning to the adminiftration in Ireland, the intelligence 
was entirely ncgle£ted|. Secret rumours likewife were 
heard of fome aproaching confpiracy ; but no attention 
was paid to them. The earl of Leiceitcr, whom the king 
had appointed lieutenant, remained in London. The 
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CHAP, two juftices, fir William Parfons and fir John Borlace, 
LV. were men of fmall abilities ; and, by an inconvenience 

^-"-v-'**-' common to all factious times, owed their advancement to 
1641. nothing but their zeal for the party by whom every thing 
was now governed. Tranquil from their ignorance and 
inexperience, thefe men indulged themfelves in the mod 
profound repofe, on the very brink of deftru£tion. 

But they were awakened from their fecurity, on the ve- 
ry day before that which wis appointed for the commence- 
ment of hoitilities. The caftle of Dublin, by which the ca- 
pital was commanded, contained arms for 10,000 men, 
with thirty-five pieces of cannon, and a proportionable 
quantity of ammunition : Yet was this important place 
guarded, and that too without any care, by no greater force 
than fifty men. Maguire and More were already in town 
with a numerous band of their parti fans : Others were 
expected that night : And, next morning, they were to 
enter upon, what they efteemed the eafieft of all enter- 
prifes, the furprifal of the caftle. O'Conolly, an Irifhman, 
but a proteftant, betrayed the confpiracy to Parfons*. The 
juftices and council fled immediately for fafety into the 
caftle, and reinforced the guards. The alarm was convey- 
ed to the city, and all the proteftants prepared for de- 
fence. More efcaped : Maguire was taken ; and Mahone, 
one of the confpirators, being likewife feized, firft difco- 
vercd to the juftices the project: of a general infurredtion, 
and redoubled the apprehenfions which already were uni- 
verfally dirlufed throughout Dublinf. 
'"^J But though O'Conolly's difcovery faved the caftle from 

maiTacrc. a furprife, the confeffion extorted from Mahone came too 
late to prevent the intended infurrection. O'Neale and 
his confederates had already taken arms in Ulfter. The 
Irifh, every where intermingled with the Englifh, needed 
but a hint from their leaders and pricfts to begin hoftili- 
ties againft a people, whom they hated on account of their 
religion, and envied for their riches and profperityt. The 
houfes, cattle, goods of the unwary Englifh were firft 
leized. Thofe who heard of the commotions in their 
neighbourhood, inftead of deferting their habitations, and 
iiffembling for mutual protection, remained at home, in 
hopes of defending their property, and fell thus feparate- 
ly into the hands of their enemies^. After rapacity had 
fully exerted itfelf, cruelty, and the molt barbarous that 

' Rufliworth, vol. v. p. 399. Nalfon, vol.ii. p. 520, May, book 
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e*r'er, in any nation, was known or heard of, began its 
operations. An univerfal maflacre commenced of the CHAP. 
Englifh, now defencelefs, and paffively refigned to their LV. 
inhuman foes. No age, no fex, no condition was fpared. 
The wife weeping for her butchered hufband, and em- 
bracing her helplefs children, wai pierced with them, and 
perifhed by the fame ftroke*. The old, the young, the 
vigorous, the infirm, underwent a like fate, and were 
confounded in one common ruin. In vain did flight fav« 
from the tirft afTiult : Deftruction was, every where, let 
loofe and met the hunted vi&ims at every turn. In vain 
was recourfe had to relations, to companions, to friends : 
All connexions were diflblved, and death was dealt by 
that hand, from which protection was implored and ex- 
pected. Without provocation, without oppofition, the 
aftonilhed Englilh, living in profound peace and full fe- 
curity, were maflacred by their neareft neighbours, with 
whom they had long upheld a continual intercourfe o£ 
kindnefs and good olhcesf. 

But death was the flighted punilhment inflicted by 
thofe rebels : All the tortures which wanton cruelty could 
devife, all the lingering pains of body, the anguifh of 
mind, the agonies of defpair, could not f.itiate revenge ex- 
cited without injury, and cruelty derived from no caufe. 
To enter into particulars would fliock the lead delicate 
humanity. Such enormities, though atteded by undoubt- 
ed evidence, appear nlmod incredible. Depraved nature, 
even perverted religion, encouraged by the utmoft licenfe, 
reach not to fuch a pitch of ferocity ; unlefs the pity in- 
herent in human breads be deftroyed by that contagion, 
of example, which tranfports men beyond all the ufual 
motives of conduct and behaviour. 

The weaker fex themlelves, naturally tender to their 
own fufferings, and companionate to thofe of others, here 
emulated their more robuft companions, in the practice 
of every cruelty;}:. Even children, taught by the example, 
and encouraged by the exortation, of their parents, elfay- 
ed their feeble blows on the dead carcafles or defencelefs 
children of the Englifti§. The very avarice of the Irifli 
was not a fulficient reftraint of their cruelty. Such was 
their frenzy, that the cattle which they had feized, and 
by rapine made their own, yet, becaufe they bore the 
name of Englilh, were wantonly flaughtered, or, when 
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CHAP, covered with wounds,- turned loofe into the woods ar/d 

LV. deferts*. * • 

v -*'-v-^' The flately buildings or commodious habitations of the 
,6 4 I - planters, as it upbraiding the {loth and ignorance of the 
natives, were confum£d with fire, or laid level with the 
ground. And where the miferable owners, fhut Up in 
their houfes, and preparing for defence, pcrifhed m the 
ilam-s, together with their wives aiid children, a double 
triumph was afforded to their infulting focsf. 

If any where a number nffembled together, and, af- 
fuming courage from defpair, were refofved to fweeten 
death by revenge on their affaffms ; ' they were difarmed 
iby capitulations, and promifes of fafcty confirmed by the 
moft folemn oaths. But no fooner had they furrenderd, 
than the rebels, with perfidv equal to their cruelty, made 
them {hare the fate of their unhappy countrymen^. 

Others, more ingenious ftilliii their barbarity, temp- 
ted their pfifoiiers, by the fond love of life, to embrue 
their hands in the blood of friends, brothers, parents ; 
and having thus rendered them accomplices in guilt, gave 
them that death, which they fought to fliun by deferv- 
ing it§.- i «.•••'*• 

Amidst all tl>efe enormities, the facred name of Re- 
ligion Tefounded'on everv fide ; not to flop the hands 
of thefe murderers, but to enforce their blows, and to fteel 
their hearts aga'uut every movement of human or facial 
fympathy. The EnglHh, as heretics abhorred of God, ^nd 
deteltable to all holy men, were marked out by the 
priefts for {laughter ; ami, of all'actions, to rid the world 
of thefe declared enemies to catholic faith and piety, was 
reprefented as the moft meritorious!!. Nature, which, in 
that rude people, was fufliciently inclined to atrocious 
deeds, was farther ftimulated by precept ; and national 
prejudices empoifoned by thofe averlions, more deadly 
and incurable, which arofe from an enraged fuperdition. 
While death finifhed the fufferings of each victim, the 
bigoted aflaffins, with joy and exultation, ftill echoed in 
his expiring ears, that thefe agonies were but the com- 
mencement of torments infinite and etcrnalf .' 

Such were the barbarities, by which fir Phelim 
O'Neale and the Irifli in Ulfter fignalized their rebellion: 
An event, memorable in the annals of human kind, and 
worthy to be held in perpetual deteltation and abhorrence. 

• Temple, p. ?4, + Iden, p, 99. 106, Rufli. vol. v, p, 414. 

t Whitlocke, p. 47. Rufli. vol. v. p. 416. § Temple, 

p. 100. || Idem, p. 85. id6. H Idem p. 94.137,108. Rufli- 
\turth, vol. v, p, 407. 
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The generous nature of More, was (hocked at the recital CHAP, 
of fui'h enormous cruelties. He flew to O'Keale's camp; LV. 
butj found that his authority, which was fudicient to cx- vy-v - **-* 
eite thc.Irilh to an infurre£tion, was too feeble to reftraia 
their inhumanity. Soon after, he abandoned a caufe pol T 
Luted by fo many crimes ; and he retired uitp Flanders, 
Sir Phtiim, recommended by the greatnefs of his fami- 
ly,, and perhaps too, by the unreilrained. brutality of his 
nature, though without any courage or capacity, acquired 
the entire afcendant over the northern rebels*. The Ens- 
liili colonies were totally annihilated in the open country 
of Ulfter : The Scots, at firft, met with more favourable 
treatment. In order to engage them to a paihve neutra- 
lity, tiie Irifli pretended to dillinguifh between the Brir 
tifh nations ; and claiming friendihip and confanguinity 
with the Scots, extended ngt over them the fury of their 
maO'acres. Many of them found an opportunity to fly 
the country : Others retired into places of fecurity, and 
prepared themfelves for defence : And by- iliis meana, 
the Scottim planters, molt of them at leaft, efcaped with 
•tftfir iives-j- . 

From Ulfter, the flames of rebellion diffufed them- 
fclves in an inftant over the other three -provinces of Ire- 
land. In all places death and flaughter were not uncom- 
mon ; though the Iriffi, in thefe other provinces, preten- 
ded to act with moderation and humanity. But cruel 
and barbarous was their humanity ! Not content with 
expelling the Englilh, their houfes, with defpoiling them , 
of their goodly manors, with wafting their cultivated 
fields ; they ltripped them of their very clothes, and turn,- 
cd them cut, naked and defencelefs, to all the fcveriti.es of 
the feafouj. The heavens themfelves, as if confpirin^ 
againft that unhappy people* were armed with cold and 
tempeft uuufual to the climate, -and executed what the 
mercilefs fword had left untinilhed§. The roads were co- 
vered with crowds of naked Lnghili, haltening toward^ 
Dublin and the other cities, which yet remained in the 
hands of their countrymen. The feeble age ot children, 
the tender lex of women, foon funk under the multipli- 
ed rigours of. cold and hunger. Here the hufband, bid- 
ding a final adieu to his expiring family, envied them 
that fate, which he himfelf expected fo foon to fhare : 
There, the fon, having long fupported his aged parent, with 
reluctance obeyed his lalt commands, and abandoning 

to flwn iv>w f>'. 'ifWcil 'f' : 'v \ iSf't "^WiBtii t.tJ iff 
* Temple, p. 44. + Mem, p. 41. Pufli vol. i. p. 416, 
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CHAP, him in this uttermoft diftrefs, refcrved himfelf to the- 
LV. hopes of avenging that death, which all his efforts could 

V^-v-*^ not prevent or delay. The aftoniihing greatnefs of the 
calamity deprived the fufferers of any relief from the 
view of companions in affliction. With filent tears, or 
lamentable cries, they hurried on through the hoftile ter- 
ritories j and found every heart, which was not fteelled 
by native barbarity, guarded by the more implacable fu- 
ries of miftaken piety and religion*. 

The favingof Dublin preferved in Irel?nd the remains 
of the Englifli name. The gates of that city, though ti- 
moroufly opened, received the wretched fupplicants, and 
prefented to the view a fcene of human mifery beyond 
what any eye had ever before beheldf. Companion feized 
the amazed inhabitants, aggravated with the fear of like 
calamities ; while they obferved the numerous foes with- 
out and within, which every where environed them, and 
reflected on the weak refourccs by which they ere them- 
felves fupported. The more vigorous of the unhappy fu- 
gitives, to the number of three thoufand, were inlifted 
into three regiments : The reft were diftributed into the 
houfes ; and all care was taken, by diet and warmth, to 
recruit their feeble and torpid limbs. Difeafes of unknown 
name and fpecies, derived from thefe multiplied dillrcfles, 
feized many of them, and put a lpeedy period to their 
lives : Others, having now leifure to reflect on their migh- 
ty lofs of friends and fortune, curfed that being which 
they had faved. Abandoning themfelves to defpair, refuf- 
ing all fuccour, they expired ; without other confolation 
than that of receiving among their countrymen the ho- 
nours of a grave, which, to their flaughtered compani- 
ons, had been denied by the inhuman barbarians^. 

By fome computations, thofe whoperifhed by all thefe 
cruelties are fuppofed to be a hundred and fifty, or two 
hundred thoufand : By the molt moderate, and probably 
the mod reafonable account, they are made to amount to 
40,000 ; if this eftimation itfelf be not, as is ufual in 
fuch cafes, fomewhat exaggerated. 

Thf juftices ordered to Dublin all the bodies of the 
army which were not furrounded by the rebels; and they 
affembled a force of 1 qoo veterans. They foon inlifted, 
and armed from the magazines above 4000 men more. 
They difpatched a body of 600 men, to throw relief into 
Tredah, befieged by the Irifh. But thefe troops, attacked 
by the enemy, were feized with a panic, and were mod of 
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them put to the fword. Their arms, falling into the hands 
of the Irifli, fupplied them with what they mo't wanted . 
The jultices, willing to foment the rebellion in a view of 
profiting by the multiplied forfeitures, henceforth thou. .-. 
of nothing more than providing for their own prefent e- 
curity, and that of the capital. The earl of Orm 
their general, remonftratcd againft fuch timid, not to fay 
bale and interefted coumels ; but was ooliged to fubmst 
to authority. 

The Knglifti of the p:de, who probablv were no 
firft in the fecret, pretended to blame the infurre ti 
and to dcteft the barbarity with which it fas act 
tiiedf. By their proteltations and declarations, ohtey en- 
gaged the jultices to fupply them with Tms, vthi 
promifed to employ in defence of the govern m v j . 
in a little time, the interests of religion v re . >uncl tri 
prevalent over them, than regard and duty tu tVir m - 
ther-country. They chofe lord Gormanftonc th ir leader; 
and, joining the old Irifh, rivalled them in everv act of 
violence towards the Engli'h proteltants. Befsles many 
fmaller bodies difperfed over the kingdom, the principal 
army of the rebels amounted to twenty thoufund men, and 
threatened Dublin with an immediate fiege§. 

Both the Engii:h and Irilh rebels confpired in one 
impofture, with which they feduced many of their de- 
luded countrymen : The pretended authority from the 
king and queen, but chiefly from the latter, for their in- 
furredtion ; and they alHrmcd, that the caufe of their tak- 
ing arms was to vindicate royal prerogative, now invaded 
by the puritanical parliament^ Sir Phelim O'Neale, hav- 
ing found a royal patent in lord Caufield's houfe, whom 
he had murdered, tore off the feal, and affixed it to a 
commiflion which he had forged for himfelff. 

The king received an account of this infurrection by 
a meflenger difpatched from the north of Ireland. He 
immediately communicated his intelligence to the Scot- 
tilh parliament. He expected that the mighty zeal ex- 
prefled by the Scots for the protsftant religion, would 
immediately engage them to fly to its defence, where it 
was fo violently invaded : He hoped that their horror 
againft popery, a religion which now appeared in its mod 
horrible afpect, would fecond all his exhortations : He 

* Nalfon, vol. ii. p. osy. f Temple, p. 3;. Rufli. vol. v. 
p, 402. } Temple, p. (10. Borlafir, Hift. p. 28, 

§ Whitlocke, p. 40. H F,ufliv. ortb, vol. v. p. 400. 401, 

^ Idem, Ibid. p. 402. 
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had obferved with what alacrity they had twice run to 
arms, and afiembled troops in oppofiticn to the rights of 
their fovercign : He faw with how much greater facility 
they could now coiled: forces, which had been very lately 
difbanded, and which had been fo long enured to mili- 
tary difcipline. The cries of their affrighted and -(iift refin- 
ed brethren in Ireland, he promifed himfelf, would pow- 
erfully incite them to fend over fuccours, which couid 
arrive fo quickly, and aid them with fuch promptitude in 
this uttermoft diftrefs. But the zeal of the Scots, as is 
ufual among religious fects, was very feeble, when not 
ftimulated either by faction or by intcreft. They now 
confidered themfelves entirely as a republic, and made no 
account of the authority of their prince, which they had 
utterly annihilated. Conceiving hopes from the prefent 
dillrelTes of Ireland, they refolved to make an advanta- 
geous bargain for the fuccours with which they ihould 
lupply their neighbouring nation. And they call their 
eye towards the Englifh parliament, with whom they 
were already fo clofely connected, and who could alone 
fulfil any articles which miglit be agreed on. .Except. djf- 
parching a fmall body to lupport the Scottifh colonies 
in Ulfter, they would, therefore, go no farther at prefent, 
than fending commiiGonei's t$> JL^mdon, in order, to treat 
with that power, to whom lue fovereign authority was 
now in reality transferred*-. ■ ' . . • 

The king too, fen fib It; of. h»3 utter inability to fubdue 
y the Irifh rebels, found himfplf obliged, in this, exigency, 

to have recourfe to the Englijh parliament, and depend 
on their affdtance for fupply. After communicating to 
them the intelligence which he had received, he inform- 
ed them, that the infurrecfion was not, in his opinion, the 
refult of any rafii c.rerprize, but of a formed confpiracy 
againft the crown of England. To their care and wiidom, 
therefore, he faid, he committed the conduct and profe- 
cution of the war, which, in a caufe fo important to na- 
tional and religious interefts, muft of neceffity be imme- 
diately entered upon, and vigoroufly purfued-)> I \) foi<, 
Meeting The Engliih parliament was now aflembled ; and dif- 
•^'J 1 .^ covered, in every vote, the fame difpofitions in which 
parliament. ine )' na( ' feparatcd. The exalting of their own authority, 
the diminilliing of the king's, were ftill the objects piir- 
fued by the majority. Every attempt which had been 
made to gain the popular leaders, and by offices to attach 
them to the crown, had failed of fuccefs, either for want 

• Rufl:wcrt!), - cl. v. p. 4C7, |>Cl?.readon, vol, ii. p. 301, 
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of [kill in' conducting it, or by reafon of the (lender pre- CHAP, 
ferments which it was then in the king's power to con- LV. 
fer. The ambitious and enterpriztftg patriots difdained t/YVJ. 
to accept, in detail, of a precarious power ; while they 
deemed it fo eafy, by one bold and vigorous aflault, to 
poflefs fhemfslves for ever of the entire fovereignty. Sen- 
iible that the meafures which they had hitherto pu'r- 
fued, rendered them cxtremsly obnoxious to the king ; 
•were many of them in themfelves exceptionable ; fome 
of them, (trictly fpeaking, illegal ; they refolved to feek 
their own fecurity, as well as greatnefs, by enlarging po- 
pular authority in England. The great neceihties to which 
the king was reduced ; the violent prejudices which ge- 
nerally, throughout the nation, prevailed againft him ; 
his facility in making the moll important concelhons ; 
the example of the Scots^ whofe encroachments had to- 
tally fubverted monarchy : All thefe circumftances far- 
ther inftigated the commons in their invafion of royal 
prerogative. And the danger to which the conftitution 
feemed to have been fo lately expofed, perfuaded many, 
that it never could be fufheiently fecured, but by the en- 
tire abolition of that authority which had invaded it. 

But this "project, it had not been in the power, fcarce- 
ly in the intention, of the popular leaders to execute, had 
it not been for the pafTion which feized the nation for 
prefbyterian difeipline, and for the wild enthuliafm which 
at that time accompanied it. The licenfe which the par- 
liament had beftowed on this fpirit, by checking ecclefi- 
aftical authority ; the countenance and encouragement 
with which they had honoured it ; had already diffufed 
its influence to a wonderful degree: And all orders of 
men had drunk deep of the intoxicating poifon. In every 
difcourfe or converfation, this mode of religion entered ; 
in all bu fine fs it had a (hare; every elegant pleafure or 
amufement it utterly annihilated •, many vices or corrup- 
tions of mind it promoted ; even difeafes and bodily dis- 
tempers were not totally exempted from it ; and it be- 
came requifite, we are told, for all phyficians to be expert 
in the fpiritual proleflion, and, by theological conlider- 
ntibns, to allay thofe religious terrors with which their 
patiefffs wdre fo generally haunted. Learning itfelf, which 
tends fo much to enlarge the mind, and humanife the 
temper, rather ferved on this ocoafion to exalt that epide- 
mical frenzy which prevailed. Rude as yet, and imper- 
fect, it fupplied the difmal fanattcifm with a variety of 
views, founded it on fome coherency of fyftem, enriched 
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CHA' it with different figures of elocution; advantages with 
.LV. which a people, totally ignorant and barbarous, had been 
L/"v v happily unacquainted. 
1041- From policy, at firft, and inclination, now from ne- 

cpQitji) the Ling attached himfelf extremely to the hierar- 
chy : For like reafons, his enemies were determined, by 
ove and the lame effort, to overpower the church and 
monarchy. 

v Hii.r the commons were in this difpofition, the Irith 
rebellion was the event which tended moft to promote 
the views in which all their meafures terminated. A hor- 
ror agauift the papifts, however innocent, they had con- 
ftantly encouraged ; a terror from the confpiracies of 
- at feet, howsevcr improbable, they had at all times en- 
vourcd 10 excite. Here was broken out a rebellion, 
"ul and unexpected ; accompanied with circum- 
s the molt dcteftable of which there ever was any 
: And what was the peculiar guilt of the Irifh 
it was no difficult matter, in the prefent difpo- 
lu's minds, to attribute to that whole fed, who 
eadv fo much the object of general abhorrence. 
. rntd, in all invectives, to join the prelatical par- 
p with the papifts, the people immediately fuppofed this 
int'urrcilion to be the refult of their united counfels. And 
when they heard that the Irifh rebels pleaded the king's 
commiiiion for all their acts of violence ; bigotry, ever 
credulous and malignant, aflented without fcruple to that 
puis impwfture, and loaded the unhappy prince with 
the whole enormity of a contrivance fo barbarous and 
inhuman *. 

By the difficulties and diftreffes of die crown, the 
commons, who poflefled alone the power of fupply, had 
aggrandifed themfelves ; and it feemed a peculiar hap- 
pinefs, that the Irifh rebellion had fucceeded, at fo criti- 
cal a juncture, to the pacification of Scotland. Thatex- 
preflion of the king's, by which he committed to them the 
care of Ireland, they immediately laid hold of, and in- 
terpreted in the moft unlimited fenfe. They had, on 
other occafions, been gradually encroaching on the ex- 
ecutive power of the crown, which forms its princi- 
pal and moft natural branch of authority ; but, with re- 
gard to Ireland, they at once affumed it, fully and en- 
tirely, as if delivered over to them by a regular gift or af- 
fignment. And to this ufurpation the king was obliged 
paffively to fubmit ; both becaufe of his inability to refift, 

* See note [CC] at the cad of the volume, 
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irid left lie fhould ft ill more expofe himfelf to the re- C H A P. 
proach of favouring the progrefs of that odious rebellion. LV. 

The project of introducing farther innovations in Eag- <^-v-^ 
land being once formed by the leaders among the com- Si- 
mons, it became a neceffary confequence, that their opera- 
tions with regard to Ireland fhould all of them, be con- 
fidered as fubordinate to the former, on whofe fuccefs, 
when once undertaken, their own grandeur, fecurity, and 
even being, muft entirely" depend. While they preten- 
ded the utmoft zeal againft the Irifh infurre&ion, they 
took no fteps towards its fuppreffion, but fuch as likewife 
tended to give them the fuperiority in thofe commotions 
which they forefaw muft fo foon be excited in England*. 
The extreme contempt entertained for the natives in Ire- 
land, mide the popular leaders believe, that it would be 
eafy at any time to fupprefs their rebellion, and recover 
that kingdom: Nor were they willing to lofe, by too hafty 
fuccefs, the advantage which that rebellion would afford 
them in their projected encroachments on the preroga- 
tive. By afiuming the total management of the war, they 
acquired the courtfhip and dependence of every one *vho> 
had any connexion with Ireland, or who wasdefirous of 
inlifting in thefe military enterprizes : They levied money 
Under pretence of the Irifh expedition ; but referved it 
for purpofes which concerned them more nearly : They 
took arms from the king's magazines ; but ftill kept them, 
with a fecret intention of employing them againft him- 
felf : Whatever law they deemed neceffary for aggrandif- 
ing themfelves, was voted, under colour of enabling them 
to recover Ireland j and if Charles withheld the royal af- 
fent, his refufal was imputed to thofe pernicious coun- 
fels which had at firft excited the popifh rebellion, and 
which ftill threatened total deftru£r,ion to the proteftant 
intereft throughout all his dominions-}-. And though no 
forces were for a long time fent over to Ireland, and very 
little money remitted, during the extreme diftrefs of that 
kingdom ; fo ftrong was the people's attachment to the 
commons, that the fault was never imputed to thofe pious 
2ealots, whofe votes breathed nothing but death and de- 
ftrucTion to the Irifh rebels. 

To make the attack on royal authority by regular ap- 
proaches, it was thought proper to frame a general re- 
monftrance of the ftate of the nation ; and accordingly* 
*ke committee, which, at the firft meeting of parliament 
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CH A P. had been chofen for that purpofe, and which had hithef- 
LV. to made no progrefs in their work, received frclh injunc- 
V-^-v-^ tions to finifli that undertaking. 

164;. The committee brought into the houfe that remon- 
ftrance, which has become fo memorable, and v hich was 
fti-Mice. foon afterwards attended with fuch important confe-* 
quences. It was not addreffed to the king; but was open- 
ly declared to be an appeal to the people. The harfhnefs 
of the matter was equalled by the feverity of the language. 
It confilts of many grofs falfehocds, intermingled with 
fome evident truths : Malignant infinuations are joined 
to open inve£lives : Loud complaints of the paft, accom- 
panied with jealous prognoflications of the future. What- 
ever unfortunate, whatever invidious, whatever fufpi- 
cious meafure had been embraced by the king from the 
commencement of his reign, is in lifted on and aggravated 
with mercilefs rhetoric : The unfuceefsful expeditions to 
Cadiz and the ific of Rhe', are mentioned ; The fending 
of {hips to Fr.mcc for the fuppreffion of the hugonots : 
The forced loans : The illegal confinement of men for 
not obeying illegal commands : The violent diflblution of 
four parliaments : The arbitrary government which al- 
ways fuccesded : The queftioning, lining, and imprifon- 
ing of members for their conduct in the houfe : The le- 
vying of taxes without confent of the commons : The 
introducing of fuperltitious innovations into the church, 
without authority of law : In fhort, evejy thing which, 
either with or without realbn, had given offence, during 
the courfe of fifteen years, from the acceffion of the king 
to the calling of the prefent parliament. And, though all 
tiicfc grievances had been «ilready redrefled, and even 
laws enacted for future fecurity againft their return, the 
praife of thefe advantages was afcribed, not to the king, 
but to the parliament who had extorted his confent to 
fuch falutary ftatutes. Their own merits too, they affer- 
ted, towards the king, were no lefs eminent than towards 
the people. Though they had feized his whole revenue, 
rendered it totally precarious, and made even their tem- 
porary fupplies be paid to their own commi.ffioners, who 
were independent of him ; they pretended that they had 
liberally fupported him in his neceflities. By an infult 
ftill more egregious, the very giving of mondy to the 
Scots, for levying war againft their fovercign, they repre- 
fented as as an inftance of their duty towards him And 
all their grievances, they faid, which amounted to no lefs 
than a total fubverfion of the conltitution, proceeded 
entirely from the formed combination of a. popifh fac- 
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tion, who had ever fwayed the king's counfcls, who CHAR 
had endeavoured, by an uninterrupted effort, to intro- LV. 
duce their fuperftition into England and Scotland, and v «-*-v-^»»» 
who had now, at hit, excited an open and bloody rebel- x ^i- 
lion in Ireland*. 

This remonftrance, fo full of acrimony and violence, 
was a plain fignal for fome farther attacks intended on 
royal prerogative, and a declaration, that the concelhons 
already made, however important, were not to be regar- 
ded as fatisfactory. "Whatpretenfions would be advanced, 
how unprecedented, how unlimited, were eafdy imagi- 
ned *, and nothing lefs was forefeen, whatever ancient 
names might be preferved, than an abolition, almoft to- 
tal, of the monarchical government of England. The 
oppofition, therefore, which the remonftrance met with 
in the houfe of common?, was great. For above four- 
teen hours, the debate was warmly managed ; and from 
the wearinefs of the king's party, which probably con- 
futed chiefly of the elderly people, and men of cool fpi- 
rits, the vote was at laft carried by a fmall majority of 
elevenf. Some time after, the remonftrance was ordered 2 2j Nov. 
to be printed and publifhed, without being carried up to 
the houfe of peers for their aflent and concurrence, 

When this remonltrance wasdifperfed, it excited eve- Reaibns on 
ry-where the fame violent controvcrfy, which attended kuth G<1«. 
it when introduced into the houfe of commons. This 
parliament, faid the partifans of that afli'mbly, have at 
length profited by the fatal example of their predecefTors-; 
and are rcfolved, that the fabric, which they have gene- ( 
roufly undertaken to rear for the protection of liberty, 
fhall not be left to future ages infecure and imperfect. 
At the time when the petition of right, that requisite vin- 
dication of a violated coiiftitution, was extorted from 
the unwilling prince ; who but imagined that liberty was. 
at lalt fecured, and that the laws would thenceforth main- 
tain themfelves in oppolition to arbitrary authority ? 13uC 
what was the event ? A right was indeed acquired to the 
people, or rather their ancient right was more exactly de- 
fined : But as the power of invading it (till remained in 
the prince, no fooner did an opportunity oiler, than he 
totally difregarded all laws and preceding engagements, 
nnd made hi:, will and pleafure the fole :ule of govern- 
ment. Thofe lofty ideas of monarchical ..uthority, which 
he has derived from his earl 7 education, which are uni- 

* Rufli. vol v. p. 433. Nalfon, vol. ii. p: 694.. + Wiiitlockf, 
p, 49, Dugdalc, p. n. Ndibn, vol. ii. p. 6'6i! 
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CHAP, ted in his mind with the irrcfiltible illufions of felf-love, 
LV. which are corroborated by his miitaken principles of reli- 

*^"~v->*^ gion, it is in vain to hope that, in his more advanced age, 
he will fincerely renounce, from any fubfequent reflec- 
tion or experience. Such converfions, if ever they hap- 
pen, are extremely rare ; but to expect that they will be 
derived from neceffity, from the jealoufy and refentment. 
of antagonists, from blame, from reproach, from opposi- 
tion, muft be the refultof the londeft and moll blind cre- 
dulity. Thefe violences, however neceflary, are fure to 
irritate a prince againft. limitations fo cruelly impofed up- 
on him ; and each conceffion, which he is'conltrained to 
make, is regarded as a temporary tribute paid to fattion 
and fedition, and is fecretly attended with a refolution 
of feizing every favourable opportunity to retra£t it. Nor 
fhould we imagine, that opportunities of that kind will 
not offer in the courfe of human affairs. Governments, 
efpecially thefe of a mixed kind, are in continual fluclui- 
ations : The humours of the people change perpt tuaily 
from one extreme to another : And no resolution can be 
more wife, as well as more juft, than that ot employing 
the prefent advantages againlt the king, who had formerly 
pulhed much lefs tempting ones to the utuiolt extre- 
mities againlt his people and his parliament. It is to be 
feared, that, if the religious rage which has fcized the mul- 
titude, be allowed to evaporate, they will quickly return 
to the ancient ecclefiaftical eftablilliment ; and, with it, 
embrace thofe principles of flavery. v hich it inculcates 
with fuch zeal on its fubmilhve profelytes. Thofe patri- 
ots, who are now the public idols, may then become the 
objects of general deteltation ; and equal fhouts of joy 
attend their ignominious execution, with thofe which fe- 
cond their prefent advantages and triumphs. Nor ough 
the apprehenfion of fuch an event to be regarded in them 
as a 1'eififh confideration : In their fafety is involved the 
fecurity of the laws: The patrons of the conftitution 
Cannot fufFer without a fatal blow to the conftitution ; 
And it is but juflice in the public to protect, at any ha- 
zard, thofe who have fo generoufly expofed themfelves to 
the utmoft hazird for the public intereft. What though 
monarchy, the ancient government of England, be im* 
paired, during thefe contelts, in many of its former pre- 
rogatives : The laws will llourifh the more by its decay j 
and it is happy, allowing that matters are really carried 
beyond the bounds of moderation, that the current at 
leaft runs toward* liberty, and that the error is on that 
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6'3e which is fafeft for the general interefts of mankind C H A , 
and fociety. LV 

The bed arguments of the royalilts againft a farther tVVX ' 
attack on the prerogative, were founded more on oppolite 164:, 
ideas, which they had formed of the paft events of this 
reign, than on oppofite principles of government. Some 
invafions, they faid, and thofe too of moment, had un- 
doubtedly been made on national privileges : But were 
we to look for the caufe of thefe violences, we lhoukl 
never find it to confift in the wanton tyranny and injus- 
tice of the prince, not even in bis ambition or immoderate 
appetite for authority. The hoftilities with Spain, in 
which the king, on his acceffion, found himfelf engaged, 
however imprudent and unneceiTary, had proceeded fr. mi 
the advice, and even importunity of the parliament ; who 
delcrted him immediately after they had embarked him 
yi thofe warlike meafures. A young prince, jealous of 
honour, was naturally afraid of being foiled in his firlt 
enterprize, and had not as yet attained fuch maturity of 
counfel x as to perceive that his greateft honour iay in 
preferving the laws inviolate, and gaining the full con- 
fidence of his people. The rigour of the fubfequent par- 
liaments had been extreme with regard to many articles, 
particularly tonnage and poundage; and had reduced the 
king to an abfolute neceflity, if he would preferve entire 
the royal prerogative, of levying thofe duties by his own 
authority, and of breaking through the forms, in order to 
maintain the fpiric, of the conftitution, Having once 
made fo perilous a ftep, he was naturally induced to con- 
tinue, and to coniult the public interclt, by impofing 
lhip-money, and other moderate, though irregular, bur- 
dens and taxations. \ fure proof that he had formed no 
fyftem for enflaving his people is, that the chief object of 
his government has been to raife a naval, not a military 
force ; a project ufeful, honourable, nay indifpenfably 
requifite, and in lpite of his great neceflities, brought al- 
moft to a happy conclufion. It is now full time to free 
him from all thefe neceflities, and to apply cordials and 
lenitives, after thofe feverities, which have already had 
their full courfe againft him. Never was fovereign blcll- 
ed with more moderation of temper, with more jultice, 
more humanity, more honour, or a more gentle difpoli- 
tion. What pity that fuch a prince {hould fo long have 
been harrafled with rigours, fufpicions, calamities, com- 
plaints, encroachments ; and been forced from that piih 
in which the rectitude of his principles would have in- 
clined him to have couftaritly trod I ii fome few inftanccft 
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CHAP, are found of violations made on the petition of right, 
LV. which, he himfelf had granted ; there is an eafier and 
{y~V~\j more natural way for preventing the return of like incon- 
1641. veniencics, than by a total abolition of royal authority. 
Let the revenue be fettled, fuitably to the ancient dignity 
and fplendour of the crown ; let the public neceflities be 
fully fupplied ; let the remaining articles of prerogative 
be left untouched ; and the king, as he has already loft 
the power, will lay afide the will, of invading the con- 
flitution. From what quarter can jealoufies now arife ? 
What farther fecurity can be defired or expected ? The 
king's preceding conceffions, fo far from being infufficient 
for public fecurity, have rather erred on the other ex- 
treme ; and, by depriving him of all power of i'elf-de- 
fence, are the real caufe why the commons are embol- 
dened to raife pretenfions hitherto unheard of in the 
kingdom, and to lubvert the whole fyftem of the con- 
fti'.ution. But would they be content with moderate ad- 
vantages, is it not evident that, befides other important 
conceffions, the prefent parliament may be continued, till 
the government be accultomed to the new track, and 
every part be reftored to full harmony and concord ? By 
the triennial aft, a perpetual fucceflion of parliaments is 
eftablilhed, as everlafting guardians to the laws, while 
the king pcflefles no independent power or military force, 
by which he can be fupported in his invafion of them. 
Ko danger remain?, but what is infeparable from all free 
conftitutions, and what forms 'he very eflence of their 
freedom : The danger of a change in the people's difpo- 
fition, and of general difguft, contracted againft popular 
privileges. To prevent fuch an evil, no expedient is more 
proper, than to contain ourfelves within the bounds of 
moderation, and to confidcr that all extremes, naturally 
and infallibly, beget each other. In the fame manner as 
the pail ufurpations of the crov/n, however excufable on 
account of the neceflity or provocations whence they 
arofe, have excited an immenfurable appetite for liberty ; 
let us beware, left our encroachments, by introducing 
anarchy, make the people feck flicker under the peace- 
able and defpotic rule of a monarch. Authority, as welt 
as liberty, is requilite to government ; and is even requi- 
fite to the fupport of liberty itfelf, by maintaining the 
luvs, which can alone regulate and protect it. What 
iriadnefs. while every thing is fo happily fettled under 
ancient forms and inftitutions, now more exactly poifed 
and adjufted, to try the hazardous experiment of a neyr 
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conftitution, and renounce the mature wifdom of our CHAP, 
anccftors for the crude whimfies of turbulent innovators ! LV. 
Befules the certain and inconceivable mifchicfs of civil y^^^J 
war ; are not the perils apparent, which the delicate l6 4<- 
frame of liberty mull inevitably fuftain amiclfl the furi- 
ous fhock of arms ? Whichever fide prevails, Jbe can 
fcarcely hope to remain inviolate, and may fuifer no lefs, 
or rather greater injuries from the boundiefs pretentions 
of forces engaged in her caufe, than from the invafion 
of enraged troops, inlifted on the fide of monarchy. 

The king, upon his return from Scotland, was received jj Nov. 
in London with the fhouts and acclamations of the peo- 
ple, and with every demonftration of regard and affection*. 
Sir Richard Gournay, lord mayor, a man of moderation 
and authority, had promoted thefe favourable difpofitions, 
and had engaged the populace, who fo lately infulted the 
king, and who fo foon after made furious war upon him, 
to give him thefe marks of their dutiful attachment. But 
all the pleafure which Charles reaped from their joyous 
reception, was foon damped by the commons, which was 
prefented him, together with a petition of a like ftrain. 
The bad counfels which he followed are there complained 
of ; his concurrence in the Irifh rebellion plainly infinu- 
ated ; the fcheme laid for the introduction of popery and 
fuperftition inveighed againft ; and, as a remedy for all 
thefe evils, he is defired to cntruft every office and com- 
mand to perfons in whom his parliament fhould have caufe 
to confidef . By this phrafe, which is fo often repeated in 
all the memorials and addreffesof that time, the commons 
meant themfelves and their adherents. 

As foon as the remonftrance of the commons was pub- 
lifhed, the kingdifperfed an anfwer to it. In this conteft 
he lay under great difadvantages. Not only the ears of 
the people were extremely prejudiced againft him ; the 
belt topics, upon which he could juftify, at lead apolo- 
gifeforhis former conduct, were fuch as it was not fafe 
or prudent for him at this time to employ. So high was 
the national idolatry towards parliaments, that to blame 
the paft conduct of thefe affemblies, would have been ve- 
ry ill received by the generality of the people. So loud 
were the complaints againft regal ufurpations, that, had the 
king afferted the prerogative of fupplying, by his own au- 
thority, the deficiencies in government, arifing from the 
obftinacy of commons, he would have increnfed the cla- 



* Ruflnvorth, vol. v. p. 429. 
t Idem, ibid, p. 437, Nalfon, vol. ii. p, 69*, 
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CHAP, mours with which the whole nation already refounderi- 
LV. Charle , therefore, contented himfelf with obferving in ge- 

t> V >J neral, that even during that period fo much complained of, 
1641. the people enjoyed a great meafure of happinefs, not only 
comparatively in refpecT: of their neighbours, but even 
in reipect of thofe times which were juftly accounted the 
rmat fortunate; He made warm proteftations of fincerity 
in the rt.;>rmed religion ; he promifed indulgence to ten- 
d :r confei ences with regard to the ceremonies of the 
church; he mentioned his great conceffions to national li- 
berty ; he blamed the infamous libels every-where dil- 
perfed againft his perfon and the national religion ; he 
complained of the general reproaches thrown out in the 
remonftrance, with regard to ill counfels, though he had 
protected no miniftcr from parliamentary juftice, retained 
no unpopular fervant, and conferred offices on no one 
who enjoyed not a high character and eftimation in the 
public. " If, notwiti'ftanding this " he adds, " any ma- 
" lignant party {hall take heart, and be willing to facri- 
** fice the peace and happinefs of their country to their 
" own Snifter ends and ambition, under whatever pre- 
" fence of religion and confeience ; if they fhall endea- 
11 vour to leiTen my reputation and intereft, and to weak- 
" en my lawful power and authority ; if they (hall at- 
" tempt, by difcounteiiancing the prefent laws, to loofen 
« l the bands of government, that all diforder and confu- 
" fion may break in upon us j I doubt not, but God in 
«« his good time will difcover them to me, and that the 
«« wifdom and courage of my high court of parliament 
" will join with me in their fuppreffion and punifhment*." 
Nothing (hows more evidently the hard fituation into 
which Charles was placed, than to obferve, that he was 
obliged to confine himfelf within the limits of civility to- 
wards fubjec~ts who had tranfgreffed all bounds of regard, 
and even of good manners, in the treatment of their fo- 
vereign. 

The firft inftance of thofe parliamentary encroachments 
which Charles was now to look for, was the bill for pref- 
fing ioldiers to the fcrvice of Ireland. This bill quickly 
palled the lower houfe. In the preamble, the king's power 
of preffmg, a power exercifed during all former times, was 
declared illegal, and contrary to the liberty of the fubjedT. 
By a nrceffary confequence, the prerogative which the 
crown had ever affumed of obliging men to accept of any 
branch of public fervice, was abolifhed and annihilated : 

* Nalfon, vol, ii. p. 748 
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A prerogative, it muft be owned, not very compatible CHAP, 
with a limited monarchy. In order to elude this law, the LV. 
king offered to raife 10,000 volunteers for the Irifh fer- L/'Wl 
vice : But the commons were afraid left fuch an army l6 4'- 
lliould be too much at his devotion. Charles, ftill unwil- 
ling to fubmit to fo confiderable a diminution of power, 
came to the houfc of peers, and offered to pafs the law 
without the preamble ; by which means, he faid, that ill- 
timid queftion with regard to the prerogative would for 
the prefent be avoided, and the pretenfions of each party 
bi left entire. Both houf« took fire at this meafure, 
which, from a fimilar inftance while the bill of attainder 
againft Strafford was in dependence, Charles might fore- 
fee would be received with refentment. The lords, as well 
as commons, p.iffed a vote, declaring it to be a high breach 
of privilege for the king to take notice of any bill which 
was in agitation in cither of the houfes, or to exprefs his 
fentiments with regard to it, before it be prefented to him 
for his affent in a parliamentary manner. The king was 
obliged to compofe all matters by an apology*. 

The general queftion, we may obferve, with regard to '. 
privileges of parliament, has always been, and ftill conti- 
nues, one of the greateft myfteries in the Knglifh conftitu- 
tion ; and, in fome refpecls, notwithstanding the accurate 
genius of that government, thefe privileges are at prefent 
as undetermined as were formerly the prerogatives of the 
crown. Such privileges as are founded on long precedent 
cannot be controverted : But though it were certain that 
former kings had not, in any inftance, taken notice of 
bills lying before the houfes (which yet appears to have 
been very common), it follows not, merely from their ne- 
ver exerting fuch a power, that they had renounced it, 
or never were poffeffed of it. Such privileges alfo, as are 
effential to all free affemblies which deliberate, they may 
be allowed to affume, whatever precedents may prevail : 
But though the king's interpofition, by an offer or advice, 
does in fome degree overawe or reftrain liberty; it may- 
be doubted whether it impofes fuch evident violence as 
to entitle the parliament, without any other authority or 
conceffion, to claim the privilege of excluding it. But this 
Was the favourable time for extending privileges; and 
had none more exorbitant or unreafonable been challeng- 
ed, few bad confequences had followed. The eftablifh- 
ment of this rule, it is certain, contributes to the order 

* Rufliworth, vol. v. p. 457, 4j8, &c. Clarendon, vol. ii. p. JJ.7« 
Js'alfon, vol. ii. p, 738, 750, 7^1, &c, 
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CH A P. and regularity, as well as freedom, of parliamentary pro- 
LV. ceedings. 

v-^-* The interpofition of peers in the election of common* 
i.ioi. ers was Kkewife about this time declared a breach of pri- 
vilege; and continues fever fince to be condemned by votes 
of the commons, and univerfally practifed throughout the 
nation. 

Every men Aire purfued by the commons, and, ftil! 
more, every attempt made by their partifans, were full of 
the molt inveterate hatred againft the hierarchy, and 
ihowed a determined refolution of fubverting the whole 
ecclefiaftical eftablifhment. Befides numberlefs vexations 
and perfecutions which the clergy underwent from the 
arbitrary power of the lower houfe, the peers, while the 
king was in Scotland, having palled an order for the ob- 
fervance of the laws with regard to public worfhip, the 
commons a'Vumed fuch authority, that, by a vote alone of 
their houfe, they fufpended thofe laws, though enacted 
by the whole legiflature : And they particularly forbade 
bowing at the name of Jefus ; a practice which gave theni 
the hijjheft fcandal. and which was one of their capital 
objections againft the eftablifhed religion*. They com- 
pla ; ned of the king's filling five vacant fees, and confider- 
ed it as aninfultupon them, that he fhould complete and 
ftrengthen an order, which they intended foon entirely to 
abolifhf. They had accufed thirteen bifhops of high trea- 
fon, for enacting canons without confent of parliament!;, 
though from the foundation of the monarchy no other 
method had ever been practifed ; and they now infifted 
that the-peers, upon this general accufation, fhould fe- 
quefter thofe bifhops from their feats in parliament, and 
commit them to prifon. Their bill for taking away the 
bifhops' votes had laft winter be^n rejected by the peers: 
But they again introduced the lame bill, though no pro- 
rogation hud intervened; and they endeavoured by fome 
minute alterations, to elude that rule of parliament which 
opnofed them. And when they fent up this bill to the 
lords, they made a demand, the moft abfurd in the world; 
that the bifhops, being all of them parties, fhould be re- 
hifed a vote with regard to that queftion§. After the re- 
folution was once formed by the commons, of invading 
the eftablifhed government of church and ftate, it could 
not be expected that their proceedings, in fuch a violent at- 

* Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 385, 386. Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 482. 
t Nation, vol. ii. p, 511. j Rulhworth ,*el. y. p. 3.59. 
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tempt, would thenceforth be altogether regular and equi- 
table : But it mult be confeffed, that, in their attack on 
the hierarchy, they (till more openly pafied all bounds or' v ""^^ 
moderation ; as fuppofing, no doubt, that the facrednel's 
of the caufe would fufficiently atone for employing means 
the mod irregular and unprecedented. Thisprinciple; which 
prevails fo much among zealots, never difplayed itftlf fo 
openly as during the tranfa&ions of this whole period. 

But, notwithftanding thefe efforts of the commons, 
they could not expett the concurrence of die upper houfe, 
either to this law, or to any other which they fhould in- 
troduce for the farther limitation of royal authority. The 
majority of the peers adhered to the king, and plainly fore- 
fawthe depreffion of nobility, as a necefiliry confequence 
of popular ufurpations on the crown. Tl te infolence, in- 
deed, of the commons, and their haughty treatment of the 
lords, had already rifen to a great height, and gave fuffici- 
ent warning of their future attempts upon that order. 
They muttered fomcwhat of their regret that they fhould 
be obliged to fave the kingdom alone, and that the houfe 
of peers would have no pert in the honour. Nay, they 
went fo far as to openly tell the lords, " That they them- 
« felvcs were the representative body of the whole king- 
" dom, and that the peers were nothing but individuals, 
«' who held their feats in a particular capacity: and there- 
" fore, if their lordfliips will not confent to the palling 
«* of acls neceffary for the prefervation of the people, the 
f* commons, together with fuch of the lords as arc more 
" 'fenfible of the danger, muft join together, and rcprefent 
" the matter to his majefty*." So violent was the demo- 
cratical, enthufiaftic fpirit diffufed throughout the na'ion, 
that a total confufion of all rank and order was juflly to 
be apprehended •, and the wonder was not, that the majo- 
rity of the nobles fhould fetk flicker under the throne, 
but that any of them fhould venture to defert it. But the 
tide of popularity feized many, and carried them wide of 
the molt eftablifhed maxims of civil policy. Among the 
opponents of the king are ranked the earl of Northumber- 
land, lord admiral, a man of the firft family and fortune, 
and endowed with that dignified pride which fo well be- 
came his rank and ftation : The earl of EiTcx, who inhe- 
rited all his father's popularity, and having from his early 
youth fought renown in arms, united to a middling capa- 
city that inflexibility of honor whiclnfornis the proper or- 
nament of a nobleman and a foldier: LordKimbolton, foou 

* Cbrcndou, vol. ii. p- 4lj. 
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C H A T. after carl of Manchefter, a pcrfon diftinguifhed by huma- 
LV. nity, generofity, affability, and every amiable virtue. Thefe' 

C/^/AJ men, finding that their credit ran high with the nation, 
1641. ventured to encourage thofe popular diforders, u,hich, 
they vainly imagined, they poffeffed authority fuflicient to 
regulate and control. 

In order to obtain a majority in the upper houfe, the 
commons had recourfe to the populace, who on other oc- 
casions had done them fuch important fervice. Amidft the 
gtcateft fecurity, they affected continual fears of destruc- 
tion to themfelvcs and the nation, and feemed to quake at 
every breath or rumour of danger. They again excited 
the people by never-ceafing inquiries after confpiracics, 
by reports of infurrections, by feigned intelligence of in- 
vafions from abroad, by difcoveries of dangerous combi- 
nations at home among the papifls and their adherents. 
When Charles difmiffed the guard which they had order- 
ed during his abfence, they complained; and, upon his 
promifing them a new guard, under the command of the 
earl of Linuefey, they abfolutely refufed the offer, and 
were well pleafed to infinuate, by this inftance of jealoufy, 
that their danger chiefly arofe from the king himfelf •'. 
They ordered halberts to be brought into the hall where; 
they affemblcd, and thus armed themfelvcs againft thofe 
confpiracics with which they pretended they were hourly 
threatened. AH Holies of plots, however ridiculous, were 
willingly attended to, and were difperfed among the mul- 

s . titudc, to whofe capacity they were well adapted. Bcale, 

n taylor, informed the commons, that, walking in the 
fields, he had hearkened to the difcourfe of certain per. 
fons unknown to him, and had heard them talk of a mod 
dangerous confpiracy. A hundred and eight ruffians, as he 
learned, had been appointed to murder a hundred and 
eight lords and commoners, and were promifed rewards 
for thefe affaflinations, ten pounds for each lord, forty 
millings for each commoner. Upon this notable intelli- 
gence, orders were iffucd for feizing priefts and jefuits, a 
conference was defired with the lords, and the deputy- 
lieutenants of feme fufpe£r.ed counties were ordered to 
pt:t the people in a pofture of defencef. 

Tun pulpits likewife were called in aid, and refounded 
with the dangers which threatened religion, from the 
delperate attempts of papifts and malignants. Multitudes 

♦ Journ. .icth November, j 64 1. Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 688. 
t Nalfon, toI. >i. p. 646, Jotirn. jf'.th November, JC41. Dugdalc* 
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flocked towards Weftmimler, and infuited the prelate? CHAP, 
and fuch of the lords as adhered to the crown. The peers LV. 
voted a declaration againft thofe tumults, and fent it to L/ r \ r \J 
the lower houfe; but thefe rsfufed their concurrence**. 
Some feditious apprentices, being feized and committed 
to prifon, immediately received their liberty, by an order 
of the commonsf. The ftierifFs and juftices having. ap- ,.iq»! 
pointed conftables with ftrong watches to giurd the par- 
liament, the commons fent for the conftables, and re quir- 
ed them to difcharge the watches, convened the juftices, 
voted their orders a breach of privilege, and . fent one 
of them to the towerj. Encouraged by thefe intimations 
of their pleafure, the populace crowded about Whitehall, 
and threw out infolent menaces againft Charles himfelf. 
Several reduced officers and young gentlemen of the inns 
of court, during this time of diibruer and danger, offer- 
ed their fervice to the king. Between them and the popu- 
lace there palled frequent flcirmifties, which ended not 
without bloodftied. By way of reproach, thefe gentlemen 
gave the rabble the appellation of Roundheads, on ac- 
count of the ftiort-cropt hair^ which they wore: Thefe 
called the others Cavaliers. And thus the nation, which 
was before fufficiently provided with religious as well as 
civil caufesof quarrel, was alfo fupplied with party-names, 
under which the factions might rendezvous, and fignalife 
their mutual hatred 

Meanwhile the .tumults ftill continued, and evan in- 
creased about Weftminfter and Whitehall. The cry in. 
ceffantly refounded againft bijhops and rotten-hearted lords]]. 
The former cfpecially, being diftinguilhable by their ha- 
bit, and being the object of violent hatred to all the fee-, 
taries, were e^pofed to the moft dangerous infuits^f. Wil- 
liams, now created archbiftiop of York, having been abuf- 
ed by the populace, haftiiy called a meeting of his bre- D 
thren. By his advice a proteftation was drawn, and ad- 
dreffed to the king and the houfe of lords. The bift.ops' 
there fet forth, that though they had an undoubted right 
to fit and vote in parliament, yet in coming thither, they 
had been menaced, affaulted, affronted, by the unruly 
multitude, and could no longer with fafety attend their 
duty in the houfe. For this reafon they protcfled againft 
all laws, votes, and rcfolutions, as null and invalid, which 
ould pafs during the time of their conftrained abfence. 

* Ruflnvortli, part iii. vol. t. p. 710. + Nalfon, vol. ii, 

p.' 784, 792. } Ibid. p. 79:. Jouni. :7th, 28th, and 29th of De- 
cember, 1641, $ Clarendon, vel. ji. p. 339. )j Idem., ibiq\ p. 336. 
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CHAP. This proteftation, which, though juft and legal, was cer- 
LV. tainly ill-timed, was figned by twelve bifhops, and com- 

ty% r \J municated to the king, who haftily approved of it. As 
Jt>4i. foon as it was prefented to the lords, that houfe defircd n 
conference with the commons, whom they informed of 
this unexpected proteftation. The opportunity was feftz* 

Impeach- cd with joy and triumph. An impeachment of high trea- 

racnt of fon was immediately fent up againft the bifiiops, as en- 
' deavouring to fubvert the fundamental laws, and to in- 
validate the authority of the legiflature*. They were, on 
the firft demand, fequeftrated from parliament, and com- 
mitted to cuftody. No man, in either houfe, ventured to 
fpeak a word in their vindication**; fo much difpleafed 
was every one at the egregious imprudence of which they 
had been guilty. One perfon alone faid, that he did not 
believe them guilty of high treafon ; but that they were 
ftark mad,, and therefore defired they might be fent to 
bedlamf. 

1642. A Few days after, the king was betrayed into another 

indifcretion, much more fatal : An indifcretion, to which 
all the enfuing diforders, and civil wars ought immedi- 
ately and directly to be afcribed. This was- the impeach- 
ment of lord Kimbolton and the five members. 

When the commons employed, in their remonftrance, 
language fo fevere and indecent, they had not been actu- 
ated entirely by infolence and pafTion : Their views were 
more fclid and profound. They confidered, that, in a vi- 
olent attempt, fuch as an invafion of the ancient confti- 
tution, the more leifure was afforded the people to refle£t, 
the lefs would they be inclined to fecond that rafli and 
dangerous enterprife ; that' the peers would certainly re- 
fufe their concurrence, nor were there any hopes of pre- 
vailing on them, but by inftigating the populace to tu- 
mult and diforder ; that the employing of fuch odious 
means for fo invidious an end, would, at long-run, lofe 
them all their popularity, and turn the tide of favour to 
the contrary party; and that, if the king only remained 
in tranquility, and catrtioufly eluded the firft violence of 
the tempeft, he would, in the end, certainly prevail, and 
be ableatleaft to preferve the ancient laws and conititu- 
tion. They were therefore refolved, if poflible, to excite 
him to fome violent paiTion ; in hopes that he would 
commit indifcretions, of which they might make ad» 
vantage. 



* Whiiloekc, p.5». Rufliwortb, vol. v. p. 466- Nalfoo, voU 

ii. [». 754. f C!'arcr.tTcu, vtil. ii. p. 335. 
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It toras not long before they fucceeded beyond their 
fondeft vvilhes. Charles was enraged to find that all his 
conceffions but increafed their demands ; that the people, 
vvho were returning to a fenfe of duty towards him, were 
again ronled to fedition and tumults ; that the blacken: 
calumnies were propagated againft him, and even the 
Irifh maflucre afcribed to his counfels and machinations ; 
and that a method of addrefs was adopted not only un- 
fuitable to war 4k fo great a prince, but which no private 
gentleman could bear without refentment. When he con- 
sidered all thefe increafing acts of infolence in the com- 
mons, he was apt to afcribe them, in a great meafure, to 
his own indolence and facility. The queen and the ladies 
of the court farther Simulated his paflion, and reprefen- 
ted, that, if he exerted the vigour, and difplayed the ma- 
jefty of a monarch, the daring ufurpations of his fub- 
je£ts would fhrink before him. Lord Digby, a man of 
fine parts, but full of levity, and hurried on by precipi- 
tate paflions, fuggefted lil.j counfels ; and Charles, who, 
though commonly moderate in his temper, was ever dif- 
pofed to halty refolutions, gave way to the fatal importu- 
nity of his friends and fervants*. 

Herbert, attorney general, appeared in the houfe of 
peers, and, in his majefty's name, entered an accufation 
of high treafon againft lord Kimbolton and five com- 
moners, Hollis, fir Arthur Hazlerig, Hambden, Pym, 
and Strode. The articles were, that they had traiteroufly 
endeavoured to fubvert the fundamental laws and govern- 
ment of the kingdom, to deprive the king of his regal 
power, and to impofe on his fubjects an arbitrary and 
tyrannical authority ; that they had endeavoured, by ma- 
ny foul afperfions on his majefty and his government, to 
alienate the affections of his people, and make him odi- 
v ous to them that they had attempted to draw his late 
army to difobedience of his royal commands, and to fide 
with them in their traiterous defigns; that they had in- 
vited and encouraged a foreign power to invade the king- 
dom ; that they had aimed at fubverting the rights and 
very being of parliament ; that, in order to complete 
their traiterous defigns, they had endeavoured, as far as 
in them lay, by force and terror, to compel the parliament 
to join with them, and, to that end, had actually raifed 
. and countenanced tumults againft the king and parlia- 
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CII AP. incnt ; xnd that they had traiteroufly confpired to levy, 

I'V. and actually had levied, war againft the king*. 
V-"'"v-«»~ / Thk whole world ftood amazed at this important ac- 
l6 -* 2 - cufation, fo fuddenly entered upon, without concert, de- 
liberation, or reflection. Some of thefe articles of accu- 
fation, men faid, to judge by appearance, feem to be com- 
mon between the impeached members and the parli- 
ament : nor did thefe perlbps appear any farther active 
in the enterprifes of which they were accufejd, than fo 
far as they concurred with the majority in their votes 
and fpeeches. Though proofs might, perhaps, be pro- 
duced, of their privately inviting the Scots to invade 
England ; how could luch an attempt be confidered as 
treafon, after the act of oblivion which had pafled, and 
after that both houfes, with the king's concurrence, had 
voted that nation three hundred thoufand pounds for their 
brotherly afliftance ! While the houfe of peers are fcarce- 
ly able to maintain their independency, or to reject the 
bills fent them by the commons ; will they ever be per- 
mitted by the populace, fuppofing them inclined, to pafs 
a fentence, which muft totally fubdue the lower houfe, 
and put an end to their ambitious undertakings ? Thefe 
five members, at leaft Pym, Hanibden, and Hollis, are 
the very heads of the popular party ; and if thefe be 
taken oft", what fate muft be expected by their followers, 
who are many of them accomplices in the fame treafon ? 
The punifhmcnt of leaders is ever the laft triumph over 
a broken and routed party ; but furely was never before 
attempted, in oppofnion to a faction, during the full tide 
of its power and fuccefs. 

But men had not leifure to wonder at the indifcretion 
of this meafure : Their aftonifhment was excited by new 
attempts, dill more precipitate and imprudent. A fer- 
jeant at arms, in the king's name, demanded of the houfe 
the five members ; aud was fent back without any pofi- 
tivc anfwer. Meflengers were employed to fearch for them 
• and arrcft them. Their trunks, chambers, and ftudies, 
& were fcaled and locked. The houfe voted all thefe acts of 
violence to be breaches of privilege, and commanded eve- 
ry one to defend the liberty of members-)-. The king, ir- 
ritated by ail this oppofuion, refolved the next day to 
come in perfpn to the houfe, with an intention to demand, 

* Whitlockc, p. 50. Ruftiworth vol. v. p. 473. Nalfon, vol. ii. 
p. 811. Franklyn, p. 906. t Whitlockc, p. 50, Rufk 
worth, vol. v. p. 474, 47i> 
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perhaps feize in their prefence, the perfons whom he had CHAP; 
accufed. LV. 

This rcfolution was difcovcrcd to the countefs of Car- {S~Y\J 
lifle, filter to Northumberland, a lady of fpirit, wit, and 
intrigue . She privately fent intelligence to the five mem- 
bers ; and they had time to withdraw, a moment before 
the king entered. He was accompanied by his ordinary 
retinue, to the number of above two hundred, armed as 
ufual, fome with halberts, fome with walking fwords. 
The king left them at the door, and he himfelf advanced 
alone through the hall ; while all the members rofe to 
receive him. The fpeaker withdrew ffom his chair, and 
the king took pofleflion of it. The fpeech which he made 
was as follows : " Gentlemen, I am forry for this occa- 
*' fion of coming to you. Yefterday, I fent a ferjeant at 
«' arms, to demand fome, who, by my order, were ac- 
*' cufed of hightreafon. Inftead of obedience, I received 
€i a meflage. I muft here declare to you, that, though 
«' no king that ever was in England could be more care- 
«* ful of your privileges than I fhall be, yet in cafes of 
" treafon no perfon has privilege. Therefore, am I 
*' come to tell you, that I muft have thefe men where- 
*' foever I can find them. "Well, fince I fee all the 
«' birds are flown, I do expect that you will fend them 
*< to me as foon as they return. But I a flu re you, on the 
*• word of a king, I never did intend any force, but 
44 fhall proceed againft them in a fair and legal way : For 
*' I never meant any other. And now, fince I fee I can- 
*' not do what I came for, I think this is no unfit occafiori 
<f to repeat what I have faid formerly, that whatever I 
* { have done in favour and to the good of my fubje£ls, 
ec I do intend to maintain it-|-.' ; 

When the king was looking around for the accufed 
members, he afked the fpeaker, who ftood below, whe- 
ther any of thefe perfons were in the houfe ? The fpea- 
ker, falling on his knee, prudently replied : " I have fir, 
«' neither eyes to fee, nor tongue to fpeak in this place, 
" but as the houfe is pleafed to direct me, whofe fervant 
" I am. And I humbly alk pardon, that I cannot give 
t( any other anfwer to what your majefty is pleafed to dc- 
" mand of mej." 

The commons were In the utmofl: diforder ; and, 
when the king was departing, fome members cried aloud, 

* Whitlocke, p. jf. Warwick, p. 204. + Whitlockc, p. j«; 
t Idem, ihfd. p, ?o. Mav, book ii. p. ZO. 
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CHAP, fo as he might hear them, Privilege! Privilege ! And the 
LV. houfe immediately adjourned till next day*. 

v -^"v"*«>~' That evening the accufed members,to mow the greater 
•642- npprehenfion, removed into the city, which was their 
fortrefs. The citizens were the whole night in arms. 
Seme people, who were appointed for that purpofe, or 
perhaps actuated by their own terrors, ran from gate to 
gate, crying out, that the cavaliers were coming to burn 
the city, and that the king himfelf was at their head. 

Next morning Charles fent to the mayor, and ordered 
him to call a common-council immediately. About ten 
o'clock, he himfelf, attended only by three or four lords, 
4 went to Guildhall. He told the common-council, that 
he was forry to hear of the apprehenfions entertained of 
him ; that he was come to them without any guard, in 
order to fhow how much he relied on their affe&ions ; 
and that lie had accufed certain men of high treafon, 
againft whom he would proceed in a legal way, and there- 
fore prefumed that they would not meet with protection 
in the city : After many other gracious expreffions, he 
told one of the flieriffs, who of the two was thought the 
leaft inclined to his fervice, that he would dine with him. 
He departed the hall without receiving the applaufe 
which he, expected. In palling through the ftreets, he 
heard the cry, Privilege of parliament ! Privilege of par- 
liament ! refounding from all quarters. One of the po- 
pulace, more infolcnc than the reft, drew nigh to his coach, 
and called out with a loud voice, To your tents, 0 Ifrael! 
the words employed by the mutinous Ifraelites, when 
they abandoned Rehoboam, their rafh and ill-counfelled 
fovercignf. 

When the houfe of commons met, they affetted the 
grcateft difmay; and adjourning themfelves for fome days, 
ordered a committee to fit in mcrchant-taylors hall in the 
city. The committee made an exact inquiry into all cir- 
cumftances attending the king's entry into the houfe : 
Every paffionate fpeech, every menacing gefture of any, 
even the meaneft of his attendants, was recorded and 
aggravated. An intention of oiTering violence to the par- 
liament, of feizing the accufed members in the very houfe, 
and of murdering all who Ihould make refiftance, was 
inferred. And that unparalleled breach of privilege, fo 
it was called, was fl ill afcribed to the counfel of papifts 
and their adherents. This expreffion, which then r,ecur- 

* Wli'rrloeke, p, jr. t Rufliwortli, vtl. v. p. 479. 
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red every moment In fpeeches and memorials, and which 
at prefent is fo apt to excite laughter in the reader, begat 
at that time the deepelt and moll real conftcrnation 
throughout the kingdom. 

A letter was pretended to be intercepted, and was 
communicated to the committee, who pretended to lay 
great ftrefs upon it. One catholic there congratulates 
another on the accufation of the members ; and reprc- 
fents that incident as a branch of the fame pious contri- 
vance, which had ejccT.d the Irifh infurrection, and by 
which the profane heretics would foon be exterminated in 
England*. 

The houfe again met ; and after confirming the votes 
of their committee, inltantly adjourned, as if expofed to 
the molt imminent perils from the violence of their ene- 
mies. This practice they continued for fome time. When 
the people, by thefe affected panics, were wrought up to 
a lumcient degree of rage and terror, it was thought 
proper, that the accufed members mould, with a trium- 
phant and military proceihon, take their feats in the houfe. 
The river was covered with boats, and other veflels, laden 
with fmall pieces of ordnance, and prepared for fight. 
Skippen, whom the parliament had appointed, by their 
own authority, major-general of the city-miliciaj-, con- 
ducted the members, at the head of his tumultuary army, 
to Weftminlter-hall. And when the populace, by land 
and by water, palled Whitehall, they (till aiked, with in- 
fulting fhouts, What has become of the king and his cavaliers ? 
And whither are they fied\ ? 

The king, apprehenlive of danger from the enraged 
multitude, had retired to Hampton-court, deferted by all 
the world, and overwhelmed with grief, fliame, and re- 
morfe, for the fatal meafures into which he had been 
hurried. His diftrefled fitu^tion he could no longer afcribe 
to the rigours of deltiny, or the malignity of enemies : 
His own precipitancy and indifcretion muft bear the 
blame of whatever difalters lhould henceforth befal him. 
The molt faithful of his adherents, between forrow and 
indignation, were confounded with reflections on what 
had happened, and what was likely to follow. Seeing eve- 
ry profpedt blalted, faction triumphant, the difcon tented 
populace inflamed to a degree of jury, they utterly def- 
paired of fuccefs in a caufe to whofe ruin friends and 
enemies feemed equally to confpire. 

j 

• Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 836. \ Ibid, vel. ii. p, 833. 
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|CH A P. The prudence of the king, in his conduct of this aV 
LV. fair, no body pretended to juftify. The legality of his 

\y Y"\J proceedings met with many and juft apologies ; though 
i642. generally offered te unwilling ears. No maxim of law, 
it was faid, is more eftabhfhecTor more univerfally allow- 
ed, than that privilege of parliament extends not to trea- 
son, felony, or breach of peace ; nor has either houfe, 
during former ages, ever pretended in any of thofe cafes 
to interpofe in behalf of its members. Though fome in- 
conveniencies mould refult from the observance of this 
maxim ; that would not be fufneient, v. ithout other au- 
thority, to abolifh a principle eftablifhed by uninterrupted 
precedent, and founded on the tacit confent of the whole 
Jegiflature. But what are the inconveniencies fo much 
dreaded ? The king, on pretence of treal'on, may feize 
any members of the oppolite faction, and, for a time, 
gain to his partifans the majority of voices. But if he 
Jeize only a few ; will he not lofe more friends by fuch 
a grofs artifice than he confines enemies ? If he feize a 
great number ; is not this expedient force, ppen and 
barefaced ? And what remedy at all times againft fuch 
force, but to oppofe to it a force which is fuperior ? Even 
allowing that the king intended to employ violence, not 
authority, for feizing the members; though at that time, 
and ever afterwards, he politively afferted the contrary ; 
yet will his conduct admit of excufe. 1 hat the hall, 
where the parliament afiembles, is an inviolable fandtu- 
ary, was never yet pretended. And if the commons com- 
plain of the affront offered them, by an attempt to arreft 
their members in their very prefence ; the blame mult lie 
entirely on themfelves, who had formerly relufed compli- 
ance with the king's mefTage,when he peaceably demanded 
thefe members. The fovereign is the great executor of 
the laws ; and his prefence was here legally employed, 
both in order to prevent oppofition, and to protect the 
houfe againft thofe infults which their difobediencc had 
fo well merited. 

Charles knew to how little purpofe he fhould urge 
thefe reafons againft the prefent fury of the commons. 
He propofed, therefore, by a meffage, that they would 
agree upon a legal method, by which he might carry on 
his profecution againft the members, left farther mif- 
underftand,ings happen with regard to privilege. They 
defired him to lay the grounds of accufation before the 
houfe ; and pretended that they mult firft judge whether 
it were proper to give up their members to a lejjal trial. 
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The king then informed them, that he would wave for CHAP, 
the prefent all profecucion : By fucceifive meflages, he LV. 
afterwards offered a pardon to the members ; offered v s ^- v -*^ 
to concur in any law that fhould acquit or fecure them ; j (Mi- 
offered any reparation to the houfe for the breach of pri- 
vilege, of which, he acknowledged, they had reafon to 
complain*. They were refolved to accept of no fatisfac- 
tion, unlefs he would difcover his advifers in that illegal 
meafure : A condition to which, they knew, that, with- 
out rendering himfelf for ever vile and contemptible, he 
could not poflibly fubmit. Meanwhile, they continued to 
thunder againft the violation of parliamentary privileges, 
and, by their violent outcries, to inflame the whole na- 
tion. The fecret reafon of their difpleafure, however ob- 
vious, they carefully concealed. In the king's accufation 
of the members, they plainly faw his judgment of late 
parliamentary proceedings ; and every adherent of the 
ruling faction dreaded the fame fate, fhould royal autho- 
rity be re-eftablifhed in its ancient luftre. By the molt 
unhappy condu£t, Charles, while he extremely augmen- 
ted in his opponents the will, had alfo increafed the abili- 
ty of hurting him. 

Th>'. more to excite the people, whofe difpolitions 
were already very feditious, the expedient of petitioning 
was renewed, A petition from the county of Bucking- 
ham was prefented to the houfe by fix thoufand fubferi- 
bers, who promifed to live and die in defence of the pri- 
vileges of parliament!, The city of London, the county 
of Eflex, that of Hertford, Surrey, Berks, imitated the 
the example. A petition from the apprentices was gra- 
cioufly received;):. Nay, one was encouraged from the 
porters; whofe numbers amounted, as they faid, to fif- 
teen thoufandf , The addrefs of that great body contained 
the fame articles with all the others; the privileges of par- 
liament, the danger of religion, the rebellion of Ireland, 
the decay of trade. The porters farther idenred that juf- 
tice might be done upon offenders, as the atrocioufnefs of 
their crimes had deferred. And they added, That f fuch 
remedies were any longer fufpended, they JJjauld be forced to 
extremities not ft to be named, and make good the f tying, 
** That neceflity has no law||." 

Another petition was prefented by feveral poor peo- 
ple or beggars, in the name of many thoufands more ; in 

• Dugdale, p. 84. Ruflim-orth, vol. v. p. 484, 488, 4^2, 
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CHAP, which the petitioners propofed as a remedy for the pub- 
LV. lie mifcries, That thofe noble worthies of the bot/je of peers, 

V^— v-^»>* ivho concur nuith the happy votes of the commons, may fepa- 
164a. ra f e themfelves from the reft, and fit and vote as one entire 
body. The commons gave thanks for this petition*. 

The very women were feized with the fame rage. A 
brewer's wife, followed by many thoufands of her fex, 
brought a petition to the houfe ; in which the petitioners 

„ expreffed their terror of the papifts and prelates, and 

their dread of like maffacres, rapes and outrages, with 
thofe which had been committed upon their fex in Ire- 
land. They had been neceffitated, they faid, to imitate the 
example of the woman of Tekoah : And they claimed 
equal right with the men, of declaring, by petition, their 
fenfe of the public caufe ; becaufe Chrift had purchafed 
them at as dear a rate, and in the free enjoyment of Chrift 
confifts equally the happinefs of both fexes. Pym came 
to the door of the houfe ; and having told the female 
zealots, that their petition was thankfully accepted, and 
was prefented in a feafonable time, he begged that their 
prayers for the fuccefs of the commons might follow 
their petition. Such low arts of popularity were affected ! 
And by fuch illiberal cant were the unhappy people in- 
cited to civil difcord and convuliions ! 

In the mean time,notonly all petitions, which favoured 
the church or monarchy, from whatever hand they came, 
were difcouraged ; but the petitioners were fent for, im- 
prisoned, and profecuted as delinquents : And this un- 
equal conduct was openly avowed and juftified. Whoever 
defire a change, it was faid, mull: exprefs their fentiments; 
for how, otherwife, fhall they be known ? But thofe who 
favour the eitablifhed government in church or ftate, 
ihould not petition; becaufe they already enjoy what they 
wifhforf. 

The king had poffeffed a great party in the lower 
houfe, as appeared in the vote for the remonftrance ; and 
this party, had every new caufe of difguft been carefully 
avoided, would foon have become the majority, from the 
odium attending the violent meafures embraced by the 
popular leaders. A great majority he always poffefled in 
the houfe of peers, even after the bifhops were confined 
or chafed away ; and this majority could not have been 
overcome, but by outrages, which, in the end, would have 
drawn difgrace and ruin on thofe who incited them. By 
the prefent fury of the people, as by an inundation, were 
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all thefe obftaeles fwept away, and every rampart of roy- CHAP, 
al authority laid level with the ground. The victory was LV. 
purfued with impetuofity by the fagacious commons, who {S~V\J 
knew the importance of a favourable moment in all po- »64Z, 
pular commotions. The terror of their authority they ex- 
tended over the whole nation j and all oppofition, and 
even all blame vented in private converfation, were trea- 
ted as the moft atrocious crimes by thefe fevere inquifi- 
tors. Scarcely was it permitted to find fault with the 
conduct of any particular member, if he made a figure 
in the houfe ; and reflections thrown out on Pym, were 
at this time treated as breaches of privilege. The popu- 
lace without doors were ready to execute, from the leaft 
hint, the will of their leaders ; nor was it fafe for any 
'member to approach either houfe, who pretended to con- 
trol or oppofe the general torrent. After fo undifguifed 
a manner was this violence conducted, that Hollis, in a 
fpeech to the peers, defired to know the names of fuch 
members as fliould vote contrary to the fentiments of the 
commons*. And Pym faid in the lower houfe, that the 
people muft not be reftrained in the expreflions of their 
juft defiresf. 

By the flight, or terror, or defpondency of the king's 
party, an undifputed majority remained cery-where to 
their opponents ; and the bills fent up by the commons, 
which had hitherto Hopped with fnc peers, and would 
certainly have been rejected, now palled, and were pre- 
fented for the royal alfent. Thefe were, the prelfing bill 
with its preamble, and the bill agalnft the votes of the 
bilhops in parliament. The king's authority was at that 
time reduced to the loweft ebb. The queen too, being 
fecretly threatened with an impeachment, and finding no 
refource in her hufband's protection, was preparing to 
retire into Holland. The rage of the people was, on ac- 
count of her religion, as well as her fpirit and activity, 
univerfally levelled againft her.Ufage. the mod contume- 
lious, fhe had hitherto borne with filent indignation. The 
commons, in their fury againll priefts, had feized her 
very confefibr ; nor would they releafe him upon her re- 
peated applications. Even a vifit of the prince to his 1 
mother had been openly complained of, and remon- 
ftrances againll it had been prefented to her:j;. Apprehen- 
five of attacks ftiil more violent, {he was deftroua of fa- 
cilitating her tfcape; and fhe prevailed with the king to 

* King's Declar. of 1 2th of Auguft, 1642. ^ tt>i«U 
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CHAP, pafs thcfc bills, in hopes of appealing for a time the rage* 
LV. of the multitude*. 

v^^-s--^ These new conceflions, however important, the king 
1042. immediately found to have no 'effect, than had all the 
preceding ones : They were made the foundation of de- 
mands ft ill more exorbitant. From the facility of his dif- 
pofition, from the weaknefs of his fituation, the com- 
mons believed that he could now refufe them nothing. 
And they regarded the leaft moment of relaxation, in 
their invafion of royal authority, as highly impolitic, 
during the uninterrupted torrent of their fuccefles. The 
very moment they were informed of thefe laft acquifitions, 
they affronted the queen, by opening fome intercepted 
letters written to her by lord Digby : They carried up an 
impeachment againft Herbert, attorney-general, for obey- 
ing his mailer's commands in accufing their menabersf. 
And they profecuted with frefh vigour, their plan of the 
militia, on which they relied all future hopes of an un- 
controlled authority. 

The commons were fenfible that monarchical govern- 
ment, which, during fo many ages, had been eftablilhed 
in England, would foon regain fome degree of its former 
. dignity, after the prefent tempeft was overblown ; nor 
would all their new-invented limitations be able totally 
to fupprcls an authority, to which the nation had ever 
been accullomed. The fword alone, to which all human 
ordinances muft fubmit, could guard their acquired pow- 
er, and fully enfure to them perfonal fafety againlt the 
rifing indignation of their fovereign. This point, there- 
fore, became the chief obje£l of their aims. A large 
magazine of arms being placed in the* town of Hull, they 
dilpatched thither fir John Hotham, a gentleman of con- 
lidcrable fortune in the neighbourhood, and of an anci- 
ent family, and they gave him the authority of governor. 
They lent orders to Goring, governor of Portfmouth, to 
obey no commands but fuch as he Ihould receive from the 
parliament. Not content with having obliged the king to 
difplace Lunsford, whom he had appointed governor of 
the Tower']:, they never ceafed foliating him, till he had 
alfo difplaced fir John Biron, a man of unexceptionable 
character, and had bellowed that command on fir John 
Conycrs, in whom alone, they laid, they could repofe con- 
fidence. After making a fruitlefs attempt, in which the 
peers refufed iheir concurrence, to give public warning, 
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*hatthe people fliould put chemfclvcs in a pofture of de- CH AP< 
fence againlr. the enterprifes of pnpijls and other ill-affeEled LV. 
perfom*, they now refolved, by a bold and decifive Itroke, 
to feize at once the whole power of the fword, and to I ^ 4 * 4 
confer it entirely on their own creatures and adherents. 

The fevere votes paned in the beginning of this parlia- 
ment againft lieutenants and their deputies, for exercif- 
ing powers aflumed by all their predeceflbfs, had totally 
dilarmcd the crown, and had not left in any magiftrate 
military authority futficient for the defence and fecurity 
of the nation. To remedy this inconvenience now ap- 
peared necelTary. A bill was introduced and pafl'ed the 
two houfes, which reftored to lieutenants and deputies the 
fame powers of which the votes of the commons had be- 
reaved them ; but at the fame time the names of all the 
lieutenants were inferted in the bill j and thefe confided 
entirely of men in whom the parliament could confide. 
And for their conduct, they were accountable, by the 
exprefs terms of the bill, not t» the king, but to the par- 
liament. 

The policy purfued by the commons, and which had 
hitherto fuccceded to admiration, was, to aftonilh the 
king by the boldnefs of their enterprifes, to intermingle 
no fweetnefs with their feverity, to employ expreflions no 
lefs violent than their pretenfions, and to make him fen- 
fible in what little eftimation they held both his perfori 
and his dignity. To a bill fa deftructive of royal authori- 
ty, they prefixed, with an infolence feemingly wanton, a 
preamble equally diihonourable to the perfonal character 
of the king. Thcfe are the words : M Whereas there has 
" been of late a moil dangerous and defperate delign up- 
,e on the houfe of commons, which we have juft caufe 
" to believe an effect of the bloody counfels of papifts 
*« and other ill-affected perfons, who have already raifed 
" a rebellion in the kingdom of Ireland. And whereas, 
" by reafon of many difcoveries, we cannot but fear they 
lt will proceed, not only to ftir up the like rebellions and 
" infurredtions in this kingdom of England ; but alfo to 
" back them with forces from abroad, &c.f." 

Here Charles firft ventured to put a ftop to his concef- 
fions ; and that not by a refufal, but a delay. When this 
demand was made; a demand which, if granted, the com- 
mons juftly regarded as the laft they (hould ever have oc- 
cafion to make; he was at Dover, attending the queen and 
the princefs of Orarige, in their embarkation. He replied, 
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CH A P. that he had not now leifure to confider a matter of (o 
LV. great importance, and muft therefore refpite his anfwer 

(yy\j till his return*- The parliament inftantly difpatched ano- 
1642. ther meffage to him, with felicitations ftill more impor- 

iia Ftb. tunate . They expreffed their great grief on account of 
his majefty's anfwer to their juft and neceflary petition. 
They reprefented, that any delay, during dangers and dif- 
fractions fo great and prefling, was not lefs unfatisfaftory 
and deftrudlive than an abfolute denial. They infilled, 
that it was their duty to fee put in execution a meafurc 

28th Feb, fo neceflary for public fafety. And they affirmed, that the 
people, in many counties, had applied to them- for that 
purpofe, and, in fome places, were, of themfelves, and 
by their own authority, providing againft thofe urgent 
dangers with which they were threatenedf. 

Even after this infolence, the king durft not venture 
upon a flat denial. Befides excepting to the preamble, 
which threw fuch diflionour upon him, and protefting 
the innocence of his intentions when he entered the houfe 
of commons; he only defired that the military authority, 
if it were defective, fliould firft be conferred upon the 
crown ; and he promifed to befiow commiflions, but fuch 
as fliould be revocable at pleafure, on the fame perfons 
whom the parliament had named in the billj. By a for- 
mer meflage he had expreffed his wifhes, that they would 
lay before him, in one view, all the conceffions which 
they deemed requifite for the fettlement of the nation. 
They pretended that they were expofed to perils fo dread- 
ful and imminent, that they had not leifure for fuch a 
work§. The expedient propofed by the king feemed a 
fufficient remedy during this emergence ; and yet main- 
tained the prerogatives of the crown entire and un- 
broken. 

But the intentions of the commons were wide of this 
purpofe, and their panics could be cured by one remedy 
Ift March, alone. They inftantly replied, that the dangers and dif- 
tempers of the nation were fuch as could endure no lon- 
ger delay ; and, unlefs the king fpeedily complied with 
their demands, they fliould be constrained, for the fafety 
of prince and people, to difpofe of the militia by the au- 
thority of bothhoufes, and were refolved to do it accord- 
ingly. They aflertcd, that thefe parts of the kingdom 
which had, from their own authority, put themfelves in 
a pofturc of defence during thefe prevailing fears and 
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jealoufies, had acted fuitably to the declarations and di- CHAP, 
reclions of both houles, and conformably to the laws of LV. 
the kingdom. And while they thus menaced the king v*-*-y~»^ 
with their power, they invited him to fix his refidence 1642. 
at London, where they knew he would be entirely at 
mercy*. 

" I am fo much amazed at this meffagc," faid the 
king in his prompt reply, '« that I know not what to an- 
" fwer. You fpeak of jealoufies and fears ! Lay your 
" hands on your hearts, and a(k yourfelves, whether I 
" may not likewife be difturbed with fears and jealou- 
" fies : And if fo, I aflure you that this meifage has nb- 
" thing lelTened them. 

" As to the militia, I thought fo much of it before I 
" gave that anfwer, and am fo much aflured that the 
" anfwer is agreeable to what in juftice or reafon you 
" can afk, or I in honour grant, that I fhall not alter it in 
" any point. 

" For my refidence near you, I wifli it might be fafe 
" and honourable, and that I had no caufe to abfent 
" myfelf from Whitehall : Alk yourfelves whether I 
*' have notf. 

" What would you have? Have I violated your laws ? 
" Have I denied to pafs any bill for the eafe and fccu- 
" rity of my fubjects ? I do not alk what you. have done 
" for me. 

" Have any of rny people been tranfported with fears 
w and apprehenfions . ? 1 offer as free and general a par- 
" don as yourfelves can devife. All this confidered, there 
" is a judgment of heaven upon this nation if thefe dif- 
" tractions continue. 

" God fo deal with me and mine as all my thoughts 
*' and intentions are upright for the maintenance of the 
" true proteftant profellion, and for the obfervance and 
f* prefervation of the laws; and I hope God will blefs and 
'* affill thofe laws for my pref:rvationJ." 

No looner did the commons defpair of obtaining the 
king's eonfent to their bill, than they inftantly voted, that 
thole who advifed his majefty's anfwer were enemies to 
the ftatc, and mifchievous projectors againft the fafety of 
the nation ; that this denial is of fuch dangerous confe- 
quences, that if his majefty perfiit in it, it will hazard the 
peace and tranquility of all his kingdoms, unlefs fome 
fpeedy remedy be applied by the wifdom and authority of 
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both houfes ; and that fuch of the fubje&s as have put 
thcmfelves in a pofture of defence againft the common 
danger, have done nothing but what is juftifiable, and ap- 
proved by the houfe*. 

Lest the people might be averfe to the feconding of all 
thefe ufurpations, they were plied anew with rumours of 
danger, with the terrors of invafion, with the dread of 
Englilh and Irilh papifts *, and the moil: unaccountable pa- 
nics were fpread throughout the nation. Lord Digby hav- 
ing entered Kingfton in a coach and fix, attended by a 
few livery fervants, the intelligence was conveyed to Lon- 
don ; and it was immediately voted, that he had appeared 
in a hoftile manner, to the terror and affright of his 
majefty's fubjefts, and had levied war againft the king 
and kingdomf. Petitions from all quarters loudly de- 
manded of the parliament to put the nation in a pofture 
of defence ; and the county of Stafford, in particular, 
exprefled fuch dread of an infurredtion among the pa- 
pifts, that every man, they faid, was conftrained to ftand 
upon his guard, not even daring to go to church un- 
armed:}:. 

That the fame violence by which he had fo long been 
opprefled, might not ftill reach him, and extort his con- 
fent to the militia bill, Charles had refolved to remove 
farther from London : and accordingly, taking the prince 
of Wales and the duke of York along with him, he ar- 
rived, by flow journies, at Tork, which he determined for 
fome time to make the place of his refidence. The diftant 
parts of the kingdom, being removed from that furious 
vortex of new principles and opinions which had tranf- 
ported the capital, ftill retained a fincere regard for the 
church and monarchy ; and the king here found marks 
of attachment beyond what he had before expe£ted$. 
From all quarters of England, the prime nobility and 
gentry, either perfonally, or by meflages and letters, ex- 
prefled their duty towards him ; and exhorted him to fave 
himfelf and them from that ignominious flavery with 
which they were threatened. The fmall interval of time 
which had palled fince the fatal accufation of the mem- 
bers, had been fufheient to open the eyes of many, and 
to recover them from the aftonifhment with which at 
firft they had been feized. One rafh and paflionate at- 
tempt of the king's fcemed but a fmall counterbalance to 
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to many acts of deliberate violence, which had been of- CHAP, 
iered to him and every branch of the legillature : And, LV. 
however fweet the found of liberty, many refolved to ad- \S />J 
here to that moderate freedom tranfmitted them from ,6 * z * 
their anceftors, and now better fecured by fueh impor- 
tant conccfiions ; rather than, by engaging in a giddy 
fearch after more independence, run a manifeft rifk, either 
of incurring a cruel fubjection, or abandoning all law 
and order. 

Charles, finding himfelf fupported by a confiderable 
party in the kingdom, began to fpeak in a firmer tone, 
and to retort the accufations of the commons with a vi- 
gour which he had not before exerted. Notwithstanding 
their remonflrances, and menaces, and infults, he (till 
perfifted in refufing their bill ; and they proceeded to 
frame an ordinance, in which, by the authority of the 
two houfijs, without the king's confent, they named 
lieutenants for all the counties, and conferred on them 
the command of the whole military force, of all the 
guards, garrifons, and forts of the kingdom. He iffued 
proclamations againft this manifeft ufurpacion ; and, 
as he profeffed a refolution ftrictly to obferve the law 
himfelf, fo was he determined, he faid, to oblige every 
other perfon to pay it a like obedience, "x he name of the 
king wasfo effential to all laws, and fo familiar in all acts 
of executive authority, that the parliament was afraid, 
had they totally omitted it, that the innovation would be 
too fenfible to the people. In all commands, therefore, 
which they conferred, they bound the p^rfons to obey the 
orders of his majefty, fignified by both houfe-; of parlia- 
ment. And, inventing a diftinclion, hitherto unheard of, 
between the office and the perfon of the king ; thofc ve- 
ry forces which they employed againft him, they levied in 
his name, and by his authority*. 

It is remarkable how much the topics of argument 
were now reverfed between the parties. The king, while 
he acknowledged his former error, of employing a plea 
of neceflity, in order to infringe the laws and conftitu- 
tion, warned the parliament not to imitate an example 
on which they threw fuch violent blame ; and the par- 
liament, while they clothed their perfonal fears or ambi- 
tion under the appearance of national and imminent dan- 
ger, made unknowingly an apology for the mort excep- 
tionable part of the king's conduct. That the liberties 
pf the people were no longer expofed to any peril from 
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CHAP, oyal authority, fo narrowly circumfcribed, fo exactly cle- 
LV. fined, fo much unfupported by revenue and by military 
^ > /'Y*\J power, might be maintained upon very plaufible topics : 
J642. But that the danger, allowing it to have any existence, 
was not of that kind ; great, urgent, inevitable ; which 
diflblves all law, and levels all limitations ; feems appa- 
rent from the fimpleft view of thefe tranfacbions. So ob- 
vious indeed was the king's prefent inability to invade the 
conflitution, that the fears and jealoufies which operated 
on the people, and pufhed them fo furioufly to arms, were 
undoubtedly not of a civil, but of a religious nature. 
The diftempered imaginations of men were agitated with 
a continued dread of popery, with a horror againft pre- 
lacy, with an antipathy to ceremonies and the liturgy, 
and with a violent affection for whatever was moft oppo- 
fite to thefe objects of averfion. The fanatical fpirit let 
loofe, confounded all regard to eafe, fafety, intereft ; and 
diffolved every moral and civil obligation*. 

Each party was now willing to throw on its antagonift 
the odium of commencing a civil war ; but both of them 
prepared for an event which they deemed inevitable. To 
gain the people's favour and good opinion, was the chief 
point on both fides. Never was there a people lefs corrup- 
ted by vice, and more actuated by principle, than the 
Englilh during that period : Never were there individuals 
who poflelled more capacity, more courage, more public 
fpirit, more d.finterefted zeal. The infufion of one ingre- 
dient, in too large a proportion, had corrupted all thefe 
noble principles", and converted them into the moft viru- 
lent poifon. To determine his choice in the approaching 
contelts, every man hearkened with avidity to the reafens 
propofed on both fides. The war of the pen preceded 
that of the fword, and daily fharpened the humours of 
the oppolite parties. Befides private adventurers without 
number, the king and parliament themfelves carried on 
the controvcrfy, by melfages, remonftrances, and decla- 
rations ; where the nation was really the party t» whom 
all arguments were addrelTed. Charles had here a double 
advantage. Not only his caufe was more favourable, as 
iupporting the ancient government in church and Itatc 
againft the moft illegal pretentions : It was alfo defended 
with more art and eloquence. Lord Falkland had accepted 
the office of fecretary j a man who adorned the purcft 
virtue with the richelt gifts of nature, and the moft va- 
luable acquilitions of learning. By him, athfted by the 
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kitlg liimfelf, were the memorials of the royal party chiefly CHAP. 

compofed. So fcnfible was Charles of his fuperiority in LV. 

this particular, that he took care to difperfe every-where 

the papers of the parliament, together with his own, that l6 4»- 

the people might be the more enabled, by comparifon, to 

form a judgment between them : The parliament, while 

they distributed copies of their own, were anxious to fup- 

prefs all the king's compofitions *. 

To clear up the principles of the conftitution, to mark 
the boundaries of the powers entrufted by law to the fe- 
veral members, to fhow what great improvements the 
whole political fyftem had received from the king's late 
co:;ceffions, to demonftrate his entire confidence in his 
people, and his reliance on their afFe&ions, to point out 
the ungrateful returns which had been made him, and the 
enormous encroachments, infults, and indignities, to 
which he had been expofed ; thefe were the topics which, 
with fo much jultnefsof reafoning and propriety of ex- 
preflion, were infilled on in the king's declarations and 
remonftrancesf. 

Though thefe writings were of confequence, and ten- 
ded much to reconcile the nation to Charles,it was evident 
that they would not be decifive, and that keener weapons 
muft determine the controverfy. To the ordinance of the 
parliament concerning the militia, the king oppofed his 
commillions of array. The counties obeyed the one or 
the other, according as they flood affected. And in many 
counties, where the people were divided, mobbifli com- 
bats and fkirmiihes enfuedf.. The parliament, on this oc- 
cafion, went fo far as to vote, « That when the lords and 
W commons in parliament, which is the fupreme court 
" of judicature, fhall declare what the law of the land 
" is, to have this not only queflioned, but contradicted, 
c< is a high breach of their privileges}." This was a plain 
afiuming of the whole legiflative authority, and exerting 
it in the moft material article, the government of the 
militia. Upon the fame principles, they pretended, by a 
verbal criticifm on the tenfe of a Latin verb, to ravifh from 
the king his negative voice in the legiflature||. 
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CH A P. The magazine of Hull contained the arms of all tho' 
LV. forces levied againft the Scots ; and fir John Hotham, the 

O^YNJ governor, though he had accepted of a commiffion from 
1642. the parliament, was not thought to be much difaffe£ted 
to the church and monarchy. Charles, therefore, enter- 
tained hopes, that, if he prefented himfelf at Hull before 
the commencement of hoftilities, Hotham, overawed by 
his prefence, would admit him with his retinue ; after 
which he might eafily render himfelf mafter of the place. 
But the governor was on his guard. He fhut the gatesy 
and refufed to receive the king, whodefired leave to enter 
with twenty pcrfonsonly. Charles immediately proclaim- 
ed him traitor, and complained to the parliament of his 
difobedience. The parliament avowed and juftified the. 
action *. 

grcpa**- The county of York levied a guard for the king of 600 
men : For the kings of England had hitherto lived among 
their fubje£ts like fathers among their children, and had 
derived all their fecurity from the dignity of their cha- 
racter, and from the protection of the laws. The two 
houfes, though they had already levied a guard for them- 
feivcs; had attempted to feize all the military power, all 
the navy, and all the forts of the kingdom; and had open-* 
ly employed their authority in every kind of warlike pre- 
parations : Yet immediately voted, *' That the king, fe- 
u duced by wicked counfel, intended to make war againft 
" his parliament, who, in all their confultations and ac- 
" tions, had propofed no other end, but the care of his 
«« kingdoms, and the performance of all duty and loyalty 
« to his perfon ; that this attempt was a breach of the 
B truit repofed in him by his people, contrary to his oath* 
" and tending to a diflblution of the government ; and 
*' that whoever fhould affift him in fuch a war, were trai- 
" tors by the fundamental laws of the kingdomf." 

The armies which had been every-where raifed on 
pretence of the fervice in Ireland, were henceforth more 
openly inlifted by the parliament for their own purpofes, 
and the command of them was given to the earl of Eflex* 
In London no lefs than four thoufand men inlifted in on« 
day}. And the parliament voted a declaration, which they 

10th June, required every member to fubferibe, that they would live 
and die with their general. 
They iflued orders for bringing in loans of money and 
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plate, in order to maintain forces which fhould defend C H A P* 
the king and both houfes of parliament : For this ftyle LV. 
they ftill preferved. Within ten days, vaft quantities of i^/~V\J, 
plate were brought to their treafurers. Hardly were there I ^4»- 
men enough to receive it, or room fufheient to ftow it : 
And many, with regret, were obliged to carry back their 
offerings, and wait till the treafurers could find leifure to 
receive them. Such zeal animated the pious partifans of 
the parliament, efpecially in the city ! The women gave 
up all the plate and ornaments of their houfes, and even 
their filver thimbles and bodkins, in order to fupport the 
good caufe againft the malignants*. 

Meanwhile the fplendour of the nobility, with which 
the king was environed, much eclipfed the appearance at 
\Veitminfter. Lord-keeper Littleton, after fending the 
great feal before him, had fi^ed to York. Above forty peers 
of the firft rank attended the king-f; while the houfe o£ 
lords feldom confifted of more than fixteen members. 
Near the moiety, too, of the lower houfe abfented them- 
felves from counfels which they deemed fo full of dan- 
ger. The commons fent up an impeachment againft nine 
peers, for deferting their duty in parliament* Their own 
members alfo, who Ihould return to them, they voted 
not to admit, till fatislied concerning the reafon of their 
abfence. 

Charles made a declaration to the peers who atten- 
ded him, that he expected from them no obedience to 
any commands which were not warranted by the laws of 
the land. The peers anfwered this declaration by a proteit, 
in which they declared their refolution to obey no com- 
mands but fuch as were warranted by that authority %. By 
thefe deliberate engagements, fo worthy of an Englifh 
prince and Englifh nobility, they meant to confound 
the furious and tumultuary refolutions taken by the par- 
liament. 

The queen difpofing of the crown-jewels in Holland, 
had been enabled to purchafe a cargo of arms and ammu- 
nition. Part of thefe, after efcaping many perils, arrived 
fafely to the king. His preparations were not near fo for- 
ward as thofe of the parliament. In order to remove all 
jealoufy, he had refolyed, that their ufurpations and illegal 
pretentions fhould be apparent to the whole world, and 
thought, that to recover the confidence of the people was 
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CHAP, a point much more material to his intereft than the cot- 
LV. letting of any magazines, ftores, or armies, which might 

0<-v-**» breed apprehenfions of violent or illegal counfels. But 
,6 4»- the urgent neceffity of his fituation no longer admitted of 
delay. He now prepared himfelf for defence. "With a 
fpirit, activity, and addrefs, which neither the one party 
apprehended, nor the other expected, he employed all the 
advantages which remained to him, and roufed up his 
adherents to arms. The refources of this prince's genius 
increafed in proportion to his difficulties ; and he never 
appeared greater than when plunged into the deepeft pe- 
rils and diftreffes. From the mixed character, indeed, of 
Charles, arofe in part the misfortunes in which England 
was at this time involved. His political errors, or rather 
weakneffes, had raifed him inveterate enemies : His emi- 
nent moral virtues had procured him zealous partifans : 
And between the hatred of the one, and the affections of 
the other, was the nation agitated with the moft violent 
convulfior.s. 

That the king might defpair of all compofition, the 
parliament fent him the conditions on which they were 
willing to come to an agreement. Their demands, con- 
tained in nineteen proportions, amounted to a total abo- 
lition of monarchical authority. They required, that no 
man fhould remain in the council, who was not agreeable 
to parliament ; that no deed of the king's fhould have 
validity, unlefs it paffed the council, and was attefted un- 
der their hand ; that all the officers of ftate and princi- 
pal judges fhould be chofen with confent of parliament, 
and enjoy their offices for life ; that none of the royal 
family fhould marry without confent of parliament or 
council; that the laws fhould be executed againfl: catho- 
lics ; that the votes of popifh lords fhould be excluded ; 
that the reformation of the liturgy and church-govern- 
ment fhould have place, according to advice of parlia- 
ment ; that the ordinance, with regard to the militia, be 
fubmitted to ; that the juftice of parliament pafs upon 
all delinquents; that a general pardon be granted, with 
fuch exceptions as fhould be advifed by parliament ; that 
the forts and caftles be difpofed of by confent of parlia- 
ment ; and that no peer be made but with confent of both 
houfes* 

« Should I grant thefe demands," faid the king in 
reply, " I may be waited on bareheaded; I may have my 
" hand killed ; the title of Majefty may be continued to 
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*« mc ; and The king's authority, Jignified. by both houfes, 
** may ftill be the ftyle of your commands ; I may have 
** fwords and maces carried before me, and pleafe my- 
«« felf with the fight of a crown and fceptre (though l64J ' 
u even thefe twigs would not long flourifh, when the 
«« ftock upon which they grew was dead) : But as to true 
" and real power, I fhould remain but the outfide, but 
" the picture, but the fign of a king*." War on any 
terms was efteemed, by the king and all his counfellors, 
preferable to fo ignominious a peace. Charles accordingly 
vefolved»to fupport his authority by arms. " His towns," 
he faid, " were taken from him, his fliips, his arms, his 
■» money ; but there ftill remained to him a good caufe, 
« and the hearts of his loyal fubjedts, which, with God's 
** bleffing, he doubted not, would recover all the reft." 
Collecting therefore fomeforces,he advanced fouthwardsj 
and at Nottingham he erected his royal ftandard, the open 2jth Aug. 
fignal of difcord and civil war throughout the kingdom. 

* Rufliworth, vol. t. p, 738, Warwick, p. 187, 
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TTTHEN two names, fo faered in the Englifh con- 
\\ ftitution as thofe of King and Parliament 
were placed in oppofition ; no wonder the people were 
divided in their choice, and were agitated with the moft 
violent animofities and factions. 

The nobility, and more confiderable gentry, dreading 
a total confufion of rank from the fury of the populace, 
jnlifted themfelves in defence of the monarch, from whom 
they received, and to whom they communicated, their 
luftre. Animated with the fpirit of loyalty, derived from 
their anceftors, they adhered to the ancient principles of 
the conflitution, and valued themfelves on exerting the 
maxims, as well as inheriting the pofleflions, of the old 
Englifh families. And while they pafled their time moftly 
at their country-feats, they were furprized to hear of opi- 
nions prevailing, with which they had ever been unac- 
quainted, and which implied not a limitation, but an abo- 
lition almoft total, of monarchical authority. 

The city of London, on the other hand, and mod of 
the great corporations, took part with the parliament, and 
adopted with zeal rhofe democratical principles on which 
the pretenfions of that afTcmbly were founded. The go- 
vernment of cities, which even under abfolute monar- 
chies is commonlv republican, inclined them to this par- 
ty : The fmall hereditary influence, which. can be retain- 
ed oyer the indnftvious inhabitants of towns •, the natu* 
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ral independence of citizens; and the force of popular CHAP, 
currents over thofe more numerous aflbciations of man- LVI. 
kind ; all thefe caufes gave, there, authority to the new v«<»-v~"w> 
principles propagated throughout the nation. Manyfami- l642, 
lies too, which had lately been enriched by commerce, faw 
with indignation, that, notwithstanding their opulence, 
they could not raife themfelves to a level with the ancient 
gentry : They therefore adhered to a power, by whofe 
fuccefs they hoped to acquire rank and confideration*. 
And the new fplendour and glory of the Dutch common- 
wealth, where liberty fo happily fupported induftry, made 
the commercial part of the nation defire to fee a like form 
of government eftabliftied in England. 

The genius of the two religions, fo clofely at this 
time interwoven with politics, correfponded exactly to 
thefe divifions. The preibytefian religion was new, re- 
publican, and fuited to the genius of the populace : The 
other had an ait of greater mow and ornament, was ef- 
tablifhed on ancient authority, and bore an affinity to the 
kingly and ariftocratical parts of the constitution. The 
devotees of prefbytery became of courfe, zealous partifans 
of the parliament : The friends of the epifcop^l church 
valued themfelves on defending the rights of monarchy. 

Some men alfo there were of liberal education, who, 
being either carelefs, or ignorant of thofe difputes ban- i 
died about by the clergy of both fides, afpired to nothing 
but an eafy enjoyment of life, amidft the jovial entertain- 
ment and focial intercourfe of their companions. All 
thefe flocked to the king's ftandard, where they breathed 
a freer air, and were exempted from that rigid precifenefs 
and melancholy aufterity, which reigned among the par- 
liamentary party, 

NfvEii was a quarrel more unequal than feemcd at 
firft that between the contending parties : Almoft every 
advantage lay againfl: the royal caufe. The king's revenue 
had been feized, from the beginning by the parliament, 
who ilTued out to him, from time to time, fmall fums for 
his prefent fubfiftence ; and as foon as he withdrew to 
York, they totally ftopped all payments. London and all 
the feaports, except Ncwcaftle, being in their hands, the 
cuftoms yielded them a certain and confidel-able fupply 
of money ; and all contributions, loans and impofuions, 
were more eafily raifed from the cities which poflefled the 
ready money, and where men lived under their infpection, 
than they could be levied by the king in thofe open coun- 
tries, which after fome time declared for him. 



* Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 4, 
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CHAP. The feamen naturally followed the difpofition of the. 
LVI. f ea p 0rts t0 w hi c h they belonged : And the earl of Nor- 

LS~V\J thumberland, lord admiral, having embraced the party of 
1<>r -- the parliament, had appointed at their defire, the earl of 
Warwick to be his lieutenant; who at once eftablifhed his 
authority in the fleet, and kept the entire dominion of the 
fea in the hands of that aflembly. 

All the magazines of arms and ammunition were from 
the firft feized by the parliament ; and their fleet inter- 
cepted the greater part of thofe which were fent by the 
queen from Holland. The king was obliged, in order to 
arm his followers, to borrow the weapons of the train- 
bands, under promife of reftoring them as foon as peace 
ftiould be fettled in the kingdom. 

The veneration for parliaments was at this time ex- 
treme throughout the nation*'. The cuftom of reviling 
thofe aflemblies for corruption, as it had no pretence, fo 
was it unknown, during all former ages. Few or no in- 
ftancesof their encroaching ambition or felfifh claims had 
hitherto been obferved. Men confidered the houfe of 
commons in no other light than as the reprefentatives of 
rhe nation, whofe intereft was the fame with that of the 
public, who were the eternal guardians of law and liber- 
ty, and whom no motive, but the necefiary defence of the 
people, could ever engage in an oppofition to the crown. 
The torrent, therefore, of general affection ran to the par- 
liament. What is the great advantage of popularity, 
the privilege of affixing epithets, fell of courfe to that par- 
ty. The king's adherents were the Wicled and the A'.alig- 
mtit : Their adverfaries were the Godly and the Well-affec- 
ted. And as the force of the cities was more united than 
that of the country, and at once gave fhelter and protection 
to the parliamentary party, who could eafily fupprefs the 
royaliits in their neighbourhood, almoft the whole king- 
dom, at the commencement of the war, feemed to be in 
the hands of the parliament }-. 

What alone gave the king fome compenfation for all 
the advantages pofleflcd by his adverfaries, was the nature 
and qualities of his adherents. More bravery and activi- 
ty were hoped fur, from the generous fpirit of the nobles 
and gentry, than from the bafe dilpofitipn of the multi- 
tude. And as the men of eftates, at their own expence, 
levied and armed their tenants, befides an attachment to 
their mailers, greater force slid courage were to be ex- 
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petted in thefc ruftic troops, than in the vicious and ener- CHAP, 
vated populace of cities. LVI. 

The neighbouring ftates cf Europe, being engaged in «~v~*-» 
violent wars, little intere'ded themfelves in thefe civil l6 4 { - 
commotions; and this ifland enjoyed the fingular advan- 
tage (for fuch it furely was) of fighting out its own quar- 
rels without the interpofition of foreigners. France, from 
policy, had fomented the firft diforders in Scotland •, had 
fent over arms to the Irifh rebels •, and continued to give 
countenance to the Englifh parliament : Spain, from bi- 
gotry, furnifhed the Irifh with fome fupplies of money 
and arms. The prince of Orange, clofely allied to the 
crown, encouraged Englifh officers, who fcrved in the 
Low Countries, to enlilt in the king's army: TheScot- 
tifn officers, who had been formed in Germany,' and in 
the late commotions, chiefly took part with the parlia- 
ment. 

The contempt entertained by the parliament for the 
king's party, was fo great, that it was the chief caufe of 
pufhing matters to fuch extremities againft him ; and ma- 
ny believed that he never would attempt refiftance, but 
muft foon yield to the pretenfions, however enormous, of 
the two houfes. Even after his ftandard was ere&ed, men. 
could not be brought to apprehend the danger of a civil 
war ; nor was it imagined that he would have the impru- 
dence to enrage his implacable enemies, and render his 
own condition more defperate, by oppofing a force which 
was fo much fuperior. The low condition in which he 
appeared at Nottingham confirmed all thefe hopes. His 
artillery, though far from numerous, had been left at 
York, for want of horfes to tranfport it. Be fides the 
trained bands of the county, raifed by fir JohnDigby, the 
fherifF, he had not gotten together above three hundred 
infantry. His cavalry, in which confilts his chief ftrength, 
exceeded not eight hundred, and were very ill provided 
with arms. The forces of the parliament lay at Nor- 
thampton, within a few days march of him ; and confid- 
ed of above fix thoufand men, well armed and well ap- 
pointed. Had thefe troops advanced upon him, they mud 
foon have diffipated the fmall force which he had aJem- 
bled. By purfuing him to his retreat, they had fo difcre- 
dited his caufe, and difcouraged his adherents, as to have 
for ever prevented his collecting an army able to make 
head againlt them. But the earl of Eflex, the parliamen- 
tary general, had not yet received any orders from hi.; 
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CHAP, matters*. What rendered them fo backward, after i'uci'l 
LVL' precipitate fteps as they had formerly taken, is not eafily 

Kj*-^'~*~> explained. It >s probable, that in the extreme diftrefs of 
1642- his party confiitcd the prefent fafety of the king. The par* 
Jiament hoped, that the royalifts, fenfible of their feeble 
condition, and convinced of their (lender refources, would 
difperfe of themfelves, and leave their adverfariesa victo- 
ry, fo much the more complete and fecure, as it would be 
gained without the appearance of force, and without 
bloodfhed. Perhaps, too, when it became neceffary to 
make the concluding ftep, and offer barefaced violence 
to their fovereign, their fcruples and apprchenfions, 
though not fufficient to overcome their refolutions, were 
able to retard the execution of themf . 

Sir Jacob Aftley, whom the king had appointed major- 
general of his intended army, told him, that he could not 
give him affurance but he might be taken out of his bed, 
if the rebels fhould make a brilk attempt to that purpofe. 
All the king's attendants were full of well grounded np- 
prehenfions. Some df the lords, having defired that a 
meffage might be fent to the parliament, with overtures 
to a treaty, Charles, who well knew that an accommoda- 
tion, in his prefent condition, meant nothing but a total 
fubmiffion, haftily broke up the council, leaft thispropo- 
fal fhould be farther infifted on. But next day, the earl of 
Southampton, whom no one could fufpedt of bafe or ti- 
mid fentimcnts, having offered the fame advice in coun- 
cil, it was hearkened to with more coolnefs and delibe- 
ration. He urged, that though fuch a ftep would proba- 
bly increafe the infolence of the parliament, this was fo 
far from bung an objection, that fuch difpofitions, muft 
neceffarily turn to the advantage of the royal caufe : That if 
they refuted to treat, which was more probable, the very 
found of peace was fo popular, that nothing could more 
difguft the nation than fuch haughty feverity : That if 
they admitted of a treaty, their propofals, confidering 
their prefent fituation, would be fo exorbitant, as to open 
the eyes of their moft partial adherents, and turn the ge- 
neral favour to the king's party : And that, at worft, time 
might be gained by this expedient, and a delay of the im- 
minent danger with which the king was at prefent threat- 
ened:):. 

Charlfs, on affembling the council, had declared 
againft all advances towards an accommodation j and had 

* Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 1, 2, t Idcm,ibid. p, i8 ? 
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faid, that, having now nothing left him but his honour, CHAP, 
this laft poffeffion he was refolved fteadily to preferve, LVI. 
and rather to perifh than yield any farther to the pre- LAi^VJ 
tenfions of his enemies*. But, by the unanimous delire l(>4 "' 
of the coanfellors, he was prevailed on to embrace 
Southampton's advice. That nobleman, therefore, with 
fir John Colepeper and fir Vfalliam UVedale, was dif- 
patched to London, with offers of a treatyf. The manner 
in which they were received gave little hopes of fucccefs. 
Southhampton was not allowed by the peers to take his 
feat j but was ordered to deliver his meffage to the ufher, 
and immediately to depart the city: The commons (bow- 
ed little better difpofition towards Colepeper and Uve- 
dalej. Both houfes replied, that they could admit of no 
treaty with the king, till he took down his ftandard, and 
recalled his proclamations, in which the parliament fup- 
pofed themfelves to be declared traitors. The king, by a 
fecond meffage, denied any fuch intention againft the twC* 
houfes ; but offered to recal thefe proclamations, provid- 
ed the parliament agreed to recal theirs, in which his ad- 
herents were declared traitors. They defired him, in re- 
turn, to difmifs his forces, to refide with his parliament 
and to give Up delinquents to their juftice ; that is, aban- 
don himfelf and his friends to the mercy of his enemies^. 
Both parties flattered themfelves, that, by thefe meffages 
and repliesj they had gained the ends which they propof- 
ed|j. The king believed that the people were made fuffici* 
cntly fenfible of the parliament's infolence and averfion to 
peace : The parliament intended, by this vigour in their 
refolutionS) to fupport the vigour of their military ope* 
rations-. 

The courage of the parliament was irtcreafed, befides 
their great fnperiority of force, by two recent events 
which had happened in their favour. Goring was go* 
Vernor of Portfmouth, the befl fortified town in the 
kingdom, and, by its fituation, of great importance. 
This man feemed to have rendered himfelf an implaca- 
ble enemy to the king, by betraying, probably magnify* . 
ing, the fecret cabals of the army ; and the parliament 
thought that his fidelity to them might, on that account, 
be entirely depended on. But the fame levity of mind 
ftill attended him, and the fame difregard to engage^ - 
ments and profeffions. He took underhand his meafure3 

• Clarendon^ vol. iii. p. J. t Rudi. vol. v. p, 784, 
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CHAP* with the court, and declared againft the parliament, 
LVI. But, though he had been fufficiently fupplied with mo* 
V«*-v~*~> ney, nnd long before knew his danger, fo fmall was hU 
forcfight, that he had left the place entirely deftitute of 
provisions, and in a few days he was obliged to furren- 
der to ths parliamentary forces*. 

The marquis of Hertford was a nobleman of the 
greateft quality and character in the kingdom, and, 
equally with the king, defcended, by a female, from 
Henry VII. During the reign of James, he had at- 
tempted, without having obtained the confent of that 
monarch, to marry Arabella Stuart, a lady nearly relat- 
ed to the crown; and, upon difcovery of his intentions, 
had been obliged, for fome time, to fly the kingdom. 
Ever after, he was looked on with nn evil eye at court, 
from which, in a great meafure, he withdrew, and liv- 
ing in an independent manner, he addicted himfelf en- 
tirely to literary occupations and amufements. In pro- 
portion as the king declined in popularity, Hertford's 
character flourifhed with the people ; and when this par- 
liament afTembled, no nobleman poflefied more general 
favour and authority. By his fagacity, he foon perceiv- 
ed, that the commons, not content with correcting the 
abufes of government, were carried, by the natural cur- 
rent of power and popularity, into the oppofite extreme, 
and were committing violations, no lefs dangerous than 
the former, upon the Englifh conftitution. Immediate- 
ly he devoted himfelf to the fupport of the king's falling 
authority, and was prevailed y» ith to be governor to the 
young prince, and refide at court, to which, in the eyes 
of all men, he gave, by his prefence, a new luftre and 
authority. So high was his character for rnildnefs and 
humanity, that he ftill preferred, by means of thefe po- 
pular virtues, the public favour ; and every one was fen- 
fiblc of the true motive of his change. Notwithstanding 
his habits of eafe and ftudy, he now exerted himfelf in 
railing an army for the king ; and being named general 
of the weftern counties, where his intereft chiefly lay, 
he began to aflemble forces in Somerfetfhire. By the af- 
fiftance of lord Seymour, lord Paulet, John Digby, fori 
of the earl of Briftol, fir Francis Hawley, snd others, he 
had drawn together fome appearance of an army ; when 
the parliament, apprehenfive of the danger, fent the earl 
•f Bedford with a confiderable force againft him. On 

» Ruflnvorth, vel, v. p. <$j, Wbitfoike. p, («. Clarendon, vel . 
Mi. p. 19. 



CHARLES t 



his approach, Hertford was obliged to retire into Sher- CHAP, 
borne caftle ; and, finding that place untenable, he him- LVI. 
felf palled over into Wales, leaving fir Ralph Hopton, <*»-y~+J 
Cr John Berkeley, Digby, and other officers, with their **4 J - 
horfc, confifting of about a hundred and twenty, to 
march into Cornwal, in hopes of finding that county 
better prepared for their reception*. . 

All the difperfed bodies of the parliamentary army, 
were now ordered to march to Northampton ; and the 
earl of EflTex, who had joined them, found the wholss 
amount to 15,000 men-j. The king, though his camp 
had been gradually reinforced from all quarters, was 
fenfible that he had no army which could cope with fo 
formidable a force •, and he thought it prudent, by flow 
marches, to retire to Darby, thence to Shrewlbury, in 
order to countenance the levies which his friends were 
making in thofe parts. At Wellington, a day's march 
from Shrewlbury, he made a rendezvous of all his forces, 
and caufed his military orders to be read at the head of 
every regiment. That he might bind himfelf by recipro- 
cal ties, he folemnly made the following declaration be- 
fore his whole army : 

" I do promife, in the prefencc of Almighty God, and 
** as- 1 hope for his blefling and protection, that I will, 
M to the utmoft of my power, defend and maintain the 
« true reformed proteftant religion, eftablifhed in the 
" church of England, and, by the grace of God, in the 
f* fjame will live and die. 

« I desire that the laws may ever be the meafure of 
" my government, and that the liberty and properly of 
«• the fubje£l may be preferved by them with the fame 
H care as my own juft rights. And if it pleafe God, by 
*' his blefling on this army, raifed for my neccflary de- 
'« fence, to preferve me from the prefeut rebellion, I do 
*< folemnly and faithfully promife, in the fight of God, 
" to maintain the juft privileges and freedom of parlia- 
4< ment, and to govern, to the utmoft of my power, by 
" rhe known ftatutes and cuftoms of the kingdom, and 
*' particularly to obferve inviolably the laws to which 
'« I have given my confent this parliament. Meanwhile, 
«« if this emergence, and the great neceffity to which I am 
«• driven, beget any violation of law, I hope it fhall be 
•« imputed by God and man to the authors of this war ; 
«« not to me, who have fo earneftly laboured to prefervf 
" *' the peace of the kingdom. 
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CHAP. « Whfn I willingly fail in thefc particulars, I fliall ex- 
LVI. <' peel no aid or relief from man, nor any protection 
C— v-^j « from above : But in this refolution I hope for the 
1641. « cheerful affiftance of all good men, and am confident of 
«« the bleffing of heaven*." 

Though the concurrence of the church undoubtedly 
increafed the king's adherents, it may fafely be affirmed^ 
that the high monarchical doctrines, fo much inculcated 
by the clergy, had never done him any real fervice. The 
bulk of that generous train of nobility and gentry wha 
now attended the king in his diftrefles, breathed the fpi- 
rit of liberty, as well as ©f loyalty : And in the hopes 
« alone of his fubmitting to a legal and limited government, 

were they willing, in his defence, to facrifice their lives, 
and fortunes. 

While the king's army lay at Shrewfbury, and he was 
employing himfelf in collecting money, which he receiv- 
ed, though in no great quantities, by voluntary contri- 
butions, and by the plate of the univerfuies, which was 
fent him, the news arrived of an action, the firft which 
had happened in thefe wars, and where he was fuccefs- 
ful. 

On the appearance of commotions in England, the 
princes Rupert and Maurice, fons of the unfortunate 
Palatine, had offered their fervice to the king ; and the 
former, at that time, commanded a body of horfe, which 
had been fent to Worcefter, in order to watch the mo- 
tions of Effex, who was" marching towards that city. No 
fooner had the prince arrived, than he faw fome cavalry 
of the enemy approaching the gates. Without delay, he 
brifkly attacked them, as they were defiling from a lane, 
and forming themfelves. Colonel Sandys, who led them, 
and who fought with valour, being mortally wounded, 
fell from his horfe. The whole party was routed, and 
was pur fued above a mile. The prince, hearing of Effex's 
approach, returned to the main bodyf. This rencounter, 
though in itfelf of fmall importance, mightily raifed the 
reputation of the royalifts, and acquired to prince Ru- 
pert the character of promptitude and courage •, quali- 
ties which he eminently difplayed during the whole 
courfe of the war. 

The king, on mufteringhis army, found it amount to 
10,000 men. The earl of Lindefey, who in his youth had 
fought experience of military fervice in the Low Coun- 

* Clarendon, vol.iii. p. 16,17. Dugdale, p. 104. 
i Clwe*don, voi, iii. p. 8j, Jlay,book «i. p. 10. 
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tries*, was general: Prince Rupert commanded the CHAP, 
horfe : Sir Jacob Aftley, the foot ; Sir Arthur Afton, the LVI. 
dragoons : iir John Hayden, the artillery. Lord. Barnard v**-v-««-' 
Stuart was at the head of a troop of guards. The eftates l642, 
and revenue of this fingle troop, according to lord Claren- 
don's computation, were at leaft equal to thofe of all 
the members who, at the commencement of war, voted in 
both houfes. Their fervants, under the command of fir 
William Killigrew, made another troop, and always 
marched with their maftersf. 

With this army the king left Shrewfbury, refolving to 
give battle as. foon as poflible to the army of the parlia- i*mOA 
ment, which, he heard, was continually augmenting by 
fupplies from London. In order to bring on an action, he 
directed his march towards the capital, which, he knew, 
the enemy would not abandon to him. ElTex had now re- 
ceived his inftructions. The import of them was, to pre- 
fent a noil humble petition to the king, and to refcue 
him and the royal family from thofe defperate malignants, 
who had feized their perfonsj. Two days after the depar- 
ture of the royalifts from Shrewfbury, he left Worceller. 
Though it be commonly eafy in civil wars to get intelli- 
gence, the armies were within fix miles of each other, 
ere either of the generals was acquainted with the ap- 
proach of his enemy. Shrewfbury and Worcefter, the 
places from which they fet out, are not above twenty 
miles diftant ; yet had the two armies marched ten 
days in this mutual ignorance. So much had military (kill, 
during a long peace, decayed in England^. 

The royal army lay near Banbury : That of the parlia- 
ment atKeinton, in the county of Warwick. Prince Ru- Battle of 
pert fent intelligence of the enemy's approach. Though of'o^" 
the day was far advanced, the king refolved upon the at- J 
tack : Eflex drew up his men to receive him. Sir Faithful 
Fortefcue, who had levied a troop for the Irifh wars, had 
been obliged to ferve in the parliamentary army, and was 
now polled on the left wing, commanded by Ramfay, a 
Scotchman. No fooner did the king's army approach, 
than Fortefcue, ordering his troop to difcharge their pif- 
tols in the ground, put himfelf under the command of 
prince Rupert. Partly from this incident, partly from the 
iurious fhock made upon them by the prince ; that whole 

• He was then lord Willoughby. 

+ Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 41, Warwick, p. 231, 

} Whitlocke, p. 59. Clarendon, vol, iii. p, »], j8, &c. 
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CHAP, wing of cavalry immediately fled, and were purfued for 
LVI/ two miles. The right wing of the parliament's army had 

\S^f\J no better fuccefs. Chafed from their ground by Wilmot 
j4 4*. and fir Arthur Afton, they alfo took to flight. The king's 
body of referve, commanded by fir John Biron, judging, 
like raw foldiers, that all was over, and impatient to have 
feme {hare in th« action, heedlefsly followed the chafe, 
which their left wing had precipitately led them. Sir 
William Balfour, who commanded Eflcx's referve, per- 
ceived the advantage : He wheeled about upon the king's 
infantry, now quite unfurniflied of horfe; and he made 
great havoc among them. Lindfey, the general, was mor- 
tally wounded, and taken prifoner. His fon, endeavour- 
ing his refcue, fell likewife into the enemy's hands. Sir 
Edmund Verney who carried the king's llandard, was 
killed, and the ftandard taken ; but it was afterwards re- 
covered. In this fituation, prince Rupert, on his return, 
found affairs. Every thing bore the appearance of a de- 
feat, inftead of a victory, with which he had haftily flat- 
tered himfelf. Some advifed the king to leave the field : 
But that prince rejected fuch pufillanimous counfel. The 
two armies faced each other for fome time, and neither of 
them retained courage fufHcient for a new attack. AH 
night they lay under arms; and next morning found them- 
felves in fight of each other. General, as well as foldier, 
on both fides, feemed averfe to renew the battle. Eflex 
firft drew off, and retired to Warwick. The king returned 
to his former quarters. Five thoufand men are faid to 
have been found dead on the field of battle ; and the 
lofs of the two armies, as far as we can judge by the op- 
pofite accounts, was nearly equal. Such was the event of 
this firft battle, fought at Keinton, or Edge-hill*. 

Some of Efl'ex's horfe who had been driven off the 
field in the beginning of the action, flying to a great dif- 
tance, carried news of a total defeat, and ftruck a migh- 
ty terror into the city and parliament. After a few days, 
-a more jufl account arrived; and then the parliament pre- 
tended to a complete victoryf. The king alfo, on his part, 
was not wanting to difplay his advantages ; though, ex- 
cept the taking of Banbury, a few days after, he hid few 
marks of victory to boaft of. He continued his march, 
and took pofleffion of Oxford, the only town in his domi- 
nions, which was altogether at his devotion. 

After die royal army was recruited and refrefhed ; as 

* Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 44, &c. May, book iii. p. 16, kc. 
t Yttutlockc, p, 6t, Clarendon, vol. ifl. p jo. 



CHARLES I. in 

the weather ftill continued favourable, it was again put CHAP, 
in motion. A party of horfe approached to Reading, of LV.I 
which Martin was appointed governor by the parliament, v^^-v-^ 
Both governor and garrifon were feized with a panic, and l64l< 
fled with precipitation to London. The king, hoping that 
every thing would yield before him, advanced with his 
whole army to Reading. The parliament, who, inftead of 
their fond expectations, that Charles would never be able 
to collect an army, had now the profpect of a civil war, 
bloody, and of uncertain event ; were farther alarmed at 
the near approach of the royal army, while their owa 
forces lay at a diftance. They voted an addrefs for a treaty. 
The king's nearer approach to Colebroke quickened their 
advances for peace. Northumberland and Pembroke, with 
three commoners, prefented the addrefs of both houfes ■> 
in which they befought his majefty to appoint fome con- 
venient place where he might reiide, till committees could 
attend him with propofals. The king named Windfor, 
and defired that their garrifon might be removed, and hi« 
own troops admitted into that caiile*. 

Meanwhile Ellex, advancing by hafty marches, had, 
arrived at London. But neither the prefence of his army, 
nor the precarious hopet of a treaty, retarded the king's 
approaches. Charles attacked, at Brentford, two regi- 3 oth NevJ 
ments quartered there, and after a fharp action beat them 
from that village, and took about 500 prifoners. The par- 
liament fent orders to forbear all hoftilities, and had ex- ■ 
pected the fame from the king ; though no ftipulations to 
that purpofe had been mentioned by their commiffioners. 
Loud complaints were raifed againft this attack, as if it 
had been the moft apparent perfidy, and breach of trea- 
tyf. Inflamed with refentment, as well as anxious for its 
own fafety, the city marched its trained bands in excellent 
order and joined the army under Eflex. The parliamen- 
tary army now amounted to above 24,000 men, and was 
much fuperior to that of the king:}:. After both armies 
had faced each other for fome time, Charles drew off and 
retired to Reading, thence to Oxford. 

While the principal armies on both fides were kept 
in inaction by the winter feafon, the king and parliament 
were employed in real preparations for war, and in feem- 
ing advances towards peace. By means of contributions 
•r aflelTments, levied by the horfe, Charles maintained 
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CH A P. his cavalry : By loans and voluntary prefents, fent hirrt 
LVI. from all parts of the kingdom, he fupported his infantry t 
^/Y\) But the fupplies were ftill very unequal to the neceflities 
1C41. under which he laboured*. The parliament had much 
greater refources for money ; and had, by confequence, 
every military preparation in much greater order and 
abundance. Befides an impofition levied in London, 
amounting to the five-and-twentieth part of every one's 
fubftanee, they eftablifhed on that city a Weekly affeffi- 
ment of io,ooe pounds, and another of 23,518, on the 
reft of the kingdomf. And as their authority was at pre* 
' fent eftablifhed in moft counties, they levied thefe taxes 
With regularity ; though they amounted to fums much 
greater than the nation had formerly paid to the public. 
1643. The king and parliament fent reciprocally their de- 

mands ; and a treaty commenced, but without any cef* 
fation of hoftilities, as had at firft been propofed. The 
earl of Northumberland, and four members of the lower 
Kegotia- houfe, came to Oxford as commiflionersi. In this treaty 
*i»n at the king perpetually infifted on the re-eftablifhment of 
Oxford. t jj e crown i n its legal powers, and on the reftoration of 
his conftitutional prerogative § : The parliament ftill re* 
quired new conceflions, and a farther abridgment of re* 
gal authority> as a more effectual remedy to their fears 
bnd jealoufies. Finding the king fupported by more forces, 
and a greater party than they had ever looked for, they 
feemingly abated fomewhat of thofe extravagant condi* 
tions which they had formerly claimed j but their de- 
mands were ftill too high for an equal treaty. Befides 
other articles, to which a complete victory alone could 
entitle them, they required the king in exprefs terms ut- 
terly to abolifh epifcopacy ; a demand which, before, they 
had only infinuated t And they required, that all other 
ecclefiaftical controverfies fhould be determined by tbeit 
affembly of divines \ that is, in the manner the moft re- 
pugnant to the inclinations of the king and all his parti* 
fans. They infifted, that he fhould fubmit to the punifti* 
ment of his moft faithful adherents. And they defired 
him to acquiefee in their fettlement of the militia, and 
to confer on their adherents the entire power of the 
fword. In anfwer to the king's propofal, that his maga* 
zines, towns, forts, and fhips, fhould be reftord to him, 
the parliament required, that they fhould be put into fuch 
hands as they could confide in|| : The nineteen propo* 

* Clarendon, vol. in. p. 87. + Idem. ibid. p. 171. 
\ Whitlocke, p. 64. § Rufh. vol. w\. p. 102, 
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Rtions, which they formerly fent to the king, fhewed CHAP, 
their inclination to abolilh monarchy : They only .ilked, LVI. 
at prefent, the power of doing it. And having now, in ly~Y\J 
the eye of the law, been guilty of treafon,by levying war *6-U< 
againft their fovereign ; it is evident that their fears and 
jealoufies mult, on that account, have multiplied extreme- 
ly ; and have rendered their perfonal fafety, which they 
interwove with the fafety of the nation, ft ill mote incom- 
patible with the authority of the monarch. Though the 
gentlenefs and lenity of the king's temper might have 
enfured them againft fchemes of future vengeance ; they 
preferred, as is no doubt, natural, an independent iccurity, 
accompanied too with fovereign power, to the ftation of 
fubjects, and that not entirely guarded from all appre- 
henfions of dangeT*. 

The conferences went no farther than the firft demand 
on each fck. The parliament, finding that there was no 
likelihood of coming to any agreement, fuddenly recalled 
their commilhoners. 

' A military enterprife, which they had concerted 
early in the fpring, was immediately undertaken. Rea- 
ding, the garrifon of the king's which lay neareft to Lon- 
don, was efteemed a .place of confiderable ftrength, in 
that age, when the art of attacking towns was not well 
underllood in Europe, and was totally unknown in Eng- 
land. The earl of Eflcx fat down before this place with April ts, 
an army of 1 8,000 men ; -and carried on the fiege by re- 
gular approaches. Sir Arthur Afton, the governor, be- 
ing wounded, colonel Fielding fucceeded to the com- 
mand. In a little time the town was found to be no lon- 
ger in a condition of defence ; and though the king ap- 
proached, with an intention of obliging EiTex to raife the 
fiege, the difpofition of the parliamentary army was fo 
ftrcng, as rendered the defign impracticable. Fielding, April 27, 
therefore, was contented to yield the town, on condition 
that he fhould bring ok all the garrifon with the honours 
of war, and deliver up deferters. This laft article was 
thought fo ignominious and fo prejudicial to the king's 
interefts, that the governor was tried by a council of v. ar, 
and condemned to lofe his life, for confenting to it. Hii 
fentence was afterwards remitted by the kingf. 

Essex's army had been fully fupplied with all necefTa- 
ries from London : Even many fuperfluities and luxuries 
were fent them by the care of the zealous citizens : Yet 
the hardfhips, which they fuffered from the fiege, during 

* See note [PP] at the end ofthe volume. f Rufliwortb, 
ri, p. 165, &c. Clarendon, vol. i'i. p. 237, 2^2, 
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CHAP, fo early a feafon, had weakened them to fuch a degree> 
LVI. that they were no longer fit for any new enterprife. And 
v-^-v~^> the two armies, for fome time, encamped in the neigh- 
1643. bourhood of each other, without attempting, on either 
fide, any action of moment. 

Besides the military operations between the principal 
arn*ies, which lay in the centre of England ; each coun- 
ty, each town, each family almoft, was divided within it- 
felf j and the moft violent convulfions fhook the whole 
kingdom. Throughout the winter, continual efforts had 
every-where been made by each party to furmount its an- 
tagonift \ and the Englifli, roufed from the lethargy of 
peace, with eager, though unflcilful hands, employed 
againlt their fellow-citiaens their long-neglected wea- 
pons. The furious zeal for liberty and prefbyterian dis- 
cipline, which had hitherto run uncontrolled throughout 
the nation, now at laft excited an equal ardour for mo- 
narchy and epifcopacy, when the intention 0^ abolifh- 
ing thefe ancient modes of government was openly avow- 
ed by the parliament. Conventions forneutrality, though 
in feveral counties they had been entered into, and con- 
firmed by the mod folemn oaths, yet, being voted illegal 
by the two houfes, were immediately broken* : and the 
fire of difcord was fpread into every quarter. The alter- 
cation of difcourfe, the controverfies of the pen, but, 
above all, the declamations of the pulpit, indifpofed the' 
minds of men towards each other, and propagated the 
blind rage of partyf. Fierce, however, and inflamed as 
were the difpofitions of the Englifli, by a war both "civil 
and religious, that great deftroyer of humanity ; all the 
events of this period are lefs diftinguifhed by atrociou-s 
deeds either of 'treachery or cruelty, than were ever any 
inteftine difcords, which had fo long a continuance. A 
circumftance which will be found to reflect great praile 
on the national character of that people, now fo unhap- 
pily roufed to arms. 

In the north, lord Fairfax commanded for the parlia- 
ment, the earl of Newcaftle for the king. The latter 
nobleman began thofe affociations which were after- f 
wards fo much pracYifed in other parts of the kingdom. 
He united in a league for the king the counties of Nor- 
thumberland, Cumberland, Weftmoreland, and the Bifh- 
opric, and engaged, fome time after, other counties in 
the fame aflbciation. Finding that Fairfax, alfifted by 
llotham and the garrifon of Hull, was making progrels 
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in the fouthern parts of Yorkfhire ; he advanced with a CII A P. 
body of four thoufand men, and took poiTeffion of York. LVI. 
At Tadcafter, he attacked the forces of the parliament, 
and diflodged them: But his victory was not decifive. l64 3- 
In other rencounters he obtained fome inconfiderable ad- 
vantages. But the chief benefit which refulted from hi$ 
«nterprifes was, the eftabliihing of the king's authority 
in all the northern provinces. 

In another part of the kingdom, lord Broke was killed 
by a {hot, while he was taking pofTeflion of Litchfield for 
the parliament*. After a Ihwrt combat, near Stafford, 
between the earl of Northampton and fir John Gdl, the 
former, who commanded the king's forces, was killed 
while he fought with great valour ; and his forces, dif T 
couraged by his death, though they had obtained the ad- 
vantage in the action, retreated into the town of Staf- 
ford-)-. 

Sir William Waller began to diftinguifli himfelf 
among the generals of the parliament. Active and inde- 
fatigable in his operations, rapid and cnterprifing •, he 
was fitted by his genius to the nature of the war ; which, 
being managed by raw troops, conducted by unexperi- 
enced commanders, afforded fuccefs to every bold and 
fudden undertaking. After taking Winchefter and Chi- 
chelter, he advanced towards Glocefter, which was in a 
manner blockaded by lord Herbert, who had levied con- 
fiderable forces in Wales for the royal party;):. While he 
attacked the Welfh on one fide, a fally from Glocefter 
made impreffion on the other. Herbert was defeated ; 
five hundred of his men killed on the fpot ; a thoufand 
taken prifoners ; and he himfelf efcaped with fome diffi- 
culty to Oxford. Hereford,, efteemed a ftrong town, 
defended by a confiderable garrifon, was furrendered to 
Waller, from the cowardice of colonel Price, the go- 
vernor. Tewkelbury underwent the fame fate. Wor- 
cester refufed him admittance ; and Waller, wichout 
placing any garrifons in his new conquefts, retired to 

* He had taken pofleffion of Litchfield, and was viewing from a win- 
dow St. Chad's cathedral, in which a party of the royalifts had fortified 
thcmfelves. He was caled in complete armour, but was (hot through the. 
eye bya random ball. Lord Broke was a zealous puritan; and hadfor- 
meily faid,that he hoped to fee with his eyes the ruin of all the cathe- 
drals of England. It was a fnperftitious remark of the royalifts, that he 
vis killed on St. Chad's day, by a (hot from St, Chad's cathedral, which 
pierced that very eye by which he hoped to fee the ruin of all cathe- 
drals. Dugdale, p. 118. Clarendon, &c. 
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CHAP. Glocefter, and he thence joined the army under the earl 

LVI. of Eilex*. 
<^/"Y"VJ But trie rao ^ memorable actions of valour, duting this 
t6j >. winter- feafon, were performed in the weft. "When fir 
3£*L. Ralph Hopton, with Kis fmall troop, retired into Corn- 
aliftsinthe wall before the earl of Bedford, that nobleman, defpi£ 
■^cO. jng fo inconfiderable a force, abandoned the purfuit, 

and committed die care of fuppreffing the royal party to 
the fheriffs of the county. But the affections of Cornwall 
were much inclined to the king's fervice. While fir 
Richard Bullcr and fir Alexander Carew lay at Launcef- 
ton, and employed themfelves in executing the parlia- 
ment's ordinance for the militia, a meeting of the county 
was afTembled at Truro ; and after Hopton produced his 
commiffion from the earl of Hertford, the king's gene- 
ral, it was agreed to execute the laws, and to expel thefe 
invaders of the county. The train bands were according- 
ly levied, Launcefton taken, and all Cornwall reduced 
to peace and to obedience under the king. 

It had been ufual for the royal party, on the com- 
mencement of thefe diforders, to claim, on all occa- 
sions, the ftrift execution of the laws, which they knew 
were favourable to them ; and the parliament, rather 
than have recourfe to the plea of necefhty, and avow the 
tranfgreflion of any ftatute, had alfo been accuftomed to 
warp the laws, and by forced conftru&ions to interpret 
them in their own favourf . But though the king was na- 
turally the gainer by fuch. a method of conducting war, 
and it was by favour of law that the train-bands were 
Taifed in Cornwall ; it appeared that thofe maxims were 
now prejudicial to the royal party. Thefe troops could 
not legally, without their own confent, be carried out of 
the county ; and consequently, it was itr.poffible to pufli 
into Devonfhire the advantage which they had obtained. 
The Cornifh royalifls, therefore, bethought themfelves 
of levying a force, which might be more ferviceable. Sir 
Bevil Granville, the mod beloved man of^that country, 
fir F.alph Hopton, fir Nicholas Slanning, Arundel, and 
Trevannion, undertook,, at their own charges, toraifean 
army for the king ; and their great intereft in Cornwall 
foon enabled them to effect their purpofe. The parlia- 
ment, alarmed at this appearance of the royal i ft s, gave a 
commiffion to Ruthven, a Scotchman, governor of Ply- 
mouth, to march with all the forces of Dorfet, Somer- 
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fet, and Devon, and make an entire conqueft of Corn- 
wall. The earl of Stamford followed him at fome dif- CHAP, 
tance, with a confulerable fupply. Ruthven, having en- LVI. 
tered Cornwall by bridges thrown over the Tamar, haf- <^-v^> 
tened to an action ; left Stamford fhould join him, and 
obtain the honour of that victory which he looked for 
with affurance. The royalifts, in like manner, were im- 
patient to bring the affair to a decifion before Ruthvcn's 
army fhould receive fo confiderable a reinforcement. 
The battle was fought on Bradoc Down ; and the king's 
forces, though inferior in number, gave n total defeat to 
their enemies. Ruthven, with a few broken troops, fled 
to Saltafh j and when that town was taken, he efcaped, 
with fome difficulty, and almoft alone, into Plymouth. 
Stamford retired, and diftributed his forces into Ply- 
mouth and Exeter. 

Notwithstanding thefe advantages, the extriJnle 
want both of money and ammunition, under which the 
Cornifh royalifts laboured, obliged them to enter into a 
convention of neutrality with the parliamentary party 
inDevonfhire ; and this neutiality held all the winter-fea- 
fon. In the fpring it was broken by the authority of the 
two houfes ; and war recommenced with great appear- 
ance of difadvantage to the king's party. Stamford, hav- 
ing affembled a ftrong body of near feven thoufand men, 
well fupplied with money, provifions, and ammunition, 
advanced upon the royalifts, whp were not half his num- 
ber, and were oppreffed by every kind of neceffity. Def- 
pair, joined to the natural gallantry of thefe troops, com- Battle of 
mandedbythe prime gentry of the county, made them ^T^'i, 
refolre, by one vigorous effort, to overcome all thefe ad- 
vantages. Stamford being encamped on the top of a high 
hill near Stratton, they attacked him in four divifions, at 
five in the morning, having lain all night under arms. 
One divifion was commanded by lord Mohun and fir 
Ralph Hopton, another by fir Bevil Granville and fir John 
Berkeley, a third by Slanning and Trevannion, a fourth 
by Baffet and Godolphin. In this manner the action be- 
gan ; the king's forces prefiing with vigour thofe four 
ways up the hill, and their enemies obltinately defending 
themfelves. The fight continued with doubtful fuccefs, 
till word was brought to the chief officers of the Corniih, 
that their ammunition was fpent to lefs than four barrels 
of powder. This defect, which they concealed from the 
foldiers, they re/olved to fupply by their valour. They 
agreed to advance without firing till they fliould reach, 
rhc top of tUe hill, and could be on equal ground with the 
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enemy. The courage of the officers was fo well fecondcct 
by the foldiers, that the royalifts began on all fules to gain 
ground. Major-general Chidley, who commanded the 
parliamentary army (for Stamford kept at a diftance) fail- 
ed not in his duty ; and when he faw his men recoil, he 
liimfelf advanced with a good Hand of pikes, and piercing 
into the thickeft of the enemy, was at laft overpowered 
by numbers, and taken prifoner. His army, upon this dif- 
aller, gave ground apace ; infomuch that the four parties- 
of the royalifts, growing nearer and nearer as they af- 
cended, at length met together upon the plain at the top; 
where they embraced with great joy, and fignalifed their 
victory with loud fhouts and mutual congratulations'. 

After this fuccefs, the attention both of king and par- 
liament was turned towards the weft, as to a very impor- 
tant fecne of action. The king fent thither the marquis of 
Hertford and prince Maurice with a reinforcement of ca- 
valry ; who, having joined the Cornilh army, foon over- 
run the county of Devon ; and advancing into that of So- 
merfet, began to reduce it to obedience. On the other 
hand, the parliament, having fupplied fir William Wal- 
ler, in whom they much trufted, with a complete army, 
difpatched him weftwards, in order to check the progrefs 
of the royalifls. After fome fkirmifhes, the two armies 
Battle of m e t at Lanfdown, near Bath, and fought a pitched battle, 
5tM ! -i| Wn w ' tn g Teat on both "des, but without any decifive 
eventf. The gallant Granville was there killed; and Hop- 
ton, by the blowing up of fomc powder, was dangerouf- 
ly hurt. The royalifts next attempted to march eaftwards, 
and to join their forces to the king's at Oxford : But 
Waller hung on their rear, and infefted their march till 
they reached the Devizes. Reinforced by additional 
troops, which nocked to him from all quarters ; he fo 
much furpafi'ed the royalifls in number, that they durll 
no longer continue their march, or expofe themfelves to 
the hazard of an action. It was refolved, that Hertford and 
prince Maurice (hould proceed with the cavalry; and hav- 
ing procured a reinforcement from the king, fliould has- 
ten back to the relief of their friends. Waller was fo con- 
fident of taking this body of infantry now abandoned by 
the horfe,that he wrote to the parliament, that their work 
was done, and that by the next poft, he would inform 
them of the number and quality of the prifoncrs. But the 
king, even before Hertford's arrival, hearing of the great 
difficulties to which his weftern army was reduced, had 

• Rufliwond, vol. vi.p. 267,173. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. aflo,i*j- 
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prepared a confidcrable body of cavalry, which he imme- 
diately difpatched to their fuccour, under the command of 
lord Wilmot. Waller drew up on Roundway down, about 
two miles from the Devizes; and advancing with his ca- 
valry to fight Wilmot, and prevent his conjunction with 
the Cornifh infantry, was received with equal Valour by 
the royalifts. After a lharp action he was totally routed, 
and flying with a few horfe, efcaped to Briftol. Wilmot, 
feizing the enemy's cannon, and having joined his friends, 
whom he came to relieve, attacked Waller's infantry with 
redoubled courage, drove them off" the field, and routed 
and difperfed the whole army*; 

This important victory followed foiquick after fo runny 
other fucceffes, ftruck great difmay into the parliament, 
mid gave an alarm to their principal army, commanded by 
Effex. Waller exclaimed loudly^ againff: that general, for 
allowing Wilmot to pafs him, and proceed without any 
interruption to the fuccour of the diltrelTed infantry at the 
Devizes. But Eflcx finding that his army fell continually 
to decay after the fiege ot Reading, was refolved to remain 
upon the defenfive ; arid the weaknels of the king, and his 
want of military ilores, had alfo retrained the activity of 
the royal army. No action had happened in that part of 
England, except one lkirmiih, which of itfelf was of no 
great confequence, and was rendered memorable by the 
death alone of the famous Hambden. 

Colonel Urrey, a Scotchman, who ferved in the par- 
liamentary army, having received fome difguft, came to 
Oxford, and offered his ferviccs to the king. In order to 
prove the fincerity of his converfion, he informed^prince 
Rupert of the loofe difpofition of the enemy's quarters, 
and exhorted him to form fome attempt upon them. The 
prince, who was entirely fitted for that kind of fervice, 
falling fuddenly upon the difperfed bodies of Eflei's army, 
routed two regiments of cavalry and one of infantry, 
and carried his ravages within two miles of the general's 
quarters* The alarm being given, every one mounted on 
horlebaek, in order to purfue the prince, to recover the 
prifoners, and to repair the difgrace which the army had 
fultained. Among the reit, Hambden, who had a regi- 
ment of infantry that lay at a diitarlce, joined the horfe as 
a volunteer; and overtaking the royalilts on Chalgrave 
field, entered into the thickelt of the battle. By the bra- 
very and activity of Rupert, the king's troops were 
brought off, and a great booty, together with two hundred 
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prifojjcrsj was conveyed to Oxford. But what rnoft pleaf- 
ed the royalifts was, the expectation thatfome difafter had 
happened to Hambden, their capital and much-dreaded 
enemy. One of the prifoners taken in the action faid, 
that he was confident mr. Hambden was hurt : For he 
faw him, contrary to his ufual cuftom., ride off the field, 
before the action was finifhed ; his head hanging down, 
and his hands leaning upon his horfe's neck. Next day, 
the news arrived, that he was (hot in the fhouldcr with a 
brace of bullets, and the bone broken. Some days after, 
he died, in exquifite pain, of his wound ; nor could his 
whole party, had their army met with a total overthrow, 
have been thrown into a greater confternation. 1 he king 
himfelf, fo highly valued him, that, either from generofi- 
ty or policy, he intended to have fent him his own furge- 
fon to affilf at his cure*. 

Many were the virtues and talents of this eminent 
pcrfonage ; and his valour, during the war, had fhoneout 
with a lultre equal to that of the other accomplifhments 
by which he had ever been diftinguifhed. Affability in con- 
verfation ; temper, art, and eloquence in debate ; penetra- 
tion and difcernment in counfel ; induftry, vigilance, and 
cnterprife in action ; all thefe praifes are unanimoufly af- 
cribed to him by hiftorians of the moft oppofite parties. 
His virtue too and integrity, in all the duties of private 
life, are allowed to have been beyond exception : "We 
mult culy be cautious, notwithstanding his generous zeal 
for liberty, not haftily to afcribe to him the praifes of a 
good citizen. Through all the horrors of civil war, he 
fought the abolition of monarchy, and fubverfion of the 
conltitution ; an end which, had it been attainable by 
peaceful meafures, ought carefully to have been avoided 
by every lover of his country. But whether, in the pur- 
luit of this violent enterprife, he was actuated by private 
ambition, or by honeft prejudices, derived from the for- 
mer exorbitant powers of royalty, it belongs not to an 
hiftorian of this age, fcarcely even to an intimate friend, 
poiitively to determinef. 

Essex, difcouraged by this event, difmayed by the to- 
tal rout of Waller, was farther informed, that the queen, 
who landed in Burlington-Bay, had arrived at Oxford, 
and had brought from the north a reinforcement of three 
thoufand foot, and fifteen hundred horfe. Diflodging from 
Thame and Aylefbury, where he had hitherto lain, he 
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thought proper to retreat nearer London, and he mewed CHAP, 
to his friends his broken and difheartened forces, which LVI. 
a few months before he led into the field in fo flourifhing \-*^v~^»> 
a condition. The king, freed from this enemy, fent his l641 ' 
army weftward under prince Rupert ; and, by their con- 
junction with the Cornifh troops, a formidable force, for 
numbers as well as reputation and valour, was compofed. 
That an enterprife, correfpondent to men's expectation* 
might be undertaken, the prince refolved to lay fiege to 
Briftol, the fecond town for riches and greatnefs in the 
kingdom. Nathaniel Fiennes, fon of lord Say, he himfelf, 
as well as his father, a great parliamentary leader, wa* 
governor, and commanded a garrifon of two thoufand five 
hundred foot, and two regiments, one of horfe, another o£ 
dragoons. The fortifications not being complete or regu- 
lar, it was refolved by prince Rupert to ftorm the city ~ % 
and next morning, with little o.her provifions fuitable to 
fuch a work, befides the courage of the troops, the aflault 
began. The Cornifh, in three divifions, attacked the weft 
fide, with a refolution which nothing could controul: But 
though the middle divifion had already mounted the wall, 
Co great was the difadvantage of the ground, and fo brave 
the defence of the garrifon, that in the end the afTailant* 
were repulfed with a confiderable lofs both of officers and 
foldiers. On the prince's fide, the aflaulc was conducted 
with equal courage, and almoft with equal lofs, but with 
better fuccefs. One party, led by lord Grandifon, was in- 
deed beaten off, and the commander himfelf mortally 
wounded : Another, conducted by colonel Bellafis, met 
with a like fate t But Wafhington, with alefs party, find- 
ing a place in the curtain weaker than the reft, broke in, 
and quickly made room for the horfe to follow. By this 
irruption, however, nothing but the fuburbi was yet gain- 
ed : i he entrance into the town was ftill more difficult: 
And by the lofs already fuftained, as well as by the prof- 
pecT: of farther danger, every one was extremely difcou- 
raged : When, to the great joy of the army, the city beat 
a parley. The garrifon was allowed to march out with Brirtol 
their arms and baggage, leaving their cannon, ammunition, '^'"j . , 
and colours. -For this inftance of cowardice, Fiennes was %il ' 
afterwards tried by a court-martial, and condemned to 
lofe his head > but the fentence was remitted by the gene- 
ral*, i 

Great complaints were made of violences exercifed 
on the garrifon, contrary to the capitulation. An apology 

» Rufliworth, to], vi, p. 284. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. »oj, 294. Ice, 
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C H A P. was made by the royalifts, as if thefe were a retaliation for 
LVI. fome violences committed on their friends at the furrendcr 
^-v-^ of Reading. And under pretence of like retaliations, but 
J*4i» really frcm the extreme animolity of the parties, were 
fuch irregularities continued during the whole courfe of 
the war*. 

The ipis fuftained by the royalifts, in the affault of 
Briftol, was considerable. Five hundred excellent foldiers 
jerifhed. Among thofe of condition were Grandifon, 
ttlanning, Trevannion, and Moyle : Bellafis, Afhley, and 
lir John Owen, were wounded : Yet was the fuccefs, up- 
on the whole, fo considerable, as mightily raifed the cou- 
rage of the one party, and depreffed that of the other. The 
king, to ihow that he was not intoxicated with good for* 
tune, nor afpired to a total victory over the parliament, 
publifhed a manifefto ; in which he renewed the protefta- 
tion, formerly taken, with great folemnity, at the head of 
his army, and exprefied his firm intention of making peace, 
upon the re-cftabliihmer.t of the conftitution. Having 
joined the camp at Briftol, and fent prince Maurice with 
a detachment into Devonfhire, he deliberated how to em- 
ploy the remaining forces in an enterprife of moment. 
Some propofed, and feemingly with reafon, to march di- 
rectly to London.; where every thing was in confufion, 
where the army of the parliament was baffled, weakened 
and difmiyed, and where, it was hoped, either by an in- 
furreclion of the citizens, by victory, or by treaty, a fpee- 
dy end might be put to the civil disorders. But this un- 
dertaking, by reafon of the great number and force of the 
London militia, was thought by many to be attended with 
considerable difficulties. Glocefter, lying within twenty 
milts, prefented an eafier, yet a very important conqueft. 
It was the only remaining garrifon poflefied by the parlia- 
ment in thofc parts. Could that city be reduced, the king 
held the whole courfe of the Severn under his command ; 
the rich and malcontent counties of the weft, having loft 
all protection from their friends, might be forced to pay 
high contributions, as an atonement for their difaflecTion; 
an open communication could be preferved between 
Wales and thefe new eonquefts; and half of the kingdom, 
being entirely freed from the enemy, and thus united in- 
to one firm body, might be employed in re-eftablifhing 
the king's authority throughout the remainder. Thefe 
were the reafons for embracing that refolution ; fatal, as 
it was ever efteemed, to the royal partyf. 



* Clarendon, ubi fupra,p, 297. 
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The governor of Glocefter was one MatTey, a foldier CII A P. 
•f fortune, who, before he engaged with the parliament, L\ I. 
had offered his fervice to the king; and as he was free 
from the fumes of enthufiafm, by which mod of the olli- l0 ' 4 - , ' 
cers on that fide were intoxicated, he would lend an ear, Siege of 
it was prefumed, to proposals for accommodation. But Glocefter. 
Maffey was refolute to preferve an entire fidelity to his 
mailers •, and though no enthufiaft himfelf, he well knew 
how to employ to advantage that enthufuftic fpirit fo 
prevalent in his city and garrifon. The fummons to fur- nth Ay;..' 
render, allowed two hours for an anfwer : But before that 
time expired, there appeared before the king, two citi- 
zens, with lean, pale, fharp, and difmal vHages : Faces fo 
ftrange and uncouth, according to lord Clarendon ; 
figures, fo habited and accoutred, asat once moved the molt 
fevere countenance to mirth, arfd the moft cheerful heart 
to fadnefs : It feemed impoflible, that fuch meffengers 
couicl bring lefs than a defiance. The men, w ithout any 
circumftance of duty or good manners, in a pert, fhrill, 
undifmayed accent, faid, that they brought an anfwer 
from the godly city of Glocefter : And extremely ready 
were they, according to the hiftorian, to give infolent and 
feditious replies to any queftion ; as if their bufinefs were 
chiefly, by provoking the king, to make him violate his 
own fafe-conducL The anfwer from the city was in thefe 
words : « We, the inhabitants, magiflrates, officers and 
•« foldiers, within the garrifon of Glocefter, unto his ma- 
" jefty's gracious menage, return this humble anfwer : 
*' That we do keep this city, according to our oaths and 
" allegiance, to and for the ufe of his majefty, and of his 
" royal pofterity : And do accordingly conceive ourfelves 
4( wholly bound to obey the commands of his majefty fig- 
" nified by both houfes of parliament : And are refolved, 
«« by God's help, to keep this city accordingly*," After 
thefe preliminaries, the fiege was refolutely undertaken 
by the army, and as refolutely fuftained by the citizens 
and garrifon. 

When intelligence of the fiege of Glocefter arrived in 
London, the confternation among the inhabitants was as 
great as if the enemy were already at their gates. The 
rapid progrefs of the royalifts threatened the parliament 
with immediaJe fubje£tion : The factions and difcontents, 
among themfelves, in the city, and throughout the neigh- 
bouring counties, prognofticated feme dangerous divifioa 
or infurre&ion. Thofe parliamentary leaders, it mud be 

• Ruflworth, vol. vi. p. 287, Clarendon, vol, iii, p, 315. May, 
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CHAP, owned, who had introduced fuch mighty innovations rn- 
LVI. to the Englifh conftitution, and who had projected f» 
v*+J much greater, had not engaged in an enterprife which 
1643. exceeded their courage and capacity. Great vigour, from 
the beginning, as well 29 wifdom, they had difplayen ffl 
all their counfels ; and a furious, headftrong body, broken 
loofe from the reflraint of law, had hitherto been retain- 
ed in fubjeftion under their authority, and firmly united 
by zeal and paflion, a3 by the moft legal and eftablifhed 
government. A fmall committee, on whom the two 
houfes devolved their power, had directed all their mili- 
tary operations, and had preferved a fecreey in delibera- 
tion, and a promptitude in execution, beyond what the 
king, notwithftanding the advantages poffeffed by a Tingle 
leader, had ever been able to attain. Senfible that no 
jealoufy was by their partifans entertained againft them, 
they had, on all occafions, exerted an authority much 
more defpotic than the royalifts, even during the preFing 
exigencies of war, could with patience endure in their 
fovereign. Whoever incurred their difpleafure, or was 
expofed to their fufpicions, was committed to prifon, and 
profecuted under the notion of delinquency : After all the 
old jails were full, many new ones were erected ; and 
even the mips were crowded with the royalifts, both 
gentry and clergy, who languifhed below decks, and pe- 
rilled in thofe unhealthy confinements: They impofed 
taxes, the heavieft, and of the moft unufual nature, by an 
ordinance of the two houfes : They voted a commiffion 
for fequeftrations j and they feized, wherever they had 
power, the revenues of all the king's party* : And know- 
ing that themfelves, and all their adherents, were, by re- 
filling the prince, expofed to the penalties of laws, they 
refolved, by a fevere adminiftration, to overcome thefc 
terrors, and to retain the people in obedience, by penal- 
ties of a more immediate execution. In the beginning of 
this fummer, a combination, formed againft them in Lon- 
don, had obliged them to exert the plenitude of then- 
authority. 

Edmond Waller, the firft refiner of Englifh verfi- 
fication, was a member of the lower houfe ; a man of 
confiderable fortune, and not more diftinguifhed by his 
poetical genius, than by his parliamentary talents, and by 
the politenefs and elegance of his manners. As full of 

• The king afterwards copied from this example; hut, as the far- 
prater part of the nohility and landed gentry were his friends, he 
reaped much left profit from this mcafurc 
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keen fatire and invective in his eloquence, as of tender- CHAP, 
nefs ami panegyric in his poetry, he caught the attention LVI. 
of his hearers, and exerted the utmoft boldnefs in blaming v^~v~w 
thofe violent counfels, by which the commons were go- lt4 *' 
verned. Finding all oppofition within doors to be fruit- 
lcfs, he endeavoured to form a party without, which 
might oblige the parliament to accept of reafonable con- 
ditions, and reftore peace to the nation. The charms of 
his convcrfation, joined to his character of courage and 
integrity, had procured him the entire confidence of Nor- 
thumberland, Conway, and every eminent perlbn of either 
fex, vho refided in London. They opened their bread 
to him without referve, and exprefled their difapproba- 
tion of the furious meafures purfued by the commons, 
and their wifhes that fome expedient could be found for 
flopping fo impetuous a career. Tomkins, Waller's bro- 
ther-in-law, and Chaloner, the intimate friend of Tom- 
kins, had entertained like fentiments : And as the con- 
nexions of thefe two gentlemen lay chiefly in the city, 
they informed Waller, that the fame abhorrence of war 
prevailed there, among all men of reafon and moderation. 
Upon reflection it feemed not impracticable, that a com- 
bination might be formed between the lords and citizens; 
and, by mutual concert, the illegal taxes be refufed, which 
the parliament, without the royal affent, impofed on the 
people. While this affair was in agitation, and lifts were 
making of fuch as they conceived to be well-affected to 
their defign ; a fervant of Tomkins, who had overheard 
their difcourfe, immediately carried intelligence to Pym. 
Waller, Tomkins, and Chaloner, were feized, and tried 
by a court-martial*. They were all three condemned, 
and the two latter executed on gibbets erected before 
their own doors. A covenant, as a telt, was takenf by 
the lords and commons, and impofed on their army, and 
on all who lived within their quarters. Befides refolving 
to amend and reform their lives, the covenanters there 
vow, that they will never lay down their arms fo long as 
the papifts, now in open war againft the parliament, lhall, 
by force of arms, be protected from juftice; they ex- 
prefs their abhorrence of the late confpiracy ; and they 
promife to affift to the utmoft the forces raifed by both 
houfes, againft the forces levied by the kingj. 

Waller, as foon as imprifoned, fenfible of the great 
danger into which he had fallen, was fo feized with the 
dread of death, that all his former fpirit deferted him 5 
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CH AP. ' and he confcfled whatever he knew, without fpa'ring hi* 
LVI. mod intimate friends, without regard to the confidence 
(_/~y>J rcpofed ift him, without diftinguifhing between the neg- 
ligence of familiar converfation and the fchemes of a 
regular confpiracy. With the moll: profound diffimnla- 
tion, he counterfeited fuch remorfe of confeience, that 
his execution was put off, out of mere chriftian com- 
paffion, till he might recover the ufe of his underfland- 
ing. He invited vifits from the ruling clergy of all feels ; 
cind while he exprefied his own penitence, he received 
their devout exhortations with humility and reverence, 
as conveying clearer conviction and information than in 
his life he had ever before attained. Prefents too, of 
which, as well as of flattery, thefe holy men were not iri- 
fenfible, were diftributed among them ; as a fmall retri- 
bution for their prayers and ghoftly counfel. And by all 
thefe artifices, more than from any regard to the beauty 
of his genius, of which, during the time of furious cant 
and faction, fmall account would be made, he prevailed 
fo far as to have his life fpared, and a fine of ten thou- 
fand pounds accepted in lieu of it*. 

The feverity exercifed again ft the confpirary, or ra- 
ther project, of Waller, increafed the authority of the 
parliament, and feemed to enfure them againft like at- 
tempts for the future. But by the progrefs of the king's 
arms, the defeat of fir William Waller, the taking of 
Briftol, the fiege of Glocefter, a cry for peace was re- 
newed, and with more violence than ever. Crowds of 
women, with a petition for that purpofe, flocked about 
rhe houfe, and were fo clamorous and importunate, that 
orders were given for difperfing them ; and fome of the 
females were killed in the frayf. Bedford, Holland, and 
Conway, had defcrted the parliament, and had gone to 
Oxford ; Clare and Lovelace had followed themj. Nor- 
thumberland had retired to his country feat : Efiex him- 
fclf (hewed extreme di(Tiitisfa£lion, and exhorted the par- 
liament to make peacej. The upper houfe fun down 
terms of accommodation, more moderate than had hi- 
therto been infifted on. It even paflld by a majority 
among the commons, that thefe propofals fhould be 
tranfmitred to the king. The zealots took the aJarm. A 
petition againft peace was framed in the city, and pre- 
sented by Pennington, the factious mayor. Multitudes 

* Whitlockc, p. 66. Rufliworth, vol. vi p. j^o. Clarendon. 
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-attended him, and renewed all the former menaces againft CHAP. 
tHc moderate party*. The pulpits thundered, and ru- LVI. 
mours were fpread of twenty thoufand Irifh, who had {y~',r\J 
landed, and were to cut the throat of every protcftantf. i 
The majority was again turned to the other fide ; and all 
thoughts of pacification being dropped, every preparation 
was made for refdtance, and for the immediate relief of 
Clocefter, on which the parliament was fenfible all their 
hopes of fuccefs in the war did fo much depend. 

RIassey, refolute to make a vigorous defence, and hav- 
ing under his command a city and garrifon ambitious 
of the cjown of martyrdom, had hitherto maintained the 
fiege with courage and abilities, and had much retarded 
'the advances of the king's army. By continual failles, he 
infefted them in their trenches, and gained fudden advan- 
tages over them: By difputing every inch of ground, he 
repreifcd the vigour and alacrity of their courage, elated 
by former fucceflcs. His garrifon, however, was reduce ! 
to the lad extremity; and he failed not, from time to 
time, to inform the parliament, that, unlcfs fpeedily re- 
lieved, he mould be neceffitated, from the extreme want 
■of provilions and ammunition, to open his gates to the 
enemy. 

The parliament, in order to repair their broken condi- 
tion, and put themfelves in a pofture of defence, now- 
exerted to the utmoft their power and authority. They 
voted, that an army fhould be levied under fir William 
Waller, whom, notwithstanding his misfortunes, they 
loaded with extraordinary cardies. Having afibciated in 
their caule the counties of Hertford, Eflex, Cambridge, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincoln, and Huntingdon, they gave 
the earl of Manchefter a commiffion to be general of the 
allbciation, and appointed an army to be levied under 
his command. But, above all, they were intent that Ef- 
fex's army, on which their whole fortune depended, 
fliould be put in a condition of marching againft the 
king. They excited afrefh their preachers to furious de- 
clamations againft the royal caufc. They even employed 
the expedient of preiTmg, though abolilhed by a late law, 
for which they had itrenuoully contendedj. And they 
engaged the city to fend four regiments of its militia to 
the relief of Glqcefter. All fliops, meanwhile, were or- 
dered to be fliut : and every man expected, with the ut- 
moft anxiety, the event of that important enterprife§. 

* Rufliworth, vol. vi, p. 3,56, f Clarendon, i'i- p- 
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CHAP. Essex, carrying with him a well appointed army of 
LVI. 14,000 men, took the road of Bedford and Leicefteri 

v-»-v-*-' and, though inferior in cavalry, yet, by the mere force 
1643. of conduct and difcipline, he pafTed over thole open 
champaign countries, and defended himfelf from the 
enemy's horfe, who advanced to meet him, and who in- 
fefted him during his whole march. As he approached to 
Glocefter, the king was obliged to raife the fiege, and 
open the way for EfTex to enter that city. The neceflities 
of the garrifon were extreme. One barrel of powder was 
their whole ftock of ammunition remaining ; and their 
other provifions were in the fame proportion. EfTex had 
brought with him military ftores ; and the neighbouring 
country abundantly fupplied him with victuals of every 
kind. The inhabitants had carefully concealed all provi- 
fions from the king's army, and, pretending to be quite 
exhaufted, had referred their ftores for that caufe which 
they fo much favoured*. 

The chief difficulty ftill remained. EfTex dreaded a 
battle with the king's army, on account of its great fupe- 
riority in cavalry ; and he refolved to return, if poffible, 
without running that hazard. He lay five days at Tewkef- 
buTy, which was his firft ftage after leaving Glocefter \ 
and he feigned, by fome preparations, to point towards 
Worcefter. By a forced march during the night, he 
reached Cirencefter, and obtained the double advantage 
of paffing unmolefted an open country, and of furprifing 
a convoy of provifions which lay in that townf. Without 
delay, he proceeded towards London ; but when he 
reached Newbury, he was furprifed to find, that the 
king, by hafty marches, had arrived before him, and 
was already pofTefTed of the place. 

;cth Sept. a &i° n was unavoidable ; and EfTex prepared for 

it with prefence of mind, and not without military con- 

F..inleof duet. On both fides, the battle was fought with defpe- 

Ncwbury. rate va i our an j ft ea dy bravery. Eflex's horfe were fevcral 
times broken by the king's, but his infantry maintained 
themfelvcs in firm array, and, befides giving a continu- 
ed fire, they prefented an invincible rampart of pike9 
againft the furious fhock of prince Rupert, and thofe gal- 
lant troops of gentry, of which the royal cavalry was 
chiefly compofed. The militia of London efpecially, 
though utterly unacquainted with a&ion, though drawn 
but a few days before from their ordinary occupations, 
yet having learned all military exercifes, and being ani- 

• Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 344. + Rufliworth, vol. vi. p. 292. 
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mated with unconquerable zeal for the caufe in which CHAP, 

they were engaged, equalled, on this occafion, what LVI. 

could be expedled from the mod veteran forces. While v.^v-O 

the armies were engaged with the utmoft ardour, night l(> *3' 

put an end to the a&ion, and left the victory undecided. 

Next morning, Effex proceeded on his march ; and 

though his rear was once put in fome diforder by an in- 

curfion of the Icing's horfe, he reached London in fafety, 

and received applaufe for his conduct and fuccefs in the 

whole enterprife. The king followed him on his march ; 

and having taken poflefiion of Reading, after the earl 

left it, he there eftabliftied a garrifon -, and ftraitened, by 

that means, London, and the quarters of the enemy*. 

In the battle of Newbury, on the part of the king, be- 
fides the earls of Sunderland and Carnarvon, two noble- 
men of promising hopes, were unfortunately flain, to the 
regret of every lover of ingenuity and virtue throughout 
the kingdom, Lucius Cary, vifcount Falkland, fecretary 
of ftate. Before affembling the prefent parliament, this 
man, devoted to the purfuits of learning, and to the fo- 
ciety of all the polite and elegant, had enjoyed himfelf in 
every pleafure, which a fine genius, a generous difpofi- 
tion, and an opulent fortune could afford. Called into 
public life, he flood foremoft in all attacks on the high 
prerogatives of the crown ; and difplayed that mafculine 
eloquence, and undaunted love of liberty, which, from 
his intimate acquaintance with the fublime fpirits of an- 
tiquity, he had greedily imbibed. When civil convul- 
fions proceeded to extremities, and it became requifite 
for him to chufe his fide ; he tempered the ardour of his 
zeal, and embraced the defence of thofe limited powers 
which remained to monarchy, and which he deemed ne- 
ccilary for the fupport of the Englifh conftitution. Still 
anxious, however, for his country, he feems to have 
dreaded the too-profperous fuccefs of his own party as 
much as of the enemy •, and, among his intimate friends, 
often after a deep filence and frequent fighs, he would» 
with a fad accent, reiterate the word, Peace. In excufe 
for the too free expofing of his perfon, which feemed 
Ainfuitable in a fecretary of ftate, he alledged, that it be- 
came him to be more a£tive than other men in all hazar- 
dous enterprifes, left his impatience for peace might 
bear the imputation of cowardice or pufillanimity. From 
the commencement of the war, his natural cheerfulnefs 
and vivacity became clouded ; and even his ufual attcn- 
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CHAP, tion to drcfs, required by his birth and ttation, gave way 
LVI. to a negligence which was eafily obfervable. On the 

l/WJ morning of the battle in which he fell, he had fliown 
l6 43- fome care of adorning his perfon ; and gave for a reafon, 
that the enemy fhould not find his body in any flovenly, 
indecent fituation. « I am weary," fubjoined he, " of 
*f the times, and forefee much mifery to my country ; 
" but believe, that I fhall be out of it ere night*." This 
excellent perfon was but thirty-four years of age when a 
period was thus put to his life. 

The lofs fuftained on both fides in the battle of New- 
bury, and the advanced feafon, obliged the armies, to re- 
tire into winter-quarters. 

Aftion in ^ N t h- e north, during this fummer, the great intereft 

the north. and popularity of the earl, now created marquis of New- 
castle, had raifed a considerable force for the king ; and 
great hopes of fuccefs were entertained from that quar- 
ter. There appeared, however, in oppofition to him, 
two men, on whom the event of the war finally depen- 
ded, and who began about this time to be remarked for 
their valour and military conduct. Thefe were fir Tho- 
mas Fairfax, fon of the lord of that name, and Oliver 
Cromwel. The former gained a considerable advantage at 
"Wakefieldf over a detachment of royalifts, and took ge- 
neral Goring prifoner : The latter obtained a victory at 
GainfborowJ over a party commanded by the gallant Ca- 
vendifh, who perifhed in the action. But both thefe de- 
feats of the royalifts were more than fufficiently compen- 
fated by the total rout of lord Fairfax at Athenon moor§, 
and the difperfion of his army. After this victory, New- 
cattle, with an army of 15,000 men, fat down before 
Hull. Hotham was no longer governor of this place. 
That gentleman and his fon, partly from a jealoufy en- 
tertained of lord Fairfax, partly repenting of their en- 
gagements againlt the king, had entered into a corre- 
lpondence with Newcastle, and had exprefl'ed an inten- 
tion of delivering Hull into his hands. I5ut their confpi- 
racy being detecttd, they were arretted and fent prifoncra 
to London ; where, without any regard to their former 
fervices, they fell, both of them, victims to the feverity 
of the parliament||. 

Nf.wcastle, having carried on the attack of Hull for 
fome time, was beat otfby a tally of the garrifon^j, and 



* Whitlocke, p. 70. Clarendon, vol. iii.p. 55c, 3;i,&c. 
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iuffered fo much, that he thought proper to raife the fiege. CHAP. 
About the fame time, Manchefter, who advanced from LVI. 
the ealtcrn affociated counties, having joined Cromwel S-^-v^' 
and young Fairfax, obtained a considerable victory over 
the royalilts at Horn Caftle ; where the two officers laft 
mentioned gained renown by their conduct and gallan- 
try. And though fortune had thus balanced her ia- 
vours, the king's party ftill remained much fuperior in 
thole parts of England ; and had it not been for the 
garrifon of Hull, which kept Yorkfhire in awe, a conjunc- 
tion of the northern forces with the army in the louth 
might have been made, and had probably enabled the 
king, inftead of entering on the unfortunate, perhaps im- 
prudent enterprife of Glocefter, to march directly to 
London, and put an end to the war*. 

Whilil the military enterprifes were carried on with 
vigour in England, and the event became every day more 
doubtful, both parties call: their eye towards the neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, and fought afiittance for the finifh- 
ing of that enterprife, in which their own forces experi- 
enced fuch furious oppofition. The parliament had re- 
courfe to Scotland; the king, to Ireland. 

When the Scottifh covenanters obtained that end, for 
which they fo earneltly contended, the cftablifhment of 
prefbyterian difcipline in their own country, they were 
not fatisiied, but indulged ftill an ardent paffion for pro- 
pagating, by all methods, that mode of religion in the 
neighbouring kingdoms. Having flattered themfelves, in 
the fervour of their zeal, that, by fupematural alln'tances, 
they Ihould be enabled to carry their triumphant cove- 
nant to. the gates of Rome itfelf, it behoved them firll to 
render it prevalent in England, which already fhowed fo 
great a difpofition to receive it. Even in the articles of 
pacification, they exprelTcd a defire of uniformity in wor- 
ihip with England -, and the king, employing general ex- 
prelfions, had approved of this inclination, as pious and 
laudable. No fooner was there an appearance of a rup- 
ture, than the Englifh parliament, in order to allure that 
nation into a cloie confederacy, openly declared their 
withes of ecclefialtical reformation, and of imitating the 
example of their northern brethren-}-. When war was 
actually commenced, the fame artifices were ufed ; and 
^he Scot* beheld, with the utmoft impatience, a fcene of 
action, of which they could not deem themfelves indif- 

* Warwick, p. 2.6x. Walker, p. 278. 
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CHAP, fercnt fpe&ators. Should the king, they faid, be able, by 
LVI. force of arms, to prevail over the parliament of England, 

X— ■ v-^ and re-eitablifh his authority, in that powerful kingdom, 
1643- he will undoubtedly retract all thofe conceflions, which, 
with fo many circumltances of violence and indignity, 
the Scots have extorted from him. Befides a fenfe of his 
own intereft, and a regard to royal power, which has 
been entirely annihilated in this country ; his very paf- 
fion for prelacy and for religious ceremonies, mull lead 
him to invade a church which he has ever been taught 
to regard as antichriltian and unlawful. Let us but con- 
(ider who the perfons are that compofe the factions now 
fo furioufly engaged in arms. Does not the parliament 
conGft of thofe very men who have ever oppoied all war 
with Scotland, who have puniihed the authors of our op- 
prefhons, who have obtained us the redrefs of every 
grievance, and who, with many honourable expreffions, 
have conferred on us an ample reward for our brotherly 
aflHtance ? And is not the court full of papifts, prelates, 
malignants ; all of them zealous enemies to our religious 
model, and refolute to facrifice their lives for their idola- 
trous eftablifnments ? Not to mention our own neceflary 
fecurity ; can we better exprefs our gratitude to heaven 
for that pure light with which we are, above all nations, 
fo eminently cliitinguiihed, than by conveying the fame 
divine knowledge to our unhappy neighbours, who are 
wading through a fea of blood in order to attain it ? 
Thefe were, in Scotland, the topics of every conversation: 
"With thefe doctrines the pulpits echoed : And the fa- 
mous curfe of Meroz, that eurfe fo folemnly denounced 
and reiterated againft neutrality and moderation, refoun- 
ded from all quarters*. 

The parliament of England had ever invited the 
Scots, from the commencement of the civil difientions, to 
interpufe their mediation, which, they knew, would be 
fo little favourable to the king : And the king, for that 
very reafon, had ever endeavoured, with the leaft often- 
five expreflions, to decline it-}-. Early this fpring, the earl 
of Loudon, the chancellor, with other commilhoners, and 
attended by Horiderfon, a popular and intriguing prea- 
cher, was lent to the king at Oxford, and renewed the 
offer of mediation ; but with the fame fuccefs as before. 
The commifiioners were alfo empowered to prefs the king 

• Curfc ye Meror., faid the ange! of the Lord ; curfe ye bitterly the 
Inhabitants thereof : Bccxufe they came not to the help of the Lord, 
to the help of tiie l.c\x\ unfl the mighty. Judges, chap. v. rcr. 2%. 
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on the article of religion, and to recommend to htm the CHAP. 
Scottifh model of ecclefiaftic worfhip and difcipline. This LVI. 
was touching Charles in a very tender point: His honour, ^/y\J 
his confeience, as well as his intcreft, he believed to be 1643. 
intimately concerned in fupporting prelacy and the litur- 
gy*. He begged the commillioners, therefore, to remain 
fatisfied with the conceflions which he had made to Scot- 
land ■, and, having modelled their own church according 
to their own principles, to leave their neighbours in the 
like liberty, and not to intermeddle with affairs of which 
they could not be fuppofed competent judgesf. 

The divines of Oxford, fecure, as they imagined, of 
a viftory, by means of their authorities from church hif- 
tory, their quotations from the fathers, and their fpiritual 
arguments, defired a conference with Henderfon, and un- 
dertook, by dint of reafoning, to convert that great apof- 
tle of the north : But Henderfon, who had ever regarded 
as impious, the lead doubt with regard to his own prin- 
ciples, and who knew of a much better way to reduce 
opponents than by employing any theological topics, ab- 
folutely refufed all difputation or controverfy. The Eng* 
Iifh divines went,away full of admiration at the blind ;if- 
furance and bigoted prejudices of the man : He, on his 
part, was moved with equal wonder at their obltinate at- 
tachment to fuch palpable errors and delulions. 

By the conceflions which the king had granted to Scot- 
land, it became neceffary for him to fummon a parlia- 
ment once in three years ; and in June of the fubfequent 
year, was fixed the period for the meeting of that allem- 
bly. Before that time elapfed, Charles flattered himfelf 
that he fliould be able, by fome decifive advantage, to re- 
duce the Englilh parliament to a reafonable fubmiflion, 
and might then expect, with fecurity, the meeting of a 
Scottilh parliament. Though earneltly folicited by Lou- 
don to fummon prefently that great council of the nation, 
he abfolutely refufed to give authority to men who had 
already excited fuch dangerous commotions, and who 
ihowed (till the fame difpofition to refill and invade his 
authority. The commiffioners, therefore, not being able 
to prevail in any of their demands, deGrcd the king's 
paffport for London, where they purpofed to confer with 
the Englifh parliament]: ; and being likewile denied 
this requeft, they returned with extreme difutisfacliora 
to Edinburgh. 



* Sec note [HH] at the end of tiic volum-. + Rufbwoijfc to! 
vi.p. 462, $ Rufhworth, vol. vi. p. 406. 
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The office of confervators of the peace was newly 
ereclct! in Scotland, in order to maintain the confederacy 
between the two kingdoms \ and thefe, inftigated by the 
clergy, were refolved, lince they could not obtain the 
king's confent, to fummon, in his name, but by their own 
authority, a convention of Hates ; and to bereave their 
fovereign of this article, the only one which remained of 
his prerogative. Under colour of providing for national 
peace, endangered by the neighbourhood of Englifh ar- 
mies, was a convention called* ; an aflembly, which, 
though it meets with lefs folemnity, has the fame autho- 
rity as a parliament, in raifing money and levying forces. 
Hamilton and his brother the earl of Laneric, who had 
been lent into Scotland in order to oppofe thefe meafures, 
wanted either authority or fincerity ; and paffively yiel- 
ded to the torrent. 1 he general aflembly of the church 
met at the fame time with the convention ; and, exer- 
cifing an authority almoft abfolute over the whole civil 
power, made every political confideration yield to their 
theological zeal and prejudices- 

. The Englifh parliament was, at that time, fallen into 
great diftrefs, by the progrefs of the royal arms ; and 
they gladly fent to Edinburgh commiffioners, with ample 
powers to treat of a nearer union and confederacy with 
the Scouifh nation. The perfens employed were the earl 
Rutland, fir William Armyne, lir Henr ; - Vane the 
younger, Thomas Hatcher, ana Henry Darley, attended 
by Marfhal and Nye, two clergymen of lignal authorityf. 
In this negoeiaton, the man chiefly trulted was Vane, 
who, in eloquence, adurefs, capacity, as well as in art and 
dimmulation, was not furpaifed by any one, even during 
that age, fo famous for active talents. By his perfuafion 
was framed at Edinburgh, that solemn league and 
covenant, which effaced ail former protections and 
vows taken in both kingdoms ; and long maintained its 
credit and authority. In this covenant, the fubferibers, 
befides engaging mutually to defend each other againlt 
ail opponents, bound thenueives to endeavour, without 
relncct of perfons, the extirpation of popery and prelacy, 
fi/perlliiioiv, hcrcfy, fchiiin, and profinenefs ; to main-, 
lain the rights and privileges of parliaments, together with 
the king's authority ; and to di ("cover and bring to juf* 
rice ail incendiaries and lnaiignantsj. 
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The fubfcribers of the covenant vowed alfo to preferve CHAP, 
the reformed religion eftablifhed in the church of Scot- LVI. 
land ; but, by the artifice of Vane, no declaration more L/ - ^ V> 
explicit was made with regard to England and Ireland, 
than that thefe kingdoms fhouid be reformed, according 
to the word of God, and the example of the purelt 
churches. The Scottifh zealots, when prelacy was ab- 
jured, deemed this expreffion quite free from ambiguity, 
and regarded their own model as the only one which cor- 
refponded, in any degree, to fuch a description : But 
that able politician had other views ; and while he em- 
ployed his great talents in over-reaching the prefbyteri- 
ans, and lecretly laughed at their fimplicity, he had 
blindly devoted himfelf to the maintenance of fyftems 
ftill more abfurd and more dangerous. 

In the Engltlh parliament there remained fome mem- 
bers, who, though they had been induced, either by pri- 
vate ambition, or by zeal for civil liberty, to concur with 
the majority, ftill retained an attachment to the hierar- 
chy, and to the ancient modes of worfhip. But, in the 
prefent danger which threatened their caufe, all fcrup'es 
were laid afide; and the covenant, by whofe means alone ~ C ;>r. i jf 
they could expe£r. to obtain fo considerable a reinforce- 
ment as the accefhon of the Scottifh nation, was received 
without oppofition. The parliament, therefore, having 
firft fubferioed it themfelves, ordered it to be received by 
all who lived under their authority. 

Great were the rejoicings among the Scots, that 
they mould be the happy inltruments of extending their 
mode of religion, and diffipating that profound darknefs 
in which the neighbouring nations were involved. The 
general affembly applauded this glorious imitation of the 
piety difplayed by their anceitors, who, they faid, in 
three different applications, during the reign of Eliza- 
beth, had endeavoured to engage the Englilh, by perfua- 
fion, to lay afide the ufe of the furplice, tippet, and cor- 
ner-cap*. The convention too, in the heighth of their 
zeal, ordered every one to fwear to this covenant, under 
the penalty of confifcation ; beilde what farther punifh- 
ment it i.'i mid pleafe the enfuing parliament to inflicT on 
the relulcrs, a.s enemies to God, to the king, and to the 
kingdom. And being determined that the iword fhouid . 
carry conviction to all refractory minds, they prepared 
themfelves, with great vigilance and activity, for their Arming «f 
military enterprifes. By means of a hundred thoufaivl 

* Ru&worth, vol. v!. p. j 9 ?. 
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CHAP, pounds, which they received from England; by th«t . 

LVI. hopes of good pay and warm quarters; not to mention 
(y-y-\j men's favourable difpofition towards the caufe ; they 
j64j- foon completed their levies. And, having added, to their 
other forces, the troops which they had recalled from 
Ireland, they were ready, about the end of the year, to 
enter England, under the command of their old general, 
the earl of Leven, with an army of above twenty thou- 
fand men*. 

Th king, forefeeing this tempeft which was gather- 
ing upon him, endeavoured to fecure himfelf by every 
expedient ; and he cart his eye towards Ireland, in hopes 
that this kingdom, from which his caufe had already 
received fo much prejudice, might at length contribute 
fomewhat towards his protection and fecurity. 
BtBtc of Aft r the commencement of the Irifh infurrection, 
Ireland. the En^lifh parliament, though they undertook the fup- 
preffion of it, had ever been too much engaged, either 
in military projects, or expeditions at home, to take any 
effectual Itep towards finilhing that enterprife. They had 
entered, indeed, into a contract with the Scots, for fend- 
ing over an army of ten thoufand men into Ireland; and, 
in order to engage that nation in this undertaking, befidc 
giving a promife of pay, they agreed to put Caricfergus 
into their hands, and to invert their general with an au- 
thority quite independent of the Englilh government. 
Thefc troops, fo long as they were allowed to remain, 
were ufeful, by diverting the force of the Irifh rebels, 
and protecting in the north the fmall remnants of the 
Britiih planters. But, except this contract with the Scot- 
ti fli nation, all the other meafures of the parliament ei- 
ther were hitherto abfolutely infignificant, or tended ra- 
ther to the prejudice of the protcitant caufe in Ireland. 
By continuing their violent perfecution, and ftill more 
violent menaces againft priefts and papifts, they confirm- 
ed the Irifh catholics in their rebellion, and cut off all 
hopes of indulgence and toleration. By difpofing be- 
forehand of all the Irifh forfeitures to fubferibers or ad- 
venturers, they rendered all men of property defperate, 
and feemed to threaten a total extirpation of the natives-]-. 
And while they thus infufed zeal and animofity into the 
enemy, no meafurc was purfucd which could tend to fup- 

* Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 383. 
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'pott or encourage the protcftr.its, now reduced to the C H A F» 
laft extremities. IAT. 

So j;reat is the afcendant, which, from a long courfc of 
TucceiTes, the Englifh has acquired over the Irifh nation, 
that though the latter, when they receive military difci- 
plinc among foreigners, are not furpalicd by any troops, 
they had never, in their own country, been able to males 
any vigorous effort for the defence or recovery of their 
liberties. In many rencounters, the Englifh, under lord 
More, fir Wiiliam St. Leger, fir Frederic Hamilton, and 
others, had, though under great difadvantages of fituation 
and numbers, put the Irilh to rout, and returned in tri- 
umph to Dublin. The rebels raifed the fisge of TrecLih, 
after an o'oltinate defence made by the garrifon*. Or- 
mond had outlined two complete victories at Kilrufh and 
Rofs ; and had brought relief to all the forts, which were 
"beficged or blockaded in different parts of the kingdom]-. 
But notwithstanding thefe fuccelTes, even the molt com- 
mon neceflaries of life were wanting to the victorious ar- 
mies. The Irifh, in their wild rage againft the Britifh plan- 
ters, had lajd wafte the whole kingdom, and were tbeni- 
felves totally unfit, from their habitual florh and igno- 
rance, to raife any convenience of human life. During the 
courfe of fix months, no fuppiies had come from England, 
except the fourth part of one fmall veflel's lading. Dub- 
Jin, to favc itfelf from ftarving, had been obliged to fend 
the greater part of its inhabitants to England. The army 
irad little ammunition, lcarcely exceeding forty barrels of 
,gun-powder ; not even fhoes or clothes; and fof want 
of food, the foldiers had been obliged to eat their own 
horfes. And though the diltrefs of the Irifh was not much, 
inferior^; befides that they were more hardened again'.l 
fuch extremities, it was bat a melancholy reflection, that 
the two nations, while they continued their furious ani- 
mofities, fliould make defolate. that fertile iQand, wliich 
might ferve to the fubfiltence and happinefs of both. 

The jufcices and council of Ireland had been engaged, 
chiefly by the intereit and authority of Ormond, to lall in- 
to an entire dependence on the king. Parfons, Temple, 
Loftus, and Meredith, who favoured the oppolite party, 
had been removed ; and Charbs had fupplied their place 
by others better airecisd to his fervice. A committee or* 
the Englifli hoafe of commons, which had been fent over 
to Ireland, in order to conduct the affairs of that kingdom* 

• Rufli. vol. vi. p. $ci. t IJe.n, ibid. p. 512. \ Idem, 
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CHAP, had been excluded the council, in obedience to orders 
LVI. tranfmittcd from the king*. And thefe were reafons fuf- 
C/"V>J iicient, befules the great difficulties under which they 
,0 -t3- themfelves laboured, why the parliament was unwilling 
to fend fupplies to an army, which, though engaged in a 
caufe much favoured by them, was commanded by their 
declared enemies. They even intercepted fome fmall fuc- 
cours lent thither by the king. 

The king, as he had neither money, arms, ammuni- 
tion, nor provifions to fpare from his own urgent wants, 
refolved to embrace an expedient, which might at once 
relieve the neceffities of the Irifh proteftants, and contri- 
bute to the advancement of his affairs in England. A truce 
with the rebels, he thought, would enable his fubjeevts in 
Ireland to provide for their own fupport, and would pro- 
cure him the affiftance of the army againft the Englifh par- 
liament. But as a treaty with the people, fo odious for 
their barbarities, and ftill more for their religion, might 
be reprefented in invidious colours, and renew all thofe 
calumnies with which he had been loaded ; it was neceffa- 
ry to proceed with great caution in conduclin/ that mea- 
fure. A remonftrance from the army was made to the 
Irifh council, reprefenting their intolerable neceffities, 
and craving permiffion to leave the kingdom : And if that 
were refufed, We mujl have recourfe, they faid, to that firjl 
and primary laiv, with -which God has endowed all men \ ivc 
mean the law of nature^ which teaches every creature to pre- 
ftrve itfelff. Memorials both to the king and parliament 
were tranfmitted by the juflices and council, in which 
their wants and dangers are ftrongly fet forth} ; and 
though the general expreffions in thefe memorials might 
perhaps be fufpe&ed of exaggeration, yet from the parti- 
cular facls mentioned, from the confeffion of the Englifh 
parliament iifelf§ ; and from the very nature of things, it 
is apparent that the Irifh proteftants were reduced to great 
extrcmities|| ; and it became prudent in the king, if not 
absolutely necefiary, to embrace fome expedient, which 
might fecure them, for a time, from the ruin and mifery 
with which they were threatened. • 

Accordingly, the king gave ordersf toOrmondand 

' Rufli. vol- vi. p. ,530. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 167. 

t Hul'h. vol, vi. p, ,537. f Idira. ibid. p. 538. § Idem, 

ibid. p. UO. H s ec farther Carte's Ormoud, vol. iii. No. 113. 

:«7, 128, 129. 134. 136. 141. 144. 149. 158. 159. All thefe paper* 
put it part doubt, that the neccilities of the Englifh army in Inland 
were extreme. Sec farther, Ruth. vol. vi. p. 537, and Dugdale, p, 85% 
Sj*. "3 7th September. See Riifh. vol vi. p. J37. J44. 54;.' 
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the juftices to conclude, for a year, a ceiTation of arms CHAP, 
with the council of Kilkenny, by whom the lrifn were go- LVI. 
verned, and to leave both fides in pofleflion of their (VWJ 
prefent advantages. The parliament, whofe bufinefs it 
was to find fault with every meafure adopted by the op- 
polite party, and who would not lofe fo fair an opportuni- 
ty of reproaching the king with his favour to the Irifh pa- 
pifts, exclaimed loudly againft this ceflation. Among 
other reafons, they infifted. upon the divine vengeance, 
which England might juftly dread, for tolerating antichrif- 
tian idolatry, on pretence of civil contracts and political 
agreements*. Religion, though every day employed as the 
engine of their own ambitious purpofes, was fuppofed too 
lacrcd to be yielded up to the temporal intcrefts or fafety 
of kingdoms. 

After the ceflation, there was little neceffity, as well 
•as no means, of fubiifting the army in Ireland. The king 
ordered Ormond, who was entirely devoted to him, to 
fend ovar confiderable bodies of it to England. Moft of 
thsm continued in his fervice : but a fmall part having 
imbibed in Ireland a ftrong animofity againft the catho- 
lics, and hearing the king : s party univerfally reproached 
with popery, foon after deferted to the parliament. 

Some Iriih catholics came over with thefe troops, and 
joined the royal army, where they continued the fame cru- 
elties and diforders to which they had been accuftomedf. 
The parliament voted,- that no quarter, in any acYiou, 
fhould ever be given them : But prince Rupert, by mak- 
ing fome reprifals, foon reprefled this inhumanity^. 



* Rufhworth, vol. vi. p. 557. + Whitlocke, p. 78. rc> 

i Rufliworth, vol. vi. p, 68o- 783. 
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Invfif.oti of the Scots Battle of Marflon-maw- BattTc- 

of Cropredy-bridge E/fex's forces dij armed — '—Second' 

battle of Newbury Rife and char abler of the Indepen- 
dents Self-denying ordinance Fairfax, Cromioet 

Treaty of Uxbridge—— Execution of Laud. 

CIT A P. r-g^HE king had hitherto, during the courfe of the war, 
LV1I. Jl obtained many advantages over the parliament, and 

\S^/'\J had rsifed himfelf from tkat low condition into which he 
* 6 <!4. jl had at firft fallen,, to be nearly upon equal footing with 
his adverfaries. Yorkfhire, and all the northern counties, 
were reduced by the marquis of Newcaftle ; and, except- 
ing Hull, the parliament was mailer of no garrifon in 
thefe quarters. In the weft, Plymouth alone, having been 
in vain befieged by prince Maurice, refilled the king*s au- 
thority: And had k not been for the difappointmcnt in the 
enterprise of Glocefter, the royal garrifons had reached,, 
without interruption, from one end of the kingdom to the 
other; and had occupied a greater extent of ground than 
thofe of the parliament. Many of the royalifts nattered 
themfelves, that the fame vigorous fpirit, which had ele- 
vated them to the prefent height of power, would dill fa- 
vour their progrefs, and obtain them a final victory over 
their enemies : But thofe who judged more foundly, ob- 
ferved that, befides the accefiion of the whole Scottifh na- 
tion to the fide of the parliament, the very principle on- 
which the royal fuccefles had been founded, was every 
day acquired, more and more, by the oppofite party. The 
king's troops, full of gentry and nobility, had exerted a 
valour fuperior to their enemies, and had hitherto been 
iuccefsful in almofl every rencounter : But, in propor- 
tion as the whole nation became m arlikCj by the continu- 
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snce of civil difcords, this advantage was more equally CH AP^ 
ihared ; and fuperior numbers, it was expected, muft at LVII. 
length obtain the victory* The king's troops alfo, ill paid, v~*w£ 
and deftitute of every necefiary, could not poffibly be re- '^i 4- 
tuined in equal difcipline with the parliamentary forces, 
to whom all fupplies were furniflied from unexhaufted 
itores and treafures*. The feverity of manners, fo much 
affccled by thefe zealous religionifts, affifted their military 
Inftitutions ; and the rigid inflexibility of character by 
which the auftere reformers of church and ftate were dif- 
tinguiflied, enable the parliamentary chiefs to reftrain their 
foldiefs within ftricter rules and more exacT: order. And 
while the king's officers indulged themfelves even in 
greater licenfes than thofe to which, during times of 
peace, they had been accuftomed, they were apt, both to 
neglect their military duty, and to fet a pernicious exam- 
ple of diforder to the foldiers under their command. 

At the commencement of the civil war, all Englilh- 
men, who ferved abroad, were invited over, and treated 
with extraordinary refpe£t : And molt of them, being de- 
fcended of good families, and, by reafon of their abfence, 
unacquainted with the new principles which deprefled the 
dignity of the crown, had inlifted under the royal ftan- 
dard. But it is obfervable that, though the military pro- 
feffion requires great genius, and long experience, in the 
principal commanders, all its fubordinate duties may be 
difcharged by ordinary talents, and from fuperficial prac- 
tice. Citizens and country gentlemen foon became ex- 
cellent officers ; and the generals of greateft fame and 
capacity happened, all of them, to fpring up on the lide 
of the parliament. The courtiers and great nobility } in 
the other party, checked the growth of any extraordinary 
genius among the fubordinate officers; and every man 
there, as in a regular eftablilhed government, was confin- 
ed to the ftation in which his birth had placed him. 

The king, that he might make preparations during win- 
ter, lor the enfuing campaign, fummoned to Oxford all 
the members of either houfe, who adhered to his interefts-> 
and endeavoured to avail himfelf of the name of parlia- 
ment, fo palhonatcly cheriflied by the Englilh nation-)-. '" 
The houfe of peers was pretty full ; and, befides the no* 
bility employed in different parts of the kingdom, it con- 
tained ^wice as many members as commonly voted at 
Weltminfter. The houfe of commons confided of about- 



* Rufhworthj vol. r'.. p. 560, f Rufhwoth, ve!. vi.p. SS9' 
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C HAP. 1 40 ; which amounted not to above half of the other houfe 
LVII. of commons '. 

So extremely light had government hitherto Iain upon 
the people, that the very name of excife was unknown to 
them •, and, among the other evils arifing from thefe do- 
meftic wars, . was the introduction of that import into 
England. The parliament at Weltminfter having voted 
an excife on beer, wine, and other commodities ; thofe at 
Oxford imitated the example, and conferred that revenue 
on the king. And, in order to enable him the better to re- 
cruit his army, they granted him the fum of 100,000 
pounds, to be levied by way of loan upon the fubject. 
The king circulated privy feals, "counteriigned by the fpea- 
Icers of both houfes, requiring the loan of particular fums 
from fuch perfons as lived within his quarters-)-. Neither 
party had as yet got above the pedantry of reproaching 
their antagonifts with thefe illegal meafures. 

Ti:r "Weftminfter parliament parted a whimfical ordi- 
nance, commanding all the inhabitants of London and 
the neighbourhood, to retrench a meal a week, and to pny 
the value of it for the fuppport of the public caufej. It 
it eafdy imagined, that, provided the money were paid, 
they troubled themfelves but little about the execution of 
their ordinance. 

Such was the king's fituation, that, in order to reftore 
peace to the nation, he had no occafion to demand any 
other terms than the reftoring of the laws and conftitu- 
tion ; the replacing him in the fame rights which had ever 
been enjoyed by his predeceffors ; and the re-eftablifh- 
ing, 011 its ancient bafis, the whole frame of government, 
civil as well as ecclefiaftical. And, that he might facili- 
tate an end fecmingly fo defirable, he offered to employ 
means equally popular, an univerfal act of oblivion, and a 
toleration or indulgence to tender confeiences. Nothing 
therefore could contribute more to his interefts than every 
difcourfe of peace, and every difcuffion of the conditions 
upon which that bleffmg could be obtained. For this rca- 
lon, he folicitcd a treaty, on all occafions, and delired a 
conference and mutual examination of pretenfions, even 
when he entertained no hopes that any conclufion could 
poffibly refill t from it. 

For like reafons the parliament prudently avoided, as 
much as poffiblc, all advances towards negotiation, and 
were cautious not to expofe too eafy to cenfure thofe high 

• RuflnvortJi, vol. vi. 566. 574, rjj. f RtifWorth.vol. vi. p. 
J Dngdale, p. up. Kufii, vol. vi. p. 748. 
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terms, which their apprehenfioiis or their ambition rmde . CH A P. 
them prcviouily demand of the king. Though their LVII. 
partifans were blinded with the thicken: veil of religious ^/^Y^J 
prejudices, they dreaded to bring their pretentions to the j6-i4« 
telt, or lay them open before the whole nation. In oppo- 
sition to the facred authority of die laws, to the venera- 
ble precedents of many ages, the popular leaders were 
aihamedto plead nothing but fears and jealoufies, which 
were not avowed by the constitution, and for which, nei- 
ther the perfonal character of Charle«, fo full of virtue, 
nor his Situation, fo deprived of all independent authority, 
feemed to alfbrd any reafonable foundation. Grievances 
which had been fully redreli'ed ; powers, either legal or 
illegal, which had been entirely renounced ; it leemcd 
unpopular and invidious, and ungrateful, any farther to 
in filt on. 

The king, that he might abate fhe univerfal veneration 
paid to the name of parliament, had iflued a declaration, 
in which he fet forth all the tumults by which himfelf and 
his partifans in bothhoufes had been driven from London; 
and he thence inferred, that the aflembly at Weltminlter 
was no longer a free parliament, and, till its liberty were 
reftored, was entitled to no authority. As this declaration 
was an cbftacle to all treaty, fome contrivance feemed re- 
quisite, in order to elude it. 

Alkttfr was written, in the foregoing fpirit, to the 
earl of EiVex, and fubferibed Dy the prince, the duke of 
York, and forty-three noblemen*. They there exhort him 
to be an inftrument of restoring peace, and to promote 
that happy end with thofe by whom he was employed. 
ESTex, though much difgulled with the parliament, though 
apprehenfive of the extremities to which they were driving, 
though defirous of any reafonable accommodation ; yet 
was Still more refolute to preferve an honorable fidelity 
to the trull repofedin him. He replied, that as the paper 
fent him neither contained any addrefs to the houles of 
parliament, nor any acknowledgment of their authority, 
he could not commuiucate it to them. Like propofals had 
been reiterated by the king, during the enfuing campaign, 
and ft ill met with a like anfwer from EHex-|-. 

In order to make a new trial for a treaty, the king, this 
fpring, fent another letter, directed to the lords and com- 
mons of parliament anembled at Weltminfter : But as he 

* Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 442, RuflWorth, vol. vi. p. .?66. Whit- 
loclce, p. 77. + CkrcuJon, vol. iii. p. 444. Rr.fliwortb, vol. 

vi> p. i6o, 570. Whitlockf, p, 94, 
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CH AP. aifo mentioned, in the letter, the lords and commons of 
LV1I. parliament afiemblcd at Oxford, and„ declared that his 
QyYXJ i'cope and intention was to make provifion that all the 
*J44. members of both houfes might fecurely meet in a full and 
free afiembly j the parliament, perceiving the conclufion 
implied, re idled all treaty upon fuch terms*. And the 
king, who knew what fmall hopes there were ol accom- 
modation, would not abandon the pretentions which he 
had aflumed ; nor acknowledge the two houfes, more c.\- 
prefsly, for a free parliament. 

Tins winter the famous Pym died j a man as much 
hated by one party, as refpetted by the other. At Lon- 
don, he was tonfidered as the victim to national liberty, 
who had abridged his life by incefTant labours for the in- 
terefts of his countryf : At Oxford he was believed to 
have been (truck with an uncommon difeafe, and to have 
been confumed with vermin ; as a mark of divine ven~ 
gcance, for his multiplied crimes and treafons. He had 
been fo little (tudious of improving his private fortune in 
thofe civil wars, of which he had been one principal au- 
thor, that the parliament thought themfelves obliged, from 
gratitude, to pay the debts which he had contracted:]:. We 
now return to the military operations, which, during the 
winter, were carried on with vigour in fcveral places, not- 
withstanding the feverity of the leafon. 

The forces brought from Ireland were landed at Mo* 
ftyne, in North-Wales; and being put under the com- 
mand of lord Biron, they befiegcd and took the caftles 
of Hawarden, Beeflon, Acton, and Deddington-houfe^ 
No place in Chelhire, or the neighbourhood, now ad* 
hered to the parliament, except Nantwich : And to this 
town Biron laid fiege during the depth of winter. Sir 
Thomas Fairfax, alarmed at fo coniiderable a progrefs of 
the royalifts, aflembled an army of 4000 men in York>- 
fhire, and having joined fir William Brercton, was ap* 
proaching to the camp of the enemy. Biron and his fol* 
tliers, elated with fuccefles obtained in Ireland, had en- 
tertained the molt profound contempt for the parliamen- 
tary iorces ; a difpofition which, if confined to the army, 
may be regarded as a good prefage of victory ; but if it 
extend to the general, is the molt probable forerunner of 
a defeat. Fairfax fuddenly attacked the camp of the roy- 
ejth Jan. a |i|\ R . The f we ni n g 0 f t } lc r i verj by a thaw, divided one 

part of the army from the other. That part expofed to 



* Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 449. VVhitloelce, p. 79. t Iliid. 
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Fairfax, being beaten from their pofi:, retired into the CHAP- 
church of Afton, and were all .taken prifoners: The other LVII. 
rstreated with precipitation*. And thus was difiipated, L/'VNJ 
or rendered ufelefs, that body of forces which had been l644> 
drawn from Ireland; and the parliamentary party revived 
in thole north-weft counties of England. 

The invafion from Scotland was attended with confe* fav»fi»a 
quences of much greater importance. The Scots, having j™ 1 " Scot " 
fummoned in vain the town of Newcaltle, which was 
fortified by the vigilance of fir Thomas Glenham, palled 23d Feb. 
the Tyne ; and faced the marquis of Newcaltle, who lay 
at Durham ■with an army of 14,000 menf. After fome 
military operations, in which that nobleman reduced the 
enemy to difficulties for forage and provifions, he received 
intelligence of a great difaiter which had befallen his forces 
in Yorklhire. Colonel Bellafis,. whom he had left with a 
confiderable body of troops, was totally routed at Seihy, u^Apn^ 
by fir Thomas Fairfax, who had returned from Chefiiirc 
with his victorious forces |. Afraid of being inclofed be- 
tween two armies, Newcaftle retreated ; and Leven hav- 
ing joined lord Fairfax, they fat down before York, to 
which the army of the loyalifts had retired. But as the 
parliamentary and Scottifti forces were not numerous 
enough to inveft fo large a town, divided by a river, they- 
contented themfelve9 with incommoding it by a loofc 
blockade; and affairs remained, for fome time, in fuf- 
penfe between thefe oppofite armies||. 

During this winter and fpring, other parts of the king- 
dom had alfo been infefted with war. Hopeton, having 
airembled an army of 14,000 men, endeavoured to break 
into SufTex, Kent, and the fouthern anbciatlon, which 
feemed well difpofed to receive him. Waller fell upon 
him at Cherington, and gave him a defeat^ of confider- 
able importance. In another quarter, fiege being laid to 
Newark by the parliamentary forces, prince Rupert pre- 
pared himfelf for relieving a town of fuch confequence, 
which alone preferred the communication open between 
the king's fouthern and northern quarters^. With a fmall 
force, but that animated by his attive courage, he broke 
through the enemy, relieved the town, and totally difii- 
pated that army of the parliament**. 

But though fortune feemed to have divided her fa- 
vours between the parties, the king found himfelf, in the 

* Rufhworth, vol^vi. p. 301. f Idem, ibid* p. 6ij. \ Idem, ibid, 
pi 618. || Idem, ibid. p. 610. § 49th of March. % Rulh worth, 
vol. vi. p. 306. ** 21ft of March. 
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CHAP, main, a confiderable loferby this winter-campaign ; and 
LVII. he prognofticated a ftill uorfe event from the enfuing 

IS~V\J fummer. The preparations of the parliament were great, 
i6a +' and much exceeded the flender refources of which he was 
pofleficd. In the eaftern affociation, they levied 14,000 
men, under the earl of Manchefler, feconded by Crom- 
wel*. An r.rmy of 10,000 men, under Effex, another of 
nearly the fame force under Waller, was affembled in the 
neighbourhood of London. The former was deftined to 
oppofe the king : The latter was appointed to march into 
the weft, where prince Maurice, with a fmall army which 
went continually to decay, wr.3 fpending his time in vain 
before Lyme, an inconfiderable town upon the fea-coaft. 
The utmoft efforts of the king could not raife above 1 0,000 
men at Oxford ; and on their fword chiefly, during the 
campaign, were thefe to depend for fubfiftence._ 

The queen, terrified with the dangers which every 
way environed her, and afraid of being enclofed in Ox- 
ford, in the middle of the kingdom, fled to Exeter, where 
fhe hoped to be delivered, unmolefted, of the child with 
which fhe was now pregnant, and whence fhe had the 
means of an eafy efcape into France, if preffed by the 
forces of the enemy. She knew the implacable hatred 
which the parliament, on account of her religion, and 
her credit with the king, had all along borne her. Laft 
fummer the commons had fent up to the peers an im- 
peachment of high treafon againft her ; becaufe, in his 
utmoft diftrefies, fhe had affifted her hufband with arm* 
and ammunition, which fhe had bought in Hollandf. 
And had fhe fallen into their hands, neither her fex, fhe 
knew, nor high ftation, could protect her againft infults 
at leaft, if not danger, from thofe haughty republicans, 
who fo little affected to conduct themfelvs by the maxims 
of gallantry and politenefs. 

From the beginning of thefe diffentions, the parlia- 
ment, it is remarkable, had, in all things, affumed an ex- 
treme afcendant over their fovereign, and had difplayed 
a violence, and arrogated an authority, which, on his 
fide, would not have been compatible either with his tem- 
per or his fituation. While he fpoke perpetually of par- 
doning all rebels ; they talked of nothing but the punifh- 
ment of delinquents and malignant* : While he offered a 
toleration and indulgence to tender consciences; they 
threatened the utter extirpation of prelacy : To his pro- 
feflions of lenity, they oppofed declarations of rigour : 



* Ruflwortb, vol. vi. p. 6}i. + Idem, ibid, p }»f. 
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And the more the ancient tenor of the laws inculcated a CH AF. 
refpectful fubordination to the crown, the more careful LVII. 
were they, by their lofty pretentions, to cover that defect v*»-v-*«»' 
under which they laboured. l644 ' 

Their great advantages in the north feemed to fecond 
their ambition, and finally to promife them fuccefs in 
their unwarrantable enterprifes. Manehefter, having ta- 
ken Lincoln, had united his army to that of Leven and 
Fairfax ; and York was now clofely befieged by their 
combised forces. That town, though vigoroufly defen- 
ded by Newcaftlc, was reduced to extremity ; and the 
parliamentary generals, after enduring great loffes and 
fatigues, flattered themfelves that ?.ll their labours would 
at laft be crowned by this important conqueft. On a fud- 
den, they were alarmed by the approach of prince Ru- 
pert. This gallant commander/having vigoroufly exerted 
himfelf in Lancafhire and Chefhire, had collected a con- 
liderable army; and, joining fir Charles Lucas, who com- 
manded Ne wca file's horfe, haftened to the relief of York, 
with an army of 20,000 men. The Scottifh and parlia- 
mentary generals raifed the fiege, and, drawing up on 
Marfton-moor, purpofed to give battle to the royalifts. 
Prince Rupert approached the town by another quarter, 
and, interpofing the river Oufe between him and the 
enemy, fafely joined his forces to thofe of Newcattle. 
The marquis endeavoured to purfuade him, that, hav- 
ing fo fuccefsfully effected his purpofe, he ought to be 
content with the prefent advantages, and leave the ene- 
my, now much diminifhed by their lofTes, and difcou- 
raged by their ill fuccefs, to diffolve by thofe mutual dif- 
fenfions which had begun to take place among them*. 
The prince, whofe martial difpofition was not fulhcient- 
]y tempered with prudence, nor foftened by complaifance, 
pretending pofitive orders from the king, without deign- 
ing to confult with Newcaftle, whofe merits and fervices 3d July, 
deferved better treatment, immediately ifTued orders 
for battle, and led out an army to Marflon-moorf . This 
action was obftinatefy difputed between the moft numc- Battle of 
rous armies that were engaged during the courfe of thefe Marftos- 
wars ; nor were the forces on each fide much different raour * 
in number. Fifty thoufand Britifh troops were led to 
mutual flaughter ; and the victory feemed long undeci- 
ded between them. Prince Rupert, who commanded 
the right wing of the royalifts, was oppofed to Crona** 

* Life of the Duk« of Neweaftlc, p. 491 
J Clarendon, voL v. p. 
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CHAP, wel*, who conduced the choice troops of the parlia- 
LVII. ment, enured to danger under thar determined leader* 

\^WJ animated by zeal, and confirmed by the moll rigid dif- 
l6 44. cipline. After a (harp combat, the cavalry of the rova lifts 
gave way ; and fuch of the infantry as flood next them 
were likewife borne down, and put to flight. Newcaftle's 
regiment alone, refolute to conquer or to periih, obfti- 
nately kept their ground, and maintained by their dead 
bodies, the fame order in which they had at firfl been 
ranged. In the other wing, fir Thomas Fairfax and colo- 
nel Lambert, with fome troops, broke through the roy- 
alifts •, and, tranfported by the ardour of purfuit, foon 
reached their victorious friends, engaged alfc- in purfuit 
of the enemy- But after that tempeft was paft, Lucas, 
who commanded the royalifts in this wing, reftoring or- 
der to his broken forces, made a furious attack on the 
parliamentary cavalry, threw them into diforder, puflied 
them upon their own infantry, and put that whole wing 
to rout. When ready to feize on their carriages and bag- 
gage, he perceived Cromwel, who was now returned 
from purfuit of the other wing. Both fides were not a 
little furprifed to find that they muft again renew the 
combat for that victory which each of them thought 
they had already obtained. The front of the battle was 
now exactly counterchanged ; and each army occupied 
the ground which had been pofleffed by the enemy at 
the beginning of the day. This fecond battle was equally 
furious and defperate with the firft : But after the ut- 
moft efforts of courage by both parties, victory wholly 
turned to the fide of the parliament. The prince's train 
of artillery was taken j and his whole army putfued off 
the field of battlef. 

This event was in itfelf a mighty blow to the king; but 
proved more fatal in its confequences. The marquis of 
Newcaltle was entirely loft to the royal caufe. That noble- 
man, the ornament of the court and of his order, had 
been engaged, contrary to the natural bent of his difpofi- 
tion, into thefe military operations, merely by a high 
fenfe of honor, and a perfonal regard to his maftcr. The 
dangers of war was difregarded by his valour 5 but its 
fatigues were oppreflive to his natural indolence. Mu- 
nificent and generous in his expence ; polite and eleganc 
in his tafte ; courteous and humane in his behaviour ; he 
brought a great acceffion of friends and of credit to the 
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party which he embraced. But amidft all the hurrv of 
action, his inclinations were fecretly drawn to the foft CIIAPjl 
arts of peace, in which he took delight ; and the charms LVII. 
of poetry, mufic, and converfation, often ftole him from v«<*-v^- 
his rougher occupations. He chofe fir William Davenant, l644 ' 
an ingenious poet, for his lieutenant-general : The other 
perfons, in whom he placed confidence, were more the 
inltruments of his refined pleafures, than qualified for the 
bufinefs which they undertook : And the feverity and ap- 
plication requifite to the fupport of difcipline, were quali- 
ties in which he was entirely wanting*. 

When prince Rupert, contrary to his advice, refolved 
on this battle, and iffiied all orders, without communicat- 
ing his intentions to him ; he took the field, but, he faid, 
merely as a volunteer; and, except by his perfonal courage, 
which flione out with luftre, he had no (hare in the action. 
Enraged to find that all his fuccefsful labours were ren- 
dered abortive by one acl of fatal temerity, terrified with 
the profpecl: of renewing his pains and fatigue, he re- 
folved no longer to maintain the few refources which re- 
mained to a defperate caufe, and thought that the fame 
regard to honor, which had at firfl: called him to arms, 
now required him to abandon a party, where he met 
with fuch unworthy treatment. Nsxt morning early, he 
fent word to the prince that he was inftantly to leave the 
kingdom ; and, without delay, he went to Scarborough, 
where he found a veflel, which carried him beyond lea. 
During the enfuing years, till the reftoration, he lived 
abroad in great necefiity, and faw, with indifference, his 
opulent fortune fequeftered by thofe who aiTumed the go- 
vernment of England. He difdained, by fubmiffion or 
compofition, to fhow obeifance to their ufurped authority; 
and the leaft favourable cenfors of his merit allowed, that 
the fidelity and fervices of a whole life had fufEciently 
atoned for one rafti action into which his paffion had be- 
trayed himf. 

Prince Rupert, with equal precipitation, drew off the 
remains of his army, and retired into Lancafhire. Glen- 
ham, in a few days, was obliged to furrender York ; and t ^ j u i y 
he marched out hisgarrifon with all the honors of war}.. 
Lord Fairfax, remaining in the city, ettabliflied his go- 
vernment in that whole county, and fent a thoufand 
horfe into Lancafhire, to join with the parliamentary 
forces in that quarter, and attend the motions of princu 
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CHAP. Rupert : The Scottilh army marched northwards, in or- 
LVII. der to join the earl of Calender, who Vas advancing with 
^/"Y>J ten thoufand additional forces* ; and to reduce the town 
of Newcaftle, which they took by ftorrh : The earl of 
Manchefter, with Cromwel, to whom the fame of this 
great victory was chiefly nfcribed, and who was wound- 
in the ndion, returned to the eaftern aflbciation, in 
order to recruit his armyf. 

Whii.l thefe events paflcd in the north, the king's af- 
fairs in the fouth were conducted with more fuccefs and 
greater abilities. Ruthven, a Scotchman, who had been 
created earl of Brentford, acted under the king as gene- 
ral. 

The parliament foon completed their two armies 
commanited byE/Tcx and Waller. The great zeal of the 
city facilitated this undertaking. Many fpeeches were 
made to the citizens by the parliamentary leaders, in or- 
der to excite their ardour. Hollis, in particular, exhort- 
ed them not to fpare, on this important occafion, either 
their purfes, their perfons, or their prayersf; and, in ge- 
neral, it mufl be confefied, they were fufiiciently liberal 
in all thefe contributions. The two generals had orders to 
march with their combined armies towards Oxford ; 
and, if the king retired into that city, to lay fiege to it, 
and by one enterprife, putr. period to the war. The king, 
leaving a numerous garrifon in Oxford, palled with dex- 
terity between the two armies, which had taken Abing- 
don, and had inclofed him on both fides§. He marched 
towards Worceftcr ; and Waller received orders from 
Efiex to follow him and watch his motions ; while he 
himfelf marched into the weft in queft of prince Mau- 
rice. Waller had approached within two miles of the 
royal camp, and was only feparated from it by the Se- 
vern, when he received intelligence that the king was 
advanced to Bewdly, and had directed his courfe to- 
wards Shrewfbury. In order to prevent him, Waller 
prefently difledged, and haftened by quick marches to 
that town ; while the king, fuddenly returning upon his 
own fectfttps, reached Oxford ; and having reinforced 
his army from that garrifen, now in his turn marched 
Battle ft out in queft of Waller. The two armies faced each other 
CroprcdT- 3t Cropredy-bridge near Banbury ; but the Charvvell ran 
SoiMimc between them. Next day the king decamped and march- 
ed towards Daventry. Waller ordered a confiderable dtf- 
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tachment to pafs the bridge, with an intention of falling 
on the rear of the royalifts. He was repulfed, routed r 
and purfued with confidcrable lofs*. Stunned and dif- 
heartened with this blow, his army decayed and melted, 
away by defertion ; and the king thought he might fafe- 
ly leave it, and march weft ward againft EfTex. That gene- 
ral, having obliged prince Maurice to raife the fiegc of 
Lyme, having taken Weymouth and Taunton, advanced 
ftill in his conquefts, and met with no equal oppolition. 
The king followed him, and having reinforced his army 
from all quarters, appeared in the field with an army fu- 
perior to the enemy. EfTex, retreating into Cornwal, in- 
formed the parliament of his danger, and deh'red them 
to fend an army, which might fall on the king's rear. 
General Middleton received a commifilon to execute that 
fervice; but came too late. Eflex'»army, cooped up in 
a narrow corner at Leftithiel, deprived of ali forage and 
provifions, and feeing no profpett of fuccour, was re- 
duced to the laft extremity. The king prefixed them on 
©ne fide ; pvince Maurice on another ; fir Richard Gran- 
ville on a third. Eflex, Robarts, and feme of the princi- 
pal officers, efcaped in a boat to Plymouth : Balfour 
with his horfe parted the king's out-pofts, in a thick 
mift, and got fafely to the garrifons of his own party. 
The foot under Skippon were obliged to furrender their 
arms, artillery, baggage, and ammunition ; and being 
conducted to the parliament's quarters, were difmiiTed, 
By this advantage, which was much boafted of, the 
king, befides the honour of the enterprife, obtained 
what he flood extremely in need of: The parliament, 
having preferred the men, loft what they could eafily re- 
pair! . 

No fooner did this intelligence reach .London, than 
the committee of the two kingdoms voted thanks to Ef- 
fex for his fidelity, courage, and conduct ; and this 
method of proceeding, no lefs politic than magnani- 
mous, was preferred by the parliament throughout the 
whole courfe of the war. Equally indulgent to their 
friends and rigorous to their enemies, they employed, 
with fuccefs, thefe two powerful engines of reward and 
punifhment, in confirmation of their authority. 

That the kuae might have lefs reafon to exult in the 
advantages which he had obtained in the weft, the par- 
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CHAP, liamcnt oppofed to him very numerous forces. Havirig 
LVII. armed, anew, Effex's fobdued, but not di (heartened 
{y*Y\J troops, they ordered Mnnchefter and Croinwel to march 
1 44- with their recruited forces from the eaftern aflbciation ; 
and joining their armies to thofe of Waller and Middle^ 
ton, as well as of EfTex, offer battle to the king. Charles 
Second hat- chofe his poft at Newbury, where the parliamentary ar- 
tleofNcw- m j eS) unc i er t h e earl of Manchefter, attacked him with 
bui y ' great vigour ; and that town was a fecond time the fcend 
27th oa. of the bloody animofities of the Englifli. Effex's foldiers, 
exhorting one another to repair their broken honour, 
and revenge the difgrace of Leftithiel, made an impetu- 
ous aflault on the royalifts, and having recovered fome 
of their cannon, loft in Cornwal, could not forbear em* 
bracing them with tears of joy. Though the king's troop9 
defended thcmfelves with valour, they were overpower- 
ed by numbers ; and the night came very feafonably to 
their relief, and prevented a total overthrow. Charles, 
leaving his baggage and cannon in Dennington-caftle, 
near Newbury, forthwith retreated to Wallingford, and 
thence to Oxford. There, prince Rupert and the earl of 
.Northampton joined him, with confiderable bodies of ca-» 
valry. Strengthened by this reinforcement, he ventured 
to advance towards the enemy, now employed before 
Dennington-caftle*. Effex, detained by ficknefs, had 
not joined the army fince his misfortune in Cornwal. 
Manchelter, who commanded, though his forces were 
much fupcrior to thofe of the king, declined an engage- 
Nov. ment, and rejected Cromwel's advice, who earneftly.pref- 
fed him not to neglecl: fo favourable an opportunity of 
finifhing the war. The king's army, by bringing off their 
cannon from Dennington-caftle, in the face of the ene- 
my, feemed to have fuihciently repaired the honour which 
they had loft at Newbury ; and Charles, having the fa- 
tisfa&ion to excite, between Manchefter and Cromwel, 
equal animofities with thofe which formerly took place 
between Effex and Wallerf > diftributed his army into win- 
ter quarters. 

iji Nov. Those contefts among the parliamentary generals, 
which had difturbed their military operations, were re- 
newed in London during the winter feafon ; and each be- 
ing fupported by his own faction, their mutual reproaches 
and accufations agitated the whole city and parliament. 
There had long prevailed, in that party, a fecret diftinc- 
tion, which, though the dread of the king's power had 



' Rwflnwtb, vol, vi. p. 731, kc, 



t I<i«n, vol. vii, p. 1. 



CHARLES 1. 



'53 



hitherto fupprefTed it, yet, in proportion as the hopes of 
fuecefs became nearer and more immediate, began to dif- 
cover itfelf, with high conteft and ammofity. The Inde- 
pendents, who had, at firft, taken flicker, and conceal- 
ed themfelves under the wings of the Presbyterians, 
now evidently apppeared a diftinct party, and betrayed 
very different views and pretenfions. We muft here en- 
deavour to explain the genius of this party, and of its 
leaders, who henceforth occupy the fcene of action. 

During thofe times, when the enthufiaftic fpirit met 
with iuch honour and encouragement, and was the iri^g 
mediate means of diftinction and preferment} it was 
impoflible to fet bounds to thefe holy fervours, or confine, 
.within any natural limits, what was directed towards an 
infinite and fupernatural object. Every man, as promp- 
ted by the warmth of his temper, excited by emulation, or 
" lupported by his habits of hypocrify, endeavoured to dif- 
tinquilh hirnfelf beyond his fellows, and to arrive at a 
higher pitch of faintfhip and perfection. In proportion to 
its degree of fanaticifm, each feet became dangerous and 
deftru£tive ; and as the independent* went a note highet 
than the prefbyterians, they could lefs bereftrained with- 
in any bounds of temper and moderation. From this dis- 
tinction, as from a firft principle, were derived, by a ne- 
ceffary confequence, all the other differences of thefe two 
feds. 

Tme independents rejected all ecclefiaftical eftablifh- 
ments, and would admit of no fpiritual courts, no go- 
vernment among paftors, no interpofition of the magi- 
iirate in religious concerns, no fixed encouragement an- 
nexed to any fyftem of doctrines or opinions. According 
to their principles* each congregation, united voluntarily 
and by fpiritual ties, compofed, within itfelf, a feparate 
church, and exercifed a jurifdiction, but one deftitute of 
temporal fanttions, over its own paftor and its own mem- 
bers. The election alone of the congregation was fuf- 
fkient to beftow the facerdotal character; and as allef- 
fential diftinction was denied between the laity and the 
clergy, no ceremony, no inftitution, no vocation, no im- 
pofition of hands, was, as in all other churches, fuppofed 
requifitc to convey a right to holy orders. The cnthufiafm 
of the prefbyterians led them to reject the authority of 
prelates, to throw off the reftraint of liturgies, to retrench 
ceremonies, to limit the riches and authority of the pried- 
ly office : The fanaticifm of the independents, exalted to 
a higher pitch, abolifhed ecclefiaftical government, dif- 
dained creeds and fyftems, neglected every ceremony, 
Vol. V. X 
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CHAP, and confounded all ranks ami orders. The fold ier, the 
LVII. merchant, the mechanic, indulging the fervours of zeal, 

L/W and guided by the illapfes of the lpirir, refigned himfelf 
ro-?4- to an inward and fuperior direction, and was confecrated, 
in a manner, by an immediate intcrcour-fe and commu- 
nication with heiven. 

The catholics, pretending to an infallible guide, had 
juftified, upon that principle, their doctrine and practice 
of perfecution : The prefbyterians, imagining that fuch 
clear and certain tenets, as they themfelves adopted, could 
be rejected only from a criminal ^and pertinacious obfti- 
nacy, had hitherto gratified, to the full, their bigoted 
zeal, in a like doctrine and practice: The independents, 
from the extremity of the fame zeal, were led into the 
milder principles of toleration. Their mind, fet afloat in 
the wide fea of infpiration, could confine itfelf within no 
certain limits ; and the fame variations, in which an en- 
thuliaft indulged himfelf, he was apt, by a natural train 
of thinking, to permit in others. Of all chriltian fects, 
this was the firft, which, during its profperity, as well as 
its ndveifity, always adopted the principle of toleration ; 
and it is remarkable, that fo reafonable a doctrine owed 
its origin, not to reafoning, but to the height of extrava- 
gance and fanaticifm. 

Popery and prelacy alone, whofe genius feemed to 
tend towards fuperftition, were treated by the indepen- 
dents with rigour. The doctrines too of fate ordeftiny, 
were deemed by them effential to all religion. In thele 
rigid opinions, the whole fectaries, amidft all their other 
differences, unanimoufiy concurred. 

The political fyftem of the independents kept pace 
with then religious. Not content with confining to very 
narrow limits, the power of the crown, and reducing the 
king to the rank of firft magiftrate, which was the project 
of the prefbyterians ; this feet, more ardent in the purfuit 
of liberty, afpired to a total abolition of the monarchy, 
and even of the ariftocracy ; and projected an entire 
equality of rank and order, in a republic, quite free and 
independent. In confequence of this fcheme, they were 
declared enemies to all propofals for peace, except on fuch 
terms as, they knew, it was impollible to obtain ; and they 
adhered to that maxim, which is, in the main, prudent 
and political, that whoever draws the fword againft his 
lbvereign, fhould throw away the fcabbard. By terrify- 
ing others with the fear of vengeance from the offended 
prince, they had engaged greater numbers into the op- 
pofition againft peace, than had adopted their other prin- 
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clples with regard to government and religion. And the C H A P. 
great fuccefs, which had already attended the arms of the. LVII. 
parliament, and the gi eater, which was foon expected, {S~\C\J 
confirmed them itill further in thia (ibft^cyv^ ■ l6 * w ' 

iSir Harry Vane, Oliver Cromwel, Nathaniel Fiennes, 
and Oliver St. John, the folicitor-general, were regarded 
ns the leaders of the independents. The earl of Elfex, dif- 
gufted with a war, of which he began to forcfee the per- 
nicious confequences, adhered to the prefbytcrians, and 
promoted every real'onable plan of accommodation. The 
earl of Northumberland, fond of his rank and dignity, 
regarded, with horror, a icheme, which, if it took place, 
would confound himfelf and his family with the lowefl 
in the kingdom. The earls of Warwick and Denbigh, 
fir Philip Stapleton, lir William Waller, Hollis, Mafl'ey, 
Whitlocke, Mainard, Glyn, had embraced the fame fen- 
timents. In the parliament, a confiderable majority, and 
a much greater in the nation, were attached to the prefby- 
terian party ; and it was only by cunning and deceit at 
lirtt, and afterwards by military violence, that the inde- 
pendents could entertain any hopes of fuccefs. 

The e<il! of Manchefter, provoked at the impeachment 
which the king had lodged againft him, had long forward- 
ed the war with alacrity ; but, being a ma«n of humanity 
and good principles, the view of public calamities, and 
tlie profpect of a total fubverfion of government, began to 
moderate his ardour, aad inclined him to promote peace 
on any fafe or honourable terms. He was even lufpecled, 
in the field, not to have puflied to the utmoft againft the 
king, the advantages obtained by the arms of the parlia- 
ment ; and Cromwel, in the public debates, revived the 
accufation, that this nobleman had wilfully neglected, at 
Dennington-caftle, a favourable opportunity of Gnifhing 
the war, by a total defeat of the royalifts. " 1 fhowed 
«« him evidently," laid Cromwel, **. how this fuccefs 
" might ba obtained ; and only defired leave, with my 
" own brigade of horfe, to charge the king's army in 
'•'their retreat; leaving it in the earl's choice, if he 

thought proper, to remain neuter with the reft of his 

forces: but, notwithstanding my importunity, he pof- 
" tively refufed his confent; and gave no other reafon, 
« but that, if we met with a defeat, there was an e. d of 
« our pretenlions : We fliould all be rebels and traitors, 
" and be executed and forfeited by law*." 

Manchester, by way of recrimination, informed the 



♦ CUrcn'jon, vol. v. p ■ iCi. 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



CH AP. parliament, that, at another time, Cromwel having pro- 
LVII. pofed fome fcheme, to which it feemed improbable the 

v^-v-*-' parliament would agree, he infilled and faid, My lord, if 
' 6 44- you will JTtck firm to honejl men, you Jhall find yourfelf at 
the head of an army, which Jhall give iatv both to ling and 
Parliament. " This difcourfc," continued Manchefter, 
" made the greater impreffion on me, becaufe I knew the 
" lieutenant-general to be a man of very deep defigns ; 
*' and he has even ventured to tell me, that it never 
*« would be well with England till I were mr. Montague, 
" and there were ne'er a lord or peer in the kingdom*/' 
So full was Cromwel of thefe republican projects, that, 
notwithftanding his habits of profound diflimulation, hr 
could not fo carefully guard his expreflions, but that 
fometimes his favourite notions would efcape him. 

These violent diflentions brought matters to extremi- 
ty, and pulhed the independents to the execution of their 
defigns. The prefent generals, they thought, were more 
defirous of protracting than finifhing the war ; and hav- 
ing entertained a fcheme for preferving ftill fome balance 
in the conftitution, they were afraid of entirely fubduing 
the king, and reducing him to a condition where he 
mould not be entitled to alk any conceffions. A new- 
model alone of the army could bring complete vi£tor\- 
to the parliament, and free the nation from thofe calami- 
ties under which it laboured. But how to effect this pro- 
ject was the difficulty. The authority, as well as merits, 
of Effex, was very great with the parliament. Not only 
he had ferved them all along with the moft exact and fcru- 
pulous honour : It was, in fome meafure, owing to his 
popularity, that they had ever been enabled to levy an ar- 
my, or make bend againft the royal caufe. Manchefter, 
Warwick, and the other commanders, had likewife great 
credit with the public ; nor were there any hopes of pre- 
vailing over them, but by laying the plan of an oblique 
and artificial attack, which would conceal the real pur- 
pose of their antagonifts. The Scots and Scottilh com- 
miflioners, jealous of the progrefs of the independents, 
were a new obltacle ; which, without the utmoit art and 
fubtlety, it would be difficult to furmountf. The methods 
by which this intrigue was conducted are fo lingular, and 
fliow fo fully the genius of the age, that we (hall give a 
detail of thtm, as they are delivered by lord Clarendon}. 
A fast,, on the Iaft Wcdnefday of every month, had 
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been ordered by the parliament at the beginning of thefe C H AP. 
commotions ; and their preachers, on that day, kept alive, LVH. 
by their vehement declamations, the popular prejudice en- {S~V\J 
tertained againft the king, againii prelacy, and againlt 
popery. The king, that he might combat the parliament 
with their own weapons, appointed likewife a monthly 
fait, when the people fhould be inftructed in the duties 
of loyalty and of lubmifiion to the higher powers ; and 
he chofe the fecond Friday of every month lor the devo- 
rion of the royalifts*. It was now propofed and carried 
in parliament, by the independents, that a new and more 
folemn faft fliould be voted ; when they mould implore 
the divine affiftance for extricating them from thofe per- 
plexities in which they were at preient involved. On that 
day, the preachers, after many political prayers, took care 
to treat of the reigning divifions in the parliament, and 
afcribed them entirely to the felfifh ends purfued by the 
members. In the hands of thofe members, they faid, are 
lodged all the considerable commands of the army, all the 
lucrative offices in the civil administration : And while 
the nation is falling every day into poverty, and groans 
under an infupportable load of taxes, thefe men multiply 
pofleflion on pofleflion, and will, in a little time, be maf- 
tersof all the wealth of the kingdom. That fuch perfons, 
who fatten on the calamities of their country, will ever 
embrace any effectual meafure for bringing them to a pe- 
riod, or enfuring final fuccefs to the war, cannot reafon- 
ably be expected. Lingering expedients alone will be pur- 
fued : And operations in the field concurring, in the fame 
pernicious end, with deliberations in the cabinet, civil 
commotions will for ever be perpetuated in the nation. 
After exaggerating thefe diforders, the minifters returned 
to their prayers ; and befought the Lord, that he would 
take his own work into his own hand ; and if the inftru- 
ments, whom he had hitherto employed, were not worthy 
to bring to a conclufion fo glorious a defign, that he would 
infpire others more fit,who might perfect what was begun, 
and by eftablifhing true religion, put a fpecdy period to the 
public miferies. 

On the c<!ay fubfequent to thefe devout animadverfions, 
when the parliament met, a new fpirit appeared in the 
)ooks of many. Sir Henry Vane told the commons, that, 
if ever God appeared to them, it was in the ordinances 
of ycflerday: That, as he was credibly informed by ma- 
ny, who had been prefent in different congregations, the 



* Eufliworib, vol. t1. p- 3*4- 



i 5 8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, fame lamentations and difcourfes, which the godly preach* 
LV1I. ers had made before them, had been heard in other 

^*-y-«w; churches : That fo remarkable a concurrence could pro- 
l6 *4- ceed only from the immediate operation of the Holy 
Spirit : That he therefore intreated them, in vindication 
oi their own honour, in confideration of iheir duty to God 
and their country, to lay afide all private ends, and re- 
nounce every othce attended \\ ith profit or advantage: That 
the ablonce of io many members, occupied in different 
employments, had rendered the houfe extremely thin, and 
diminifhed the authority of their determinations : And 
thathe could not forbear, for his own part, accufing him- 
fclf as one who enjoyed a gainful office, that of treafurer 
of the navy ; anil though he was poflefied of ic before 
the civil commotions, and owed it not to the favour of 
the parliament, yet was he ready to refign it, and to fa- 
crifice, to the welfare of his country, every confideration 
of private intereft and advantage. 

Cromwel next acted his part, and commended the 
preachers for having dealt with them plainly ;md impar- 
tially, and told them "of their errors, of which they were 
fo unwilling to be informed. Though they dwelt on many 
things* he laid, on which he had never before reflected ; 
yet, upon revolving them, he could not but coniefs, that, 
till there were a pjrlecf reformation in thefe particulars, 
•nothing which they undertook could poiiibiy profper. 
The parliament, no doubt, continued he, had done wifely 
on the commencement of the war, in engaging feveral of 
its members in the molt dangerous parts of it ; and 
thereby fatisfying the nation, that they intended to fliare 
all hazards with the meanefl of the people. But affairs 
are now changed. During the progrefs of military ope- 
rations, there have arifen, in the parliamentary armies, 
many excellent officers, who are qualified for higher 
commands than they are now polleflecl of. And though 
it becomes not men, engaged in fuch a caufe, to put trujl 
' in the crr.i of fiejh, yet he could afiure them, that their 
troops contained generals fit to command in any enter- 
prise in Chiiltcndom. The army indeed, he was forry to 
l.,y it, did not con.-fpond, by its difcipime, to the merit 
of the officers ; nor were there any hopes, till the prefent 
vices and diforders, which prevail among the foldiers, were 
repreflcd by a rew model, that their forces would ever be 
attended with fignal lucccfs in ;iny undertaking. 

Is oppoTiVton to tins rea Toning of the independents, 
ibaiiy erf the preibyterians Ihowed the inconvenience and 
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danger of the projected alteration. Whitlocke, in par- CHAP, 
ticular, a man of honour, who loved his country, though LVII. 
in every change of government he always adhered to the v^-v-*-' 
ruling power, laid, that befiiles the ingratitude of difcard- ,6 44« 
ing, and that by fraud and artifice, fo many noble perfons, 
to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its chief fup- 
port ; they would find it extremely difficult to fupply the 
place of men, now formed by experience to command and 
authority : That the rank alone, poflefled by fuch as were 
members of cither houfe, prevented envy, retained the 
army in obedience, and gave weight to military orders : 
That greater confidence might fafely be repofed in men 
of family and fortune, than in mere adventurers, who 
would be apt to entertain feparate views from thofe which 
were embraced by the perfons who employed them: That 
no mnxim of policy was more undifputed, than the ne- 
ceffity of preferving an infeparable connection between 
the civil and military powers, and of retaining the latter 
in Uriel iubordination to the former : Tb .t the Greeks 
and Romans, the wifeft and moft paffionate lovers of li- 
berty, had ever intruded to their ienators the command 
of armies, and had maintained an unconquerable jealoufy 
of all mercenary forces : And that fuch men alone, whofe 
interefts were involved in thofe of the public, and who 
poflefled a vote in the civil deliberations, would fuffici- 
ently refpe<£t the authority of parliament, and never could 
be tempted to turn the fword againlt thofe by whom it 
was committed to them *. 

Notwithstanding thefe reafoninga, a committee was self-deny- 
chofen to frame what was called the Self-denying ordinance t ing ordi- 
by which the members of both houfes were excluded from 
all civil and military employments, except a few offices 
which were fpecined. This ordinance was the fubjccT: of 
great debate, and, for a long time, rent the parliament 
and city into factions. But, at lait, by the prevalence of 
envy with fome ; with others of falfe modefty ; with a 
great many, of the republican and independent views ; it 
pafled the houfe of commons, and was fent to the upper 
houfe. The peers, though the fcheme was, in part, levelled 
againft their order ; though all of them were, at bottom, 
extremely averfe to it ; though they even ventured once 
to reject it ; yet poflefled fo little authority, that they 
durlt not perfevere in oppofing the refolution of the com- 
mons ; and they thought it better policy, by aq unlimited 
compliance, to ward off that ruin wkich they faw ap- 
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CHAP, preaching *. Theordinance, therefore, having palled both 
LVII. houfes, Eflex, Warwick, Manchefter, Denbigh, Waller, 
v-*-v-^ Iirereton, and many others, rcfigned their commands, and 
1644- received the thanks of parliament for their good fcrvices- 
A penfion of ten thoufand pounds a year was fettled on 
Eflex. 

1645- It was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men ; and, 
fir Thomas Fairfax was appointed general-}-. It is remark- 
able that his commiffion did not run, like that of Eflex, 
in the name of the king and parliament, but in that of 
the parliament alone: And the article concerning the fafe- 
ty of the king's perfon was omitted. So much had ani- 
mofities encreafed between the parties:}:. Cromwel, being 
a member of the lower houfa, fhould have been difcarded 
with the others ; but this impartiality would have difap- 
pointed all the views of thofe who had introduced the 
lelf-denying ordinance. He was faved by a fubtility, and 
by that political craft, in which he was fo em : „;ent. At 
the time when the other officers refigned their commif- 
fions, care was taken that he mould be fent with a body 
ol horfe, to relieve Taunton, befieged by the royalifts. 
His abfence being remarked, orders were difpatched for 
his immediate attendance in parliament j and the new 
general was directed to employ fome other officer in that 
fervice. A ready compliance was feigned ; and the very 
day was named, on which, it was averred, he would take 
his place in the houfc. But Fairfax, having appointed a 
rendezvous of the army, wrote to the parliament, and de- 
fired leave to retain, for fome days, lieutenant-general 
Cromwel, whofe advice, he faid, would be ufeful, in fup- 
plying the place of thofe officers who had refigned. 
Shortly after, he begged, with much earneftnefs, that thev 
would allpw Cromwel to ferve that campaign^. And 
thus the independents, though the minority, prevailed by 
art and cunning over the prefbyterians, and beftowed the 
whole military authority, in appearance, upon Fairfax ; 
in reality, upon Cromwel. 
Fairfax. Fairfax was a perfon equally eminent for courage and 
for humanity ; and though ltrongly infected with preju- 
dices, or principles derived from religious and party zeal, 
he feems never, in the courfe of his public conduct, to 
have been diverted, by private intereft or ambition, from 
adhering ftri&ly to jhefe principles. Sincere in his pro- 
feflions ; difmterefted in his views •, open in his conduct -, 

* Rufli. vol. vii. p. 8. ij. t Whi;lockc, p. 118. Rufli. 
vt>l. vii. p. 7. t Whitlocke, p. IJ3- 

§ Clarendon, vol. v. p. 620, 630. V'hitiockc, p. 141. 
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he had formed one of the moft {hining characters of the 
age ; had not the extreme narrownefs of his genius, in 
every thing but in war, and his embarrali'ed and confufed 
elocution on every occafion but when he gave orders, di- 
miniihed the luftre of his merit, and rendered the part 
which he acted, even when vefled with the fupreme com- 
mand, but fecondary and fubordinate. 

CROMWfL, by whofe fagacity and inGnuation Fairfax 
was entirely governed, is one of the moll eminent and 
moll fingular perfonages that occurs in hillory : The 
ltrokes of his character are as open and ftronglv marked, 
as the fcliemes of his conduct were, during the time, 
dark and impenetrable. His extenfive capacity enabled 
him to form the moll enlarged projects: His enterprifmg 
genius was not difmayed with the boldeft and moft dan* 
gerous. Carried, by his natunri temper, to magnanimity, 
to grandeur, and to an imperious and domineering policy} 
he yet knew, when neceflary, to employ the moll profound 
diffimulation, the moft oblique and refined artifice, the 
femblance of the greateft moderation and limp'icity. A 
friend to jultice, though his public conduct was one con- 
tinued violation of it; devoted to religion, though he per- 
petually employed it as the inflrument of his ambition ; 
he was engaged in crimes from the prolpect of fovereign 
power, a temptation which is, in general, irreftifcible to 
human nature. And by ufing well that authority which 
he had attained by fraud and violence, he has leflenedj if 
Hot overpowered, our dcteflation of his enormities, by our 
admiration of his fnccefsand of his genius. 

During this important traniaction of the felf-denying 
ordinance, the negociations for peace were likewife car- 
ried on, though with fmall hopes of fuccefs. The king 
having fern: two mefiiiges, one from Evefham*, another 
from Taviltokef, defiring a treaty, the parliament dif- 
patched commifiioners to Oxford, with propofals as high 
as if they had obtained a complete victory!. The advan- 
tages gained during the campaign, and the great diltreiles 
of the royalifts, had much elevated their hopes ; and they 
were refolved to repofe> no truft in men inflamed with 
the highelt animofity againft them, and who, were they 
poiieO'ed of power, were fully authorifed by law to pun- 
ilh all their opponents as rebels and traitors. 

The king, when he confidered the propofals and the 
wifpofition af fhe parliament, could not expect any ac- 
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C II A P. eommodation, and had no profpect but of war, or of 
LVIl! total fubmiflion and fubjeaion : Yet, in order to fatibfy 

O-v-w/ his own party, who were impatient for peace, he agreed 
to fend the duke of Richmond and earl of Southampton, 
with an anfwer to the propofals of the parliament, and at 
the fame time to defire a treaty upon their mutual de- 
mands and pretenfions*. It now became neceffary for him 
to retract his former declaration, that the two houfes at 
Weftminfter were not a free parliament ; and accordingly 
) e was induced, though with great reluctance, to give 
them, in his anfwer, the appellation of the parliament of 
i jiglandf. But it appeared afterwards, by a letter which 
he •.•.vote to the queen, and of which a copy was taken at 
Nafebv, that lie fecretly entered an explanatory proteft in 
his council-book; and he pretended that, though he had 
tidied them the parliament, he had not thereby acknow- 
ledged them for fuch:f. This fubtlety, which has been fre- 
quently objected to Charles, is the moft noted of thofe 
very few inftanccs, from which the enemies of this prince 
have endeavoured to load him with the imputation of in- 
fincerity; and inferred, that the parliament could repofe 
llo confidence in his profcflions and declaratians, not even 
in his laws and ftatutes. There is, however, it mud he 
confefled, a difference uuiverfally avowed between fimply 
giving to men the appellation which they aflumc, and the 
formal acknowledgment of their title to it ; nor is any 
thing more common and familiar in all public tranf- 
aftions. 

cih f f The time of place and treaty being fettled, fixteen com- 
january. miffioners from the king met at Uxbridge, with twelve au- 
thorifed by the parliament, attended by theScottilh com-- 
miffioners. It was agreed, that the Scottifh and parlia- 
mentary commiffioners Ihould give in their demands, 
with regard to three important articles, religion, the militia, 
and Ireland ; and that thefe ihould be fucceffively difcuf- 
fed in conference with the king's commilhoners§. It was 
foon found imprasfticaple to come to any agreement with 
regard to any of thefe articles. 

* Whitlockcp. i 10. fWhitlockc, f>, tit. Dujdale, p. 748. 

t His wordt are " As for my railing thole at London a parliament, I 
fliall refer thee " to Digby for particular fu'.isfaetion ; this in general : 
" If there had been but two befides niyfclf, of my opinion, I had not 
*' done it ; and the argument that prevailed with me, wa', that the 
" calling did no ways acknowledge them to be a parliament ; upon 
11 which condition and conftruiftion I did it, and BO othenvife, and 
" accordingly it is regidercd in the council books, with the council's 
" unanimom approbation." 72c Kings tklmri apektd. Rulh. vol. iv. p- 
$4> § Whitlockc, p. iai. Dugdale, p. 758- 
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In the fummer of 1643, while negociations. were CHAP, 
carried on with Scotland, the parliament had fummoned LVII. 
an afTcmbly at Weftrninfter, confifting, of 1 21 divines and <*^/-**~> 
30 laymen, celebrated in their party for piety and learn- l6 ' 15 - 
ing. By their advice, alterations were made in the thirty- 
nine articles, orin themetaphyficaldo&r'mesof the church; 
and, what was of greater importance, the liturgy was en- 
tirely aboliihed, and, in its ftead, a new directory for wor- 
fliip was eltablifhed ; by which, fuitahly to the fpiritof the 
puritans, the utmoft liberty, both in praying and preaching, 
was indulged to the public teachers. By the fclemn league 
and covenant, epifcopacy was abjured, as deftruftive of alt 
true piety; and a national engagement, attended with 
every circumftance that could render a promife facrcd and, 
obligatory, was entered into with the Scots, never to fuf- 
fer its readmiilion. All thefe meafures fliewed little fpirit 
of accommodation in the parliament; and the king's com- 
milJioners were not furprifed to find the eftabliihment of 
prcibytery and the directory pofitively demanded, toge- 
ther with the fubfeription of the covenant, both by the 
king and kingdom*. 

' Such love of contradiction prevailed in the parliament, that they had 
converted Chrlftmas, which, with the churchmen, was a great feuival, 
into a tblctnn fiO and humiliation; In order," as they laid, * that it 
" might cailto remembrance our fins and the fins of our forefathers, / ho, 
pretendi.igto celebrate the memory of Chrift, have turned this feaft 
'* into an extreme forgetfulnefs of hi.n, bv giving libertv to carnal andfen- 
u fual delights." Rufliworth, vol. vi. p. 81 7. It is remarkable that, as the 
parliament -*hnlifhed all holy-days, and feverely prohibited all amufc- 
mcnt on the labhath; and even horned, by the hands of the hangman, 
the king's book of fports; the nation found, that there was no time left 
for relaxation or diverfion. Upon application, therefore, of the fcrvar.U 
and apprentices, the parliament appointed the fecoud Tuefday of eve- 
ry mouth for play and recreation, S-j/h. vol. vii. p. 400. WbhUckc, p. 
247. But thefe inftitutions they found great difficulty to execute; and 
the people were refolved to be merry when they thcmfclve9 pleafed, 
no: when the parliament fhould prefcribc it to them. The keeping of 
Chlifttnas holy-days was long a great mark of malignancy, and veryfe- 
vcrely cenfured by the commons. lVbitlocl.^ p. 286, Even minced pyes, 
which cuflom had made a Chriftmas difh among the churchmen, was 
r.girded, during that feafon, as a profane and fuperflitious viand by 
the fe<£taries; though at other times it agreed very well with their ftu- 
'machi- In the parliamentary ordinance, too, for the obfervancc of the 
fabbath, they inferted a claufe for the taking down of may-poles, 
■which they called aheatkenifh vanity. Since we arc upon this fubjedt, 
it msy not be amifs to mention, that, betide fetting apart Sunday for tlie 
ordinances, as they called them, the godly had regular meetings on the 
Thurfdays for refolving cafes of confeitnee, and conferring about their 
progrefs in grace. What they were chiefly anxious about, was the fining 
.the precife moment of their conversion or new birth; and whoever 
could not afcertain fo difficult a point of calculation, could not pretend 
to »ny title to faintfliip. The profane fcholars at Oxford, after the par- 
liament became mailers of that town, gave to the houfe in which the 
v Alot? ifTemblcd. the denomination pf Hauple SloJ> : The zealots in thek- 
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CHAP. Had Charles been of a difpofition tb neglect all thco- 
LV1I. logical coniroverfy, he yet had been obliged, ia'gbcdpc- 
V^-v-O lie/, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdi&ion, not only becaufc* 
l6 4j-- it was favourable to monarchy, but becaufe all his adhe- 
rents were paffionately devoted tb it; and to abandon them, 
in what they regarded as fo important an article, was for- 
ever to rclmquiih their friendship and afliftance. But 
Charles had never attained fuch enlarged principles. He 
deemed bifticps etTential to the Vety being of a chriftian 
church 5 and he thought himfelf bound, by mere facred 
tics than thofe of policy, or even of honour, to the fup- 
port of that order. His conceffions, therefore, cn this head, 
he judged fufficient, when he agreed that an indulgence 
fr.ould'be given to tender confeiences with regard to ce- 
remonies ; that the bifhops mould esercife no aft of jtt- 
r'.fdiftion or ordination, without the confent and counfel 
of fuch prelbytcrs as mould be chofen by the clergy of 
each diocefe ; that they fliould rtfide conftantly in theif 
iriioeefe, and be bound to preach every Sunday ; that plu- 
ralities be abolifhed ; that abufes in ecclefiaftical courts, 
•be redrtfl'cd •, and that a hundred thoufand pounds be. le- 
vied on the bifhops.' eftates. and the chapter lands, for pay- 
ment of debts contracted by the parliament* . Thefe con- 
ceRions, though confuierable, gave no fatisfaclion to the 
parliamentary commiflioners •, and, without abating any 
thing of thdr rigour on this head, they proceeded to. 
their demands with regard to the militia. 

The king's partifans had all along maintained, that the 
fears and jcaloufies of the parliament, after the fecuritics- 
fo early and eafily given to public liberty, were either 
feigned or groundlefs; and that no human inftitution 
could be better poifed and adjuRed, than was now the 
government of England. By the abolition of the liar- 
chamber and court of high commifiion, the prerogative, 
they faid, has loft all that coercive power by which it had 
formerly fupprefled or endangered liberty : By the efta- 
blifnment of triennial parliaments, it can have no kifure 
to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any time, 
from the infpciStion of that vigilant aflembly : By thellcn- 
der revenue of the crown, no king can ever attain fuch 
influence as to procure a repeal of thefc falutary ftatutcs. 
And while the prince commands no military force, he will 

turn, inftiltcd the fcholars and profeffbrs; and, intruding into the place 
of lectures, declaimed agninfl human learning, and ahallenged the moft 
• Knowing of them to prove that their calling was from Chrlft.Sce Wood's. 
PafU OxonicnCs, p. 740. * jJugaale, p, 779,780. 
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in v;.in, by violence, attempt fain infringement of laws, fo CH A P. 
clearly defined by means of late difputes, and lb pafiion- LVIL 
ately cheriihed by all his fubjecls. In this iituation, fure- iS~"f\J 
ly the nation, governed by lb virtuous a monarch, may, 
for the pre lent, remain in tranquility, and try whether 
it be not pofliblc, by peaceful arts, to elude that danger 
with which, it is pretended, its liberties are ftill threat- 
ened, v i'-'ij »v) •- t ikJiL | /i- ( -i:'.:. :u:\ \i ^tiuofttb w|y 

But though the royalifts infilled on thefe plaufible 
topics before the commencement of war, they were 
obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil commotions had 
fomewhat abated the force and evidence of this reafoning. 
It the power of the militia, faid the oppofitc party, be en- 
trufted to the king, it would not now be difficult for him 
to abufe that authority. By the rage of inteftine difcord, 
his partifans arcinrhmed into an extreme hatred againft 
their antagonizes ; and have contracted, no doubt, fome 
prejudices againft popular privileges, which in their ap- 
prehenfion, have been the fource of fo much diforder. 
Were the arms of the llate, therefore, put entirely into 
fuch hands, what public fecuritv, it may be demanded, 
can be given to liberty, or what private fecurity to thofe 
who, in oppofition to the letter of the law, have fo gene- 
roufly ventured their lives in its defence ? In compliance 
with this apprehenfion, Charles offered, that the arms of 
the ftate fhould be entruftcd, during three years, to twen- 
ty commiffioncrs, who fhould be named, either by com- 
mon agreement between him and the parliament, or one 
half by him, the other by the parliament. And after the 
expiration of that term, he infilled that his conftitutional 
authority over the militia, fhould again return to him*'. 

The parliamentary commifTioners at firft demanded, 
that the power of the fword fhould for ever be entrufted 
to fuch perfons as the parliament alone fhould appointf : 
But, afterv.tirds they relaxed fo far as to require that au- 
thority only for feven years after which it was not to 
return to the king, but to be fettled by bill, or by common 
agreement between him and his parliament^. The king's 
commifiioners alked, Whether jealoufies and fears were 
all on one fide, and whether the prince, from fufch violent 
attempts and pretenfions as he had experienced, had not 
atleaft, as great reafon to entertain apprehenfions for his 
authority, as they for their liberty ? Whether there were 
any equity in fecuring only one party, and leaving die other 
during the fpace of feven years, entirely at the mercy of 



* Dugdale, p. 798, t Ibid. p. 731. 
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CHAP, their enemies?- Whether, if unlimited power wire en- 
LVII. trufled to the parliament during fo long a period, it would 
L/"V\J not be eafy for them to frame the fubfequent bill in the 
1 manner moft agreeable to themfelves, and keep for ever 

pouellion of the fword, as well as of every article of civil 
power and jurifdiction* ? 

The truth is, after the commencement of war, it \va& 
very difficult, if not iropoffiblc, to find fecurity for both 
panics, efpecially for that of the parliament. Amidft fuch 
violent animofkies, power alone could enfure fafety ; and 
the power of one fide was neccfiarily attended with dan- 
ger to the other. Few or no inftances' occur in hiltory of 
an equal, peaceful, and durable accommodation, that has 
been concluded between two factions which had been en- 
flamed into civil war. 

With regard to Ireland, there were no greater hopes 
of agreement between the parties. The parliament de- 
manded, that the truce with the rebels fhould be declared 
null ; that the management of the war fhould be given 
over entirely to the parliament, and that, after the con- 
queft of Ireland, the nomination of the lord lieutenant 
and of the judges, or, in other words, the fovereignty of 
that kingdom, fhould likewife remain in their hands}. 

What rendered an accomodation more defperate was, 
that the demands on thefe three heads, however exorbi- 
tant, were acknowledged by the parliamentary commif- 
fioners, to be nothing but preliminaries. After all thefe 
were granted, it would be neceflary to proceed to the dif- 
cuflion of thofe other demands, ftill more exorbitant, 
which a little before had been tranfmitted to the king at 
Oxford. Such ignominious terms were there infilled on, 
that worfe could fcarcely be demanded, were Charles to- 
tally vanquifhed, a prifoner, and in chains. The king w.as 
required to attain and except from a general pardon, for- 
ty of the moft con fiderable of his Englifh f..»jje£ls, and 
nineteen of his Scottiih, together with all popifh recu- 
fants in both kingdoms, who had borne arms for him. It 
was infifted, that forty-eight more, with all the members 
who had fitren in either houfe at Oxford, all lawyers and 
divines who had embraced the king's party, fhould -be ren- 
dered incapable of any office, be forbidden the exercife 
of their profeffion, be prohibited from coming within the 
verge of the court, and forfeit the third of their cftates to 
the parliament. It was required, that whoever had borne 
arms for the king, fhould forfeit the tcnihof their eltates, 



* Dtijdalc, p. 877, 
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cr if that diil not fulhce, the fixth, for the payment of pub- CHAT, 
lie debts. As if royal authority were not iullkiently anni- LVII. 
hi la ted by fuch terms, it was demanded, that the court ^—y~*~> 
of wards fhould be aboliflied ; that all the conliderable of- l6 ^- 
ficers of the crown, ami all the judges, fliould be appoint- 
ed by parliament ; and that the right of peace and war 
fhould not be exercifed without the con fed t of that afl'em- 
bly*. Theprelbyterians, itmultbe confefil-d, after infill- 
ing on fuch conditions, differed only in words from the 
independents, who required the cftablifhment of a pure 
republic. When the debates had been carried on to iu 
purpole during twenty days among the commiOioners, 
they ftparated, and returned; thofe of the king, to Oxford, 
thofe of the parliament, to London. 

A little before the commencement of this fruitless 
treaty, a deed was executed by the parliament, which 
proved their determined refolutiou to yield nothing, but 
to proceed in the fame violent and imperious manner 
with which they had at fir ft entered on thefe dangerous r 
enterprifes. Archbilhop Laud, the moft favourite minifter of Lhu<l 
of the king, was brought to the fcaftbld ; and in this in- 
trance, the public might fee, that popular aiiemblies, as, by 
their very number, they are, in a great meafure, exempt 
from the reftraint of fhame, fo, when they alfo overleap 
the bounds of law, naturally break out into acts of the 
greateft tyranny and injuftice. 

Erom the time that Laud had been committed, the 
houfe of commons, engaged in enterprifes of greater mo- 
ment, had found no leifure to finifh his impeachment ; 
^and he had patiently endured fo long an imprifonmenf 
without being brought to any trial. Alter the union with 
Scotland, the bigoted prejudices of that nation revived 
the like fpirit in England ; and the fe&aries refolved to 
gratify their vengeance in the punifhment of this prelate, 
who had fo long, by his authority, and by the execution 
of penal laws, kept their zealous fpirit under confinement. 
He was accufed of high treafon in endeavouring to fub- 
vert the fundamental laws, and of other high crimes and 
mifdemeanors. The fame illegality of an accumulative 
crime and a conftructive evidence, which appeared in the 
cafe of Straflord ; the fame violence and iniquity in con- 
ducting the trial ; are confpicuous throughout the whole 
courfe of this profecution. The groundlefs charge of po- 
pery, though belied by his whole life and conduct, was 
continually urged againft the prifoner ; and every error 1 
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CHAP, rendered unpardonable by this imputation, which was 
LVII. fuppofed to imply the height of all enormities. " This 

^S~V\J " man, my lords," faid fergeant Wilde, concluding his 
Jong fpeech againft him, " is like Naaman the Syrian ; a 
" great man, but a leper*." 

We {hall not enter into a detail of this matter, which 
at prefent, feeiris to admit of little controverly. It fuffices 
to fay, that after a long trial, and the examiwation of above 
a hundred and fifty witnefles, the commons found fo lit" 
tie likelihood of obtaining a judicial fentencc againft Laud, 
that they were obliged to have recourfe to their legillative 
authority, and to pafs an ordinance for taking away the 
life of this aged prelate. Notwithstanding the low condi- 
tion into which the houfe of peers was fallen, there ap- 
peared fomc intention of rejecting this oidinance; and 
the popular leaders were again obliged to apply to the 
multitude, and to extinguiih, bv threats of new tumults, 
the fmall remains of liberty poflefled by the upper houfe. 
Seven peers alone voted in this important quellion. The 
reft, either from fhame or fear, took care to abfent them- 
felvesf . 

Laud, who had behaved during his trial with fpirit and 
vigour of genius, funk not under the horrors of his cxe* 
cuticn ; but though he had ufually profefled himfelf appre* 
henfive of a violent death, he found all his fears to be diffi* 
pated before that fuperior courage by which lie was ani- 
mated. « No one," faid he, " can be more willing to fend 
«< me out of life, than I am defirous to go." Even upon 
the fcaftbld, and during the intervals of his prayers, he was 
harafled and molefted by fir John Clotworthy, a zealot of 
the reigning fed, and a great leader in the lower houfe t 
This was the time he chofe for examining the principles 
of the dying primate, and trepanning him into a confef* 
fion, that he truftcd for his falvation to the merits of good 
works, not to the death of the Redeemer}. Having extri- 
cated himfelf from thefe theological toils, the archbifhop 
laid his head on the block ; and it was fevered from the 
body at one blow§. Thofe religious opinions, for which 
he iuffered, contributed, no doubt, to the courage and 
conftancy of his end. Sincere he undoubtedly was, and, 
however mifguided, actuated by pious motives in all his 
purfuits ; and it is to be regretted, that a man of fuch 
fpirit, who conducted his enterprifes with fo much warmth 
and induftry, had not entertained more enlarged views, 
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and embraced principles more favourable to the general CHAP, 
happinefs of fociety. LVIL 

The great find important advantage, which the party L/~\T\J 
gained by Strafford's death, may, in fome degree, palliate l0 4j. 
the iniquity ol the fentence pronounced againft him : But 
the execution of this old, infirm prelate, who had fo long 
remained an inoffenfive prifoner, can be afcribed to no- 
thingbutvengeance and bigotry in thofe fevere religioniits, 
by whom the parliament was entirely governed. That he 
deferved a better fate was not queftioned by any reafon- 
able man ; The degree of his merit, in other refpedts, was 
difputed. Some accufed him of recommending flaviflx 
dodtrines, of promoting perfecution, and of encouraging 
fuperftition ; while others thought that his conduct, in 
thefe three particulars, would admit of apology and ex- 
tenuation. 

That the letter of the law, as much as the moft flam- 
ing court-fermon, indicates paffive obedience is apparent: 
And though the fpirit of a limited government feems to 
require, in extraordinary cafes, fomp mitigation of fo ri- 
gorous a doctrine ; it muft be confefled, that the preced- 
ing genius of the Englifh conftitution had rendered a mil- 
take in this particular, very natural and excufable. To in- 
flict death, at lead on thofe who depart from the exact line 
of truth in thefe nice queltions, fo far from being favour- 
able to national liberty, favours ftrongly of the fpirit of ty- 
ranny and proscription. 

Toleration had hitherto been fo little the principle of 
any Chnftian feet, that even the catholics, the remnant of 
the religion profefled by their forefathers, could not ob- 
tain from the Englifh the leaft indulgence. This very 
houfe of commons, in their famous remonftrance, took 
care to juftify themfelves, as from thehigheft imputation, 
from any intention to relax the golden reins of difcipline, 
as they called them, or to grant any toleration ' : and the 
enemies of the church were fo fair from the beginning, 
as not to lay claim to liberty of confeience, which they 
called a toleration for foul-murder. They openly challen- 
ged the fuperiority, and even menaced the eftablifhed 
church with that perfecution, which they afterwards ex- 
ercifed againft her with fuch feverity. And if the queftion 
be confidered in the view of policy ; though a feet, alrea- 
dy formed and advanced, may, with good reafon, de- 
mand a toleration ; what title had the puritans to this in- 
dulgence, who were juft on the point of fenaration from 
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CHAP, the church, and whom, it might be hoped, fome whole- 
LVII. fome and legal feverities would ftill retain in obedience* ? 
(yWJ Whatever ridicule, to a philofophieal mind, may be 
»645- thrown on pious ceremonies, it mult be confefTed, that, 
during a very religious age, no inftitutions can be more 
advantageous to the rude multitude, and tend more to 
mollify that fierce and gloomy fpirit of devotion, to which 
they are fubject. Even the Englifh church, though it had 
retained a fhare of popifh ceremonies, may juftly be 
thought too naked and unadorned, and ftill to approach 
too near the abftracl: and fpiritual religion of the puritans. 
Laud and his aflbciates, by reviving a few primitive in- 
ftitutions of this nature, corrected the error of the firft re- 
formers, and prefented to the affrightened and aftonifhed 
mind, fome fenfible, exterior obfervances, which might 
occupy it during its religious exercifes, and abate the vio- 
lence of its difappointed efforts. The thought, no longer 
bent on that divine and myfterious efTence, fo fuperior to 
the narrow capacities of mankind, was able, by means of 
the new model of devotion, to relax itfelf in the contem- 
plation of pictures, poftures, veftments, buildings ; and all 
the fine arts, which minifter to religion, thereby received 
additional encouragement. The primate, it is true, con- 
ducted this fcheme, not with the enlarged fentiments and 
cool reflection of a legillator, but with the intemperate 
zeal of a feftary ; and by overlooking the circumftances 
of the times, ferved rather to enflame that religious fury 
which he meant to repref6. But this blemifh is more to be 
regarded at a general imputation on the whole age, than 
any particular failing of Laud's ; and it is fufficient for his 
vindication to obferve, that his errors were the moll ex- 
cufablc of all thofe which prevailed during that zealous 
period. 



* Sec note [11] at the end of the volume. 
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Monlrofis victories The new model of the army Bat- 
tle of Nafeby • Surrender of Brijlo l ■ The Wefl con- 
quered by Fairfax Defeat of Montrofe Eceleftajli- 

eal affairs King goes to the Scots at Newark— —End 

of the war King delivered up by the Scots. 



WHILE the king's affairs declined in England, fome 
events happened in Scotland, which feemed to 
promife him a more profperous iffue of the quarrel. 

Before the commencement of thefe civil diforders, the 
earl of Montrofe, a young nobleman of a diftinguilhed 
family, returning from his travels, had been introduced 
to the king, and had made an offer of his fervices ; but 
by the infinuations of the marquis, afterwards duke of 
Hamilton, who poffeflcd much of Charles's confidence, 
he had not been received with that cliftinttion to which 
he thought himfelf juftly entitled *. Difgufted with this 
treatment, he had forwarded all the violence of the cove- 
nanters ; and, agreeably to the natural ardour of his ge- 
nius, he had employed himfelf, during the firft Scotlifli 
infurrecYion, wirh great zeal, as well as fuccefs, in levying 
and conducting their armies. Being commiffioHed by the 
Tables to wait upon the king, while the royal army lay at 
Berwick, he was fo gained by the civilities and careflcs of 
that monarch, that he thenceforth devoted himfelf entire- 
ly, though fecretly, to his fervice, and entered into a clofe 
correfpondence with him. In the fecond infurre£tion, a 
great military command was entrufted to him by the co- 
venanters ; and he was the iirft that palled the Tweed, 
at the head of their troops, in the invafion of England. 
He found means, however, foon after, to convey a letter 
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CH A P. to the king : And by the infidelity of fome about that 
LVHI. prince; Hamilton, as was fufpecled ; a copy of this letter 

V*Y\J was fent to Leven, the Scottifli general. Being accufed 
■"645. of treachery, and a correfpondence with the enemy ; 

Montrofe openly avowed the letter, and afked the generals, 
if they dared to call their fovereign an enemy ? and by 
this bold and magnanimous behaviour, he efcaped the 
danger of an immediate profecution. As he was now ful- 
ly known to be of the royal party, he no longer concealed 
his principles ; and he endeavoured to draw thole who 
had entertained like fentiments, into a bond of affociation 
for his matter's fervice. Though thrown into prifon for 
this enterprife*, and detained fome time, he was not dif- 
couraged ; but (till continued, by his countenance and 
protection, to infufe fpirit into the diftrefled royalifts. 
Among other perfons of diftinftion, who united them- 
felves to him, was lord Napier of Merchifton, fon of the 
famous inventor of the logarithms, the perfon to whom the 
title of a Great Man is more juftly due, than to any other 
whom his country ever produced. 

Thkre was in Scotland another party, who, profeffing 
equal attachment to the king's fervice, pretended only to 
differ with Montrofe about the means of attaining the 
fame end ; and of that party, duke Hamilton was the 
leader. This nobleman had caufe to be extremely devoted 
to the king, not only by reafon of the connection of blood , 
which united him to the royal family •, but on account 
of the great confidence and favour which he had ever 
been honoured by his mailer. Being accufed by lord 
Rae, not without fume appearance of probability, of a 
confpiracy again ft the king ; Charles was fo far from 
harbouring fufpieion againlh him, that, the very firft time 
Hamilton came to court, he received him into his bed- 
chamber, and palled alone the night with himf. But 
fuch was the duke's unhappy fate or condudt, that he ef- 
caped not the imputation of treachery to his friend and 
fovereign ; and though he at laft facrificed his life in the 
king's fervice, his integrity and fincerity have not been 
thought by hiftorians entirely free from blemifh. Per- 
haps (and this is the more probable opinion) the futili- 
ties and refinements of. his conduct and his tcmporifing 
maxims, though accompanied with good intentions, have 

• It is not improper to take notice of a miftake committed by Cla- 
rendon, much to ;!.e difadvantage of this gallant nobleman; that he 
fiHtrcd the king, when his niajefty wa« in Scotland, to afTaffinate Ar- 
gyll. All the time ihe king was in Scotland, Montrofe \va» confined 
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been the chief caufe of a fufpicion, which has never yet CH API 
"been either fully proved or refuted. As much as the bold LVIif. 
and vivid lpirit of Montrofc prompted him to cnterprif- L/"Vv) 
ing meafures, as much was the cadtious temper of Hamil- 
ton inclined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory. While 
the former foretold that the Scottifli covenaters were 
fecretly forming an union with the Englilh parliament, 
and inculcated the neceflity of preventing them by ( 
fome vigorous undertaking ; the latter flill infilled, that 
every fuch attempt would precipitate them into meafures, 
to which, other wife, they were not, perhaps, inclined. 
After the Scottifh convention was fummoned without the 
king's authority, the former exclaimed, that their inten- 
tions were now vifible, and that, if fome unexpected 
blow were not ftruck, to diflipate them, they would arm 
the whole nation againfl the king ; the latter maintained 
the poilibility of outvoting the difarTected party, and fe- 
curing, by peaceful means, the allegiance of the king- 
dom*. Unhappily for the royal caufe, Hamilton's repre- 
fentations met with more credit from the king and queen, 
than thofe of Montrofe ; and the covenanters were al- 
lowed, without interruption, to proceed in all their hof- 
ti!e meafures. Montrofe then haftened to Oxford ; where 
his invectives againft Hamilton's treachery, concurring 
with the general prepofTeflion, and fupported by the un- 
fortunate event of his counfels, were entertained with 
univerfal approbation. Influenced by the clamour of his 
party, more than his own fufpicions, Charles, as foon as 
Hamilton appeared, fent him prifoner to Pendennis cattle 
in Cormwal. His brother, Laneric, who was alfo put un- 
der confinement, found means to make his efcape, and 
to fly into Scotland. 

The king's ears were now opened to Montrofe's coun- 
fels, who propofed none but the boldelt and mofl dar- 
ing, agreeably to the defperate ftate of the royal caufe in 
Scotland. Though the whole nation was fubjeft by the 
covenanters, though great armies were kept on foot by 
them, and every place guarded by a vigilant adminillra- 
tion ; he undertook, by his own credit, and that of the 
few friends who remained to the king, to raife fuch com- 
motions, as would foon oblige the malcontents to recal 
thofe forces, which had fo fenfibly thrown the balance in 
favor of the parlhmentf. Not difcouraged with the de- 
feat at Marfton-.moqr, which rendered it impoffible for 

• Clarendon, vol. iil p. 38c, 381. Rufliwerth, vol. vi. p. 980.. 
Wiihart, cap. 2. t Wilhart, cap. 3. 
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him to draw any fuccour from England ; he was content 
to ftipulate with the earl of Antrim, a nobleman of Ire- 
land, for fome fupply of men from that country. And he 
himfelf, changing his difguifes, and paffing through many 
dangers, arrived in Scotland ; where he lay concealed in 
the borders of the Highlands, and fecretly prepared the 
minds of his partifans for attempting fome great enter- 
prise*. 

No fooner were the Irifh landed, though not exceeding 
eleven hundred foot, very ill armed, than Montrofe de- 
clared himfelf, and entered upon that fcene of action 
which has rendered his name fo celebrated. About eight 
hundred of the men of Athole flocked to his ftandard. 
Five hundred men more, who had been levied by the 
covenanters, were perfuaded to embrace the royal caufe : 
And with this combined force, he haftened to attack lord 
Elcho, who lay at Perth with an army of fix thoufand 
men, aflembled upon the firft news of the Irifh invafion. 
Montrofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided with 
horfe, ill fupplied with arms and ammunition, had no- 
thing to depend on, but the courage, which he himfelf, by 
his own example, and the rapidity of his enterprifes, 
fhould infpire into his raw foldiers. Having received the 
fire of the enemy, which was anfwered chiefly by a volley 
of ftones, he rulhed amidft them with his fword drawn, 
threw them into confution, pufhed his advantage, and 
obtained a complete victory, with the flaughter of two 
thoufand of the covenantersf. 

This victory, though it augmented the renown of 
Montrofe, increafed not his power or numbers. The far 
greater part of the kingdom was exttemely attached to the 
covenant; and fuch as bore an affection to the royal 
caufe, were terrified by the eftablifhed authority of the 
oppofite party. Dreading the fuperior power of Argyle, 
who, having joined his vaflals to a force levied by the 
public, was approaching with a confiderable army; Mont- 
rofe halted northwards, in order to roufe again the mar- 
quis of Huntley and the Gordons, who, having before 
haitily taken arms, had been inftantly fupprefied by the 
covenanters. He was joined on his march by the earl of 
Airly, with his two younger fons, fir Thomas and fir David 
Ogilvy : The eldeft was, at that time, a prifoner with the 
enemy. He attacked at Aberdeen the lord Burley, who 



• Clarendon, vol. v. p. 618. Rufhworth, vol. vi p. 9! j. Wifharr, 
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commanded a force of 2500 men. After a (harp combat, CHAP, 
by his undaunted courage, which, in his fituation, waa LVIII. 
true policy, and was alfo not unaccompanied with mili- <V"YXJ 
tary (kill, he put the enemy to flight, and in the purfuit, 
did great execution upon them*. 

But by this fecond advantage, he obtained not the end 
which he expected. The envious nature of Huntley, 
jealous of Montrofe's glory, rendered him averfe to join 
an army, where he himfelf muft be fo much eclipfed by 
the fuperior merit of the general. Argyle, reinforced by 
the earl of Lothian, was behind him with a great army : 
The militia of the northern counties, Murray, Rofs,Caith- 
nefs, to the number of 5000 men, oppofed him in front, 
and guarded the banks of the Spey, a deep and rapid ri- 
ver. In order to elude thefe numerous armies, he turned 
afide into the hills, and favedhis weak, but active troops, 
in Badenoch. After fome marches and counter-marches, 
Argyle came up with him at Faivy-caftle. This noble- 
man's character, though celebrated for political courage 
and conduct, was very low for military prowefs ; and af- 
ter fome lkirmiihes, in which he was worfted, he here 
allowed Montrofc to efcape him. By quick marches, 
through thefe inacceflible mountains, that general freed 
himfelf from the fuperior forces of the covenanters. 

Such was the fituation of Montrofc, that very good 
or very ill fortune was equally deftructive to him, and di- 
minifhed his army. After every victory, his foldiers, gree- 
dy of fpoil, but deeming the fmalleft acquifition to be un- 
exhaufted riches, deferted in great numbers, and went 
home to fecure the treafures which they had acquired. 
Tired too, and fpent with halty and long marches, in the 
depth of winter, through fnowy mountains unprovided 
with every neceflary, they fell off, and left their general 
almolt alone with the Irifh, who, having no place to which 
they could retire, (till adhered to him in every fortune. 

With thefe, and fome reinforcements of the Athole- 
men, and Macdonalds whom he had recalled, Montrofe- 
fell fuddenly upon Argyle's country, and let loofe upon 
it all the rage of war ; carrying off the cattle, burning the 
houfes, and putting the inhabitants to the fword. This 
feverity, by which Montrofe fullied his victories, was the 
refult of private animofity againft the chieftain, as much 
as of zeal for the public caufe. Argyle collecting 3000 
men, marched in queft of the «nemy, who had retired 
with their plunder ; and he lay at Innerlochy, fuppofing 
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CHAP, himfelf full at a confidcrable diftance from them. The 
LVIII. earl of Seaforth, at the head of the garrifon of Invernefs, 

{y~V~\J who were veteran foldiers, joined to 5000 new-levied 
i<5-)5- troops of the northern counties, prefTed tfie royalifls on 
the other fide, and threatened them with inevitable de- 
ftruction. By a quick and unexpected march, Montrole 
hnltened to Innerlochy, and prefented himfelf in order of 
battle before the furprized, but not afltightened, cove- 
nanters. Argyle alone, feized with a panic, deferted his 
army, who (till maintained their ground, and gave battle 
to the royalifts. After a vigorous refiftance, they were de- 
2<? Feb. feated, and purfued with great flaughter*. And the power 
of the Campbells (that is Argyle's name) being thus 
broken ; the Highlanders, who were in general well af- 
fected to the royal caufe, began to join Montrofe's camp 
in great numbers. Seaforth's army difperfed of itfelf, at 
the very terror of his name. And lord Gordon, cldeft fon 
of Huntley, having efcaped from his uncle Argyle, who 
had hitherto detained him, now joined Montrofe with 
no contemptible number of his followers, attended by 
his brother, the carl of Aboine. 

The council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrofe's pro- 
grefs, began to think of a more regular plan of defence, 
againfl an enemy, whofe repeated victories had render- 
ed him extremely formidable. They fent for Baillie, an 
officer of reputation, from England; and joining him in 
command with Urrey, who had again inlijted himfelf 
among the king's enemies, they fent them to the field, 
with a confiderable army, againlt the royalifts. Montrofe, 
with a detachment of 800 men, had attacked Dundee, 2 
town extremely zealous for the covenant : and having 
carried it by aflault, had delivered it up to be plundered 
by his foldiers ; when Baillie and Urrey, with their whole 
force, were unexpectedly upon himf. His conduct and 
prtfence of mind, in this emergence, appeared confpi- 
cuous- Inftantly he called off his foldiers from plunder, 
put them in order, fecured his retreat by the moft fkilful 
meafures; and having marched fixty miles, in the face of 
an enemy much fuperior, without flopping, or allowing 
his foldiers the leaft fleep or refrcihment, he at laft fe- 
cured himfelf in the mountains. 

Baillie and Urrey now divided their troops, in order 
the better to conduct the war againft an enemy, who fur- 
prifed them, as much by the rapidity of his marches, as 

* Ruflworth, vol. vi. p. 985. Wifliart, cap. 8. 
i Rufliworth, vol. vii. p. «8. Wifiurt, cap. y. 
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by the boMncfs of his enterprifes. Urrey, at the head of C H A P. 
4000 men, met him at Alderne, neav Invernefs ; and, en- LVIII. 
couraged by the fupeviority of number, (for the covcnan- (V , r \J 
tcrs were double the rovalifts) attacked him in the poft *64J"- 
which he had chofen. Montrofe, having placed his right 
wing in ftrong ground, drew the belt of Ins forces to the 
rjther, and left no main body between them ; n defect 
which he artfully concealed, by mowing a few men 
through the trees and buihes, with which that ground was 
covered. That Urrey might have no leifure to perceive 
the ftratagem, he inftanlly led his left wing to the charge ; 
and, making a furious imprcfiron upon the covenanters, . 
drove them off the field, and gained a complete viftory*. 
in this battle, the valour of young Napier, fon to the lord 
of that name, Ihone out with fignal luftrte 

Baillie now advanced, in order to revenge Urrey's 
difcomfiture ; but, at Alford, he met, himfelf, with a lik<- 
fatef. Montrofe, weak in cavalry, here lined his troops of 
horfe with infantry ; and, after putting the enemy's horfe 
to rout, fell with united force upon their foot, who were 
entirely cut in pieces, though with the lofs of the gallant 
lord Gordon, on the part of the royaliftsj. And hiving 
thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his vigour ever 
rendered as decifive as they were fuccefsful ; he fiimmori- 
ed together all his friends and partifans, and prepared 
himfelf for marching intt> the fouthern provinces, in order 
to put a final period to the power of the covenanters, and 
diffipate the parliament, which, with great pomp and fo- 
lemnity, they had lummoned to meet at St. Johnftone's. 

While the fire was thus kindled in the north of the 
ifland, it blaaed out with no left fury in the fouth : The 
parliamentary and royal armies, as foon as the feafon 
would permit, prepared to take the field, in hopes of 
bringing their important quarrel to a quick decifion. The 
paffingof the felf-denying ordinance had been protracted 
by fo many debates and intrigues, that the fpring was far 
advanced before it received the fanfeion of both houfes; 
and it was thought dangerous, by many, to introduce, fo 
near the time of action, fuch great innovations into the 
army. Had not the. punctilious principles of Elfex en- 
gaged him, amidlt all the diigufts which he received, to 
pay implicit obedience to the parliament; this alteration 
had not been effected without fome fatal accident : Since> 
notwithstanding his prompt refignation of the command, 

• Rufiiworth, vol. vi;. p. 22?. Wifliart, cap. 10. f 2d °* Ju'Ti 
t Ruihworth, vol. vji. p. 22;. Wiflw t, cap. ix. 
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CHAP, a mutiny was generally apprehended* . Fairfax, or, more 
LVIIh properly fpeaking, Cromwel, under his name, introduced* 
L/^; r \J at laft, the new model into the army, and threw the troops 
WW" into a different fhape. From the fame men, new regiments 
and new companies were formed, different officers ap- 
pointed, and the whole military force put into fuch hands, 
.is the independents could rely on. Bw fides members of 
■parliament who were excluded, many officers, unwilling 
to ferve under tnc new generals, threw up their com- 
miffions ; and unwarily facilitated the project of putting 
the army entirely into the hands of that faction* 
fii Though the difcipline of the former parliamentary ar- 
my was not contemptible, a more cxa£f. plan was intro- 
duced, and rigoroufly executed, by thefe new command- 
ers. Valour indeed was very generally diffufed over the 
one party as well as the other, during this period: Difci- 
pline alfo was attained by the forces of the parliament : 
But the perfccTion of the military art 4 in concerting the 
general plans of action, and the operations of the field, 
-fecms ft ill, on both fides, to have been, in a great meafui e, 
wanting. Hiftorians at leuft, perhaps from their own ig- 
norance and inexperience, have not remarked any thing 
but a headlong impetuous conduct ; each party hurrying 
to a battle, where valour and fortune chiefly determined 
the fuccefs. The great ornament of hiftory, during thtfe, 
reigns, are the civil, not the military tranfactions. 
New mo- Nkv er finely was a more fmgular army aiTembled, than 

del oi the that which was now fet on foot by the parliament. To 
army. t j 10 greater number of die regiments, chaplains were not 
appointed : The officers affumed the fpiritual duty, and 
united it with their military functions. During the iuter- 
vals of aciion, they occupied themfelves in fermons, pray- 
ers, exhortations ; and the fame emulation, there atten- 
ded them, which, in the field, is fo neceilary to fupport 
the honour of that profeffion. Rapturous ecftacics fup- 
plied the place of ftudy and reflection; and while the 
zealous devotees poured out their thoughts in unpreme- 
ditated harangues, they miftook that eloquence, which, 
to their own furprife, as well as that of others, flowed 
in upon them, for divine illuminations, and for illapfci of 
the l^oly Spirit. Wherever they were quartered, they ex- 
tludcd the minifter from his pulpit ; and, ufurping his 
place, conveyed their fentiments to the audience, with all 
the authority, which followed their power, their valour, 
and their military exploits, united to their appearing zeal 
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atvl fervour. The private foldiers, feized with the fame CHAP 
Ipirit, employed their vacant hours *in prayer, in peruf- LVIU. 
ing the Holy Scriptures, in ghoftly conferences, where ^-v^"*- 
ther compared the progrefs of their fouls in grace, and l64 ' - 
mutually ftimulated each other to farther advances in the 
great work of their falvation. When they -were man h- 
ing to battle, the whole field refounded, as well with 
pfalms and fpiritual fongs adapted to the occasion, as with 
the initxuments of military mufic * ; and every man en- 
deavoured to drown the fenfe of prefent danger, in the 
prolpccl of that crown of glory which he fet before him. 
In fo holy a canfe, wounds were efteemed meritorious ; 
death, martyrdom, and the hurry and dangers of action, 
in£ead of banifhing their pious virions, rather ferved to 
imprefs their minds more ftrongly with them. 

The royalifls were defirous of throwing a ridicule on 
this fanaticifm of the parliamentary armies, without be- 
ing fenfible how much reafon they had to apprehend its 
dangerous confequences. The forces affembled by the 
king at Oxford, in the weft, and in other places, were 
equal, if not fuperior, in number, to their adverfaries; but 
actuated by a very different fpirk. That licenfe, which 
had been introduced by want of pay, had rifen to a great 
height ame nr them, and rendered them more formidable 
to their friends than to their enemies. Prince Rupert, neg- 
ligent of the people, fond of the foldiery, had indulged the 
troops in unwarrantable liberties : Wilmot, a man ofdif- 
folute manners, had promoted the fame fpirit of diforder - r 
and the licentious Goring, Gerrard, fir Richard Gran- 
ville, now carried it to a great pitch of enormity. In the 
weft efpecially, where Goring commanded, univerfal fpoil 
and havoc were committed ; and the whole country was 
laid wafte by the rapine of the army. All diftinclion of 
parties being in a manner dropped, the moft devoted 
friends of the church and monarchy wifhed therefor fuch 
fuccefs to the parliamentary forces, as might put an end 
to thefe opprelfions. The country people, defpoiled of 
their fubftance, flocked together in fever a! places, armed 
with clubs and ftaves ; and though they profefled an en- 
mity to the foldiers of both parties, their hatred was in 
molt places levelled chiefly againft the royalilfo, from 
whom they had met with the worft treatment. Many 
thoufands of thefe tumultuary peafants were aflembled in 
ditf'erent parts of Englan d ; who deftroyed all fuch ftrag- 
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CHAP. gKirg folcliers as they met with, and much inferred the 
LVIIL armies*. 

i-*-^/-^ The difpofition of the forces on both fides, was as fol- 
lows : Part of the Scottifli army was emploped in taking 
Pomfret and other towns in Yorkfhire : Part of it be- 
fiegcd Cnrlific, valiantly defended by fir Thomas Glen- 
ham. Chefler, where Biron commanded, had long been 
blockaded by lir William Brereton ; and was reduced to 
great diflicuitics. The king, being joined by the princes 
Rupert and Maurice,, lay at Oxford, with a confiderable 
-rmv, about- 15,000 men, Fairfax and Cromwel were 
polled at Winrifbr, v/ith the new- mode! led army, about 
22, coo men. Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, defen- 
ded by Blake, fullered a long fiege from fir Richard Gran- 
ville, who commanded an army of about Sooo men \. 
v.r.d though the defence had been obftinate, the garrifon. 
was now reduced to the laft extremity. Goring co.mman* 
tied in the welt, an army of nearly the fame mimberf. 

On opening the campaign, the king formed the pro- 
ject of relieving Chefter ; Fairfax, that of relieving 
Taunton. '1 he king was firft in motion. When he ad- 
vanced to Draitcn in Shropshire, Biron met him, and 
brought intelligence, that his approach had raifed the 
fiege, and that the parliamentary army nad withdrawn^ 
Fairfax, kaving reached Saliibury in his road weftward, 
received orders from the committee of both kingdoms, 
appointed for the management of the war, to return and 
lay fiege to Oxford, now expofed by the king's abfence. 
He obeyed, after fending colonel Weldon to the welt, 
with a detachment of 4000 men. On Weldon's approach* 
Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with this whole army 
was upon him, raifed the fiege, and allowed his pertinacious 
town, now half taken and half burned, to receive relief : 
But the royalifts, being reinforced with 3000 horfe under 
Goring, again advanced to Taunton, and (hut up Weldon, 
with his imall army, in that ruinous place*. 

j he king, having efrec*ied his purpofe with regard to. 
Chefter, returned fouthwards ; and, in his way, fat down 
before Leicefter, a garrifon of the parliament's. Having' 
made a breach in the wall, lie ftormed the town on all 
fides •, and, after a furious alTault, the foldiers entered 
fword in hand, and committed all thofe diforders to which 
their natural violence, efpecially when enflamed by refifi. 
tance, is fo much addi£ted$. A great booty was takes, 

* Rufhworth, vol.vii, p. 52,61, 62. Whitlocke.p. 130, 131. 133. 
»3J, Clarendon, vol, v. jjj, $65. ' + Rufli. vol. vii. p. 18, 19. i;c, 
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and distributed among them : Fifteen hundred prifoncrs CHAP, 
fell into the kind's h.mds. This fuccefs, which ltruck I. VIII. 
terror into the parliamentary p^rty, determined Fairfax to (yv\J 
leave Oxford, which he was be -inning to approach; and J 6 4J- 
he marched towards the king, with an intention of offer- 
ing him battle. The king was advancing towards Oxford, 
in order to raife the fi-ge, which, he apprehended, was 
now begun ; and both armies, ere they were aware, had 
advanced within fix miles of each other. A council of 
war was called by the king, in order to deliberate con- 
cerning the meafures which he fhculd now purfue. On 
the one hand, it feemed more prudent to delay the com- 
bat ; becaufe Gerrard, who lay in Wales with 3000 men, 
might be enabled, in a little time, to join the army; and 
Goring, it was hoped, would foon be maftcr of Taunton ; 
and having put the weft in full fecurity, would then unit© 
his forces to thole of the king, and give him an incon* , 
teftibha fuperiority over the enemy. On the other hand, 
prince Rupert, whofe boiling ardour ftiil pufhed him on 
to battle, excited the impatient humour of the nobility 
and gentry, of which the army was full ; and urged the 
many difficulties under which the royalifts laboured, and 
from which' nothing but a victory could relieve them : 
The reiolution was taken to give battle to Fairfax ; and 
the royal army immediately advanced upon him. 

At Nafcby was fought, with forces nearly equal, this Battfcof 
decifive and well-difputed action, between the king and NafeUy. 
parliament. The main body of the royalifts was com- 
manded by the king himfelf ; The right wing by prince 
Rupert ; the left by fir Marmaduke Langdale. Fairfax, 
feconded by Skippon, placed himfelf in the main body of 
the oppofite army ; Cromwel in the right wing : Ireton, 
Cromwell's fon-in-law, in the left. The charge was begun, 
with his ufual celerity and ufual fuccefs, by prince Ru- 
pert. Though Ireton made ftout refiftance, and even after 
he was run through the thigh with a pike, Hill main- 
tained the combat, till he was'taken prifoner ; yet was 
that whole wing broken, and purfued with precipitate 
fury by Rupert : He was even fo inconfiderate as to lofe 
time in fummoning and attacking the artillery of the ene- 
my, which had been left with a good guard of infantry. 
The king led on his main body, and difplayed, in this ac- 
tion, all the conduct of a prudent general, and all the 
valour of a ftout foldier*. Fairfax and Skippon encoun- 
tered him, and well fupported that reputation which they 
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CH A P. had actpriredi Skippon, being: dangeroufiy wounded, wns 
LVIII. defired by Fairfax to leave the field ; but declared that he 
ty~y"\J would remain there as long as one man maintained his 
ground'. The infantry of the parliament was broken, 
and nreflcd upon by the king ; till Fairfax, with great 
prefence of mind, brought up rhe referve, and renewed 
the combat. Meanwh.i.e Cromv.el, having; ltd on h;s 
trocps to the attack of Langdale, overbore the force of 
the royaliflj, r.rd by his prudence improved that advan- 
tage which he had gained by his valour. Having puriucd 
the enemy about a quarter of a mile, and detached feme 
troops to prevent their rallying ; he turned back upon the 
king's infantry, and threw them into the utmoft confufion.. 
One regiment alone preferved its order unbroken, though 
twice defperateiv aflailed by Fairfax : And that general, 
excited by fo fteady a refinance, ordered Doyley, the cap- 
tain of his life-guard, to give them a third charge in 
front, while he himfelf attacked them in rear. The regi- 
ment was broken. Fairfax, with his own hands, killed an 
enfign, and, having feized the colours, gave them to a 
foldier to keep for him. The foldier afterwards boafUng 
that he had won this trophy, was reproved by Doyley, 
who had feen the aclion ; Let him retain that honour, faid 
Fairfax, I have to-day acquired enough he/idef. 

Prince Rupert, fenfible too late of his error, left the 
fruitlefs attack on the enemy's artillery, and joined the 
king, whofe infantry was now totally difcomfited. Charles 
mhorted this body of cavalry not to defpair, and cried 
ntoud to them, ore charge wore, and we recover the dax%. 
But the difadvantages under which they laboured, were 
loo evident j and they could by no means be induced to 
renew the combat. Charles was obliged to quit the field, 
and leave the victory to the enemy$. The ilain, on the 
lide of the parliament, exceeded thofe on the fide of the 
king : They loll a thoufand men; he not above eight hun- 
dred. But Fairfax made ^co officers prifoners, and 4000 
private men; took all the king's artillery and ammunition; 
and totally diflipated his infantry: So that fcarce any vic- 
tory could be more complete than that which he obtained- 

Among the other fpoils, was feized the king's cabinet, 
with the copies of his letters to the queen, which the par- 
liament afterwards ordered to be publiihedjj. They chofe, 
wo doubt, fuch of them as they thought would relief difc- 

• P.nfS. vol. vii. p. 43. Vhitlocke, p. 
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Jftmour on him : Yet, upon the whole, the letters are CHAP- 
written with delicacy and tendcrnefs, and give an advan- LVIII. 
tageous idea both or" the king's genius and morals. A ^^\r~^ 
mighty fondnef3, it is true, and attachment, he expreffes t*tl- 
to his confort, and often profeffes that he never would 
embrace any meafures which fhe difapproved ; liut fuch 
declarations of civility and confidence are not always to 
b_ taken in a full literal fcalc. ' And lb legitimate an af- 
fection, avowed by the laws of God and man, may, per- 
haps, be excufable towards a woman of beauty and fpirit, 
even though fhe was a papift*. 

Tctu Athenians, having intercepted a letter written by 
their enemy, Philip of Maccdon, to his wife, Giympia ; 
fo far from being moved by a curiofity of prying into the 
fecrets of that relation, immediately lent the letter to the 
queen unopened. I'hilip was not their fuvcreign ; nor 
were they enflamed with that violent animofiry againit 
him, which attends all civil commotions. 

Ar i er the battle, the.k'mg retreated with that body of 
horfe which remained entire, firit to Hereford, then to 
Abergavenny ; and remained fome time in Wales, from 
the vain hope of railing a body of infantry in thofe liar- 
raflbd and exhauftcd quarters. Fairfax, having firit re- i ;t!» junt. 
taken Leicefter, which was furrendered upon articles, be- 
gan to deliberate concerning his future cntcrpriies. A let- 
ter was brought him written by Goring to the jdng,»atkl 
unfortunately entrulted to a fpy of Fairfax's. Goring 
there informed the king, that in three weeks he hoped-to 
be mailer of Taunton ; after which he would join his 
majefty with all the forces in the well ; and entreated 
him, in the mean while, to avoid coming to any general 
action. This letter, which, had it been fafely delivered, 
had probably prevented the battle of Nafeby, ferved now 
to direct- the operations of Fairfax |-. After leaving a bo- 
dy of 3000 men to Pointz and Roffiter, with orders to 
attend the king's motions, he marched immediately tj 

* H.-irne has pultli llied the following extract from a manafcript work 
of fir Simon (J'£v*es, who was rto mea.i man ia the parliamentary oa r ty. 
''On Thurfday, the 30th. and la!t day of thia inftant, June 1615, I 
" went to Whitehall, purpofcly to fee the ijucen, which 1 did fully all 
" the time fne fat at dinner. [ percei/d her to be a inoft abfuJuta deli- 
" care lady, after I had exa-Aly furrey'd all the features of her face, 
" much cnliven'd by her rjdiaut and f^arkling black cytrs. Bcfidee, her 
" department among her women was fo fwect and humble, and her 
" fyeech and looks to her other fervants fo mild and gracious, as I 
" could not abftain from divers deep-fetched Gghs, to confider, that 
" (lie wanted the knowledge of the :rac religion." See preface to ths 
Chronicle of DunUablc, p. 64. 
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CHAP, the wef^ with a view of faving Taunton, and rupprfeflitig 

LV1II. the only corifiderable force which now remained to the 

L/^/XJ royalifts. 
i6«. In xhc beginning of the campaign, Charles, apprthen- 

five of the event, had ftnt the prince of Wales, then fif- 
teen years of age, to the weft, with the title of general, 
and had given orders, if he were prefTed by the enemy, 
that he fhould make his efcnpc into a foreign country, and 
favc one part of the royal family from the violence ot the 
parliament. Prince Rupert had thrown himfelf into Brif- 
tol, with an intention of defending that important city. 
Goring commanded the army before Taunton. 

20th July. On Fairfax's approach, the fiege of Taunton was raifed ; 

and the royalifts retired to Lamport, an open town in the 
county of Somerfet. Fairfax attacked them in that poft, 
beat them from it, killed about three hundred men, and 
took 1400 prifoners*. After this advantage, he fat down 
before Bridgcwatcr, a town efteemed ftrong, and of great 
confequence in that country. When he had entered the 
outer town by ftorm, Windham the governor, who had 
retired into the inner, immediately capitulated, and deli- 
vered up the place to Fairfax. The garrifon, to the num- 

&3 d J ul}r " ber of 2600 men, were made prifoners of war. 

x, having next taken Bath and Sherborne, re- 
folved to hj fiege to Briftol, and made great preparations 
for an enterprife, which, from the ftrength of the garri- 
fon, and the reputation of prince Rupert, the governor, 
wns deemed of the laft importance. But, fo precarious' in 
rnoft men is this quality of military courage ! a poorer 
defence was not made by any town during the whole war j 
and the general expectations were here extremely difap- 
pointed. No fooner had the parliamentary forces entered 
the lines by ftorm, than the prince capitulated, and fur- 

iith Sept. rendered the city to Fairfax-)-. A few days before, he had 
w ritten a letter to the king, in which he undertook to de- 
fend the place for four months, if no mutiny obliged 

Ftitrcndcr him to furrender it* Charles, who was forming fchemes, 

of Briftol. and collecting forces, for the relief of Briftol, was afto- 
nifhed at fo unexpected an event, which was little lei's 
fatal to his caufe than the defeat at Nafebyf ; Full of in- 
dignation, he ihftanbly recalled all prince Rupert's com- 
nsilfioHS, and fent him a pafs to go beyond feaj. 

The king's affairs now went laft 1 0 ruin in all quar-* 



• Riiflworth, vol. vii. p. 55. t Mem, Ibid. p. 83. t Clarcnilon, 
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ters. The Scots, having mack them felvcs matters of C^AP. 
Carline*, after an obftinate fiege, marched fouthwards, j/vTII. 
and l:iid fiege to Hereford; but were obliged to raife it L/"VAJ 
on the king's approach: and this was the laft glimpfe of l(> AS- 
fuccefs which attended his arms. Having marched to the 
relief of Chefter, which was anew befieged by the par- 
liamentary forces under colonel Jones, Vointz attacked 
his rear, and obliged him to give battle. While the fight 2<itl1 Se P t - 
was continued with great obftinacy, and victory feemed 
to incline to the royalifts, Jones fell upon them from the 
other fide, and put them to rout, with the lofs of 600 
flain, and 1000 prifonersf. The king, with the remains 
, of hid broken army, fled to Newark, and thence cfcaped 
to Oxford, where he (hut himfelf up during the winter 
feafon. 

The news which he received from every quarter, were 
no lei's Fatal than thofe events which palTed where he him- 
felf was prefent. Fairfax and Cromwel, after the furren- 
dtr of ^riftol, having divided their forces, the former 
m^jrqhed v/e it wards, in order to complete the conqueft 
of Devonfiiire .md Cornwal ; the latter attacked the 
king's garrifons which lay to the eaft of Briftol. The De- 
vizes were furrendered to Cromwel ; Berkeley caftle was 
taken by ftorm ; Winchefter capitulated ; Bafing-houle 
was entered fword in hand : and all thefe middle coun- 
ties of England were, in a little time, reduced to obedi- 
ence under the parliament. 

The fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attended 1646. 
Fairfax. The parliamentary forces, elated by paft vi£to- weft . 
ries, governed by the moll rigid difcipline, met with no by Fair- 
equal oppolition from troops, difmayed by repeated de- fax. 
feats, and corrupted by licentious manners. After beat- 
ing up the quarters of the royalifts at Bovey-Tracy, Fair- 18th Jan. 
fax fat down before Dartmouth, and in a few days en- 
tered it by ftorm. Poudram caftle being taken by him, and 
Exeter blockaded on all fides ; Hopton, a man of merit, 
who now commanded the royalifts, having advanced to 
the relief of that town with an army of 8000 men, met 
with the parliamentary army at Torrington ; where he 19th Feb, 
was defeated, all his foot difperfed, and he himfelf, with 
his horfe, obliged to retire into Cornwal. Fairfax followed 
him, and vigoroufly.purfued the victory. Having enclofed 
the royalifts at Truro, he forced the whole army, confift- 
ing of 5000 men, chiefly cavalry, to furrender upon 
terms. The foldicrs, delivering up their horfes and arms, 
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were allowed to difband, and received twenty (hillings n* 
piece, to carry them to their refpective abodes. Such of 
the officers as dcfired it, had panes to retire beyond fea : 
The others, having promifed never more to bear arms, 
payed compofitions to the parliament', and procured 
their pnrdonf. And thus Fairfax, after taking Exeter, 
which completed the conqueft of the weft, nrnched, 
with his victorious army, to the centre of the kingdom, 
and fixed his camp at Newbury. The prince of Wales, 
in purfuance of the king's orders, retired to Scilly, thence 
to Jerfey ; whence he went to Paris ; where he joined 
the queen, who had fled thither from Exeter, at the time, 
the earl of Eflex conducted the parliamentary army to 
the weft. 

In the other parts of England. Hereford was taken by 
furprife : Chtfter furrendered : Lord Digby, who had at- 
tempted, with 1 200 horfe, to break into Scotland and join 
Montrofe, was defeated at Sherburn, in YoTkfhire, by 
colonel Copley, his whole force was difperfed ; and he 
J himfelf was obliged to fly, firft to the Ifle of Man, thence 
to Ireland. News too arrived that Montrofe himfelf, after 
fome more fucctiTcs, w as at laft routed ; and this only re- 
maining hope of the royal party finally extinguifhed. 

When Montrofe defcended into the fouthcrn counties, 
the covenanters, aflembling their whole force, met him 
with a numerous army, and gave him battle, but without 
fuccefs, at Kilfyth+. This was the moft complete victory 
that Montrofe ever obtained. The royalifts put to the 
fword fix thoufand of their enemies, and left the cove- 
nanters no remains of any army in Scotland. The whole 
kingdom was fruken with tliefe repeated fuccefles of 
Montrofe; and many noblemen, who fecretly favoured 
the royal caufe, now declared openly for it, when they 
faw a force able to fupport them. The marquis of Doug- 
las, the earls of Annandale and Hartfield, the lords 
Fleming, Scton, Maderty, Carnegy, with many others, 
flocked to the royal ftundard. Edinburgh opened its gates, 
and y;ave liberty to all the prifoners there detained by the 
covenanters. Among the reft was lord Ogilvy, fon of 
Airly, whole family had contributed extremely to the vic- 
tory gained at Kilfyth$. 

David Lelly was detached from the army in England, 

* Thefe compofitions were different, according to the demerits of 
the^erl'on : But by » vote of the houfc, they could not be under two 
years rent of the delini]uc/it's eftatc. Journ. nth of Auguft, 1648. 
V'iiitlocke, p. 160. + Rufli. vol. vii. p, 10S. t I jtll Augufl, 1645. 
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and marched to the relief of his diftrefled party in Scot- 
land. Montrofe advanced Hill farther to the ibuth, allured 
by vain hopes, both of roufing to arms the earls of Hume, 
Traquaire, and Roxhorough, who had promifed to join 
him ; and of obtaining from England fome fupply of ca- 
valry, in which he was deficient. By the negligence of 
his fcouts, Lefly, at Philip-haugh in the Foreft, fur- 
prifed his army, much diminilhed in numbers, from the 
defertion of the Highlanders, who had retired to the hills, 
according to cuftom, in order to fecure their plunder. 
After a fharp conflict, where Montrofe exerted great 
valour, his forces were routed by Lefly's cavalry* : and he 
himfelf was obliged to fly, with his broken forces, into 
the mountains ; where he again prepared himfelf for new 
battles and new enterprifes.f 

The covenanters ufed the victory with rigour. Their 
prifoners, fir Robert Spotifwood, lecretary of ftate, and 
fon to the late primate, fir Philip Nifbet, fir William Rol- 
lo, colonel Nathaniel Gordon, Andrew Guthry, fon of 
the bifhop of Murray, William Murray, fon of the earl 
of Tullibardine, were condemned and executed. The fole 
crime, imputed to the fecretary, was his delivering to 
Montrofe the king's commiflion to be captain-general of 
Scotland. Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken prifbner, 
would have undergone the fame fate, had not his lifter 
found means to procure his efcape, by changing clothes 
with him. For this inftance of courage and dexterity, 
fhe met with harfh ufage. The clergy folicited the parlia- 
ment, that more royalifts might be executed ; but could 
not obtain their requeft|. 

After all thefe repeated difafters, which everywhere 
befel the royal party, there remained only one body of 
troops, on which fortune could exercife her rigour. Lord 
Aftley, with a fmall army of 3000 men, chiefly cavalry, 
marching to Oxford, in order to join the king, was met 
at Stowe by colonel Morgan, and entirely defeated-, him- 
felf being taken prifoner. " You have done your work," 
faid Aftley to the parliamentary officers ; " and may now 
'** go to play, unlefs you choofe to fall out among your- 
« felves§." 
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CHAP. The condition of the king, during this whole winter, 
LVIII. was, to the laft degree, difaftrous and melancholy. As 
t^AVXJ the dread of ills is commonly more oppreffive than their 
1646. rea i p re f encC) perhaps in no period of his life was he 
more juftly the object of compafTicn. His vigour of 
mind, which, though it fometimes failed him in acting, 
never deferted him in his fufferings, was what alone fup- 
pcrted him ; and he was determined, as he wrote to lord 
Digby, if he could not live as a king, to die like a gentle- 
man ; nor fhould any of his friends, he faid, ever have 
reafon to blufh for the prince whom they had fo unfor- 
tunately ferved*. The muTmurs of discontented officers, 
on the one hand, harraffed their unhappy Sovereign ; 
while they over-rated thofe Services and Sufferings which, 
they now faw, muft for ever go unrewarded-}-. The af- 
fectionate duty, cn the other hand, of his more generous 
friends, who reSpected his misfortunes and his virtues, 
as much as his dignity, wrung his heart with a new Sor- 
row ; when he reflected, that fuch difinterefted attach- 
ment would fo Soon be expoSed to the rigour oS his im- 
placable enemies. Repeated attempts, which he made 
for a peaceSul and equitable accommodation with the 
parliament, Served to no purpoSe but to convince them, 
that the victory was entirely in their hands. They deign- 
7 ed not to make the leaft reply to feveral of his meffages, 
in which he deSired a pafiport Sor commiSSionersJ. At 
laft, aSter reproaching him with the blood Spilt during 
the war, they told him, that they were preparing bills for 
him ; and his paSfing them would be the beit pledge of 
his inclination towards peace : In other words, he muft 
yield at diScretion§. He defired a perSonal treaty, and of- 
fered to come to London, upon receiving a Safe-conduct: 
for himfelf and his attendants : They absolutely refufed 
him admittance, and iffued orders for the guarding, that 
is, the Seizing of his perfon, in cafe he fhould attempt to 
viSitthem^. A new incident, which happened in Ireland, 
ferved to inflame the minds of men, and to increafe thoSe 
calumnies with which his enemies had So much loaded 
him, and which he ever regarded as the moft grievous 
part of his misfortunes. 

After the ceffation with the Irifn rebels, the king 
was deSirous of concluding a final peace with them, and 

• Cartc'i Ormond, vol. iii. No. 433- t Walker, p. 147. 

* R "fliworth, vol. vii. p. 215, &c. § Ibid. vol. vii. p. 207. 210. 
C artndon, vol. iv. p. 744. ^ Rufhworth, vol. vii. p. 240. 
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obtaining their afliftance in England : and he gave autho- CHAP, 
rity to Ormond, lord lieutenant, to prcmife them an abro- LVIII. 
gr.tion of all the penal laws enacted agninlt catholics; toge- >^-y~**J 
ther with the i'uipenfion of Poining's ftatute, -with regard 
to fome particular bills, which fhould be agreed on. Lord 
Herbert, created earl of Glamorgan (though his patent had 
not yet pafled the feals) having occafion for his private 
affairs to go to Ireland, the king confidered, that this no- 
bleman, being a> catholic, and allied to the beft Irifh fa- 
milies, might be of fervice : He alfo forefaw, that farther 
conceffions with regard to religion might probably be 
demanded by the bigoted Irifh ; and that, as thefe concef- 
fions, however necellary, would give great fcandal to the 
proteftant zealots in his three kingdoms, it would be re- 
quifite both to conceal them during fome time, and to 
preferve Ormond's character, by giving private orders to 
Glamorgan to conclude and iign thefe articles. But as he 
had a better opinion of Glamorgan's zeal and affection for 
his fervice, than of his capacity, he enjoined him to com- 
municate all his meafures to Ormond ; and though the fi- 
nal conclufion of the treaty muft be executed only in Gla- 
morgan's own name, he was required to be directed, in the 
fteps towards it, by the opinion of the lord lieutenant. 
Glamorgan, bigoted to his religion, and paflionate for the 
king's fervice, but guided in thefe purfuits by no manner 
of judgment or difcretion, fecretly, of himfelf, without 
any communication with Ormond, concluded a peace 
with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed in the king's 
name, that the Irifh ihould enjoy all the churches of which 
they had ever been in pofTeffion fince the commencement 
of their infurrection ; on condition that they fhould affift 
the king in England, Yvith a body of ten thoufand men. 
This tranfaclion was difcovered by accident. The titu- 
lar archbifhop of Tuam being killed by a fally of the 
garrifon of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were found 
among his baggage, and were immediately publifhed eve- 
ry-where, and copies of them fent over to the Englifh par- 
liament*. The lord lieutenant and lord Digby, forefeeing 
the clamour which would be raifed againft the king, com- 
mitted Glamorgan to prifon, charged him withtreafon for 
his temerity, and maintained, that he had acted altogether 
without any authority from his mafter. The Englifh par- 
liament, however, neglefted not fo favourable an oppor- 
tunity of reviving the old clamour with regard to the 
king's favour of popery, and accufed him of delivering 

• Rufhworth, toI. vii. p. 239. 
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CH A P. over, in a manner, the whole kingdom of Ireland to that 

LVIII. hated feci. The king told them, " That the earl of Gla- 
; \J morgan having made an offer to raife forces in the king- 
1646. <« dom of Ireland, and to conduct them into England for 
« his majefty's fcrvice, had a commiffion to that purpofe, 
*f and to that purpofe only, and that he had no commif-. 
" fion at all to treat of any thing elfe, without the privity 
«« and direction of the lord lieutenant, much lefs to capi- 
u . tulate any thing concerning religion, or any property 
** belonging either to church or laity*." Though this de- 
claration feems agreeable to truth, it gave no Satisfaction 
to the parliament ; and fome historians, even at prefent, 
when the ancient bigotry is fomewhat abated, are defirous 
of reprefenting this very innocent tranfaction, in which 
the king was engaged by the moft violent neceflaty, as a 
ftain on the memory of that unfortunate prince f. 

Having loft all hope of prevailing over die rigour of 
the parliament, either by arms or by treaty, the only re- 
fource which remained to the king, was derived from the 
intcftine diflenfions, which ran very high among his ene- 
mies. Prefbytetians and independents, even before their 
victory was fully completed, fell into contefts about the di- 
vifion of the fpoil ; and their religious as well as civil dif- 
putes agitated the whole kingdom. 

The parliament though they had early abolilhed epis- 
copal authority, had not, during fo long a time, fubftitued 
any other fpiritual government in its place *, and their 
committees of religion had hitherto aflumed the whole 
ecclefiaftical jurifdiction : But they now eflabliihed, by 
an ordinance, the prefbyterian model in all its forms of 

J'>rle(in(ti- congregational, clajjical, provincial, and national aflemblics. 

cal affairj. ^11 the inhabitants of each parifh were ordered to meet 
and choofe elders, on whom, together with the minifter, 
was beftowed the entire direction of all fpiritual concerns 
within the congregation. A number of neighbouring pa- 
liflies, commonly between twelve and twenty, formed a 
clafhs ; and the court, which governed this divifion, was 
compoftd of all the minifters, together with two, three, or 
four elders chofen from each pariih. The provincial af- 
iembly retained an infpecticn over feveral neighbour- 
ing ciallLs, and was compofed entirely of clergymen : '1 he 
national affembly was conftituted in the fame manner ; 
and its authority extended over the whole kingdom. It is 
probable, that the tyranny exerciied by the Scottifh clergy 
had given warning not to allow laymen a place in the pro- 
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vincial or national affemblics ; led the nobility and more CH AP. 
confulerable gentry, foliciting a feat in thele great eccle- LVUI. 
fiallical courts, fhould beftow a confederation upon them, (yY\j 
and render them, in the eyes of the multitude, a rival to "646- 
the parliament. In the inferior courts, the mixture of the 
laity might ferve rather to temper the ufual zeal cf the 
clergy . 

But though the prefbyterians, by the eftablifhment of 
parity among the ecclefiaftics, were fo far gratified, they 
were denied fatisfaftion in fe'veral other points, on which 
they were extremely intent. The affembly of divines had 
voted prefbytery to be the divine right : The parliament 
refufed their aflent to that decifionf. Selden, Whitlocke, 
and other political reafoners, afiifted by the independents, 
had prevailed in this important deliberation. They thought, 
that, had the bigoted religionifts been able to get their 
heavenly charter recognifed, the prefbyters would foon 
become more dangerous to the magiftrate than had ever 
been the prelatical clergy. Thefe latter while they claimed 
to themfelves a divine right, admitted of a like origin to 
civil au:hority : The former, challenging to their own or- 
der a celeftial pedigree, derived the legiflative power from 
a fource no more dignified than the voluntary affbeiation 
of the people. 

Under colour of keeping the facraments from profana- 
tiun, the clergy of all chriftian feds had affumed, what 
they call the power of the keys, or the right of fulminat- 
ing excommunication. The example of Scotland was a 
fufficient leffon for the parliament to ufe precaution in 
guarding againft fo fevere a tyranny. They determined, 
by a general ordinance, all the cafes in which excommu- 
nication could be ufed. They allowed of appeals to par- 
liament from all ecclefiaftical courts. And they appoint- 
ed commiffioners in every province to judge of fuch cafes 
as fell not within their general ordinance:}:. So much civil 
authority, intermixed with the ecclefiaftical, gave difguft 
to all the zealots. 

But nothing was attended with more univerfal fcan- 
dal than the propenfity of many in the parliament towards 
a toleration of the proteftant fc&aries. The prefbyterians 
exclaimed, that this indulgence made the church of Chrift 
refemble Noah's ark, and rendered it a receptacle for all 
unclean bealls. They infilled, that the leaft of (Thrift's 
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CHAP, truths was fuperior to all political qonfid orations*. 
LVIII. They maintained the eternal obligation impoftd by the co- 
venant to extirpate herefy and fchifm. And ihey menaced 
l0 4 6 - all their opponents with the fame rigid perfecution, un- 
der which they themfelves had groaned, when held in fub- 
je&ion by the hierarchy. 

So great prudence and referve, in fuch material points, 
does great honour to the parliament ; and proves that, 
notwithftanding the prevaleucy of bigotry and fanaticifm, 
there were manv members who had more enlarged views, 
and paid regard to the civil interefts of fcciety. Thefe men, 
uniting themfelves to the enthufiafts, whofe genius is na^ 
tuxally averfe to clerical ufurpations, exercifed lb jealous 
r.n authority over the affembly of divines, that they allow- 
ed them nothing but the liberty of tendering advice, and 
would not entruft them even with the power of electing 
their own chairman or his fubftitute, or of fupplying the 
vacancies of their own members. 

While thefe difputes were canvafTed by theologians, 
who engaged in their fpiritual contefts every order of the 
ftate ; the king, though he entertained hopes of reaping 
advantage from thofe divifions, was much at a lofs which 
fide it would be moft for his intereft to comply with. The 
prefbyterians were, by their principles, the leaft averfe to 
regal authority, but were rigidly bent on the extirpation of 
prelacy : The independents were refolute to lay the foun- 
dation of a republican government ; but as they pretend- 
ed not to ereft themfelves into a national church, it might 
be hoped, that, if gratified with a toleration, they would 
admit the re-eftablifliment of the hierarchy. So great at- 
tachment had the king to cpilcopal jurifdiftion, that he 
was ever inclined to put it in balance even with his own 
power and kingly office. 

]iyr whatever advantage he might hope to reap from 
the divifions in the parliamentary party, he was npprehen- 
five, left it fhould come too late to fave him from the de- 
ftrucYion with which he was inftantly threatened. Fairfax 
was approaching with a powerful and victorious army, 
and was taking the proper meafures for laying fiege to 
Oxford, which muft infallibly fall into his hands. To be 
taken captive, and led in triumph by his infolent enemies, 
was what Charles juftly abhorred ; and every infult, if not 
violence, was to be dreaded, from that enthufiaftic foldi- 
ery, who hated his perfon and defpifed his dignity. In 
this defperate extremity, he embraced a meafure, which, 
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in any other fituation, might lie under the imputation of C H A P. 
imprudence and indiscretion. LVIII. 

Motrevili.e, the Trench minifter, interested for the v^^-v^*-/ 
king more by the natural Sentiments of humanity, than 
any inftructions from his court, which feemed rather to 
favour the parliament, had folicited the Scottifh generals 
and commiffioners, to give protection to their diftrefled 
fovereign ; and having received many general proleffions 
and promifes, he had always tranfmitted thefe, perhaps 
with fome exaggeration, to the king. From his fuggeftioViS, 
Charles began to entertain thoughts of leaving Oxford, 
and Hying to the Scottilh army, which at that time lay be- 
fore Newark" . He confidered, that the Scottilh nation 
had been fully gratified in all their demands ; and having 
already, in their own country, annihiliated both epifcopa- 
cy and regal authority, had no farther conceffions to exacl} 
from him. In all difputes which had panned about fettlin g 
the terms of peace, the Scots, he heard, had (till adhered 
to the milder fide, and had endeavoured to foften the ri- 
gour of the Englilh parliament. Great difgufis alfo, on 
other accounts, had taken place between the nations ; and 
- the Scots found that, in proportion as their affiftance be- 
. came lefs neceflary, lefs value was put upon them. The 
progrefs of the independents gave them great alarm •, and 
they were fcandalifed to hear their beloved covenant 
lpoken of, every day, with lefs regard and reverence. The. 
refufal of a divine right to prefbytery, and the infringing 
of ecclefiaftical difcipline from political confederations, 
were, to them, the fubjeft of much offence : and the king 
liODed, that, in their prefent difpofition, the fight of their 
native prince, flying to them in this extremity of diftrefs, 
would roufe every fpark of generofity in their bofom, and 
procure him their favour and protection. 

That he might the better conceal his intentions, or- 
ders were given at every gate in Oxford, for allowing 
three perfons to pafs ; and in the night the king, accom- 
panied by none but dr. Hudfon and mr. Alhburnham, 
went out at that gate which leads to London. He rode 
before a portmanteau, and called himfelf Afnburnham's 
fervant. He palled through Henley, St. Albans, and came 
fo near to London as Harrow on the Hill. He once en- 
tertained thoughts of entering that city, and of throwing 
himfelf on the mercy of the parliament. But at laft, after 
paffing through many crofs roads, he arrived at the Scot- 
tifh camp bsfore Newarkf. The parliament, hearing of 5t'i May. 
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CHAP, his efcape from Oxford, iflued rigorous orders, and 
i/VUl. threatened with inftant death whoever mould harbour or 
L^Y>J conceal him*. 

to ^ Hf ' '^ cottl ^' g encra ' s ar "l commiflioncrs affected great 

to the * iiirprifc o.i the appearance of the king : and though they 
Scotch paid him all the exterior refpect due to his dignity, they 
c*mp at infiantly frt a guard upon him, under colour of protec- 
tion, and made him in reality a prifoner. They inform- 
ed the Englith parliament of this unexpected incident, 
(lured them that they had entered into no private 
' .treaty with the king. They applied to him for orders to 
Btllalis, governor of Newark, to furrender that toun, 
now reduced to extremity ; and the orders were infiantly 
obeyed. And hearing that the parliament laid claim to 
the entire difpofal of the king's perfon, and that the 
Unglifh army was 'making fonie motions towards them ; 
they thought proper to retire northwards, and to fix their 
camp at Newcaftlef. 

This meafure was very grateful to the king ; and he 
began to entertain hopes of protection from the Scots. 
He was particularly attentive to the behaviour of their 
preachers, on whom all depended. It was the mode of 
that age to make the pulpit the fecne of news ; and on 
every great event, the whole fcripture was ranfacked by 
the clergy for pailages applicable to the prefent occafion. 
The firlt miniiter who preached before the king, chofe 
thefe words for his text : " And behold all the men of 
" lfrael came to the king, and faid unto him, Why have 
" our brethren, the men of Judah, fiolcn thee away, and 
" have brought the king and his houfehold, and all Da- 
** vid's men with him, over Jordan ? And all the men of 
" Judah anfwered the men of lfrael, Becaufe the king 
, " is near of kin to us } wherefore then be ye angry for 

M this matter ? Have we eaten at all of the king's coft ? 
" or hath he given us any gift ? And the men of lfrael 
" anfwered the men of judah, and faid, We have ten 
" parts in the king, and we have alfo more right in Da- 
« vid than ye : AVTiy then did ye defpife us, that our ad- 
«• vice (hould not be firft had in bringing back our king ? 
M and the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than 
" the words of the men of lfrael];." But the king foon 
found, that the happinefs chiefly of the allufion had 
tempted the preacher to employ this text, and that the 

* WhiilccUe, p. 209. t Ruf.i. vol. vii. p. 2;i. ClArendon.vol.v.p 13. 
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covenanting zealots were no-wife pacified towards him. C HAP. 
Another preacher, after reproaching him to his face with LV1II. 
his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm to be fung; L/"V>J 

Why daft thou, tyrant, boajl thyftlf 
Thy wicked deeds to pr.vfe ? 

The king ftood up, and called for that pfalm which be- 
gins with thefe words, 

Have mercy, Lord, on me, I pray ; 
For men would me devour : 

The good-natured audience, in pity to fallen majefty, 
mowed, for once, greater deference to the king than to 
the minilter, and fung the pfalm which the former had 
called for '. 

Charles had very little reafon to be pleufed with his 
Situation. He noX. only found himfelf a prifoner, very 
ftricHy guarded : All his friends were kept at a diftance ; 
and no intercourfe, either by letters or converfation, Wfl* 
allowed him with any one on whom he could depend, or 
who was fufpected of any attachment towards him. The 
Scottifli generals would enter into no confidence with him ; 
and ftill treated him with diftant ceremony and feigned 
refpecl. And every propofal, which they made him, 
tended farther to his abafement, and to his ruinf . 

They required him to iflue orders to Oxford, and all 
his other garrifons, commanding their furrender to the 
parliament: And the king, fenfible that their refiflance 
was to very little purpofe, willingly complied. The terms 
given to moft of them were honourable •> and Fairfax, as 
far as it lay in his power, was very exadt in obferving 
them. Far from allowing violence ; he would not even 
permit infults, or triumph over the unfortunate royalifb ; 
and by his generous humanity, fo cruel a civil war was 
ended, in appearance very calmly, between the parties. 

Ormond, having received like orders, delivered Dub- 
lin, and other forts, into ihe hands of the parliamentary 
officers. Montrofe alfo, after having experienced Hill 
more variety of good and bad fortune, threw down his 
arms, and retired out of the kingdom. 

Thv marquis of Worcefter, a man paft eighty-four, 
was the laft in England that fubmitted to the authority of 
the parliament. He defended Raglan-caftle to extremity j 
and opened not its gates till the middle of Auguft. Four 
years, a few days excepted, were now elapfed, fince the 
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CHAP, king firft erected his ftandard at Nottingham*. So long 
LVIII. had the Britifh nations, b\ civil and 1 el gious quarrels, 

v-^-v-*^ been occupied in {bedding their own blood, and laying 
J646. walte their native country. 

The parliament and the Scots laid their propofals be- 
fore the king. 'J hey were fuch as a captive entirely at 
mercy, could expect from the molt inexorable victor: Yet 
were they little worle than what were infilled on before 
the battle of Nakby. The power of the fv. ord, inftead of 
ten, which the king no.', offered, was demanded for 5 
twenty years, together with a right to levy whatever mo- 
ney the; parliament fhould think proper for the funport of 
their armies. The other conditions were, in the main, 
the fame with thofe which had formerly been ofiere>i to 
the kingf. 

Charms faid, that propofals, which* introduced fuch 
important innovations in the conltitution, demanded time 
for deliberation : The commilfioners replied, that he mull 
give his anfwer in ten days|. He defired to realon about 
the meaning »nd import of fome terms : They informed 
him, that they had no power of debate ; and peremptorily 
required his confent or refufal. He requeued a perioral 
treaty with the parliament: They threatened, that if he 
delayed compliance, the parliament would, by their own 
authority, fettle the nation. 

What the parliament was moft intent upon, was not 
their treaty with the king, to whom they paid little regard, 
but that with the Scots. Two important points remained 
to be fettled v ith that nation ; their delivery of the king, 
and the eflimaticn of their arrears. 

The Scots might pretend, that, as Charles was king of 
Scotland as well as of England, they uere entitled to an 
equal vote in the ciifpofal of his perfon : and tliat, in fuch 
a cafe, where the titles are equal, and the fubject indivisi- 
ble, the preference was due to the prefent poffeffor. The 
Englilh maintained, that the king, being in England, was 
comprehended within the jurifdi&ion of that kingdom, 
and could not be difpofed of by any foreign nation. A 
delicatt queltion this, and what luvely could not be deci- 
ded by precedent; fincc fuch a fituation is not, any where, 
to be found in hiftory§. 

As the Scots concurred with the Englifh, in impofmg 
fuch fevere conditions on the king, that, notwithstanding 
his unfortunate fituation, he ftill refufed to accept of them; 
it is certain that they did not delire his freedom : Nor 

* Rulhworth, vol. v\. p. 293. f It»id. p. 309. -f Ibid, vol. vii. p. 319. 
§ Ru£h\vort!i, vol. vii. p, 333. 
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could they ever intend to join lenity and rigour together, CHAP, 
in fo incontinent a manner. Before the fettlcruent of LVIII. 
terms, the aamiriiftration muft be poflcffed entirely by the v^-y"^-' 
parliaments of both kingdoms ; and how incompatible l6 ' ,< '• 
that fcheme with the liberty of the king, is eafily imagin- 
ed. To carry him a prifoner into Scotland, where few 
forces could be fupported to guard him, was a meafure fo 
full of inconvenience and danger, that, even if the Englifh 
had confented to it, it muft have appeared to the Scots 
themfelvcs altogether uneligible : and how could fuch a 
plan be fupported in opposition to England, pofiefled of 
iuch numerous and victorious armies, which were, at 
that time, at leaft feemed to be, in entire union with the 
parliament ? The only expedient, it is obvious, which the 
Scots could embrace, if they fcrupled wholly to abandon 
the king, was immediately to return, fully and cordially, 
to their allegiance ; and, uniting themfelves with the roy- 
alifls in both kingdoms, endeavour, by force of arms, to 
reduce the Englifh parliament to more moderate condi- 
tions : But befides that this meafure was full of extreme 
hazard ; what v\as it but inftantly to combine with their 
old enemies againft their old friends ; and, in a fit of ro- 
mantic generofity, overturn what, with fo much expence 
of blood and treafure, they had, during the courfe of fo 
many years, been fo carefully erecting ? 

But, though all thefe reflections occurred to the Scot- 
tifh commilhoners, they refoived to prolong the difpute, 
and to keep the king as a pledge for thofe arrears which 
they claimed from England, and which they were not 
likely, in the prefent difpofition of that nation, to obtain 
by any other expedient. The fum, by their account, 
amounted to near two millions : For they had received 
little regular pay fince they had entered England. And 
though the contributions which they bad levied, as well as 
the price of their living at free quarters, muft be deduc- 
ted ; yet ft ill the fum which they infilled on was very 
confiderablc. After many difcuffions, it was, at laft, a- 
greed, that, in lieu of all demands, they fhould accept of 
400,000 pounds, one half to be paid inftantly, another in 
two fubfequent payments*. 

Grkat pains were taken by the Scots (and the Englifh 
complied with their pretended delicacy) to make this efti- 
mation and payment of arrears appear a quite different 
tranfaftion from that for the delivery of the king's perfon : 
JJut common fenfe requires, that they fhould be regarded 

- t % '■> 

•Kuffiworth, vpl.vii. p. 326. Par. Hill. vol. xv. p. 33$. 
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CHAP, as one and the fame. The Engiilh, it is evident, had they 
LVIII. not been prt vioufly nfiured of receiving the king, would 

L/~V\J never have parted withfo confiderable a fum ; and, while 
1646. they weakened themfelves, by the fame meafure have 
llrcngthened a people, w'-th whom they mull afterwards 
have fo material an intereft to difcufs. 

Thus the Scottifli nation underwent, and (till under- 
go (for fuch grievous (tains are not eafily wiped off) the 
reproach of felling their king, and betraying their prince 
for money. In vain did they maintain, that this money 
was, on account of former fervices, undoubtedly their duej 
that in their prefent fituation, no other meafure 1 , without 
the utmoft indifcretion, or even their apparant ruin, could 
be embraced ; and that, though they delivered their king 
into the hands of his open enemies, they were themfelves 
as much his open enemies as thofe to whom they furren- 
dered him, and their common hatred againft him had 
long united the two parties in Uriel: alliance with each 
other. They were Hill anfwered, that they made ufe of 
this fcandalous expedient for obtaining their wages ; and 
that, after taking arms, without any provocation, againft 
their fovereign, who had ever loved and cheriflied them, 
they had defervedly fallen into a fituation, from which 
they could not extricate themfelves, without either infa- 
my or imprudence. 

The infamy of this bargan had fuch an influence on 
the Seottilh parliament, that they once voted, that the 
king tliuuld be protected, and his liberty infilled on. But 
the general aflcmbly interpofed, and pronounced, that, as 
lie had refufed to take the covenant, which was preflecl 
on him, it became not the godly to concern themfelves 
about his fortunes. After this declaration, it behoved the 
parliament to retract their vote*. 

Intelligence concerning the final refolution of the 
Seottilh nation to furrender him, was brought to the 
king ; and he happened, at that very time, to be playing 
at chefs-)-. Such command of temper did he poflefs, that 
he continued his game without interruption ; and none of 
the by-flanders could perceive, that the letter which he 
peruled, had brought him news of any confequencc. The 
Engiilh comrr.ilLoners, who, fome days after, came to 
take him under their cullody, were admitted to kifs his 
hands ; and he received them with the fame grace and 
cheerfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no ether errand 



% • Pari. Hift. vol. xv. p. 243, 244, t Burnet's Memoirs of 

the Hamilton*. 



CHARLES I* 199 

than to pay court to him. The old earl of Pembroke in C H A P. 
particular, who was one of them, he congratulated on 'his LVIII. 
ilrength and vigour, that he was ftill able, during fuch a v^-v~^ 
fcafon, to perform fo long a journey, in company with fo ,6 +7- 
many young people. 

The king, being delivered over by the Scots to the Kinc dcli- 
Englilh commiffioners, was conducted, under a guard, to veredupbj 
Holdenby, in the county of Northampton. On his jour- 
ney, the whole country flocked to behold him, moved 
partly bycuriofity, partly by compaffion and afl'c£tion. If 
any ftill retained rancour again (t him, in his prefent con- 
dition, they paffed in (ilence ; while his well-wifhers, more 
generous than prudent, accompanied his march with tears, 
with acclamations, and with prayers for his fafety That 
ancient fuperftition likewife, of defiling the king's touch 
in fcronhulous diftcmpcrs, feemcd ro acquire frelh credit 
among the people, from the general tendernefs which -be- 
gan to prevail for this virtuous and unhappy monarch. 

The commifliotiers rendered his confinement at Hol- 
denby very rigorous; dilmiffing his ancient fervants, de- 
barring him from vifits, and cutting ofr'all communication 
with his friends or family. The parliament, though ear- 
ntilly applied to by the king, refuted to allow his chaplains 
to attend him, becaufe they had not taken the covenant. 
The king refufed to afliit at the fervice exercifed accor- 
ding to the directory ; becaufe he had not as yet given his 
con fen t to tint mr,»'e of worfhipf. Such religious zeal 
prevailed on both fides ! And fuch was the unhappy and 
tliltratted condition to which it had reduced king and 
people ! < 

Duris'g the time that the king remained in the Scot- 
tifh army at Newcaftle, died the earl of EfTex, the dis- 
carded, but (till powerful and popular general of the par- 
liament. His death, in this conjuncture, was a public mil- 
fortune. Fully fenfible of the excefles to which affairs had 
been carried, and of the worfe confequences which were 
ftill to be apprehended, he had relolved to conciliate a 
peace, and to remedy, as far as poffible, all thofe ills to 
which, from miftake rather than any bad intentions, he 
had himfelf fo much contributed. The preibyterian,'Or the 
moderate party among the commons, found themlelvcs 
confiderably weakened by his death : and the (mall re- 
mains of authority which ftill adhered to the houfe of 
peers, were in a manner wholly extinguilhcdj. 



* Ludlow Herbert. f Clarendon, vol. v. p. 39. Warwick^ 

p. zo8. i Clarendon, vol, v. p. 43. 
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Mutiny of the army The kingfeizcd by Joyce The af* 

my march againjl the parliament The army fubdue the 

parliament The king flies to tie IJle of Wight Se- 

eond civil war Invafion from Scotland The trea- 
ty of Newport The civil war and invafion repreffcd 

The king feized again by the army The houfe 

purged— —The king's trial — And execution — And cha- 
racler. 



CH AP ^ | "'HE dominion of the parliament was of fhort dura- 
LIX ' Ji- t ' on " ^° f° oner had tnev fubdued their fovereign, 
(^-y-^j than their own fervants rofe againft them, and tumbled 
I( j 47t them from their flippery throne. The facred boundaries 
of the laws being once violated, nothing remained to con- 
fine the wild projefts of zeal and ambition. And every 
, fucceffive revolution became a precedent for that which 

followed it. 

In proportion as the terror of the king's power diminish- 
ed, the divifion between independent and prefbyterian be- 
came every day more apparent ; and the neuters found 
it at laft requifite to feek flicker in one or the other fac- 
tion. Many new writs were hTued for elections, in the 
room of members who had died, or were difqualified by 
adhering to the king ; yet ftill the prefbyterians retained 
the fuperiority among the commons : and all the peers, 
except lord Say, were efleemed of that party. The inde- 
pendents, to whom the inferior fe£taries adhered, predo- 
minated in the army : and the troops of the new model 
were univerfally infected witk that enthufiaftic fpirit. To 
their affiftance did the independent party among the com- 
mons chiefly truft, in their projects for acquiring the at- 
tendant over their antagonifts. 

Soon after the retreat of the Scots, the prefbyterians, 
feeing every thing reduced to obedience, began to talk of 
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dtminifhing the army: and, on pretence of eafing the CHAP, 
public burdens, they levelled a deadly blow at the oppo- LIX. 
file faction. They purpofed to embark a ftrong detach- ^^v-^~* 
ment, under Skippen and Maffey, for the fervice of Ire- l647 * 
land : They openly declared their intention of making 
a great reduction of the remainder*. It was even ima- 
gined, that another new model of the army was projected, 
in order to regain to the prefbyterians that fuperiority 
which they had fo imprudently loft by the formerf. 

The army had fmall inclination to the fervice of Ire- 
land : a country barbarous, uncultivated, and laid wafte 
by maflacres and civil commotions : They had lefs incli- 
nation to difband, and to renounce that pay, which, hav- 
ing earned it through fatigues and dangers, they now 
purpofed to enjoy in eafe and tranquility. And moft of 
the officers, having rifen from the dregs of the people, 
had no other profpecT:, if deprived of their commiffion, 
than that of returning to languifh in their native poverty 
and obfcurity. 

These motives of intereft acquired additional influ- 
ence, and became more dangerous to the parliament, 
from the religious fpirit by which the army was univer- 
faliy actuated. Among the generality of men, educated 
in regular, civilized focieties, the fentiments of fhame, 
duty, honor, have confiderable authority, and ferve to 
counterbalance and direct the motives derived from pri- 
vate advantage : But, by the predominancy of enthufiafm 
among the parliamentary forces, thefe falutary principles 
loft their credit, and were regarded as mere human in* 
ventions, yea, moral inftitutions, fitter for heathens than 
for chriftians^. The faint, refigned over to fuperior gui- 
dance, was at full liberty to gratify all his appetites, dif- 
guifed under the appearance of pious zeal. And, befides 
the ftrange corruptions engendered by this fpirit, it elu- 
ded and loofened all the ties of morality, and gave entire 
fcope, and even fanction, to the felfifhne'fs and ambition 
which naturally adhere to the human mind* 

The military confeflors were farther encouraged in 
difobedience to fuperiors, by that fpiritual pride to which 
a miftaken piety is fo fubject. They were not, they faid, 
mere janizaries; mercenary troops inlifted for hire, and 
to be difpofed of at the Will of their paymafters||. Reli- 

• Fourteen thoufand men were only intended to be kept up ; GooC 
hdrfe, 6eoo toot, and 2000 dragoons. Batc9. 
> t Rufh. vol. yii. p. 564. I Rufli. vol. vi. p. 134. 
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CHAP, gion and liberty were the motives which had excited them 
LIX. to arms ; and they had a fuperior right to fee thofe blef- 

{^Y'\J fings, which they had purchased with their blood, enfur- 
i64?- ed to future generations. By the fame title that the pref- 
byterians, in contradiftincrion to the royalifts, had ap- 
propriated to themfelves the epithet of godly, or the well- 
ajftfied*, the independents did now, in contradiftinction 
to the prefbyterians, aflume this magnificent a| pellation, 
andarrogate all the afcendant which naturally belongs to it. 

Hearing of parties in the houfe of commons, and be- 
ing informed that the minority were Iriends to the army, 
the majority enemies •, the troops naturally interefted 
themferves in that dangerous diftincTtion, and were eager 
to give the fuperiority to their partifans. "Whatever hard- 
(hips they underwent, though perhaps derived from ine- 
vitable neceffity, were afcribed to a fettled defign of op- 
preffing them, and refentcd as an effect of the animofity 
and malice of their adverfaries. 

Notwithstanding the great revenue, which accrued 
from taxes, afleflments, lequellrations, and compofitions, 
confiderable arrears were due to the army ; and many of 
the private men, as well as officers, had near a twelve- 
month's pay (till owing them. The army fufpected, that 
this deficiency was purpofely contrived, in order to oblige 
them to live at free quarters ; and, by rendering them 
odious to the country, ferve as a pretence for difbanding 
them. When they law fuch members as were employed 
in committees and civil offices, accumulate fortunes, they 
accufed them of r.ipine and public plunder : and, as no 
plan was pointed out by the commons for the payment 
of arrears, the foldiers dreaded, that, after they ihould be 
difbanded or embarked for Ireland, their enemies, who 
predominated in the two houfes, would entirely defraud 
them of their right, and opprefsthem with impunity. 

Mutiny of On this ground or pretence did the firft commotions 

the army. begin in the army. A petition, addrefled to Fairfax the 
general, was handed about ; craving an indemnity, and 
that ratified by the king, for any illegal actions, of which, 
during the courfe of the war, the foldiers might have 
been guilty ; together with fatisfa&ion in arrears, free- 
dom from preffing, relief of widows and maimed foldiers, 
and pay till difbandedf. The commons, aware of what 
combullible materials the army was <ompofed, were 
alarmed at this intelligence. Such a combination, they 
knew, if not checked in its firft appearance, muft be at- 
tended with the mo ft dangerous confequenccs, aad muft 

" Ibid. vol. vii. p. 474. t Pari. Hift, vol. xv. p. 3}i. 
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foon exalt the milit?ry above the civil authority. Befides CHAP, 
fummoning fome officers to anfwer for this attempt, they LIX. 
immediately voted, that the petition tended to introduce [y^/ \J 
mutiny, to put conditions upon the parliament, and to "'47- 
obltrutt the relief of Ireland ; and they threatened to March 3<3 ' 
proceed agatnft the promoters of it, as enemies to the 
ftate, and difturbers of public peace*. This declaration, 
which may be deemed violent, elpecially as the amiy hatt 
fome ground for complaint, produced fatal effects. The 
foldiers lamented, that they were deprived of the privi- 
leges of Englifhmen ; that they were not allowed fo much 
as to reprefent their grievances ; that, while petitions 
from Effex and other places were openly encouraged 
againft the army, their mouths were Hopped ; and that 
they, who were the authors of liberty to the nation, were 
reduced, by a faction in parliament, to the molt grievous 
fervitude. 

In tnis difpofition was the army found by Warwickj 
Dacres, Mafley, and other commi ! :oners, who were fent 
to make them propofals for entering into the fervice of 
Irelandf. Inftead of infilling, the generality objected to 
the terms ; demanded an indemnity; were clamorous 
for their arrears : and, though they exprefled no diflatif- 
faclion againlt Skippon, who was appointed commander, 
they discovered much ftronger inclination to ferve under 
Fairfax and Cromwel|. Some officers, who were of the 
prcibyterian party, ha ing entered into engagements for 
this fervice, couid prevail on very few of the foldiers to 
ialift under them. And, as thefe officers lay all under the 
grievous reproach of defercing the army, and betraying 
the interells of their companions, the relt were further 
confirmed in that confederacy, which they had fecretly 
formed^. 

To petition and remonftrate being the moft cautions 
method of conducting a confederacy, an application to 
parliament was figned by near 200 officers: in v, hich 
they made their apology with a very imperious air, alr-r- 
ted their right of petitioning, and complained of that im- 
putation thrown upon them by the former declara"0» of 
the lower houfe||. JTie private men, lilcewi e, of £me re- 
giments, lent a letter to Skippon ; in which, together 
with infilling on the fame topics, they lamept, that de- 
figns were formed againft them and many jf the godly 
party in the kingdom ; and declare, that they could not 

* Pari. Hift. vol. xv. 344. f Rufl1 - yeU P' 
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CH A P. engage for Ireland, till they were fatisfied in their expec- 
LIX. tations, and had their juft defires granted ' . The army, in 
i t t/YV a word, felt their power, and refolved to be mafters. 

K>47- The parliament, too refolved, if poffible, to preferve 

their dominion j but being deftitute of power, and not 
retaining much authority, it was not eafy for them to em- 
ploy any expedient which could contribute to their pur- 
pofe. The expedient which they now made ufe of, was 
the worft imaginable. They fent Skippon, Cromwcl, 
Ireton, and Fleetwood, to the head-quarters at Saffron 
Weldon in Effex ; and empowered them to make offers 
to the army, and inquire into the caufe of its dijlempers. 
jgh. May. Thefe very generals, at lead the three laft, were fecretly 
the authors of all the difcontents ; and failed not to fo- 
ment thofe diforders, which they pretended to appeafe. 
By their fuggeftion, a meafure was embraced, which, at 
once, brought matters to extremity, and rendered the mu- 
tiny incurable. 

In oppofition to the parliament at Weftminfter, a mi- 
litary parliament was formed. Together with a council 
of the principal officers, which was appointed after the 
model of the houfe of peers ; a more free reprefentative 
of the army was compofed, by the election of two private 
men or inferior officers, under the title of agitators, from 
each troop or company)-. By this means, both the general 
humour of that time was gratified, intent on plans of ima- 
ginary republics ; and an eafy method contrived for con- 
ducting underhand, and propagating the fedition of the 

This terrible court, when affembled, having firft de- 
clared that they found no dijfempe rs in the army, but ma- 
» ny grievances, under which it laboured, immediately voted 
the offers of the parliament unfatisfactory. Eight weeks' 
pay alone, they faid, was promifed ; a fmall part of fifty— 
Gt weeks, which they claimed as their due : No vifible 
feturity was given for the remainder : and having been 
declared public enemies by the commons, they might here 
afftr be profecuted as fuch, unlefs the declaration were 
rcc%d^. Before matters came to this height, Cromwel 
had pitted up to London, on pretence of laying before the 
parliament the rifing difcontents of the army. 

The parliament made one vigorous effort more, to try 
the force ofvheir authority: They voted that all the troops, 
which did not engage for Ireland, ihould inftantly be dif- 

r , ^ ,,fl '- voK vii - P' 474. t Idem.ihid. p. 4§5- Clarendon, vol. v. p.43. 
t RyUi- vol, vu. p. 4^7, joj, Whiclpckt, p. 2,50. 
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banded in their quarters*. At the fame time, the council CHAP, 
of the army ordered a general rendezvous of all the regi- LIX. 
ments, in order to provide for their common interefts. L/"V~\J 
And while they thus prepared themfelves for oppofition i*47- 
to the parliament, they (truck a blow, which at once de- 
cided the victory in their favour. 

A party of five hundred horfe appeared at Holdenby, 3d J"°e- 
conducted by one Joyce, who had ones been a taylor by / j^ 1 ^ 
profelfion j but was now advanced to the rank of cornet, j 0 y CC , 
and was an active agitator in the army. Without being 
oppofed by the guard, whofe affections were all on their 
fide ; Joyce came into the king's prefence, armed with 
piftols, and told him, that he muft immediately go along 
with him. W 'hither ? faid the king. To the army ; replied 
Joyce. By what warrant ? alked the king. Joyce pointed 
to the foldiers whom he brought along; tall, handfome, 
and well, accoutred. Your warrant, faid Charles, fmiling, 
is writ in fair characlers, legible without fpelling\. The par- 
liamentary commiflioners came into the room: They alked 
Joyce, whether he had any orders frtS^ the parliament ? 
he faid, No: From the general, h'o : By what authority he 
came ? He made the fame reply as to the king: They would 
•write, they faid, to the parliament to know their pleafure. 
Ton may do Jo, replied Joyce; but in the mean time the king 
mtijl immediately go with me. Refiftance was vain. The 
king, after protracting the time as long as he could, went 
into his coach ; and was fafely conducted to the army, 
who were hafteningto their rendezvous at Triplo-Heath, 
near Cambridge. The parliament, informed of this event 
by their commiftioners, were thrown into the utmoit 
confternationj. 

Fairfax himfelf was no lefs furprifed at the king's ar- 
rival. That bold meafure, executed by Joyce, had never 
been communicated to the general. The orders were en- 
tirely verbal ; and no body avowed them. And while eve- 
ry one affected aftoniihment at the enterprife, Cromwel, 
by whofe council it had been directed, arrived from Lon- 
don, and put an end to their deliberations. 

This artful and audacious confpirator, had conducted 
himfelf in the parliament with fuch profound diflimula- 
tion, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he had long de- 
ceived thofe, who, being themfelves very dexterous prac- 
titioners in the fame artsj Ihould naturally have entertained 

* Rufliworth, vol. I'ii. p. 487. t Whitloclce, p. 154. 
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CHAP, the more fufpicion againft others. . At every intelligence of 
LIX. tliforders in the army, he was moved to the hightft pitch 
of grief and oL anger. He wept bitterly ■ He lamented 
'647. the misfortunes of his country : He advifed every violent 
meafure for fupprcfling the mutiny ; and by thefe preci- 
pitate counfels, at once feemed to evince his own fecurity, 
and inflamed thofe difcontents, of which he intended to 
make advantage. He obtefted heaven and earth, that his 
devoted attachment to the parliament had rendered him 
fo odious in the army, that his life, while among them, 
was in the utmoft danger ; and he had very narrowly ef- 
caped a confpiracy formed to afTallinate him. But infor- 
mation being brought, that the moft aclive officers and 
agitators were entirely his creatures, the parliamentary 
leaders fecretly refolved, that, next day, when he fliould 
come to the houfe, an accufation fhould be entered againft 
him and he fhould be fent to the Tower'. Cromwel, who 
in the conduct of his defperate enterprifes frequently ap- 
proached to the very blink of deftruclion, knew how to 
make the requifite turn with proper dexterity and bold- 
nefs. Being informed of this defign, he battened to the 
camp; where he was received with acclamations, and was 
inftantly inveltecl with the fupreme command, both of 
general and army. 

Fairfax, having neither talents himfelf for cabal, nor 
penetration to difcover the cabals of others, had given his 
entire confidence to Cromwel ; who, by the beft-coloured 
pretences, and by the appearance of an open fincerity and 
a fcrupulous confeience, impufed on the eafy nature of 
this brave and virtuous man. The council of officers and 
the agitators were moved altogether by Cromwel' s direc- 
tion, and conveyed his will to the w hole army. By his pro- 
found and artful conduct, he had now attained a fituation, 
where he could cover his enterprifes from public view ; 
and feeming either to obey the commands of his fuperior 
officer, or yield to the movements of the foldiers, could 
fecretly pave the way for his future greatnefs. While the 
diforders of the army were yet in their infancy, he kept 
at a diflance ; left his counterfeit averfiow might throw 
a damp upon them, or his fecret encouragement beget fuf- 
pitioa in the parliament. As foon as they came to matu- 
rity, he openly joined the troops ; and in the critical mo- 
ment, ftruck that important blow of feizing the king's 
pcrfon, and depriving the parliament of any refource of 
an accommodation with him. Though one vizor fell off, 

* Clarccdon, vol v. p, 46. 
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another full remained, to cover his natural countenance. 
"Where delay was requifite, he could employ the moll: 
indefatigable patience : Where celerity was neceflary. he 
Hew to a decifion. And by thus uniting in his perfon the 
moll oppofite talents, he was enabled to combine the 
mod contrary interefts in a fubferviency to his fecret 
purpofes. 

The parliament, though atprefentdefencelefs, was pof- 
feffed of many refources ; and time might eafily enable 
them to refill that violence with which they were threat- 
ened. Without farther deliberation, therefore, Cromwel 
advanced the army upon them, and ai rived in a few days 
at St. Albans. 

Nothing could be more popular than this hoftility 
which the army commenced agaiuft the parliament. As 
much as that affembly was once the idol of the nation, as 
much was it now become the object of general hatred 
and averfion. 

The felf-denying ordinance had no longer been put in 
execution, than till Effex, Manchefter, "Waller, and the 
other officers of that party, had refigned their commiffion: 
Immediately after, it was laid alide by tacit confent ; and 
the members, fharing all offices of power and profit among 
them, proceeded with impunity in exercifing a£ls of op- 
preffion on the helplefs nation. Though the neceflity of 
their foliation might ferve as an apology for many of their 
meafures, the people, not accuftomed to fuch a fpecies of 
government, were not difpofed to make the requifite al- 
lowances. 

A small fupply of ioa ooo pounds a year could ne- 
ver be obtained by former kings from the jealous humour 
of parliaments ; and the Englilh, of all nations in Europe, 
were the leaft accuftomed to taxes : But this parliament, 
from the commencement of the war, according to fome 
computations, had levied in five years, above forty mil- 
lions* ; yet were loaded with debts and incumbrances, 
which, dur'.ig that age, were regarded as prodigious. If 
thefe computations fhould be thought much exaggerated, 
as they probably aref , the taxes and impofitions were cer- 
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• Clement Walker's Hiftory of the Two Jantos, prefixed to his Hif- 
tory of Independency, p. 8. This is an author of fpirit and ingenuity; 
and being a zealous parliamentarian, his authority is very coafidcra- 
hlc, notwithstanding the air of fatire which prevails in' his writings. 
This computation, however, f'eems much too large; efpccially as tlic 
fequeftratiens, during the time of war, could not be fo coniidcrable ai 
afterwards. 

t Yet the fame Aim precifely is afligned in another book, ealled Rov. 
*! Treafury of England, p. 297. 
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CHAP, rainly far higher than in any former ftate of the EnghflV 
LIX. government ; and fuch popular exaggerations are, at leaft, 
{S~Y\J a proof of popular difcontents. 
i<>47- But the difpofal of this money was no lefs the object 
of general complaint againft the parliament than the levy- 
ing of it. The fum of 300,000 pounds they openly took, 
'tis affirmed*, and divided among their own members- 
The committees to whom the management of the differ- 
ent branches of revenue was entrufted, never brought 
in their accounts, and had unlimited power of fecreting 
whatever fums they pleafed from the public treafuref. 
Thefe branches were needlefsly multiplied, in order to 
render the revenue more intricate, to fhare the advanta- 
ges among greater numbers, and to conceal the frauds of 
which they were univerfally fufpecledj. 

The method of keeping accounts practifed in the ex- 
chequer, was confefledly the exa£teft, the moft ancient, 
the beft known, and the leaft liable to fraud. The ex- 
chequer was, for that reafon, abolifhed, and the revenue 
put under the management of a committee, who were 
fubjeft to no controul^. 

The excife was an odious tax, formerly unknown to the 
nation j and was now extended over provifions, and the 
common neceffaries of life. Near one half of the goods 
and chattels, and at leaft one half of the lands, rents, and 
revenues of the kingdom had been fequeftered. To great 
numbers of the royalifts, all redrefs from thefe fequeftra- 
tions was refufed : To the reft, the remedy could be ob- 
tained only by paying large compofitions and fubferibing 
the covenant, which they abhorred. Befides pitying the 
ruin and defolation of fo many ancient and honourable 
families ; indifferent fpeclators could not but blame the 
hardfhip of punilhing with fuch feverity, actions which 
the law in its ufual and moft undifputed interpretation 
ftrictly required of every fubjedt. 

The feverities too, exercifed againft the epifcopal cler- 
gy, naturally affected the royalifts, and even all men of 
candour, in a fenfible manner. By the moft moderate 
computation!!, it appears, that above one half of the eftab* 
lifhed clergy had been turned out to beggary and want, 

* Clement Walker's Hiftorv of Independency, p. 3. 166. + Ibid, 
p. 8. J Id. ibid. § ' ibid- 

|| See John Walker's Attempt towards recovering an Account of the 
Numbers and Sufferings of the Clergy. The parliament pretended to 
leave the fequeftered clergy a fifth of their revenue; but this author 
makes it fufficiently appear, that this provifion, fmall as it is, was se- 
ver regularly paid the ejciStcd clergy. 



CHARLES I. 



for no other crime than their adhering to the civil and re- CHAP, 
ligious principles in which they had been educated ; and LI A. 
for their attachment to thofc laws under whofe counte- l/YV 
nance they had at firft embraced that profeflion. To re- x647- 
nounce epifcopacy and the liturgy, and to fubferibe the 
covenant, were the only terms which could fave them from 
fo rigorous a fate ; and if the leaft mark of malignancy, as 
it was called, or affection to the king, who fo entirely loved 
them, had ever efcaped their lips, even this hard choice 
was not permitted. The facred character, which gives the 
priefthood fuch authority over mankind, becoming more 
venerable from the fufFerings endured, for the fake of 
principle, by thefe diftrefled royalifts, aggravated the ge- 
neral indignation againlt their perfecutors. 

But what excited the moft univerfal complaint was, 
the unlimited tyranny and defpotic rule of the country- 
committees. During the war, th« difcretionary powers of 
thefe courts was excufed, from xhe plea of neceflity : But 
the nation was reduced to defpair, when it faw neither end 
put to their duration, nor bounds to their authority. Thefe 
could fequefter, fine, imprifon, and corporally punifh, 
without law or remedy. They interpofed in questions of 
private property. Under colour of malignancy, they ex- 
crcifed vengeance againft their private enemies. To the 
obnoxious, and fometimes to the innocent, they fold their 
protection. And inftead of one ftar-chamber, which had 
been abolilhed, a great number were anew erected, forti- 
fied with better pretences, and armed with more unli- 
mited authority*. 

Could any thing have increafed the indignation againft 
that flavery, into which the nation, from the too-eager 
purfuit of liberty, had fallen, it mud have been the re- 
flection on the pretences by which the people had fo long 
been deluded. The fanctified hypocrites, who call their 
opprcflions the fpoiling of the Egyptians, and their rigid 
feverity the dominion of the Elect, interlarded all their 
iniquities with long and fervent prayers, faved themfelvcs 
from blufhing by their pious grimaces, and exercifed in 
the name of the Lord, all their cruelty on men. An 
undifeuifed violence could be forgiven : But fuch a mock- 

* Clement Walker's Htftory of Independency, p. 5, Hollisgive* the 
fame rcprcientation as Walker of the plundering, opprcllions and ty- 
rauuy of the parliament : Only, inftead of laying the fault on both par- 
ties, as Walker does, he afcribes it foltly to the independent faiStion. 
The prefbvterians, indeed, being commonly denominated the modtrit 
party, would probably be more inoffenfive. See Ruflworth, vol. vii. 
p. 598. and l'arl. Hilt. vol. iv. p. 230, 

Vol. V. Et 
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CHAP, ery of the underftanding, fuch an abufe of religion, were, 
LIX. with men of penetration, objects of peculiar refentment. 

{yy~\J The parliament, confeious of their decay in popularity, 
*&*7- feeing a formidable armed force advance upon them, 
were reduced to defpair, and found all their refources 
much inferior to the preient neceffity. London ftill re- 
tained a ftrong attachment to prefbyterianifm ; and its 
militia, which was numerous, and had acquired reputa- 
tion in wars, had by a late ordinance been put into hands 
in whom the parliament could entirely confide. This 
militia was now called out, and ordered to guard the lines, 
which had been drawn round the city, in order to fecure 
it againft the king. A body of horfe was ordered to be 
inftantly levied. Many officers, who had been cafhiered 
by the new model of the army, offered their fervice to 
the parliament. An army of 5000 men lay in the north 
under the command of general Pointz, who was of the 
prefbyterian faction ; but thefe were too diftant to be em- 
ployed in fo urgent a neceffity. T he forces deftined for 
Ireland were quartered in the weft ; and, though deem- 
ed faithful to the parliament, they alfo lay at a diftance. 
Many inland garrifons were commanded by officers of the 
fame party ; but their troops, being fo much difperfed, 
could at prefent be of no manner of fervice. The Scots 
were faithful friends, and zealous for prefbytery and the 
covenant ; but a long time was required, ere they could 
colle£t their forces, and march to the affiftance of the 
parliament. 

In this fituation, it was thought more prudent to fub- 
mit, and by compliance, to ftop the fury of the enraged 
"ili June. army. The declaration, by which the military petitioners 
had been voted public enemies, was recalled and erafed 
from the journal book*. This was the firft fymptom. 
which the parliament gave of fubmiffion ; and the army, 
hoping by terror alone, to effect all their purpofes, flopped 
at St. Albans, and entered into negociation with their 
» mafters. 

Here commenced the encroachments of the military 
upon the civil authority. The army, in their ufurpations 
on the parliament, copied exactly the model which the 
parliament itfelf had let them, in their recent ufurpations 
on the crown. 

Every day they rofe in their demands. If one claim 
was granted, they had another ready, ftill more enormous 
and exorbitant; and were determined never to be fatisfied. 



• Rufli, vol, vii. p. 503,547, Clarendon, vol, v. p. 45. 
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At nrft they pretended only to petition for what concern- CHAP, 
ed themfelves as foldiers : Next, they mud have a vindi- I .IX. 
cation of their character : Then it was necefiary, that (_/"Y"\J 
their enemies be punifhed* : At laft they claimed a right 1 6 47« 
of modelling the whole government, and fettling the 
nationf. 

The? preferved, in word?, all deference and refpect to 
the parliament ; but, in reality, infulted them and tyran- 
ifed over them. That aflembly, they pretended not to 
accufe : It was only evil counfellors, who feduced and 
betrayed it. 

They proceeded fo far as to name eleven members, 16th June 
whom, in general terms, they charged with high treafon, 
as enemies to the army and evil counfellors to the parlia- 
ment. Their names were, Hollis, fir Philip Staplcton, fir 
William Lewis, fir John Clot worthy, fir William Waller, 
fir John Maynard, M::lley, Glyn, Long,Harley, and Nicho- 
las^. Thefe were the very leaders of the prefbyterian party. 

They infilled, that thefe members mould immediately 
be fequeitered from parliament, and be thrown into pri- 
fon§. The commons replied, that they could not, upon 
a general charge, proceed fo far||. The army obferved to 
them, that the cafes of Strafford and Laud were dire£t 
precedents for that purpofe^f. At laft, the eleven mem- 
bers themfelves, not to give occafion for difcord, begged 
leave to retire from the houfe ; and the army, for the pre- 
fent, feemed fatisfied with this mark of fubmiffion**. 

Pret; nding that the parliament intended to levy war 
upon them, and to involve the nation again in blood and 
confufion, they required, that all new levies fhould be flop- 
ped. The parliament complied with this demandff. 

There being no figns of refiftance, the army, in or- 
der to fave appearances, removed, at the defire of the 
parliament, to a greater niftance from London, and fixed 
their head-quarters at Reading. They carried the king 
along with them in all their marches. 

That prince now found himfelf in a better fituation 
than at Holdenby, and had attained fome greater degree 
of freedom, as well as of confideration, with both par- 
tics. 

All his friends had accefs to his prefence : His cor- 
refpondence with the queen was not interrupted : His 

• Rufll. vol. vii. p. 509, t Ibid. vol. vii. p. 567. 633. 

Ibid. vol. viii. p, 731, t Ibid. vol. vii. p. 570. • 

§ Ibid. vol. vii. p. 572. U Ibid, vol. vii. p. 592. 1 

\ Ibid. vol. vii- p. 594. Whitlocke, p. 259. 

** Rufli. vol. vii. p. ,593, 594. tt Ibid. vol. vii^ p. 572. 574 



212 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



CHAP, chaplains were reftored to him, and he was allowed the 
LIX, ufe of the liturgy : His children were once allowed to 

i-^-v-*-' vifit him, and they paffed a few days at Caverfhnm, where 
» 6 47- he then redded*. He had not feen the duke of Glocefter, 
his youngeft fon, and the princefs Elizabeth, fince he left 
London, at the commencement of the civil difordersf ; 
nor the duke of York, fince he went to the Sccttifh army 
before Newark. No private man, unacquainted with the 
pleafures of a court and the tumult of a camp, more paf- 
fionately loved his family, than did this good prince ; and 
fuch an inftance of indulgence in the army was extremely 
grateful to him. Cromwel who was v imefs to the meet- 
ing of the royal family, confeffed, that he never had been 
prefent at fo tender a fcene ; and he extremely applauded 
the benignity which difplayed itfelf in the whole difpofi- 
tion and behaviour of Charles. 

That artful politician, as well as the leaders of all par- 
ties, payed court to the king ; and fortune, notwithstand- 
ing all his calamities, feemed again to fmile upon him. 
The parliament, afraid of his forming fome accommoda- 
tion with the army, addreffed him in a more refpe<ftful 
ftyle than formerly ; and invited him to refide at Rich- 
mond, and contribute his afiiftance to the fettlement of the 
nation. The chief officers treated him with regard, and 
fpake on all occafions of reftoring him to his jult powers 
and prerogatives. In the public declarations of the army, 
the fettlement of his revenue and authority was infilled 
on|. The royaliRs, every where, entertained hopes of the 
reftoration of monarchy ; and the favour which they uni- 
verfally bore to the army, contributed very much to dis- 
courage the parliament, and to forward their fubmiflion. 

The king began to feel of what confequence he was. 
The more the national, confufions increafed, the more 
was he confident that all parties would, at length, have 
recourfe to his lawful authority, as the only remedy for 
the public diforders. You cannot be without me} faid he, 
on fevcral occafions : You cannot fettle the nation but by 
my ajftjlance. A people without government and without 
liberty, a parliament without authority, an army without 
a legal mafter : Diffractions every where : terrors, op- 
prellions, convullions : From this fcene of confulion, 
which could not long continue, all men, he hoped, 

* Clarendon, vol, i. p. 51, 52. 57. 

t When the king applied to have hi» children, the parliament al- 
ways told him, that they could take as much care at London, both of 
their bodies and fouls, as could be done at Oxford, Pari, Hilt. vol. 
xiii. p. 127. i Rufli. vol. vii. p. 55©, 
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would be brought to reflect, on that ancient government, CHAP, 
under which they and their anceltors had fo long enjoyed LiX. 
happinefs and tranquility. L/~V"\J 

Though Charles kept his ears open to all propofals, l6 4*. 
and expected to hold the balance between the oppofite 
parties, he entertained more hopei of accommodation 
with the army. He had experienced the extreme rigour 
of the parliament. They pretended totally to annihilate 
his authority : they had confined his perfon. In both 
thefe particulars, the army fhowed more indulgence*. 
He had a free intercourfe with his friends : and in the 
propofals, which the council of officers fent for the fet- 
tlement of the nation, they infilled neither on the aboli- 
tion of epifcopacy, nor of the punifhment of the royalifts ; 
the two points to which the king had the mod extreme 
reluctance : and they demanded, that a period fhould bs 
put to the prefent parliament ; the event for which he 
molt ardently longed. 

His conjunction too, feemed more natural with the 
generals, than with that uiurping aflembly, who had fo 
long aflumed the entire fovereignty of the ftate, and who 
had declared their refolution Hill to continue mailers. 
By gratifying a few perfons with titles and preferments, 
he might draw over, he hoped, the whole military power, 
and, in an inftant, reinltate himfelf in his civil authority. 
To Ireton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland : To 
Cromwel, the garter, the title of earl of EfTex, and the 
command of the army. Negotiations to this purpofe were 
fecrctly conducted. Cromwel pretended to hearken to 
them ; and was well pleafed to keep the door open for 
an accommodation, if the courfeof events fhould, at any 
time, render it neceflary. And the king, who had no fuf- 
picion that one born a private gentleman, could enter- 
tain the daring ambition of feising a fceptre tranfmitted 
through a long line of monarchs, indulged hopes that he 
would, at laft, embrace a rheafure which, by all the mo- 
tives of duty, intereft, and fafety, feemed te be recom- 
mended to him. 

While Cromwel allured the king by thefe expecta- 
tions, he Hill continued his fcheme of reducing the par- 
liament to fubjection, and depriving them of all means of 
refinance. To gratify the army, the parliament inverted 
Fairfax with the title of general in chief of all the forces 
in England and Ireland ; and entrufted the whole military 

* Warwick, p. 303. Pari. Hift, vol. XTi. p. 40- Clarendoa, 
-rol. v. p. sc. 
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CH AP. au th 0 nty to a perfon who, though well inclined to their 



LIX 



fcrvice,was no longer at his own difpofal 



A^VAJ They voted that the troops which, in obedience to 
' 47 ' them, had inlifted for Ireland, and deferted the rebellious 
army, fhould be difbanded, or, in other words, be pu- 
niflied for their fidelity. The forces in the north, under 
Pointz, had already mutinied againft their general, and 
had entered into an affociation with that body of the army 
which was fo fuccefsfully employed in exalting the mili- 
tary above the civil authority*. 

That no refource might remain to the parliament, it 
was demanded, that the militia of London fhould be 
changed, the prefbyterian commiffioners difplaeed, and 
the command reftored to thofe who, during the courfe of 
the war, had conftantly cxercifed it. The parliament 
even complied with fo violent a demand, and paffed a 
vote in obedience to the nrmyf. 

Bt this unlimited patience, they purpofed to temporife 
under their prefent difficulties, and they hoped to find a 
more favourable opportunity for recovering their authori- 
ty and influence : But the impatience of the city lolt 
them all the rdvantage of their cautious meafures. A pe- 
tition againft the alteration of the militia was carried to 
tcth Julj-- "Weftminfter, attended by the apprentices and feditious 
multitude, who befieged the door of the houfe of com- 
mons ; and by their clamour, noife, and violence, obliged 
them to reverie that vote, which they had paffed fo late- 
ly. When gratified in this pretenfion, they immediately 
difperfed, and left the parliament at liberty!- 

No fooner was intelligence of this tumult conveyed to 
Reading, than the army was put in motion. The two 
houfes being under reftraint, they were refolved, they 
faid, to vindicate, againft the feditious citizens, the in- 
vaded privileges of parliament, and reftore that aflembly 
to its juft freedom of debate and counfel. In their way to 
London, they were drawn up on Hounflow-heath ; a 
formidable body, twenty thoufand ftrong, and determined, 
without regard to laws or liberty, to purfue whatever 
meafures their generals fhould dictate to them. Here the 
rr.oft favourable event happened, to quicken and encou- 
rage their advance. The fptakers of the two houfes, Man- 
chefter and Lcnthal, attended by eight peers, and about 
fixty commoners, having fecretly retired from the city, 
prefented themfelvcs with their maces, and all the enfigus 

<• * Kuff:. xcl. v"t. p. ( «i. f feefft. vol. vii. p. £29. f>;,2. 

) Itiici- »cli iii- r-.ft.4T. f .!."• Cl.ntmlon, vol. v. p. 61. Vhit« 
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v>f their dignity; and complaining of the violence put CHAP, 
upon them, applied to the army for defence and protec- LIX. 
tion. They were received with fhouts and acclamations: {^Y\J 
Refpec~l was paid to them as to the parliament of Eng- l *-J> 
land : and the army being provided with fo plaufible a 
pretence, which, in all public tranfaftions, is of great con- 
lequence, advanced to chaftife the rebellious city, and to 
reinftate the violated parliament*. 

Neither Lenthal nor Mancheftcr were efteemed in- 
dependents; and fuch a ltep in them was unexpected. 
But they probably forefaw, fthat the army muft, in the 
end, prevail ; and they were willing to pay court in time 
to that authority, which began to predominate in the 
nation. 

The parliament, forced from their temporifing mea- 
fures, and obliged to refign, at once, or combat for their 
liberty and power, prepared themfelves with vigour for 
defence, and determined to refift the violence of the ar- 
my. The two houfes immediately chofe new fpeakers, 
lord Hunfdon and Henry Pelham : They renewed their 
former orders for enlifting troops : they appointed Maf- 
fey to be commander : they ordered the trained bands 
to man the lines : and the whole city was in a ferment, 
and refounded with military preparations-)-. 

Whfn any intelligence arrived, that the army flopped 
or retreated, the fhout of One and all, ran with alacrity, 
from itreet to ftreet, among the citizens. When news 
came of their advancing, the cry of Treat and capitulate, 
was no lefs loud and vehement^:. The terror of an uni- 
verfal pillage, and even maffacre, had feized the timid 
inhabitants. 

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fent by 
the general over the river, prefented himfelf before South- 
ward, and was gladly received by fome foldiers, who 
were quartered there for its defence, and who were re- 
folved not to feparate their interefts from thofe of the 
army. It behoved then the parliament to fubmit. The 
army marched in triumph through the city ; but pre- 
ferved the greatelt order, decency, and appearance of hu- 
mility. They conducted to Weftminfter the two fpeakers, 
who took their feats as if nothing had happened. The 
eleven impeached members, being accufed as authors of 
the tumult, were expelled ; and moft of them retired be- 
yond fea : Seven peers were impeached : The mayor, 



• Rufli. vol. viii. p. 7jo. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 63. 

t Rufli. vq!, viii p. 646, f Whitloclcr, p. z6$. 
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CHAP, one fherifF, and three aldermen, fent to the tosver : Seve- 
L1X. ral citizens and officers of the militia committed to ,pri- 
^/Y\J fon : Every deed of the parliament annulled, from the 
1647- day of the tumult till the return of the fpeakers : The 
lines about the city levelled : 1 he militia reftored to the 
The army independents : Regiments quartered in Whitehall and 
p"rh"! tne Meufe : and the parliament being reduced to a regu- 
wrnt. lar-formed fervitude, a day was appointed of folemn 
thankfgiving for the reftoration of its liberty*. 

The independent party among the commons exulted 
in their viftory. The whole authority of the nation, they 
imagined, was now lodged in their hands •, and they had 
a near profpecl: of moulding the government into that 
imaginary republic which had long been the object of 
their withes. They had fecretly concurred in all encroach- 
ments of the military upon the civil power ; and they 
expected, by the terror of the fword, to impofe a more 
perfect fyftem of liberty on the reluctant nation. All par- 
ties, the king, the church, the parliament, the prefbyte- 
rians, had been guilty of errors fince the commencement 
of thefe diforders : but it muft be confeffed, that this de- 
lufion of the independents and republicans was, of all 
others, the mod contrary to common fenfe and the eftab- 
liflied maxims of policy. Yet were the leaders of that 
party, Vane, Flennes, St. John, Martin, the men in Eng- 
land the moft celebrated for profound thought and deep 
contrivance ; and by their well-coloured pretences and 
profeffions, they had over-reached the whole nation. To 
deceive fuch men, would argue a fuperlative capacity in 
Cromwel ; were it not that, befides the great difference 
there is between dark, crooked councils and true wifdom, 
an exorbitant pafiion for rule and authority will make the 
mod: prudent overlook the dangerous confequ'ences of 
fuch meafurcs as fcem to tend, in any degree, to their 
own advancement. 

The leaders of the army, having eftablifhed their do- 
minion over the parliament and city, ventured to bring 
the king to Hampton-court ; and he lived for fome time, 
in that palace, with an appearance of dignity and free- 
dom. Such equability of temper did he poflefs, that, dur- 
ing all the variety of fortune which he underwent, no 
difference was perceived in his countenance or behaviour j 
and though a prifoner, in the hands of his moft invete- 
rate enemies, he fupported, towards all who approached 
him, the majefty of a monarch ; and that neither with lefs 



* Rufliwortb, vel, viii. p. 797, 798, &c. 
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bar greater (late than he had been accuftomed to maintain. 
His manner, which was not in itfelf popular nor gracious, 
now appeared amiable, from its great meeknefs and 
equality. 

Ti:e parliament renewed their applications to him, and 
prcfented him with the fame conditions which they had 
offered at Newciftle. The king declined accepting them, 
and defired the pa rliament to take the propof.ds of the ar- 
my into confederation, and make them the foundation of 
the p jjlic fettlement*. He ftill entertained hopes that his 
negotiations with the generals would be crowned with 
fuecel's; though every thing in that particular, daily bore 
a worfe afpect. Mbft hiftorians have thought chatCrom- 
wel never was fin cere in his profeflions ; and that, having 
by force rendered himfelf maflerpf the king's perfon, and, 
by fair pretences, acquired the countenance of the royal- 
i!ts, he had employed thefe advantages to the enflaving of 
the parliament : and afterwards thought of nothing but 
the eftablifhment of his own unlimited authority, with 
which he efteemed the reftoration, and even life of the 
king, altogether incompatible. This opinion, fo much 
warranted by the boundlefs ambition and profound difli- 
mulation of his character, meets with ready belief; 
though it is more agTeeable to the narrownefs of human 
views, and the darknefs of futurity, to fuppofe, that this 
daring ufurper was guided by events, and did not as yet 
forefee, with any afTurance, that unparalleled greatnefs 
which he afterwards attained. Many vriters of that age 
have alTertedf, that he really intended to make a private 
bargain with the king ; a meafure which carried the mod 
plaufible appearance both for his fafety and advancement : 
Butthat hefoundinfuperabledifficultiesin reconciling to it 
the wild humours of the army. The horror and antipathy of 
thefe fanatics had, for many years, been artfully fomented 
againft Charles; and though their principles were, on all 
occafions, tafily warped and eluded by private intereft, 
yet was fome colouring requifite, and a flat contradiction 
to all former pro f eflTions and tenets could not fafely be pro- 
pofed to them. It is certain, at lcaft, that Cromwel made 
ufe of this reafon, why he admitted rarely of vifits from 
the king's friends, and fhowed lefs favour than formerly 
to the royal caufe. The agitators, he faid, had rendered 
him odious to the army, and had reprefented him as a 
traitor, who, for the fake of private inteveft, was ready to 
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CHAP, betray the caufe of God to the great enemy of piety and 
LIX. religion. Defperate projects too, he aflerted to be fecretly 
formed, for the murder of the king ; and he pretended 
much to dread left all his authority, and that of the com- 
manding officers, would not be able to reftrain thefe cn- 
thufiafts from their bloody purpofes*. 

Intei.liG!':nce being daily brought to the king, of me- 
naces thrown out by the agitators ; he began to think of 
retiring from Hampton- court, and of putting himfelf In 
fome place of fafety. The guards were doubled upon him: 
The promifcuous concourfeof people reftrained : A more 
jealous care exerted in attending his perfon : All under 
colour of protecting him from danger; but really with a 
vicv of making him uneafy in his prefent fituation. Thefe 
artifices foon produced the intended effect. Charles, who 
was naturally apt to be fwayed by counfel, and who had. 
not then accefs to any good counfel, took fuddenly a re- 
folution of withdrawing himfelf, though without any con- 
cerned, at leaft any rational, fcheme for the future- dif- 
nthNov. pofal of his perfon. Attended only by fir John Berkeley, 
Alhburnham, and Leg, he privately left Hampton-court ; 
and his efcape was not difcovered till near an hour after; 
when thofe who entered his chamber found on the tabic 
* fome letters directed to the parliament, to the general, 
and to the officer who had attended himf. All night he 
travelled through the foreft, and arrived next day atTich- 
field, a feat of the earl of Southampton's, where the coun- 
tefs dowager refided, a woman of honour, to whom the 
king knew he might fafely entrull his perfon. Before he 
arrived at this place, he had gone to the fca-coaft ; and ex- 
prefled great anxiety, that a (hip which he feemed to look 
for, had not arrived j and thence, Berkeley and Leg, who 
were not in the fecret, conjectured, that his intention was 
to tranfport himfelf beyond fea. 
The king The king could not hope to remain long concealed at 
flies to the Tichfield : What meafurc fhould next be embraced was 
i^f. ° h f t the queftion. In the neighbourhood lay the ifle of Wight, 
of which Hammond was governor. This man was entire- 
ly dependent on Cromwel. At his recommendation he had 
married a daughter of the famous Hampden, who, dur- 
ing his lifetime, had been an intimate friend of Cromwel's, 
and whofe memory was ever refpected by him. Thefe 
circumftances were very unfavourable : Yet, becaufe the 
governor was nephew to dr. Hammond, the king's favour- 
ite chaplain, and had acquired a good character in the 
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army, it was thought proper to have recourfc to him, in CHAP, 
the prefent exigence, when no other rational expedient LIX. 
could be thought of. Afhburnham and Berkeley were dif- (yyV* 
patched to the ifland. They had orders not to inform ,6 47- 
Hammond of the place where the king was concealed, 
till they had firft obtained a promife from him not to de- 
liver up his majefty, though the parliament and army 
fhould require him ; but ro reftorc him to his liberty, if 
he could not protect him. This promife, it is evident, 
would have been a very flender fecurity : Yet even with- 
out exacting it, Afhburnham, imprudently, if not treache- 
roufly, brought Hammond to Tichlield ; and the king 
was obliged to put himfelf in his hands, and to attend him 
to Carifbroke-caftle in the ifle of Wight, where, though » 
received with great demonftrations of refpect and duty, 
he was in reality a prifoner. 

Lord Clarendon* is pofitive, that the king, when he 
fled from Hampton court, had no inrention of going to 
this ifland -, and indeed, all the circumftances of that hifto- 
rian's narrative, which we have here followed, ftrongly fa- 
vour this opinion. But there remains a letter of Charles's 
to the earl of Laneric, fecretary of Scotland ; in which he 
plainly intimates, that that meafure was voluntarily em- 
braced; and even infinuates, that, if he had thought proper, 
he might have been in Jerfey or any other place of fafe- 
tyj-. Perhaps, he ft i 1 1 confided in the promifes of the ge- 
nerals ; and flattered himfelf, that if he were removed 
from the fury of the agitators, by which his life was im- 
mediately threatened, they would execute what they had 
fo often promifed in his favour. 

Whatever may be the truth in this matter; for it is 
impoffible fully to afcertatn the truth ; Charles never took 
a weaker ftep, nor one more agreeable to Cromwel and all 
his enemies. He was now lodged in a place, removed from 
his partizans, at the difpofal of the army, whence it would 
be very difficult to deliver him, either by force or artifice. 
And though it was always in the power of Cromwel, 
whenever he pleafed, to- have fent him thither ; yet fuch 
a meafure, without the king's confent, would have been 
very invidious, if not attended with fome danger. That 
the king fhould voluntarily throw himfelf into the fnare, 
and thereby gratify his implacable perfecutors, was to 
them an incident peculiarly fortunate, and proved in the 
iffue very fatal to him. 

Cromwel being now entirely matter of the parliament, 

* 77, 8o, &c. f See note [MMj at t4tc end of the volume. 
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CHAP, and free from all anxiety with regard: to the cuftoriy of 
LiX- the king's pcrfon, applied himfelf ferioully to qui II thofc 

yy \' \) difordtrs in the army, which he himfelf had fo artfully 
" ,6 47. railed, and fo fuccefsfully employed againft both king and 
parliament. In order to engage the troops into a rebellion 
againft their mailers, he had encouraged an arrogant fpi- 
rit imong the inferior officers and private men ; and the 
camp, in many refpeclis, carried more the appearance of 
civil liberty than of military obedience. The troops them- 
felves were formed into a kind of republic ; and the plans 
of imaginary republics, for the fettlcment of the Hate, 
were every day the topics of converfatiou among thefe 
armed legiflators. Royalty it was agiccd to abolish : i o- 
bility mult be fet afide: h ven all ranks of men be levelled i 
and an univerfal equality of proper; y, .r well as of pow- 
er, be introduced among the citizens. The faints, they 
faid, were the fait of the earth : An entire parity had 
place among the eletr, : And, by the fame rule, th t the 
apoltles were exalted from the molt iguoGle profefiions, 
the meaneft centinel, if enlightened by die Spirit, was i n- 
titled to equal regard with the greateit commander. In 
or,dvr to wean the foldiers from thefe licentious maxims, 
Cromwel had iffued orders for difcontinuiug the meetings 
of the agitators ; and he pretended to pay tiitire obedi- 
ence to the par. lament, whom, being now fully reduced 
to fubjection, \\c purpofed to make, lor the future,, the 
inftruments of his authority. But the Levtlhrs, for. fo 
that party in the army was called, having experienced the 
fweeta.of dominion, w°uld not fo calily be deprived of 
it. They fecrctly continued their meetings: They aflerted, 
that their officers, as much as any part of the church or 
ftate, needed leiormation : Several regiments joined in fe- 
ditious rcmonllrances and petitions . Separate rendez- 
voufes were concerted : And every thing tended to anar- 
chy and confulion. But this diltempcr was foon cured by 
the rough, but d-xtious, hand of Cromweh He chok the 
opportunity of a review, that he might difplay the greater 
buldnefs and fpread the terror the wider. He feized the 
ringleaders beLre their companions : Held in the field a 
council of war : Shot one mutineer iulta^tly : And ftruck 
fuch dread into the reft, that they prefently threw down 
tjie fvmbtds of iedjgiou,- whichj they had difpiayed,; and. 
thenceforth relumed to their wonted difcipline and ope- 
dienect'.' ' mhl orltu-*' r-.vr v.'f. 
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Crom\VJEC had great deference 'or the counfels of Ire- CH A?, 
ton j a man who, having graited the (oldicr on the Jaw- HX. 
yer, the ftatefman on the faint, had adopted i'uch princi- v -^v-^-} 
pies as were fitted to introduce the feveieit tyranny, while i$4£ 
they fecmed to encourage the molt unbounded licenfe in 
human fociety. Fierce in his nature, though probably lin- 
cerj in His intentions; he purpofed by arbitrary power to 
elt.ulilh liberty, and, in profecuUon of his imagined reii- 
gir,u; purpofes, he tliought himfelf difpenfed from all the ' 
ordinary rules of morality, by which inferior mortals mull 
allow themfdves to be govetued. From his i'uggeltion, 
Cromwel fecretly called at Windfora council of, the chief 
officers, in order to deliberate concerning the fettlement 
of the nation, and the future dilpofal of, the king's, per- 
fon*. In tfiis conference, which commenced with devout 
prayers, poured forth by Cromwel- himfelf, and other in- 
ipired perfons (for the officers of this army received in- 
fpiration with their commiffion), was firft opened the dar- 
ing and unheard-of counfel, of bringing the king to juf- 
tice. and of punilhing, by a judicial lentence, their fove- 
reign, for his pretended tyranny and mal-adminrftration. 
While Charles lived, even though retrained to the clof- 
eft prifon, cqnlpiraciesj,; tfiey hue/ , and infurrccHuns 
would never be wanting in favour of a prince, who was 
fo extremely revered and beloved by his own party, and 
whom die nation in general began to regard with great 
all' dion and companion. To murder him privately was 
ex^ukd to the. imputation of injuttice and cruelty, aggra- 
vated by the.bafencfs of luch a crime ; and every odious 
epithet of Traitor, and A 'ajj:;: would, by the general 
voice of mankind, be undifputably aftrioed to the actors 
in flich a vijlany. .Some unexpected procedure muit be 
attempted, which wquld a tonith the world oy its novelty, ' 
would bear the femblance of jullice, and would cover its 
barbarity by the audacioufnefs of the enterprise. Striking 
in with die fanatic il notions of the entire equality of man- 
kind, it. would enfure the devoted obedience of the army, 
and fef re as a general engagement againlt the royal family, 
whom, by their open and united deed, they would fo h^i- 
noully affront and injurcf. 

• ClaWttdfe/voJ p.-oa. 1 ' ■ ■'> < 'i'lnt, 
+ 'Ir'h^jiollowinj; was & favourite text atnong^hc enthufiafls f f, that 
age : 11 Let the high praifes of God be in the mouths of his faints, an J 
41 a two-fold iSvoril ia their hands, to' execute vengeance upon the hea- 
" then and puniOiment upon the people; to bind their kings with 
" chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron ; to execute upon them 
" th« judgments w ritten : This honour have all his faints." P!a!m cxlix. 
vcr. 6, 7, 8, <). Hugh Peters, the mad chaplain of Cromwel, preached 
frequently upon this text. 
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GHAP. This meafure, therefore, being fecretly refolved on, It 
LIX. was requifite, by degrees, to make the parliament adopt 

• v — i it, nnd to conduct them from violence to violence ; till 

1647- this lad act of atrocious iniquity fhould feem m a man- 
ner wholly inevitable. The king, in order to remove tliofe 
fears and jcaloufies, which were perpetually pleaded as 
reafons for every invafion of the conftitution, had offered,, 
by a meflage fent from Carifbroke-caftle, to refign, during 
his own life, the power of the militia and the nomination 
to all the great offices ; provided that, after his demife, 
ihcfe prerogatives fhould revert to the crown*. But the par- 
liament a&ed entirely as victors and enemies *, and, in all 
their tranfadtions with him, payed no longer any regard 
to equity orrcafon. At the mitigation of the independents 
and army, they neglected this offer, and framed four pro- 
pofals, which they fent him as preliminaries; and, before 
they would deign to treat, they demanded his pofitive af- 
fent to all of them. By one, he was required to inveft 
the parliament with the military power for twenty years,, 
together with an authority to levy whatever money fhould 
be neceflary for exercifing it : And even after the twenty 
years fhould be elapfed, they referved a right of refuming 
the fame authority, whenever they fhould declare the 
fafety of the kingdom to require it. By the fecond, he 
was to rccal all his proclamations and declarations againft 
the parliament, and acknowledge that affembly to have 
taken aims in their juft and neceflary defence. By the 
third, he was to annul all the acts, and void all the pa- 
tents of peerage, which had pafled the great feal, fince it 
had been carried from London by lord-keeper Littleton ; 
and at the fame time, renounce for the future the power 
of making peers without confent of parliament. By the 
fourth, he gave the two houfes power to adjourn as they 
thought proper : A demand feemingly of no great im- 
portance ; but contrived by the independents, that they- 
might be able to remove the parliament to places where 
it fliould remain in perpetual fubfcc~lion to the anuyf. 
J<4 j The king regarded the pretention as unufual and ex- 

orbitant, that he fliould make fuch conccllions, while not 
fecure of any fcttlement ; and fliould blindly truft his 
enemies for the conditions which they were afterwards to 
grant him. He required, therefore, a perfonal treaty with 
the parliament, and defired, that all the terms on both 
fides fhould be adjuflcd, before any conceffion, on either 
fide, fliould be iniifted on. The republican party in the 
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houfe pretended to take fire at this anfwer ; and openly CH A P. 
inveighed in violent terms, againlt the perfon and govern- LIX. 
ment of the king ; whofe name, hitherto, had commonly, Cy\~\J 
in all debates, been mentioned with fome degree of reve- 
rence. Ireton, Teeming to fpeak the fenfe of the army, 
under the appellation of many thoufand godly men, who 
had ventured their lives in defence of the parliament, faid, 
that the king, by denying the four bills, had refuled fafe- 
ty and protection to his people ; that their obedience to 
him was but a reciprocal duty for his protection of them ; 
and that, as he had failed on his part, they were freed 
from all obligations to allegiance, and mull fettle the 
nation, without confulting any longer fo mifguided a 
prince*. Cromwel, after giving an ample character of 
the valour, good affections, and godlinefs of the army, 
fubjoined, that it was expected that parliament fhould 
guide and defend the kingdom by their own power nnd 
refolutions, and not accuftom the people any longer to 
expect fafety and government from an obftinate man, 
whofe heart God had hardened ; that thofe who at the 
expence of their blood had hitherto defended the par- 
liament from lb many dangers, would flill continue, with 
fidelity and courage, to protect them againft all oppofition 
in this vigorous meafure. " Teach them not," added he, 
" by your neglecting your own fafety and that of the 
" kingdom (in which theirs too is involved), to imagine 
" themfelves betrayed, and their interefts abandoned to 
*« the rage and malice of an irreconcilable enemy, whom, 
" for your fake, they have dared to provoke. Beware 
'< ( and at thefe -words he laid his hand on his /-word J, be- 
« ware, left defpair caufe them to feek fafety by fome 
tf other means than by adhering to you, who know not 
" how to confult your own fafetyf." Such arguments 
prevailed ; though ninety-one members had ftill the cou- 
rage to oppofe. It was voted, that no more addrefles be r ^ t {, j an4 
made to the king, nor any letters or meflages be received 
from him ; and that it be treafon for any one, without 
leave of the two houfes, to have any inrercourfe with him. 
The lord9 concurred in the fame ordinance^. 

By this vote of non-addreffes, fo it was called, the king 
was in reality dethroned, and the whole conftitution for- 
mally overthrown. So violent a meafurftvas fupported by 
a declaration of the commons no lefs violent. The blackelt 
calumnies were there thrown upon the king ; fuch as, 
even in their famous remonftrance, they thought proper 
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CH A P. to omrr, as- i n cred ibie - and • <.->: t ravagnrn : The poifoning of 
-LIX. fnther, the betraying of Ruchcllc,, the contriving of the 

v-^-'-*^ Irifhmaflacre*. By bbiHng his fame, hW.thaf injury been 
j6^. ,j n t ] ie ; r p 0WCT) tnC y formed a very prefer prelude to the 
executing of violence on bis perfon. "' > ; 

No fooner had ther 'king rcfufed his ajTefct to the four 
bills," than Hammonicr, byordtrs from the'army, removed 
all his feryants, cutofFhis correfponderice with his friends, 
and fhut him up in clofe confinement. The Icing after- 
wards (bowed to fir Philip Warwick, a decrepid old man, 
who, he faid. was employed to kindle his fire, and was 
the beft company he enjoyed, during feveral months that 
this, rigorous confinement lafted-f-. No amufement was 
allowed him, nor fociety, which might relieve his anxious 
thoughts : To be fpeedily poifoned or aflaflinated was 
the only profpect whith he had every moment before 
his eyes ; for he entertained no apprehenfion of a judi- 
cial fentence and execution ; an event of which no hiftory 
hitherto furnifhed an example. Meanwhile the parliament 
was very induftrious in puhlifhing, from time to time the 
intelligence whith they received from Hammond ; how 
cheerful the king was, how pleafed with every one that 
approached him, how finished in his pTefcnt condition}; : 
^s if the view of fuch benignity and conftancy had not 
bfeefl more proper to inflame, than allay the general com- 
panion of the people. he great fource whence the king 
derived confolation amidft all his calamities, was undoubt- 
edly religion; a principle which in him feems to have con- 
tained nothing fierce or gloomy, nothing which enraged 
him againft. his adverfaries, or terrified him with the dif- 
mal pTcfpeft of futurity. While every thing around him 
bore a hofrile afpc£l ; while friends, family, relations,' 
whom he pafiionately loved, were placed at a diftance, and 
unable to ferve him ; he repofed himfelf with confidence 
in the arms of that Being who penetrates and fuftains all 
nnture, and whofe feventics, if - received with piety and 
reflation, he regarded as thefureft pledges of unexhaus- 
ted favour: 

Second The parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed not in' 

dvi\ war. tranquility that power which they had obtained with fo 
much violcnce^nd injuftice. Combinations and confpi- 
racies, they wire fenfible, were every where forming 
around them; and Scotland, whence the king's caufe had 
received the firft fatal difafter, fcemed now to promifc itsf * 
fupport and afliftance. 

* Rufh. vol. viii. p. 'nj8. Clarendon, vol. v. p. 93.' 
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BiiKORE the furrender of the king's perfon at Newcaftle, CHAP, 
and much more fmce that event, the fubjecls of difcon- LIX. 
tent had been daily multiplying between the two king- ^-»-v*^ 
donis. The independents, who began to prevail, took all 
occalions of mortifying the Scots, whom the prefbycerians 
looked on with the greatelt affection and veneration. 
When the Scottilh commiffioners, who, joim^ to a com- 
mittee of Englifh lords and commons, had managed the 
war, were ready to depart, it was propofed in parliament 
to give them thanks for their civilities ttttA good offices. 
The independents infilled that the vov.-U Good offices 
fhould be itruck out; and thus the whole i-.roihcrly friend* 
(hip and intimate alliance with the vScots refolved itfelf 
into an acknowledgment of thtir being well-bred gentle- 
men. / • 

The advance of the army to London, the fubjeclion of 
the parliament, the feizing of tire king at Holdenby, his 
confinement in Carifbroke-caftlc, were fo many blows 
fenfibly felt by that nation, as threatening the final over- 
throw of prelbytcry, to which they were fo paffionately 
devoted. The covenant was profanely called, in the houfe 
of commons, an almanac out of date*.; and that impiety, 
though complained of, had paffed uncenfured. Inftead of 
being able to determine and cftablifh orthodoxy by the 
fword and by penal ftatutes, they faw the fectarian army, 
who were abfolute mailers, claim an unbounded liberty 
of confeience, which the prefbyterians regarded with the 
utmoft abhorrence. All the violences put on the king they 
loudly blamed, as repugnant to the covenant, by which 
they flood engaged to defend his royal perfon. And thofe 
very actions of which they themfelves had been guilty, 
they denominated treafon and rebellion, when executed 
by an oppofite party. 

The earls of Loudon, Lauderdale, and Laneric, who 
were feutto London, protefted againlt the four bills; as 
containing too great a diminution of the king's civil pow- 
er, and providing no fecurity for religion. They com- 
plained, that notwithstanding this protestation, the bills 
were ft ill infilled on ; contrary to the folemn league, and 
to the treaty between the two nations. And when they 
accompanied the Englifh commiflioners to the ille of 
"Wight, they fecretly formed a trcatjjjyith the king, for 
arming Scotland in his favourf. 

Three parties, at that time, prevailed in Scotland: InYafwn 
The Royaljfts, who infilled upon the rcftoration Qi the 5™f/ :8t " 
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CH \ P. ki i ;'s authority, without any record to religious feci J or 
twers: Of thcie, •Montrofe r though abfent, was regarded 
3$ the h«afi. The Rigrtttpre/byteruvTs, who hated the king 
dven more than they abhorred toleration; and who de- 
; rnii.ied to give him no amftance, till he fhculd fubfciibe 
thfc covenant ; Thefe were governed' by Argyle. The 
M(.,h';\de pr?fiyttri,ms, who endeavouredto reconcile the 
frfier'efts of religion and of the crown, and hoped, by fup- 
porting the prelbyterfan party in England, to fupprefs the 
Kclarian army, and to reinftate the parliament, as well 
as the king, in their juft freedom and authority : The two 
brothers, Hamilton and Laneric, were leaders of this 

Whf.n Pendennis caftle was furrendered to the par- 
liamentary army, Hamilton, who then obtained his liber?- 
ty, returned into Scotland; and being generoufly deter- 
mined to remember ancient favours, more than recent in- 
juries, he immediately embraced, with zeal and fuccefs, 
the protection of the royal caufe. He obtained a vote from 
the Scottifh parliament to arm 40,000 men in fapport of 
the king's authority, and to call over a confiderable body 
under Monro, who commanded the Scottilh forces in. 
wftfcfl And though he openly protcfted, that the cove- 
nant was the foundation of all his meafures, he fecretly 
entered into correfpondence with the'Englilh royalifts, 
fir Marmaduke Langdale and fir Philip Mufgrave, who 
had levied confiderable forces in the north of England. 

The general affembly, who fat at the fame time, and 
was guided by Argyle, dreaded the confequence of thefe 
mcafurcs, and forefaw that the oppofite party, if fuccefs- 
ful, would effc£t the reftoration of monarchy, without the 
eflnblifhment of preibytery, in England. To join the king 
before he had fubferibed the covenant, was, in their eyes, 
to reftore him to his honour before Chrift had obtained 
his"; and they thundered out anathemas againft every 
one who paid obedience to the parliament. Two fu- 
preme independent judicatures were erefted in the king- 
dom ; one threatening the people with damnation and 
eternal torments, the other with imprifonmeut, banifli- 
ment, and military execution. The people were diftr<a,c\- 
cd in their choice ; and the armament of Hamilton's par- 
ty, though fecoM^xl by all the civil power, went on but 
flowly. 1 he royalifts he would not as yet allow to join 
him, left he might give offence to the eccleliaftical party ; 
though he fecretly promifed litem trull and preferment 
as foon as his army ihould advance into England. 
* 'Wlutloctae, p. 305, 
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Whim, the Scots were making" preparations for the in- C H A P. 
vafion of Kngland, every part of that kingdom w is agi- L1X. 
tated wi(h tumults, infurre&ions, confpiracies, difcon- ^-•'"v - "-— ' 
tents. It is feldom that the people gain any thing by rc- 
volutions in government; beca-ufe the new fettlemc:it, 
jealous and infecure, muft commonly be fupported witil 
more expence and feverity than the old : But on no oc- 
cafion was the truth of this maxim more fenfibly felt, 
than in the prefent fituation of England. Complaints 
ngainft the oppreffion of (hip-money, againft the tyranny • 1 
of the ftar.chamber, had roufed the people to arms: and 
having gained a complete vidlory over the crown, they 
found themfclves loaded with a multiplicity of taxes, to - 
merly unknown ; and fcarcely an appearance of law "-id 
liberty remained in the adminiftration. The prefbyterians, 
who had chiefly fupported the war, were enraged to find 
the prize, iuft when it feemed within their reach, fnatch- 
ed by violence from them. The royalifts, difappointed in 
their expectations, by the cruel treatment which the king 
now received from the army, were ftrongly animated to 
reftore him to liberty, and to recover the advantages 
which they had unfortunately loft. All orders of men 
were inflamed with indignation at feeing the military 
prevail over the civil power, and king and parliament 
at once reduced to fubjection by a mercenary army. 
Many perfons of family and diftinclion had, from the 
beginning of the war, adhered to the parliament : But 
all thefe were, by the new party, deprived of authority; 
and every office was entrufted to the moft ignoble part 
of the nation. A bafe populace exalted above their fu- 
periors : Hypocrites exercifing iniquity under the vizor 
of religion : Thefe circumftanccs promifed not much li- 
berty or lenity to the people ; and thefe were now found 
united in the fame ufurped and illegal adminiftration. 

Though the whole nation feemed to combine in ihei'v 
hatred of military tyranny, the ends which the fever a I 
parties purfued were fo different, that little concert wa-s 
obferved in their infurreclions. Langhome, Poycr, and 
Powel, prefbyterian officers, who commanded bodies of 
troops in Wale;, were the fir ft that declared themfelvcs j 
and they drewtogether a considerable army in thofe parts, 
which were extremely devoted to ^ royal caufe. An in- 
furrection was raifed in Kent by young Hales and the earl 
of Norwich. Lord Cape-1, fir Charles Lucas, fir GeoTge 
Lifle, excited commotions iii Effex. The earl of Holland, 
who had feveral times changed fides firicc the commence* 
ment of the civil wars, endeavoured to afiemble forte? in 
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CHAP. Surrey. Pomfrct caftle in Yorkfhire was furprifcd by 
LIX. Morrice. Langdalc and Mufgrzve were in arms, and rnaf- 
<S~V\J ters of Berwic and Carlifle in the north. 
:S.»8. WHArfecmed the moil dangerous circumfhnce, the 
general fpirit of difeontent had feized the fleet. Seven- 
teen fhips, lying in the mouth of the river, declared for 
the king; and putting R.ainfborow, their admiral, afhore, 
failed over to Holland, where the prince of Wales took 
the command of them y . 

The Englifh royalifts exclaimed loudly againft Hamil- 
ton's delay;-, which they attributed to a refined policy iiv, 
the Scots ; as if their intentions were, that all the king's 
party fhould nrft be fuppreffed, and the victory remain 
Volely to the prefbyterians. Hamilton, with better reafon, 
complained of the precipitate humour of the Knglifh roy- 
alifts, who, by their ill-timed infurre&ions, forced him 
to march his army before his levies were completed, or hid 
preparations in any forwardnefs. 

No commotions beyond a tumult of the apprentices, 
which was foon fuppreffed, were raifed in London : The. 
terror of the army kept the citizens in fubjection. The 
parliament was fo overawed, that they declared the Scots 
to be enemies, and all who joined them traitors. Ninety 
members, however, of the lower houfe had the courage 
to diffent from this vote. 

Cromwel and the military council prepared themfelve? 
with vigour and conduct for defence. The eftabliihment 
of the army was at this time 26,000 men •, but by enlifting 
fupernumeraries, the regiments were greatly augmented, 
and commonly confifted of more than double their dated 
complementf. Colonel Horton firlt attacked the revolted 
troops in Wales, and gave them a confiderable defeat. 
The remnants of the vanquifhed threw themfelves inttv 
Pembroke, and were there clofely befieged, and foon af- 
ter taken, by Cromwel. Lambert was oppofed to Lang- 
dale and Mufgrave in the north, and gained advantages 
over them, Sir Michael Livefey defeated the earl of Hoi- 
land at Kingfton, and purfuing his victory, took him pri- 
foner at St. Ncots. Fairfax, having routed the Kentifh 
royalifts at MiidTlone, followed the broken army: And 
when they joined the royalifts of Kffex, and threw them- 
felves into Colchcila* he laid fiege to that place, w hich 
defended itfelf to tire laft extremity. A new fleet wa* 
.planned, and f<nt out under the command of Warw ick, 

, b:r« . .0 in a &rf V .a>U-f nt-siroihyinliw wovrfKt 
* Clarendon, toI. v. p. 1^7. f _ WThitlcelpe, p. 284. 
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oppofe the revolted Ihips, of which the prince had taken CHAP, 
the command. LIX. 

While (he forces were employed in all quarters, the {y~V^\J 
parliament regained its liberty, and began to act with its l648 ' 
wonted courage and fpirir. The members, who had with- 
drawn, from terror of the army, returned; and infufing 
boldnefs into their companions, reftored to the prefbyterian 
party the afcendanr, which i: had formerly lo(t. The ele- 
ven impeached members were recalled, and the vote, by 
which they were expelled," was revcrfed. The vote too of 
uon-addrefles was repealed ; and commifiioners, five peers 
and ten commoners, were fenr. to Newport in the ifie of 
Wight, in order to treat with die king*. He was allowed 
to fummon feverat of his friends and old counfellors, that 
he might have their advice in this important tranfacYionj-. 
The theologians, on both fides, armed with their fyllogifms 
and quotations, attended as auxiliaries}. By them the 
ihirne had firft been raifed; and their appearance was but 
a bad prognostic of ics extinction. Any other inftruments 
feemed better adapted foe a treaty of pacification. 

Wkem the king prefented himfelf to this company, a l8th Se P l - 
great and fenfible alteration was remarked in his afpeet, jJewpwtf 
from what it appeared the year before, when he refided 
at Hampton-court. The moment his fervants had been 
removed, he had laid afide all care of his perfon, and had 
allowed his beard and hair to grow, and to hang dlfhevel- 
led and neglected. His hair was become almolr. entirely 
grey, either from the decline of years, or from that load 
of forrows, undtr which he laboured, and which, though 
borne with conflancy, preyed inwardly on his fenfible and 
tender mind. His friends beheld with companion, and 
perhaps even his enemies that grey and dija-oivned head y as 
he himfelf terms it, in a copy of verfes, which the truth 
of the fentiment, rather than any elegance of expreflion, 
renders very pathetic§. Having in vain endeavoured by 
courage to defend his throne from his armed adverfaries, 
it now behoved him, byreafoning and perfuafion, tofave 
fome fragments of it from thefe peaceful, and no lefs im- 
placable negotiators. 

The vigour of the king's mind, notwithstanding the 
feeming decline of his body, here appeared unbroken and 
undecayed. The parliamentary commiBoners would al- 
low none of his counfel to be prefent, and refufed to enter 

• Clarendon, vol. v. p. 180. Sir Edward Walker's perfeft copies, 
p- 6. _ +. Ibid, p. 8. % Ibid. p. 8. 38. 5 Byr»ef« • 
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CHAT, in< 0 reafoning with any but himfelf. He alone, during the 
L1X. tranfa&ions of two months, was obliged to maintain the 
argument again ft fifteen men of the greateft parts and ca- 
1 pacity in both houfes; and no advantage was ever obtain- 

ed over him* . This was the fcene, above all others, in 
which he was qualified to excel. A quick conception,- a 
cultivated underftanding, a cliafte elocution, a dignified 
manner ; by thefe accomplifhments he triumphed in all 
ih'fcuffions of cool and temperate reafoning. The king is 
much changed, faid the earl of Salifbury to fir Philip War- 
wick: He is extremely improved of late. No, replied fir Philip; 
he was always Jo: But you are now at lall(iiiftbleofit-\. Sir 
Henry Vane, difcourfing with his fcllow-commiffioners, 
drew en argument from the king's uncommon abilities, 
why the terms of pacification mull be rendered more ftric"t 
and rigidf. But Charles's capacity Ihone not equally in 
acY. :. as in reafoning. 

The fir ft point, inliftcd on by the parliamentary com- 
miffioners, was the king's recalling all his proclamations 
and declarations againft the parliament, and the acknow- 
ledging that they had taken arms in their own defence. 
He frankly offered the former conceffion ; but long fcrupled 
the latter. The falfehood, as well as indignity, of that ac- 
fcnow ledgmcnt, begat in hisbreaft an extreme reluctance 
againft it. The king had, no doubt, in fome particulars of 
moment, invaded, from a feeming ncceflity, the privileges 
of his people: but having renounced all claim to thefe 
ufurped powers, having confeffed his errors, and having 
repaired every breach in the confhtution, and even erect- 
ed new ramparts, in order to fecure it he could no lon- 
ger, at the commencement of the war, be reprefented as 
the aggrefibr. However it might be pretended, that the 
former difplay of his arbitrary inclinations, or rather his 
monarchical principles, rendered an offenfivs or preventive 
war in the parliament prudent and reafonable; it could 
never, in any propriety of fpeech, make it be termed a de- 
fenfivt one. But the parliament, fenfible that the letter of 
the law condemned them as rebels and traitors, deemed 
this point abfolutely necefiary for their future fecurity : 
And the king, finding that peace could be obtained on no 
other terms, at hift yielded to it. He only entered a pro- 
teft, wh ich w;ry admitted ; that no conceffion made by 
him ihuuld be valid, unlef&the whole treaty of pacification 
were concluded^, 



* Herberts MitfoirJ, \y. Jt. f Warwick, p. 
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He agreed that the parliament flioukl retain, during CHA P. 
the term of twenty years, the power over the militia. and L155J. 
army, and that of levying what money they plcafed'for ^/"YNJ, 
their fupport. He even yielded to them the right sf return- I '* !> ' 
ing at any time afterwards, this authority, whenever they 
fhould declare fuch a refumpiion ncceffiry for pubiic lafe* 
ty. In effect, the important power of the fword was for 
ever ravifhed from him and his fucceilbrs *.» 
. -, He agreed, that all the great offices, during twenty 
vears, fhould be filled by both houfes of parliament-}-. He 
relinquifhcd to them the entire government of Ireland, 
and the conduct of the war there^;. He renounced tire pow- 
er of the wards, and accepted of 100,000 pounds a-year in. 
lieu of it§. He acknowledged the validity of their great 
feal, and gave up his own^. He abandoned the power of 
creating peers without confent oi parliaments And he 
agreed, that all the debts contracted in order to fupport 
the war againlt him, fhould be paid by the people. 

So great were the alterations made on the Englifh con- 
llitution by this treaty, that the king laid, not without rea- 
son, that he had been more an enemy to his people by 
thefc cor.ceflicns, could he have prevented them, than by 
any other action of his life. 

O? all the demands of the parliament, Charles fefufed 
only two. Though he relinquifhed almoft every power of 
the crown, he would neither give up his friends to punilh- 
ment, nor defert what he efteemed his religious duty. The 
fevere repentance, which he had undergone, for aban- 
doning Strafford, had, no doubt, confirmed hi:-n iu the re- 
folution never again to be guilty of a like error. His long 
folitude and fevere afflictions had contributed to rivet him 
the more in thofe religious principles, which had ever a 
confiderable influence ever him. His delire, however, of 
finifhing an accommodation, induced him to go as far in 
both thefc particulars, as he thought any-wife confiftent 
with his duty. 

The eflates of the royalifts being, at that time, almoll 
entirely under fequeftration, Charles, who could give 
them no protection, confented that they fhould pay fuch 
compofitions as they and the parliament could agree on ; 
and only begged that they might be made as moderate as 
poffible. He had not the difpofal of offices ; and it feemed 
but a fmall facrince to confent, that Certain number of 
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CHAP- his friends fhould be rendered incapable of public employ- 
LIX . ments*. But when the parliament demanded a bill of at- 
V^r-v-^ tainder and banifhment againft fevert perfons, the mar- 
l6 4 g - quis of Newcaftle, lord Digby, lord Eiron, fir Marma- 
duke Langdale, fir Richard Granville> fir Francis Dod- 
dington, and judge Jenkins, the king abfolittely refufed 
compliance : Their banifhment for a limited time he was 
willing to agree tof. 

Religion was the fatal point about which the differ- 
ences had arifen-, and of all others, it was the leaft fuf- 
teptible of composition or moderation between the con- 
tending parties. The parliament infiftt d on the eftablifti- 
tnentof prefbytery, the faleof the chapter lands, the abo- 
lition of all forms of prayer, and ftritT: laws againft catho- 
lics. The king offered to retrench every thing which he 
did not efteem of apoftolical inflitution ; He was willing 
* to abolifh zrchbifhops, deans, prebends, canons : He of- 
fered that the chapter lands fhould be let at low leafes 
during ninety-nine years : He confented, that the prefent 
church government fhould continue during three yearsj. 
After that time, he required not that any thing (hould be 
i«eftored tobifhops, but the power of ordination, and even 
that power to be exercifed by advice of the prefbyters§. 
If the parliament upon the expiration of that period, ftill 
infifted on their demand, all other branches' of epifcopal 
; avifdiction were abolifhed, and a new form of church go- 
vernment muft, by common confent, be eftablifhed. The 
book of common prayer he was willing to renounce, but 
required the liberty of ufing fome other liturgy in his 
own chapel|| : A demand, which, though feemingly rea- 
fonable, was pofitively refilled by the parliament. 

In the difpute on thefe articles, one is not furprifed, 
that two of the parliamentary theologians fhould tell the 
king, That if he did not confetti to the utter abolition of epifco- 
Jiacy, he would be damned. But it is not without fome in- 
dignation that we read the following vote of the lords and 
commons: " The houfes, out of their deteftation to that 
'« abominable idolatry ufed in the mafs, to declare, that 
« they cannot admit of, or confent unto, any fuch indul- 
" gence in any law, as is defired by his majefty, for ex- 
" empting the queen and her family from the penalties to 
" be ena£ted againft the cxevcife of the mafs^.'' The trea- 
ty of marriage, the regard to the queen's fex and high fta- 

* Walker, p. 61. t Ibid, p, 91. 93. \ S>}9. p. i<). jj. 49. 
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Hon, even common humanity; all confiderations were CHAP, 
under valued, in companion of their bigoted prejudices*. LIX. 

It was evidently the intereft, both of king and parlia- v^~v-^ 
ment, to finilh their treaty with all expedition ; and en- 1648. 
deavour, by their combined force, to refill, if poffible, the 
ufurping fury of the army. It feemed even the intereft of 
the parliament, to leave in the king's hand a confiderable 
fhare of authority, by which he might be enabled to pro- 
tect them and himfelf from fo dangerous an enemy. But 
the terms on which they infilled, were fo rigorous, that 
the king, fearing no worfe from the moll implacabjc ene- 
mies, was in no hafte to come to a conclufion. And fo 
great was the bigotry on both fides, that they were willing 
to facrifice die greateft civil interefls, rather than relin- 
quiih the moll minute of their theological contentions. 
From thefe caufes, allifted by the'artifice of the indepen- 
dents, the treaty was fpun out to fuch a length, that the 
invafions and infurrecTions were every where fubdued ; 
and the army had leifure to execute their violent and fan- 
guinary purpofes. 

Hamilton, having entered England with a numerous, civil war 
although Undifciplined, army, durft not unite his forces and inva- 
with thole of Langdale ; beeaufe the Englifh royalifts had re P rc ^ 
refufed to take the covenant ; and the Scottifh prefbyteri- 
ans, though engaged for the king, refufed to join them on 
any other terms. The two armies marched together, tho' 
at fome diftance ; nor could even the approach of the par- 
liamentary army under Cromwel, oblige the covenanters 
to confult their own fafety, by a clofe union with the roy- 
alifts. When principles are lb abfurd and fo deftructive 
of human fociety, it may fafely be averred, that the more 
fincere and the more difinterefted they are, they only be- 
come the more ridiculous and more odious. 

Cromwel feared not to oppofe 8000 men, to the nu- 
merous armies of io,ooo, commanded by Hamilton and 
Langdale. He attacked the latter by f'.'rprife, near Pref- 
ton in Lancafhiref ; and though the royalifts madea brave 
refiltance, yet not being fuccoured in time by their confe- 
derates, they were almoft entirely cut in pieces. Hamil- 
ton was next attacked, put to rout, and purfued to Urox- 
eter, where he furrendered himfelf prifoner. Cromwel 
followed his advantage; and marchingpnto Scotland with 
a confiderable body, joined Argyle, who was alfo in arms, 
and having fuppreffed Lancric, Monro, and other mode- 
rate prefbyterians, he placed .-the power entirely in the 
hands of the violent party. The eccleliaftical authority, 

* See notr j NNT at ihe end of tnc volume. * I ;tfi of Aryifl < 
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CHAP, exalted above the civil, excrcifed the fevereft veangeancr 
LIX. on all who had a fhare in Hamilton's engage ment, as it 

v^-v-**-* was called ; nor could any of that party recover trull, or 
1648. cven j;f e j n f a fety, but by doing folemn and public penance 
for taking arms, by authority of parliament, in defence of 
their lawful fovereign. 

The chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firft, counte* 
nanced Hamilton's enttrprife, being terrified with the 
menaces of the clergy, had, fome time before, gone over 
to the other party ; and he now openly in the church, 
though inverted with the higheft civil character in the 
kingdom, did penance for his obedience to the parliament, 
which he termed a carnal fe/f-feeihig. He accompanied 
his penance with fo many tears, and fuch pathetic addref- 
fes to the people for their prayes in this his uttermoft for- 
row and diltrtfs, that an univeTfal weeping and lamenta- 
tion took place among the deluded audience*. 

The loan of great turns of money, often to the ruin of 
families, was exacted 'rom all fuch as lay under any fuf- 
picion of favouring the king's party, though their conduct 
had been ever fo inoffenfive. This was a device, fallen up- 
on by the ruling p rty, in order, as they faid, to reach 
Heart Malig>ia>its\. Never, in this ifland, was known a 
more fevere and arbitrary government, than was generally 
exercifed by the patrons of liberty in both kingdoms. 

The fiege of Colchefter terminated in a manner no lefs 
unfortunate than Hamilton's engagement for the royal 
caufe. After fuffering the titmoft extremities of famine, 
after feeding on the vileft aliments ; the garrifon defired, 
at laft, to capitulate. Fairfax required them to furrender 
at difcretion ; and he gave fuch an explanation to thefc 
terms, as to referve tohimfelf power, if he plcafed, to put 
them all inftantly to the fword. The officers endeavoured, 
though in vain, to perfuade the fcldiers, by maVing a vi- 
gorous fally, to break through, at leaft to fell their lives as 
dear as polHble. They were obliged! to accept of the con- 
ditions offered ; and Fairfax, inftigated by Ireton, to whom, 
Cromwel, in his abfencc, had configned over the govern- 
ment of thepaffivc general, feixed fir Charles Lucas, and 
fir George Lifle, 4 and refolved to make them inftant facri- 
fices to military ju(licc. This unufual feverity was loudly 
exclaimed againlt by all the prifoners. Lord Capel, fear- 
lefs of danger, reproached Ireton with it ; and challenged 1 
him, as they were all engaged in the fame honourable 
caufe, to exercife the fame impartial vengeance on all ©f 
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them. Lucas was firfl: (hot, and he himfelf gave orders to* C H A P. 
fire, with the fame alacrity as if he had commanded a LIX. 
platoon of his own foldiers. Lifle inltantly ran and kifTed {y V >J 
the dead body, then cheerfully prefented himfelf to alike l6 4 8 - 
fate. Thinking that the foldiers, deftinecl for his execu- 
tion, it od at too great a diftance, he called to them to 
come nearer : One of them replied, ni warrant \ou, Sir, 
we'll hit you: He anfwered, fmiling, Friends, 1 have been 
nearer you -when you have mijfed me. Thus perifhed this ge- 
nerous fpirit, not lefs beloved for his modelty and huma- 
nity, than efteemed for his courage and military conduct. 

jiooN after, a gentleman appearing in the king's pre- 
fence, clothed in mourning for fir Charles Lucas ; that 
humane prince, fuddenly recollecting the hard fate of his 
.friends, paid them a tribute, which none of hi own un- 
paralleled misfortunes ever extorted from him : He dif- . 
folved into a flood of tears *. 

By thefe multiplied fuccefl'es of the army, they had fub- 
dued all their enemies; and none remained but the help- 
lefs king and parliament, to oppofe their violent meafures. 
From Cromwel's fuggeftion, a remonftrance was drawn 
by the council of general officers, and fent to the parlia- 
ment. They there complain of the treaty with the king ; 
demand his punimment for the blood fpilt during the war'} 
require a diflblution of the prefent parliament, and a more 
equal reprefentation for the future ; and aflert, that, 
though fervants, they are entitled to reprefent thefe im- 
portant points to their matters, who are themfelves no 
better than fervants and truftees of the people. At the 
fame time, they advanced with the army to Windfor, and 
fent colonel Eure to feize the king's perfon at Newport, 
and convey him to Hurft caftle in the neighbourhood, 
where he was detained in ftrict confinement. 

This meafure being forefeen fome time before, the The kin* 
king was exhorted to make his cfcape, which was con- fcized 
ceived to be very eafy : But having given his word to the j^?'"..^. 
parliament not to attempt the recovery of his liberty dur- ' 
ing the treaty, and three weeks after ; he would not, by 
any perfuafion, be induced to hazard the reproach of vi- 
olating that promife. In vain was it urged, that a promife, 
given to the parliament, could no longer be binding; fince 
they could no longer aifbrd him protection from violence, 
threatened him by other perfons, to whom he was bound 
by no tie or engagement. The king would indulge no re-, 
finements ofcafuiltry, however plauf.ble, in fuch delicate. 
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CHAP. fubjecls ; and was refolved, that, what depredations foe- 
LIX. ver fortune Should commit upon him, {he never mould bc- 

.(*/~Y ~\J reave him of his honour*. 

j£.;S, The parliament loft not courage, notwithftanding the 

danger with which they were fo nearly menaced. Though 
without any plan for refilling military usurpations, they 
refolved to withftand them to the uttermoft ; and rather 
to bring on a violent and vifible fubverfion of government, 
than lend their authority to thofe illegal and fanguinary 
meafures which were projected. They fet afide the re- 
monftrance of the army, without deigning to anfwer it ; 
they voted the feizing of the king's perfon to be without 
their confer.t, and fent a meffage to the general, to know 
by what authority that enterprife had been executed ; and 
they ifiued orders that the army fliould advance no nearer 
to London. 

Hollis, theprefent leader of the prefbyterians, was a 
man of unconquerable intrepidity ; and many others of 
that party feconded his magnanimous fpirir. It was propos- 
ed by them, that the generals and principal officers Should, 
for their difobedience and ufurpations, be proclaimed trai* 
tors by the parliament. 

But the parliament was dealing with men who would 
not be frightened by words, nor retarded by any fcrupu- 
lous delicacy. The generals under the name of Fairfax 
(for he ftill allowed them to employ his name) march-» 
ed the army to London, and, placing guards in White- 
hall, the Meufe, St. James's, Durham-houfe, Covent* 
garden, and Palace-yard, furrounded the parliament with 
their hoftile armaments. 
Ike. 6. The parliament, deftitute of all hopes of prevailing, re- 

ihe houfe tained, however, courage to refift. They attempted in the- 
face of the army, to dole their treaty with the king ; and 
though they had formerly voted his concefiions with re- 
gard to the church and delinquents, to be unfatisfa£tory, 
they now took into confideration the final refolution with 
regard to the whole. After a violent debate of three days, 
it was carried, by a majority of I29ngainft 83, in the 
houfe of commons, that the king's concclfions were a 
foundation for the houfes to proceed upon in the fcttle- 
ment of the kingdom. 

Next day, when the commons were to meet, colonel 
I 1649. Pride, formerly a drayman, had environed the houfe with 
, two regiments ; and, directed by lord Grey, of Groby, 

he Seized in the paffage, forty-one members of the pref- 

* Co!. Ccpk's Memoirs, p. 174. Rufh. vol. viii, p. 134;. 
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byterian party, and fent them to a low room, which paf- 
fed by the appellation of hell j whence they were after- 
wards carried to feveral inns. Above 160 members more 
were excluded ; and none were allowed to enter but the 
molt furious and moft determined of the independents ; 
2nd thefe exceeded not the number of fifty or lixty. This 
invafion of the parliament commonly paffed under the 
name of colonel Pride's purge ; fo much difpofed w as the 
nation to make merry with the dethroning of thofe mem- 
bers, who had violently arrogated the whole authority of 
government, and deprived the king of his legal preroga- 
tives. 

The fubfequent proceedings of the parliament, if this 
diminutive ailembly deferve that honourable name, retain 
not the lead appearance of law, equity, or freedom. They 
inftantly reverfed the former vote, and declared the king's, 
conceffions unfatisfaclory. They determined, that no 
member abfent at this laft vote, fliould be received, till he 
fubferibed it as agreeable to his judgment. They renew- 
ed their former vote of non-addrefles. And they com- 
mitted to prifon fir William Waller, fir John Clotworthy, 
the generals MafTey, Brown, Copley, and other leaders of 
the prefbyterians. Thefe men, by their credit and autho- 
rity, which was then very high, had,- at the commence- 
ment of the war, fupported the parliament ; and thereby 
prepared the way for the greateft of the prefent leaders, 
who, at that time, were of fmall account in the nation. 

The fecluded members having publifhed a paper, con- 
taining a narrative of the violence which had been exer- 
cifed upon them, and a proteftation, that all acls were 
void, v/hich from that time had been tranfadted in the 
houfe of commons ; the remaining members encountered 
it with a declaration, in which they pronounced it falfe, 
fcandalous, feditious, and tending to the deflruftion of 
the vifible and fundamental government of the kingdom. 

Thf.se fudden and violent revolutions held the whole 
nation in terror and aftonilhmcnt. Every man dreaded to 
be trampled under foot, in the contention between thofe 
mighty powers which difputed for the fovereignty of the 
ftate. Many began to withdraw their effects beyond fea: 
Foreigners fcrujded to give any credit to a people, fotorn 
by domeftic faftion, and opprefled by military ufurpa- 
tion : Even the internal commerce of the kingdom began 
to ftagnatc : and in order to remedy thefe growing evils, 
the generals, in the name of the army, publifhed a deckv. 
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CHAP, ration, in which they exprefTed their refolution of fup- 
LIX. portingjaw and juftice . 

. <J ^ HE more t0 ( l u ' et m ' n ^ s of men > tne council of 
1648. officers took into confideration, a fcheme called The agree- 
ment of the people being the plan of a republic, to be fub- 
itituted in the place of that government which they had 
. fo violently puiled in pieces. Many parts of this fcheme, 
for correcting the inequalities of the reprefentative, are 
phufible •, had the nation been difpofed to receive it, or 
had the army intended to impofe it. Other parts are too 
perfect for human nature, and favour ftrongly of that fa- 
natical fpirit fo prevalent throughout the kingdom. 

The height of all iniquity and fanatical extravagance 
yet remained ; the public trial and execution of their fo- 
vereign. To this period was every meafure precipitated 
by the zealous independents. The parliamentary leaders 
of that .party had intended, that the army, thcmfelves, 
fhould execute that daring enterprife ; and they deemed 
fo irregular and lawlefs a deed, beft fitted to fuch irregu- 
lar and lawlefs inftrumentsf. But the ^enemls were too 
wife, to load themfelves fingly with the infamy v.hich, 
they knew, muft attend an action fo (hocking to the gene- 
ral fentiments of mankind. 1 he parliament, they were 
refolved, Ihould fhare with them the reproach of a mea- 
fure which was thought requifite for the advancement of 
their common ends of fafety and ambition. In the houfe 
of commons, therefore, a committee was appointed to 
bring in a charge againll the king. On their report, a vote 
pallid, declaring it treafon in the king to levy war againft 
his parliament, and appointing a High Court of Jus- 
tice to try Charles for his new invented treafon. This 
vote was ftnt up to the houfe of peers. 

The houfe of peers during the civil wars had, all along, 
been of fmall account ; but it had lately, fince the king's 
fall, become totally contemptible ; and very few members 
would fubmit tothe mortification of attending it. Ithappen- 
ed, thatday, to be fuller fhan ufual, and they were afiemb.ed 
to the number of fixtetn. AVithout one diflenting voice, 
and almoft without deliberation, they inltaiuly rejected the 
vote of the lower houfe, and adjourned themfelves for ten 
days; hoping that this delay would be able to retard the 
furious career of the commons. 

The commons were not to be flopped by fo fmall an, 
obflacle. Having firft eftabliflied a principle, which is no- 
ble in itfclf, and feems fpecious, but is belied by all hiflo* 
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T)' and experience, That the people are the origin of all juji CHAP. 
power; they next declared, that the commons of England, L1X. 
aflcmbled in p irliament, being chofen by the people, and S^^Y"**' 
reprefenting them, are the fupreme authority of the na- '" 4 9' 
lion, and that whatever is enacted and declared to be law 
by the commons, had the force of law, without the con- 
lent of king or houfe of peers. The ordinance for the tri- January 4. 
al of Charles Stuart, king of England, fo they called him, 
was again read, and unanimoufly aflented to. 

In proportion to the enormity of the violences and 
ufurpations, were augmented the pretences of fandtity, 
among thofe regicides. " Should any one^iave volun- 
tarily propofed," faid Ciomwel in the houfc, " to bring 
" the king to punilhment, I fhould have regarded him as 
" the grcateft traitor; but, fince providence and neceffity 
" have caft us upon it, I will pray to God for a bleffing 
u on your counfels ; though I am not prepared to give 
M you any advice on this important occafion. Even I my- 
* c felf," fubjoined he, " when I was lately offering up pe- 
*' titions for his majefty s reftoration, felt my tongue 
•* cleave to the roof of my mouth, and confidered this 
" preternatural movement as the anfwer which heaven, 
" having rejected the king, had fent to my fupplica- 
« tions." 

A woman of Hertford (hire, illuminated by prophetical ' 
vifions, delired admittance into the military council, and 
communicated to the officers a revelation, which allured 
them, that their meafures were confecrated from above, 
and ratified by a heavenly fanttion. This intelligence 
gave them great comfort, and much confirmed them in 
their prefent rofolutions*. 

Colonel Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, and the moft 
furious enthufiaft in the army, was fent with a ftrong 
party to conduct the king to London. At Windfor, Ha- 
milton who was there detained a prifoncr, was admitted in 
to the king's prefence ; and falling on his knees, palfion- 
ateJy exclaimed, My clear majler ! — / have indeed been fo 
to you , replied Charles, embracing him.J^o farther inter- 
courfe was allowed between them. The kiag was inflant* 
ly hurried away. • Hamilton long followed him with his 
eyes, all iuflufed in tears, and prognofticated, that, in this 
ftiort falutation, he had given the laft adieu to his fovc- 
reign and his friend. 

Char lK.s himfelf was allured, that the period of hrs 
life was now approaching ; but notwithlhnding all this 

* wlittloclcie, p- 36a! 
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CHAP, preparations which were making, and the intelligence 
LIX. which he received, he could not, even yet, believe that 
his enemies really meant to conclude their violences by a 
J<M9- public trial and execution. A private afiaffination he every 
moment looked for ; and though Harrifon allured him, 
that his apprehenfions were entirely groundiefs, it was 
by that cataltrcphe, lb frequent with dethroned princes, 
•that he expected to terminare his life. In appearance, as- 
well as in reality, the king was now dethroned. All the 
exterior fymbols of fovereignty were withdrawn, and his 
attendants had orders to ferve him without ceremony. At 
firft, he was fhocked with inftances of rudenefs and fami-* 
liarity, to which he had been fo little accultomed. No* 
thing fo contemptible as a defpifed prince ! was the reflection 
which they fuggefted to him. But he foon reconciled his 
mind to this, as he had done to his other calamities. 

All the circumftances of the trial were now adjufted ; 
and the high court of juftice fully conftituted. It cenfif- 
ted of 133 perfons, as named by the commons : but there 
fcarccly ever fat above 70 : So difficult was it, notwith- 
ftanding the blindnefs of prejudice and the allurements 
j of intereft, to engage men of any name or character in 
that criminal meafure. Cronrwel Ireton, Harrifon, and 
the chief officers of the army, moft of them of mean 
birth, were members, together with fome of the lower 
, houfe, and fome citizens of London. The twelve judges 

were at firft appointed in the number : But as they had 
affirmed, that it was contrary to all the ideas of Englifh 
law, to try the king for treaibn, by whefe authority all 
accufations for ticafon mud neceifarily be conducted ; 
their names, as well as thofe of fome peers, were after- 
wards ftruct out. Bradfhaw, a lawyer, was chofen pre- 
fident. Coke was appointed folicitor for the people of 
England. Uoriflaus, Steele, and Aflce, were named afiif- 
tants. The court fat in Weftminfter-hail. 

It is remarkable, that, in calling over the court, when 
the crier pronounced the name of Fairfax, which had been 
inferted in the number, a voice came from one of the 
fpedtators, and cried, He has more ivit than to be here. 
When the charge was read againft the king, In the 'name 
of the people of England; the fame voice exclaimed, Not a 
tenth part of them. Axtel the officer, who guarded the court, 
giving orders to fire into the box whence thefe infolcnt 
fpeeches came ; it was difcovered, that lady Fairfax was 
there, and that it was ffic who had had the courage to ut- 
ter them. She was a perfon of noble extraction, daugh- 
ter of Horace, lord Vere of Tilbury ; but being fecluced 
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by the violence of the times, ftie had long feconded her CHAP, 
•hufband's zeal againft the royal caufe, and was now, as L.IX. 
veil as he, (truck with abhorrence at the fatal and un- (^YXJ 
expected confequence of all his boafted victories. 1649. 

The pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this tranfac- T !"j kingt 
tion correfponded to the greateft conception that is fug- tria ' 
gefted in the annals of human kind ; the delegates of a 
great people fitting in judgment upon their fupreme ma- 
gistrate, and trying him for his mifgovernment and breach 
of truft. The foiicitor, in the name of the commons, re- 
prefented, that Charles Stuart, being admitted king of Eng-« 
land, and entrujled with a limited power ; yet nevcrthe- 
lefs, from a wicked defign to erect an unlimited and ty- 
rannical government, had traiteroufly and malicioully levi- 
ed war againft the prefent parliament, and the people 
whom they reprefented, and was therefore impeached as 
a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and implacable 
enemy to the commonwealth. After the charge was fi- 
nifhed, the prefident directed his difcourfe 10 the king, 
and told him, that the court expected his anfwer. 

The king, though long detained a prifoner, and now 
produced as a criminal, fuftained, by his magnanimous 
courage, the majefty of a monarch. With great temper 
and dignity, he declined the authority of the court, and 
refufed to l'ubmit himfelf to their jurisdiction. He repre- 
fented, that having been engaged in treaty with his two 
houfes of parliament, and having nnilhed almoft every ar- 
ticle, he had expected to be brought to his capital in ano- 
ther manner, and ere this time, to have been reftored to , 
his power, dignity, revenue, as well as to his perfonal 11- * 
berty : That he could not now perceive any appearance of 
the upper houfe, fo elTential a member of the conftitution \ 
and had learned, that even the commons, whofe authority 
was pretended, were fubdued by lawlefs force, and were 
bereaved of their liberty: That he himfelf was their na- 
tive hereditary king \ nor was the whole authority 
of the ftate, though free and united, entitled to try him, 
who derived his dignity from the Supreme Majefty of hea- 
ven: That, admitting thofe extravagant principles which 
levelled all orders of men, the court could plead no pow- 
er delegated by the people: unlefs the confeni of every 
individual, down to the meaneft and moft ignorr it pea- 
fant, had been previoufly aflced and obtained: Tha he ac- 
knowledged, without fcruple, that he had a trujl commit- 
ted to him, and one moft facred and inviolable ; he was 
cntrufted with the liberties of his people, and would not 
now betray them, by recognifing a power founded on ths 
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CHAP; m oft atrocious violence and ufurpntion : That having ta- 
LIS.. ken arms, 2nd frequently expofed his life in defence oF 

L/'Y\J public liberty, of the conftitution, of the fundamental 
laws of the kingdom, he was willing, in this lad and mofl 
folemn fcene, to feal with his blood thofe precious rights, 
for which, though in vain, he bad fo long contended: That 
rhofc who arrogated a title to fit as his judges, were born 
his fubjedts, and born fubjects to thofe laws, w hich deter- 
mined, That the king can da no wrong : That he was not re- 
duced to the neceflity of fheltering himfelf under this gc- 
, neral maxim, which guards every Eiiglifh monarch, even 

the leaft deferring; but was able, by the moft fatisfa£to- 
ry reafons, to juflify thofe meafures in which he had been 
engaged : That, to the whole world, and even to them, 
his pretended judges, he was defirous, if called upon in 
another manner, to prove the integrity of his conduct, 
and afiert the juftice of thofe defenfive arms, to which, 
unwillingly and unfortunately, he had had recourfe: But 
that, in order to preferve a uniformity of conduct, he muft 
at prefer t forego the apology of his innocence; left, by 
ratifying an authority, no better founded than that of rob- 
bers and pirates, he be juftly branded as the betrayer, in- 
ft'ead of being applauded as the martyr, of the conftitu- 
tion. 

Thk prefident, in order to fupport the majefty of the 
people, and maintain the fuperiority of his court above 
the prifoner, ft 1 11 inculcated, that he muft not decline the 
authority of his judges ; that they over-ruled his objec- 
tions ; that they were delegated by the people, the only 
fource of every lawful po er ; and that kings themfelves 
afted but in truft from that community, which had in- 
verted this high court of juftice with its jurifdicTion. Even 
according to thofe principles, which in his prefent fitua- 
tion he was perhaps obliged to adopt, his behaviour in ge- 
neral will appear not a little harfh and barbarous ; but, 
when we confider him as a fubjec~t> and one too of no high 
chara&er, addreffing himfelf to his unfortunate fovereign, 
his ftyle will be efteemed, to the laft degree, audacious 
and infolent. 

Threc times was Charles produced before the court, 
and as often declined their jurifdiction. On the fourth, 
the judges having examined fome witnefles, by whom it 
was proved that the king had appeared in arms againft the 
forces commiffioned by the parliament ; they pronounced 
fentence againft him. He feemed very anxious, at this 
time, to be admitted to a conference with the two houfes ; 
and it was fuppofed, that he intended to refign the crown 
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to his fort : Rut the court refufed compliance, and confidcr- CH A V* 
rd that requeft as nothing but a delay of juflice. LIX. 

It is confefied, that the king's behaviour, during this L/~V°vJ 
laft fcene of his life, does honour to his memory ; and *fj<9- 
that, in all appearances before his judges, he never forgot ' 
his part, either as a prince or as a man. Firm and intrepid, 
he maintained, in each reply, the utmoft perfpicuity and 
juftnefs both of thought and expreffion ': Mild and cqua» 
ble, he rofe into no paflion at that unufual- authority 
which was afiumed over him. His foul, without effort or 
affectation, feemed only to remain in the fituation fami- 
liar to it, and to look down with contempt on all the ef- 
forts of human malice and iniquity. The foldiers, infti- 

tated by their fuperiors, were brought, though with dif- 
culty, to cry aloud for juflice : Poor fouls ! faid the king 
to one of his attendants ; for a little money they would do 
0s much againjl their commanders* . Some of them were 
permitted to go the utmofl length of brutal infolence, and 
to fpit in his face, as he was conducted along the paffage 
to the court. To excite a fentiment of piety was the only 
effect which this inhuman infult was able to produce upon 
him. 

The people, though under the rod of la wlefs, unlimited 
power, could not forbear, with the mod ardent prayers, 
pouring forth their wifhes for his prefervation j and, in 
his prcfent diftr?fs, they avowed him, by their generous 
tears, for their monarch, whom, in their mifguided fury, 
they had before fo violently rejected. The king was fof- 
tened at this moving fcene, and expreffed his gratitude for 
their dutiful affection. One foldier too, feized by conta- 
gious fympathy, demanded from heaven a blcffing on op- 
prefled and fallen majefty : His officer, overhearing, the 
prayer, beat him to the ground in the king's prefence. 
'the punijhment, methinks, exceeds the offence : This was 
the reflection which Charles formed on that occafionf. 

As foon as the intention of trying th; king was known 
in foreign countries, fo enormous an action was exclaim- 
ed againft by the general voice of reafon and humanity ; 
and all men, under whatever form of government they 
were born, rejected this example, as the utmoft effort of 
undifguifed ufurpation, and the mod heinous infult on 
Jaw and juflice. The French ambaffador, by orders from 
his court, interpofed in the king's behalf : The Dutch em- 
ployed their good offices : The Scots exclaimed and pro- 
tected againft the violence : The queen, the prince, wrote 

* Ruflrworth, vol. -viii, p. 14ZJ. t Warwick, p. 339. 
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CHAP, pathetic letters to the parliament. All folicitations were 
LIX. found fruitlcfs with men whofe refolutions were fixed and 

{J^WJ irrevocable. 
i649' Four of Charles.' friends, perfons of virtue and digni- 

ty, Richmond, Hertford, Southampton, Lindfey, applied 
to the commons. They represented, that they were the 
king's counfellors, and had concurred, by their advice, in 
all thofe meafures which were now imputed as crimes to- 
their royal maflcr : That in the eye of the law, and ac- 
cording to the dictates of common reafon, they alone 
were guilty, and were alone expofed to cenfure for every 
blameable action of the prince : And that they now pre- 
sented themfelves, in order to fave, by their own punifh- 
ment, that precious life which it became the commons 
themfelves, and every fubjecl:, with the utmoft hazard, to 
protect and defend*. Such a generous effort tended to 
their honour ; but contributed nothing towards the king's 
fafety. 

The people remained in that filence and aftonifhment 
-which all great paflions, when they have not an opportu- 
nity of exerting themfelves, naturally produce in the hu- 
man mind. The foldiers being inceflantly plied with pray- 
ers, fermons, and exhortations, were wrought up to a de- 
gree of fury, and imagined, that in the atts of the moft 
extreme difloyalty towards their prince, confuted their 
greatcft merit in the eye of heavenf. 

Three days were allowed the king between his fen- 
tence and his execution. This interval he pafied with great 
tranquility, chiefly in reading and devotion. All his fa- 
mily that remained in England were allowed accefs to him. 
It confifted only of the prineefs Elizabeth and the duke 
of Glocefter j for the duke of York had made his efcape. 
Glocefter was little more than an infant : The prineefs, 
notwithstanding her tender years, fhewed an advanced 
judgment ; and tfie calamities of her family had made a 
deep impreffion upon her. After many pious confolations 
and advices, the king gave her in charge to tell the queen, 
that, during the whole courfe of Jiis life, he had never 
once, even in thought, failed in las fidelity towards her ; 
and that his conjugal tendernefs and his life fhould have an 
equal duration. 

To the young duke too, he could not forbear giving 
fome advice, in order to feafon his mind with early prin- 
ciples of loyalty and obedience towards his brother, who 
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was fo foon to be his fovereign. Holding him on his knee, CHAP, 
he faid, ** Now they will cut off thy father's head." At LIX. 
thefe words, the child looked very ftedfaftly upon him. O'VXJ 
" Mark, child ! what I fay : They will cut off my head ! 1649- 
*' and perhaps make thee a king : But mark what I fay, 
<c thou mult not be a king, as long as thy brothers, Charles 
« and James are alive. They will cut off thy brothers' 
" heads, when they can catch them ! And thy head too 
<c they will cut c*Y at laft ! Therefore, I charge thee, do 
" not be made a king by them !" The duke, fighing, re- 
plied, " I will be torn in pieces firft !" So determined an 
anfwer, from one of fuch tender years, filled the king's 
eyes with tears of joy and admiration. 

Every night, during this interval, the king flept found 
as ufuai ; though the noife of workmen, employed in 
framing the fcaffold, and other preparations for his execu- 
tion, continually refounded in his ears*. The morning of 
the fatal day he rofe early ; and calling Herbert, one of 
his attendants, he bade him employ more than ufual care 
in dreffing him, and preparing him for fo great and joy- 
ful a folemnity. Bifhop Juxon, a man endowed with the 30 th Jan. 
fame mild and fteady virtues, by which the king him- 
felf was fo much diftinguifhed,. aflifted him in his devo- 
tions, and paid the laft melancholy duties to his friend and 
fovereign. 

The ftreet before Whitehall was the place deftined And eIe _ 
for the execution : For it was intended, by choofing that cution. 
very place, in fight of his own palace, to difplay more evi- 
dently the triumph of popular juftice over royal majefty. 
When the king came upon the fcaffold, he found it fo fur- 
rounded with foldiers, that he could not expect to be 
heard by any of the people : He addrefled, therefore, his 
difcourfe to the few perfons who were about him ; par- 
ticularly colonel Tomlinfon, to whofe care he had lately 
been committed, and upon whom, as upon many others, 
his amiable deportment had wrought an entire converfion. 
He juftified his own innocence in the late fatal wars, and 
obferved, that he had not taken arms till after the parlia- 
ment had inlifted forces ; nor had he any other object in 
his warlike operations, than to preferve that authority en- 
tire, which his predeceflbrs had tranfmitted to him. He 
threw not, however, die blame upon the parliament ; but 
was more inclined to think that ill instruments had inter- 
pofed, and raifed in them fears and jealoufies with regard, 
to his intentions. Though innocent towards his people, 
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CHAP, he acknowledged the equity of his execution in the eyes 
LTX. of his Maker ; and obferved, that an unjuft fentencey 

{y~V\J which he had fuffered to take effect, was now punilhed 
1649. by an unjuft fentence upon himfelf. He forgave all his 
enemies, even the chief inftruments of his death ; but ex- 
horted them and the whole nation to return to the ways 
of peace, by paying obedience to their lawful fovereign, 
his fon and fucceffor. When he was preparing himfelf for 
the block, biftiop Juxon called to him ; " There is, fir, but 
" one ftage more, which, though turbulent and trouble- 
« fome, is yet a very fliort one. Confider, it willfoon carry 
" you a great way; it will carry you from earth to heaven ; 
" and there you (hall find, to your great joy, the prize to 
" which you haften,a crown of glory." " I go," replied the 
king, " from a corruptible to an incorruptible crown ; 
*' where no difturbance can have place." At one blow was 
his head fevered from his body. A man in a vizor perform- 
ed the office of executioner : Another, in a like difguife, 
held up to the fpeftators, the head, ftreaming with blood, 
and cried aloud, This is the head of a traitor ! 

It is impoffible to defcribe the grief, indignation, and 
aftonifiSment, which took place, not only among the fpec- 
tators, who were overwhelmed with a flood of forrow, 
but throughout the whole nation, as foon as the report of 
this fatal execution was conveyed to them. Never mo- 
narch, in the full triumph of fuccefs and victory, was 
more dear to his people, than his misfortunes and magna- 
nimity, his patience and piety, had rendered this unhap- 
py prince. In proportion to their former delufions, which 
had animated them againfi: him, was the violence of their 
return to duty and affection ; while each reproached him- 
felf, either with active difloyalty towards him, or with too 
indolent defence of his oppreffed caufe. On weaker minds, 
the effect of thefe complicated paffioris was prodigious. 
Women are faid to have caft forth the untimely fruit of 
their womb : Others fell into convulfions, or funk into 
fuch a melancholy as attended them to their grave : Nay, 
fome unmindful of themfelves, as though they could not, 
or would not, furvive their beloved prince, it is reported, 
fuddenly fell down dead. The very pulpits were bedewed 
with unl'uborned tears ; thofe pulpits, which had formerly 
thundered out the moft violent imprecations and anathe- 
mas againft him. And all men united in their dcteftation 
of thofe hypocritical parricides, who, by fanttificd pre- 
, tences, had fo long difguifed their treafons, and in this 
Jaft aft of iniquity had thrown an indeliable {lain upon 
the nation. 
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A fresh inftance of hypocrify was difplayed the very CHAf. 
day of the king's death. The generous Fairfax, not eon- LIX. 
tent with being abfent from the trial, had ufed all the in- C/'VAJ 
tereft which he yet retained, to prevent the execution of 
the fatal fentence ; and had even employed perfuafion 
with his own regiment, though none elfe fhould follow 
him, to refcue the king from his difloyal murderers. Crom- 
wel and Ircton, informed of his intention, endeavoured 
to convince him that the Lord had rejected the king ; and 
they exhorted him to feek by prayer fome direction from 
heaven on this important occafion : But they concealed 
from him that they had already figned the warrant for the 
execution. Harrifon was the perfon appointed to join in 
prayer with the unwary general. By agreement, he pro- 
longed his doleful cant, till intelligence arrived, that the 
fatal blow was ftruck. He then rofe from his knees, and 
infilled with Fairfax, that this event was a miraculous and 
providential anlwer, which heaven had fent to their de- 
vout fupplications*. 

It being remarked, that the king, the moment before 
|ie ftretched out his neck to the executioner, had faid to 
Juxon, with a very earned accent, the fingle word Re- 
member j great myfteries were fuppofed to be concealed 
under that expreflion ; and the generals vehemently infif- 
ted with the prelate, that he mould inform them of the 
king's meaning. Juxon told them, that che king, having 
frequently charged him to inculcate on his fon the for- 
givenefs of his murderers, had taken this opportunity, in' 
the laft moment of his life, when his commands, he fup- 
pofed, would be regarded as facred and inviolable, to rei- 
terate that defire ; and that his mild fpirit thus terminated 
its prefent courfe, by an act of benevolence cowards his 
greateft enemies. 

The character of this prince, as that of moll men, if 
not of all men, was mixed ; but his virtues predominated 
extremely above his vices, or, more properly fpeaking, 
his imperfe&ions : For fcarce any of his faults rofe to that 
pitch as to merit the appellation of vices. To confider 
him in the moft favourable light, it may be affirmed, that 
his dignity was free from pride, his humanity from weak- 
ness, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance from auf- 
terity.his frugality from avarice: All thefe virtues, in him> 
maintained their proper bounds, and merited unreferved 
praife. To fpeak the moft harfhly of him, we may affirm 
that many of his good qualities were attended with fomc 
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CHAP, latent frailty, which, though feemingly inconfiderable,was 
LIX. able, when feconded by the extreme malevolence of his for- 

v^o-v-*^ tune, to difappoint them of all their influence : His benefi- 
• 649- cent tlifpofition was clouded by a manner not very graci- 
ous ; his virtue was tinctured with fuperftition ; his good 
fenfe was disfigured by a deference to perfons of a capacity 
inferior to his own ; and his moderate temper exempted 
him not from hafty and precipitate refolutions. Hedeferves 
the epithet of a good, rather than of a great man ; and was 
more fitted to rule in a regular eftablifhed government, 
than either to give way to the encroachments of a popu- 
lar affembly, or finally to fubdue their pretenfions. He 
wanted fupplenefs and dexterity fuffkient for the firft 
meafure : He was not endowed with the vigour requifite 
for the fecond. Had he been born an abfolute prince, his 
humanity and good fenfe had rendered his reign happy 
and his memory precious : Had the limitations on prero- 
gative been in his time quite fixed and certain, his inte- 
grity had made him regard, as facred, the boundaries of 
the constitution. Unhappily, his fate threw him into a 
period when the precedents of many former reigns favour- 
ed ftrongly of arbitrary power, and the genius of the peo- 
ple ran violently tow ards liberty. And if his political pru- 
dence was not fufficient to extricate him from fo perilous 
a fituation, he may be excufed ; fince, even after the 
event, when it is commonly eafy to correct; all errrors, 
one is at a lofs to determine what conduct, in his circum- 
ftances, could have maintained the authority of the 
crown, and preferved the peace of the nation. Expofed 
without revenue, without arms, to the affault of furious, 
implacable, and bigoted factions, it was never permitted 
him, but with the molt fatal confequences, to commit the 
fmalleft miftake 5 a condition too rigorous to be impofed 
on the greatefl human capacity. 

Some hiftorians have rafhly queftioned the good faith 
of this prince : But, for this reproach, the moft malignant 
fcrutiny of his conduct, which, in every circumftance, is 
now thoroughly known, affords not any reafonable foun- 
dation. On the contrary, if we confider the extreme diffi- 
culties to which he was fo frequently reduced, and compare 
the fincerity of his profeffions and declarations ; we fhali 
avow, that probity and honour ought juftly to be num- 
bered among his moft finning qualities. In every treaty, 
thofe conceffions which he thought he could not in con- 
fcience maintain, he never could, by any motive or per- 
fuafion, be induced to make. And though fome violation* 
of the petition cf right may perhaps be imputed to him ; 
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thcfc arc more to be afcribed to the necefiity of his fitua- CHAP 
tion, and to the lofty ideas of royal prerogative, which, LIX. 
from former eftablifhed precedents, he had imbibed, than v-*>-v-^- 
to any failure in the integrity of his principles*. l6 49> 

This prince was of a comely prcfence ; of a fweet, but 
melancholy afpect. His face was regular, handfome, and 
well complexioned ; his body, ftrong, healthy and juftly 
proportioned ; and being of a middle ftature, he was ca- 
pable of enduring the greateft fatigues. He excelled in 
horfemanfhip and other exercifes ; and he poflefled all the 
exterior, as well as many of the eflential qualities, which 
form an accomplifhed prince. 

The tragical death of Charles begat a qucftion, whether 
the people, in any cafe, were entitled to judge and to pu- 
nifh their fovereign ; and mod men, regarding chiefly the 
atrocious ufurpation of the pretended judges, and the me- 
rit of the virtuous prince who fufFered, were inclined to 
condemn the republican principle as highly feditious and 
extravagant : But there ftill were a few who, abftracting 
from the particular circumftances of this cafe, were able 
to confider the queftion in general, and were inclined to 
moderate, not contradict, the prevailing fentiment. Such 
might have been their reafoning. If ever on any occafion, 
it were laudable to conceal truth from the populace, it 
mull be confefled, that the doctrine of refiftance affords 
fuch an example; and that all fpeculative reafoners ought 
to obferve, with regard to this principle, the fame cauti- 
ous filence, which the laws in every fpecies of govern- 
ment have ever prefcribed to themfelves. Government 
is inftituted in order to reltrain the fury and injuftice of 
the people ; and being always founded on opinion, not on 
force, it is dangerous to weaken, by thefe fpeculations, the 
reverence which the multitude owe to authority, and to 
inftruct them beforehand, that the cafe can ever happen, 
when they may be freed from their duty of allegiance. 
Or (hould it be found impoffible to reftrain the licenfe of 
human difquifitions, it muft be acknowledged, that the 
doctrine of obedience ought alone to be inculcated, and 
that the exceptions, which are rare, ought feldom or ne- 
ver to be mentioned in popular reafonings and difcourfes. 
Nor is there any danger, that mankind, by this prudent 
referve, fhould univerfally degenerate into a ftate of abject 
fervitude. When the exception really occurs, even though 
it be not previoufly expected and defcanted on, it mult, 
from its very nature, be fo obvious and undifputed, as to 

* See note [00] at the end of the volume. 
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CHAP, remove all doubt, and overpower the reftraint, however 
L1X. grear, impofed by teaching the general doctrine of obedi- 

LO/>J ence. But between refifting a prince and dethroning him, 
lb W- there is a wide interval ; and the abufes of power, which 
can warrant the latter violence, are greater and more 
enormous than thole which will juftify the former. Hif- 
tory, however, fupplies us with examples even of this kind - r 
and the reality of the fuppofition, though, for the future, 
it ought ever to be little looked for, muft, by all candid 
inquirers, be acknowledged in the paft. But between de- 
throning a prince and punifhing him, there is another ve- 
ry wide interval and it were not ftrange, if even men of 
the mod enlarged thought fhould queftion, whether hu- 
man nature could ever, in any monarch, reach that height 
of depravity, as to warrant, in revolted fubjects, this laft 
act of extraordinary jurifdiction. That illufion, if it be an. 
illufion, which teaches us to pay a facred regard to the 
perfons of princes, is fo falutary, that to diffipate it by the 
formal trial and punifhment of a fovereign, will have more 
pernicious effects upon the people, than the example of 
juflicc can be fuppofed to have a beneficial influence upon 
princes, by checking their career of tyranny. It is dange- 
rous alfo, by thefe examples, to reduce princes to defpair, 
or bring matters to fuch extremities againft perfons endow- 
ed with great power, as to leave them no refource, but in 
the moft violent and moft fanguinary counfels. This ge- 
neral pafition being eftablifhed, it muft however be obfer- 
ved, that no reader, alrnoft of any party or principle, was 
ever fhocked, when he read, in ancient hiftory, that the 
Roman fenate voted Nero, their abfolute fovereign, to be 
a publ ic enemy, and, even without trial, condemned him 
to the fevereft and moft ignominious punifhment j a pu- 
nifhment from which the mcaneft Roman citizen was, by 
the laws, exempted. The crimes of that bloody tyrant are 
i'o enormous, that they break through all rules •, and ex- 
tort a confeflion, that luch a dethroned prince is no lon- 
ger fuperior to his people, and can no longer plead, in 
his own defence, laws which were eftabliihed for con- 
ducting the ordinary courfe of adminiftration. But when 
we pafs from the cafe of Nero to that of Charles, the 
great difproporcion, or rather total contrariety, of cha- 
racter immediately ftrikes us ; and we ftand aftonifhed, 
that, among a civilized people, fo much virtue could ever 
meet with fo fatal a cataltrophe. Hiftory, the great mif- 
trefs of wifdom, furniihes examples of all kinds ; and 
every prudential, as well as moral precept, may be aa- 
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turally deduce the lame ufeful leflbn, which Charles him- 
felf, in his latter years, inferred j that it is dangerous for 
princes, even from the appearance of neceflity, to aflume 
more authority than the laws have allowed them. But it 
muft be confefled, that thefe events furnilh us with 
another in(truc~tien, no lefs natural, and no lefs ufeful, 
concerning the madnefs of the people, the furies of fana- 
ticifm, and the danger of mercenary armies. 

In order to clofe this part of the Britilh hiftory, it is 
alfo neceflary to relate the diflblution of the monarchy in 
England : That event foon followed upon the death of 
the monarch. When the peers met, on the day appoin- 
ted in their adjournment, they entered upon bufinefs, and 
fent do wn fome votes to the commons, of which the lat- 
ter deigned not to take theleaft notice. In a few days, the 
lower honfe palled a vote, that they would make no 
more addrefies to the houfe of peers, nor receive any 
from them ; and that that houfe was ufelcfs and danger- 
ous, and was therefore to be abolifhed. A like vote paf- 
fed with regard to the monarchy ; and it is remarkable, 
that Martin, a zealous republican, in the debate on this 
queftion, confefled, that, if they del: red a king, the laft 
was as proper as any gentleman in England*. The com- 
mons ordered a new great feal to be engraved, on which 
that aflembly was reprefented, with this legend, On the 
Jirji year of freedom, by God's Blejfitig, reflored, 1648. The 
forms of all public bufinefs were changed, from the king's 
name, to that of the keepers of the liberties of Englandf. 
And it was declared high treafon to proclaim, or any 
otherwife acknowledge, Charles Stuart, commonly cal- 
led prince of Wales. 

The commons intended, it is faid, to bind the prin- 
cefs Elizabeth apprentice to a button-maker : The duke 
of Glocefter was to be taught fome other mechanical em- 
ployment. But the former foon died, of grief, as is 
fuppofed, for her father's tragical end : The latter was, 
by Cromwel, fent beyond fea. 

The king's ftatue, in the Exchange, was thrown 
down ; and on the pedeftal thefe words were inferibed : 

* Walker's Hiftory of Independency, part 2. 

+ The court of King's Bench was called the coiltt of Public Bench. 
So cautious on this head were fome of the republicans, that, it is pre 
tended, in reciting the Lord's Prayer, they would not fay thy kingdom 
tome, but always thy cttnmonivtaltb imt< 
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CHAP. Exit Tyr annus, regum ultimus ; The tyrant is gone, the 
LIX. laft of the kings. 

Dukh Hamilton was tried by a new high court of juf- 
jt4?. tice, as earl of Cambridge in England ; and condemn- 
ed for treafon. This fentence, which was certainly hard, 
but which ought to fave his memory from all imputa- 
tions of treachery to his mailer, was executed on a fcaf- 
fold, erected before Weltminfter-hall. Lord Capel un- 
derwent the fame fate. Both thefe noblemen had efcap- 
ed from prifon, but were afterwards difcovered and tak- 
en. To all the folicitations of their friends for pardon, the 
generals and parliamentary leaders ftill replied, that it 
M r as certainly the intention of Providence they fliould 
fuffer ; fince it had permitted them to fall into the hands 
of their enemies, after they had once recovered their 
liberty. 

The earl of Holland loft his life by a like fentence. 
Though of a polite and courtly behaviour, he died la- 
mented by no party. His ingratitude to the king, and 
his frequent changing of fides, were regarded as great 
itains on his memory. The earl of Norwich and fir 
John Owen, being condemned by the fame court, were 
pardoned by the commons. 

The king left fix children ; three males, Charles, 
born in 1630, James duke of York, born in 1633, 
Henry duke of Glocefter, born in 1641 ; and three fe- 
males, Mary princefs of Orange, born 1631, Elizabeth, 
born 1635, and Henrietta, afterwards duchefs of Or- 
leans, born at Exeter 1644. 

Thf archbifhops of Canterbury in this reign were 
Abbot and,Laud : The lord keepers, Williams bifhop of 
Lincoln, lord Coventry, lord Finch, lord Littleton, and 
fir Richard Lane ; the high admirals the duke of Buck- 
ingham and the earl of Northumberland ; the treafurers, 
the earl of Marlborough, the earl of Portland, Juxon 
bifhop of London, and lord Cottington ; the fecretaries 
of ftatc, lord Conway, fir Albertus Moreton, Coke, fir 
Henry Vane, lord Falkland, lord Digby, and fir Edward 
Nicholas. 

It may be expected that we fliould here mention the 
Icon Bnfilike, a work publifhed in the king's name a few 
days after his execution. It feems almoft impoffible, in 
the controverted parts of hiflory, to fay any thing which 
will fatisfy the zealots of both parties : But with regard 
to the genuinenefs of that production, it is not eafy for 
an hiftorian to fix any opinion, which will be entirely to 
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his own fatisfadtion. The proofs brought to «vince that CHAP, 
this work is or is not the king's, are fo convincing, that, LIX. 
if an impartial reader perufe any one fide apart*, he will {^V\J 
think it itnpoffible, that arguments could be produced, l6 49- 
fufiicient to counterbalance fo ftrong an evidence : And 
when he compares both fides, he will be fome time at a 
lofs to fix any determination. Should an abfolute fufpenfe 
of judgment be found difficult or difagreeable in fo inter- 
efting a queftion, I muft confefs, that I much incline to 
give the preference to the arguments of the royal ifts. 
The teftimonies, which prove that performance to be the 
king's, are more numerous, certain, and direct, than thofe 
on the other fide. This is the cafe, even if we confider 
the external evidence : But when we weigh the internal, 
derived from the ftyle and compolition, there is no man- 
ner of comparifon. Thefe meditations refemble in ele- 
gance, purity, rieatnefs, and fimplicity, the genius of thofe 
performances which we know with certainty to have 
flowed from the royal pen : But are fo unlike the bom- 
baft, perplexed, rhetorical, and corrupt ftyle of Dr. Gau- 
den, to whom they are afcribed, that no human teftimo- 
ny feems fufficient to convince us that he was the author. 
Yet all the evidences, which would rob the king of that 
honour, tend to prove that Dr. Gaudcn had the merit of 
writing fo fine a performance, and the infamy of impofing 
it on the world for the king's. 

It is not eafy to conceive the general compaffion ex- 
cited towards the king, by the publifhing, at fo critical a 
juncture, a work fo full of piety, meeknefs, and huma- 
nity. Many have not fcrupled to afcribe to that book the 
fubfequent reftoration of the royal family. Milton com- 
pares its effects to thofe which were wrought on the tu- 
multuous Romans by Anthony's reading to them the will 
of Caefar. The Icon pafled through fifty editions in a 
twelvemonth ; and independent of the great intereft ta- 
ken in it by the nation, as the fuppofed production of their 
murdered fovereign,it muft be ackno wledged the belt profe 
compolition, which, at the time of its publication, was to 
be found in the Englifh language. 

* Sec on the one hand, Toland's Amyntor, and on the other, Wag- 
fiafTe's Vindication of the royal Martyr, with Young's addition. We 
may remark, that lord Clarendon's total lilence with regard to this fub- 
jedf, in lo full a hiftory, compofed in vindication of the king's mea- 
fures and character, forms a prefumption on Toland'6 fide, and a pre- 
fumption of which that author was ignorant; the works of the noble 
hiftorian not being then publiflied. Bifliop Burnet's tcftimony too muft 
be allowed of fome weight againlt the hen. 
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State ef England of Scotland of Ireland Le- 
vellers fuppreffed Siege of Dublin raifed Tredab 

Jlormed Covenanters Mentrcfe taken prifoner——- 

executed Covenanters Battle of Dunbar of 

Worcejler King's efcape The commonwealth 

Dutch war- Diffblution of the parliament. 



CHAP. ryHE confufions which overfpread England after 
EX. JL the murder of Charles I. proceeded as well from 
i_— ■v—— ' the fpirit of refinement and innovation, which agitated 
* 6 49' the ruling party, as from the difiblution of all that autho- 
rity, both civil and ccclefialtical, by which the nation had 
State of ever been accuflomed to be governed. Every man had 
Kngland. framed the model of a republic ; and, however new it 
was, or fantaltical, he was eager in recommending it to 
his fellow-citizens, or even impofing it by force upon 
them. Every man had adjufted a fyftem of religion, which 
being derived from no traditional authority, was peculiar 
to himfelf ; and being founded on fuppofed infpiration, 
not on any principles of human reafon, had no means, 
befides cant and low rhetoric, by which it could recom- 
mend itfelf to others. The levellers infilled on an equal 
diftribution of power and property, and difclaimed all 
dependence and fubordination. The millcnarians or filth- 
monarchy-men required, that government itfelf fliould 
be abolifhcd, and all human powers be laid in the dult, 
in order to pave the way for the dominion of Chrilt, 
whofe fecond coming they fuddenly expected. The anti- 
nomians even infilled, that the obligations of morality 
and natural law were fulpended, and that the elc£t, gui- 
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tied by an internal principle more perfect and divine, CHAP, 
were fuperior to the beggarly elements of juftice and hu- LX. 
manity. A confiderable party declaimed againft tithes and C - / F YXJ J 
hireling priefthood, and 'were refolved that the magiftrate l ^^9- 
ihould not fupport by power or revenue any eccleiiaftical 
eftabliftiment. Another party inveighed againft the law 
and its profeffbrs ; and on pretence of rendering more 
fimple the diftribution of juftice, were defirous of abo- 
lifhing the whole fyftem of Englifti jurifprudence, which 
feemed interwoven with monarchical government. Even 
thofe among the republicans who adopted not fuch ex- 
travagancies, were fo intoxicated with their faintly cha- 
racter, that they fuppofed themfelves pofleffed of peculiar 
privileges ; and all profeflions, oaths, laws and engage- 
ments had, in a great meafure, loft their influence over 
them. The bands of fociety were every where loofened : 
and the irregular pafllons of men were encouraged by fpe- 
culative principles, ftill more unfocial and irregular. 

The royalilts, confiding of the nobles and more con- 
fiderable gentry, being degraded from their authority and 
plundered of their property, were inflamed with the high- 
eft refentment and indignation againft thofe ignoble ad- 
verfaries, w ho had reduced them to fubje&ion. The pref- 
bytcrians, whofe credit had firft fupported the arms of the 
parliament, were enraged to find that, by the treachery or 
fuperior cunning of their affbeiates, the fruits of all their 
fuccefsful labours were ravifticd from them. 1 he former 
party, from inclination and principle, zealoufly attached 
themfelves to the fon of their unfortunate monarch, 
whofe memory they refpected, and whofe tragical death 
they deplored. The latter call their eye towards the fame 
object ; but they had ftill many prejudices to overcome, 
many fears and jealoufies to be allayed ere they could cor- 
dially entertain thoughts of reftoring the family, which 
they had fo grievoufly offended, and whofe principles they 
regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. 

The only folid fupport of the republican independent 
faction, which, though it formed fo fmall a part of the 
nation, had violently ufurped the government of the 
whole, was a numerous army of near fifty thoufand men. 
But this army,- formidable fiom its difcipline and courage, 
as well as its numbers, was actuated by a fpirit that ren- 
dered it dangerous to the afiembly which had affumed the 
command over it. Accuftomed to indulge every chimer* 
in politics, every frenzy in religion, the loldiers knew lit— 
tie of the fubordination, of citizens, and had only learned. 
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CHAP, from apparent neceflity, fome maxims of military obedi. 

LX. cnce. And while thty (till maintained) that all thole 
enormous violations of law and equity, of which they 

1049. been guilty, were juftified by the fuccefs with which 

Providence had blefled them ; they were ready to break 
out into any new diforder, wherever they had theprofpe£t 
of a like fanction and authority. 

What alone gave fome {lability to all thefe unfettled 
humours was, the great influence both civil and military 
acquired by Oliver Cromwel. This man, fuited to the age 
in which he lived, and to that alone, was equally qualified 
to gain the affection and confidence of men, by what 
was mean, vulgar, and ridiculous in his character ; as to 
command their obedience by what was great, daring, and 
enterprifing. Familiar even to buffoonery with the mean- 
eft centinel, he never loft his authority : Tranfported to 
a degree of madnefs with religious extafies, he never for- 
got the political purpofes to which they might ferve. 
Hating monarchy, while a fubje6t ; defpifing liberty, 
while a citizen ; though he retained for a time all orders 
of men under a feemins; obedience to the parliament j 
he was fecretly paving the way, by artifice and courage, 
to his own unlimited authority. 

The parliament, for fo we muft henceforth call a fmall 
and inconfiderable part of the houfe of commons, having 
murdered their fovereignwith fo many appearing circum- 
ftances of folemnity and juftice, and fo much real vio- 
lence and even fury, began to aflume more the air of a ci- 
vil, legal power, and to enlarge a little the narrow bot- 
tom upon which they ftood. They admitted a few of the 
excluded and abfent members, fuch as were liable to leaft 
exception ; but on condition that thefe members fhould 
lign an approbation of whatever had been done in their 
abfence with regard to the king's trial : And fome of 
them were willing to acquire a fhare of power on fuch 
terms: The greater part difdained to lend their authority 
to fuch apparent ufurpations. They iffued fome writs for 
new elections, in places where they hoped to have inter- 
cft enough to bring in their own friends and dependants. 
They named a council of ftate, thirty-eight in number, to 
whom all addreffes were made, who gave orders to all ge- 
nerals and admirals, who executed the laws, and who di- 
gefted all bufinefs before it was introduced into parlia- 
ment*. They pretended to employ themfelves entirely in 

* Their names were, the earl* of Denbigh, Mulgravc, Pembroke, Silif- 
feury, lords Grey and fairfax, Liflc, Rolli, St. John, Wilde, Bradfhaw, 
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idjufling the laws, forms, and plan Df a new reprefenta- CHAP, 
live ; anil as foon as they fhould have fettled the nation, L»X. 
they profeffed their intention of rcftoring the power to i^"iT\J 
the people, from whom they acknowledged they had en- 49 ' 

tirely derived it. 

Tin: commonwealth found every thing in England com* 
pofed into 3 feeming tranquillity bythe terror of their arms. 
Foreign powers, occupied in wars among themfelves, had 
no leiiureor inclination to interpofe in the domeftic dlf* 
fentions of this illand; The young king, poor and neglec* 
ted, living fometimes in Holland, fometimes in France, 
fometimes in Jerfey, comforted himfelf arhidft his prefent 
diflreffes with the hopes of better fortune. The fituation 
alone of Scotland and Ireland gave any immediate in- 
quietude to the new republic. 

Aftrr the fucceflive defeats of Montrofc and Hamil- of "cot. 
ton, and the ruin of their parties, the whole authority in lantl - 
Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle and the rigid 
churchmen, that party which was moft aVerfe to the in- 
terelts of the royal family. Their enmity, however, againlt 
the independents, who had prevented the fettlemcnt of 
prefbyterian difcipline in England, Carried them to em- 
brace oppofitc maxims in their political conduct. Though 
invited by the Englifh parliament to model their govern- 
ment into a republican form, they refolved ftill to adhere 
to monarchy, which had ever prevailed in their country, 
and which, by the exprefs terms of their covenant, they 
had engaged to defend. They confulcred befides, that as 
the property of the kingdom lay moftly in the hands of 
grsat families, it would be difficult to eftablifh a common- 
wealth, or without fome chief magiftrate, inverted with 
royal authority, to preferve peace or juftice in the commu - 
nity. The execution, therefore, of the king, againlt which 
they had always protefted, having occafioned a vacancy of 
the throne, they immediately proclaimed his fon and i'ue- 
cefTor, Charles II ; but upon condition " of his good be- 
44 haviour, and ftricT obfervancc of the covenant, and his 
'* entertaining no other perfou about him butfuch as wera 
" godly men and faithful to that obligation.'' Thefe un- 
ufual ciaufes, inferted in the very firft acknowledgment of 
their prince, fulliciently (hewed their intention of limit- 
ing extremely Lis authority. And the Engiifh common- 

Cromwel, Skippon, Pickering, Maflam, Hafelrig, Harrington, Vare 
jun. Danvcrt, Aiminc, Mildniay," Conftable, Pennington, WilTou, Wliil- 
locVe, Martin, I.udlow, Staplcton, Hevingham, Wallop. f lutcriiniiiB, 
Bond, Popharn, Valentine, Waltor, Scot, Pure toy, Jcnn, 

Vol. V. J- 1 
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CHAP, wealth, having no pretence to interpofe in the affairs oT 
LX. that kingdom, allowed the Scots for the prefent to take 

/ \J their own meafures in fettling their government. 
1 '->>• T:ie dominion which England claimed over Ireland, 

fL aB demanded more immediately their efforts for fubduing that 
country. In order to convey a juft notion of Irifh affairs, 
it will be neceffary to look backwards fome years, and to 
relate briefly thofe tranfaelior.s which had paft during the 
mcmcraLle revolutions in England. When the late king 
agreed to that cefTation of arms with the popifh rebels*, 
which was become fo requifite, as well for the fecurity of 
the Irifh prctcftants as for promoting his interefts in Eng- 
land, the parliament, in order to blacken his conduct, re- 
proached him with favouring that odious rebellion, and 
exclaimed loudly againfr. the terms of the cefTation. They 
even went fo far as to declare it entirely null and invalid, 
becaufe finifhed without their content ', and to this decla- 
ration, the Scots in TJlller, and the earl of Inchiquin, a 
nobleman of great authority in Munfter, profefled to ad- 
here. By their means the war was ftill kept alive; but as 
the dangerous detractions, in England hindered the par- 
liament from fending any confiderable affiflance to their 
allies in Ireland, the marquis of Ormond, lord lieutenant, 
being a native of Ireland, and a perfon endowed with great 
prudence and virtue, formed a fcheme for compofing the 
difordtrs of his country, and for engaging the rebel Irifh 
to fupport the caufe of his royal maftcr. There were ma- 
ny circumflances which ftrongly invited the natives of 
Ireland to embrace the king's party. The maxims of that 
prince had always led him to give a reafonable indulgence 
to the catholics throughout all his dominions ; and one 
principal ground of that enmity, which the puritans pro- 
filed againft him, was this tacit toleration. The parlia- 
ment, on the contrary, even when unprovoked, had ever 
menaced the papifts with the mod rigid reftraint, if not a 
total extirpation ; and immediately after the commence- 
ment of the Irifh rebellion, they put to fale all the eftate* 
of the rebels, and had engaged the public faith for tranf- 
ferring them to the adventurers, who had already advan- 
ced money upon that fecurity. The fuccefs, therefore, 
which the arms of the parliament met with at Nafeby, 
flruck a juft terror into the Irifh ; and engaged the coun- 
cil of Kilkenny, compofed of deputies from all the catho- 
lic counties and cities, to conclude a peace with the mar- 
quis of Ormondf. They profefled to return to their duty 
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and allegiance, engaged to furnlfli ten thoufand men for A P 
the fupport of the Icing's authority in England, and weT3 LX. 
content with ft ipulating, in return, indemnity for their re- 
belliort and toleration of their religion. 1 

OrmonD, not doubting but a peace, fo advantageous 
and even neceflary to the Irifh, would be ftri£tly obferved, 
advanced with a fmall body of troops to Kilkenny, in or- 
der to concert meafures for common defence with his new 
allies. The pope had fent over to Ireland a nuncio, Ri- 
nuccini, an Italian; and this man, whofe commiflion em- 
powered him to direcft. the fpiritual concerns of the Irifh, 
was emboldened, by their ignorance and bigotrv, to aflumfe 
the chief authority in the civil government. Forefeeing 
that a general fubmiflion to the lord-lieutenant would put 
an end to his own influence, he conlpired with Owen 
O'Neal, who commanded the native Irifli in Ulfter, and 
who bore a great jealoufy to Prefton, the general chiefly 
trufted by the council of Kilkenny. By concert, thefe 
two malcontents fecretly drew forces together, and were 
ready to fall on Ormond, who remained in fecurity, truft- 
ing to the pacification fo lately concluded with the rebels. 
He received intelligence of their treachery, made his re- 
treat with celerity and conduct, and fheltered his fmall 
army in Dublin and the other fortified towns, which ftill 
remained in the hands of the protcftants. 

The nuncio, full of arrogance, levity, and ambition, 
was not contented with this violation of treaty. He iurfi- 
moned an aflembly of the clergy at Waterfbrd, and en- 
gaged them to declare againft that pacification, which the 
civil council had concluded with their fovereign. He even 
thundered out a fentence of excommunication againft: 
all who fhould adhere to a peace, fo prejudicial, as he pre- 
tended, to the catholic religion ; and the deluded Irifti, 
terrified with his fpiritual menaces, ranged themfelvcs 
every where on his fide, and fubmitted to his authority. 
Without fcruple, he carried on war againfl the lord- 
lieutenant, and threatened with a fiege the proteftant gar- 
rifons, which were, all of them, very ill provided for de- 
fence. 

Meanwhile, the unfortunate king was necefilratcd to 
take fhelter in the Scottifh army ; and being there reduc- 
ed to clofe confinement, and fecludcd from all commerce 
with his friends, defpaired, that his authority, or even hjs 
liberty, would ever be reftored to him. He fent orders to 
Ormond, if he could not defend himfelf, rather to fubmit 
to the Englifh than to the Irifli rebels: and accordingly 
the lord- lie utcnant 3 bcing'redaced to extremities, deliver- 
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CHAP, ed up Dublin, Tredah, Dundalk, and other garriforis, to 
LX. colonel Michael Jones, who took poficfticn of them in the 

V-*-v"«»-> name of the Englifh parliament. Ormond himfelf went 
over to England, was admitted into the king's prefcnce, re- 
ceived a grateful acknowledgment for his pall iervkes, and 
during fome time, lived in tranquillity near London. But 
being banifhed with the other royalift, to a diftance from 
that city, and feeing every event turn out unfortunately 
for his royal mailer, and threaten him with a catafho- 
phe flili more direful, he thought proper to retire into 
France, where he joined the queen and the prince of 
Wales. 

In Ireland, during thefe tranfa£lions, the authority of 
the nunc.o prevailed without controul among all the ca- 
tholics i and that prelate, by his indifcretion and infolcncc, 
focn m;<de them repent of the power with which they had 
entrufted him. Prudent men likewife were fenfible of the 
total dt-ftru&icn, which was hanging over the nation 
from the Englifh parliament, and faw no rcfource or fafc- 
ty but in giving fupport to the declining authority of the 
kiflg* The earl of Clamicsrde, a nobleman of an ancient 
family, a perfon too of merit, who had ever prefcrved his 
loyalty, was fenfible of the ruin which threatened his 
countrymen, and was refolved, if poffible, to prevent iu- 
He feeretly formed a combination among the catholics •, 
lie entered into a correfpor.dence with Inchiquiu, who 
prefcrved great authority over the protectants in Munilerj 
he attacked the nuncio, whom he chafed out of the iflaiu! ; 
and he fent to Paris a deputation, inviting the lord-lieu- 
tenant to return and take pofltffion of his government. 

Ormond, on his arrival in Ireland, found the kingdom 
divided into many factions, among which either open war 
or fecret enmity prevailed. The authority of the Englifh 
parliament was ellablifhed in Dublin, and the other towns, 
which he himfelf had delivered into their hands. O'Neal 
maintained his credit in Ullter j :nd having entered into 
a fecret correfpondence with the parliamentary generals^ 
was more intent on fchemes for his own perfonal f;ifety 
than anxious for the prefervation of his country or religion. 
The other Irifh, divided between their clergy, who were 
-.iverfe to Ormond, and their nob'lity, who were attached 
to him, were very uncertain in their motions and feeble 
in their meafures. The Scots in the north, enraged, as 
well as their other countrymen, againft the ufurpations of 
the fectarinn army, profefied their adherence to the king; 
but wereflill hindered by many prejudices from entering 
into a cordial union with his lieutenant. All thefe dif- 
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trailed councils and contrary humours checked the pro- 
£rcfs of Qr.nond, and enabled the parliamentary forces 
in Ireland to maintain their ground againfthim; The re- 
publican faction, meanwhile, in England* employed in 
fubduing the revolted royalifU, in reducing the parlia- 
ment to fubjeftion, in the trial, condemnation and execu- 
tion of their fovereign, totally neglected the fupplying of 
Ireland, and allowed Jones and the torces in Dublin to 
remain in the utmoft weaknefs and neceffity. The lord- 
lieutenant, though furrounded with difficulties, neglected 
not the favourable opportunity of promoting the royal 
caufe. Having at laft alTcmbled an army of 16,000 men, 
he advanced upon the parliamentary garrifons. Dundalk, 
where Monk commanded, was delivered up by the troops, 
who mutinied againft their governor. Trod ih, Newry, 
and other forts, were taken. Dublin was threatened with 
a liege ; and the aflairs of the lieutenant appeared in fo 
profperous a condition, that the young king entertained 
thoughts of coming in perfon into Ireland. 

When the Englifh commonwealth was brought to 
fome tolerable lettlement, men began to call their eye* 



towards the neighbouring ifland. 



During the conteit of 



the two parties, the government of Ireland had remained 
a great object of intrigue ; and the prefbyterians endea- 
voured to obtain the lieutenancy for Waller, the inde- 
pendents for Lambert. After the execution of the king, 
Cromwcl himfelf began to afpire, to a command, where 
fo much glory, he faw, might be won, and fo much 
authority acquired. In his.abfence, he took care to have 
his name propofed to the council of ttate ; and both 
friends and enemies concurred immediately 'to vote him 
into that important office : The former fufpecled, that 
the matter had not been propofed merely by chance, 
without his own concurrence 3 the latter delired to re- 
move him to a diltance, and hoped, during his abfence, 
to gain the afcendant over Fairfax, whom he had lo long 
blinded by his hypocritical profeffions. Cromwel him- 
felf, when informed of his election, feigned furprile, 
and pretended at firit to hefitate with regard to the ac- 
ceptance of the command. And Lambert, either de- 
ceived by his diffimulation, or in his turn, feigning to be 
deceived, ftill continued, notwithilanding this difap- 
pointment, his friendfhip and connexions with Crom- 
\Mhw< • (yfviv; v.lf o, :i j.:slrm 0? eioiwi^s -vtr 
The new lieutenant immediately applied himfelf with 
his wonted vigilance to make preparations for his expe- 
dition. Many difordcrs in England it behoved him pre- 
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CHAP, vioufly to comppfe. All places were full of danger and 
LX. inquietude. i hough men, aftonifhed with the fuccefTes 
L/~y"V of the army, remained in feeming tranquillity, fymp- 
I0 49' toms of the greatcft difcontent every where appeared. 
The Lnglifli, long accuftnmed to a mild adminiftration, 
and unacquainted with diffimulation, could not conform 
their fpeech and countenance to theprefent neceffity, or 
pretend attachment to a form of government, which they 
generally regarded with fuch violent abhorrence. It was 
requifite to change the magiftracy of London, and to de- 
grade, as well as puniih, the mayor and fome of the al- 
dermen, before the proclamation for the abolition of 
monarchy could be publifhed in the city. An engage- 
ment being framed to fupport the commonwealth with- 
out king or houfe of peers, the army was with fome dif- 
ficulty Drought to fubferibe it ; but though it was impos- 
ed upon the reft of the nation under fevere penalties, no 
lefs than putting all who refufed out of the protection 
of law ; fuch obftinate reluctance was obfervc-d in the 
people, that even the imperious parliament was obliged 
to delift from it. The fpirit of fanaticifm, by which 
that affembly had at firft been ftrongly fupported, was 
now turned, in a great meafure, againft them. The pul- 
pits, being chiefly filled with prefbyterians, or difguifed 
royalifts, and having long been the fcene of news and 
politics, could by no penalties be reftrained from decla- 
rations unfavourable to theeftablifhed government. Num- 
bcrlcfs were the extravagancies which broke out among 
the people. Everurd, a diflaanded foldier, having preach- 
ed that the time was now come when the community of 
goods would be renewed among chriftians, led out his 
followers to take pofleifion of the land ; and being car- 
ried before the general, he refufed to falute him ; be- 
tauie he was but his fellow creature*. What feemed 
more dangerous, the army itfelf was infected with like 
humoursf. Though the levellers had for a time been 
luppreilcd by the audacious fpirit of Cromwel, they fiill 
continued to propagate their doctrines among the pri- 
vate men and inferior officers, who pretended a right to 
be confulted, as before, in the adminiftration of the 
commonwealth. They now practifed 3gainft their offi- 
cers the fame leflbn which they had been taught againft 
the parliament. They framed a remonftrance, and fent 
five agitators to prcfent it to the general and council of 
war : Thefe were cafhiered with ignominy by fentence 

* WhitJoCke, -f Sec no:t [PP] at the cad of tlic volum^. 
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of a court martial. One Lockier, having carried his fe- 
dition farther, was fentenced to death ; but this punifh- 
ment was fo far from quelling the mutinous fpirit, that 
above a thoufand of his companions fhowcd their adhe- 
rence to him, by attending his funeral, and wearing in 
their hats black and feiixgrcen ri'sbons by way of favours. 
About four thoufand affembled at Burford, under the 
command of Thomfon, a man formerly condemned for 
fedition bv a court-martial, but pardoned by the general. 
Colonel Reynolds, and afterwards Fairfax and Cromwel, 
fell upon them, while unprepared for defence, and fe- 
duced by the appearance of a treaty. Four hundred were 
taken prifoners : Some of them capitally punifhed : The 
reft pardoned ; and this tumultuous fpirit, though it Mill 
lurked in the army, and broke out from time to time, 
feemed for the prefent to be fupprefled. 

Petitions, framed in the fame fpirit of oppofkion, were 
prefented to the parliament bylieutenant-colonel Lilburn, 
the perfon who, for difperfing feditious libels, had former- 
ly been treated with fuch feverityby the ftar-charnber. His 
liberty was at this time as ill relifhed by the parliament, 
and he was thrown into prifon, as a promoter of fedition 
and diforder in the commonwealth. The women applied 
by petition for his releafe ; but were now defired to mind 
their houfehold affairs, and leave the government of the 
Mate to the men. From all quarters, the parliament was 
harraffed with petitions of a very free nature, which ftrong- 
ly fpoke the fenfe of the nation, and proved how ardentljr 
all men longed for the reftoration of their laws and liber- 
ties. Even in a feaft, which the city gave to the parliament 
and council of ftate, it wasdeemed a requiute precaution, if 
Ave may credit Walker and Dugdalc, to fwear all the cooks, 
that they would ferve nothing but wholefome food to 
them. 

Thk parliament judged it neceffary to enlarge the laws 
of high-treafon beyond thofe narrow bounds, within which 
they had been confined during the monarchy. They even 
Comprehended verbal offences, nay intentions, though they 
had never appeared in any over-acl: againft the ftate. To 
affirm the prefent government to be an ufurpation, to a£- 
fcrt that the parliament or council of ftate- were tyrannical 
or illegal, to endeavour fubverting their authority, or ftir- 
ring up fedition againft them ; thefe offences were declar- 
ed to be high-treafon. The power of imprifonment, of 
which the petition of light had bereaved the king, it was 
now found neceffary to reftwre to the council of ftate; and 
all the jails in England were filled wkh men whom the 
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CH AP, jcaloufies -md fears of the ruling party had repreferr> 
LX. ed as dangerous*. The taxes, continued by the new govcrn- 
V-* p **v-»«-' ment, and which j being unufal,were efrecmed heavy, in-' 
,i6.iy. created the general ill-will under which it laboured. Be- 
udes the cuftoms and excife, ninety thoufand pounds n- 
monrh were levied on land for the fubfiflence of thear* 
my. The fequtftrations and compofitions of the royal- 
ties, the fale of the crown lands, and of the dean and chap- 
ter lnnds,thcughthey yielded great fums, were not fufficient 
to fupport the vaft exper.ccs, and, as was fufpe&ed, the 
greatdepredations,of the parliamentand of their creatures-;-. 

Amidst all thefe difficulties and difturbances, the ftea- 
dy mind of Cromwel, without confufion or erhbarraiT- 
ment, flill purftied its purpofe. While he was colle&ing 
an army of twelve thoufand men in the weft of England, 
he fent to Ireland, under Reynolds and Venables, a rein- 
forcement of four thoufand horfe and foot, in order to 
ftreng.then Jones, and enable him to defend himfelf againft 
the marquis of Ormond, who lay at Finglafs, and was 
making preparations for the attack of Dublin. Inchiquin, 
who had now made a treaty v/ith the king's lieutenant, 
having, with a feparate body, taken Tredah and Dundalk, 
gave a defeat to Offarrell whoferved under O'Neal, and 
to young Coot who commanded fome parliamentary for- 
cer. After he had joined his troops to the main army, with 
whom, for fome time, he remained united, Ormond paf- 
fed the river LifFy, and took poft at R athmines, mo miles 
from Dublin, with a view of commencing the fiege of that 
city. In order to cut off all farther fupply from Jones, he 
had begun the reparation of an old fort which lay at the 
gates of Dublin \ and being exhaufted with continual fa- 
ad Auguft. l 'g uc f° r f° me days, he had retired to reft, after leaving 
orders to keep his forces under arms. He was fuddenly 
awaked with the noife of firing ; and, darting from his 
bed, fsfw every thing already in tumult and confufion. 
Jones, nn excellent officer, formerly a lawyer, had fallied 
out with the reinforcement newly arrived ; and, attacking 
the partv employed in repairing the fort, he totally routed 
them, purfued the advantage, and fell in with the army, 
which had ncglc&ed Ormond's orders. Thefe he foon 
threw into dilorder put them to flight, in fpite of all the 
efforts of the lord-lieutcnant •, chafed them off the field ; 
5J e £. 0 ' fcized all their tents, bajjjrnre, ammunition : and retum- 
roiled. 

* Hiflory of Independency, part ii. + Pirl. Kiftory, vol. xix p. 
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«d victorious to Dublin, after killing a thoufand men, 
taking above two thoufand prifonersf. 

This lofs, which threw fome blemifh on the military 
character of Ormond, was irreparable to the royal caufe. 
That numerous army which, with fo much pains and dif- 
ficulty, the lord-lieutenant had been collecting for more 
than a year, was difperfed in a moment. Cromwel foon 
after arrived in Dublin, where he was welcomed with , 
ftiouts and rejoicings. Hehaftened to Tredah. That town; 
was well fortified: Ormond had thrown into it a good gar- 
rifon of three thoufand men, under fir Arthur Alton, an 
officer of reputation. He expected that Tredah, lying in 
the neighbourhood of Dublin, would firft be attempted by 
Cromwel, and he was defirous to employ the enemy fome 
time in that fiege, while he himfelf fhould repair his bro- 
ken forces. But Cromwel knew the importance of dif- 
patch. Having made a breach, he ordered a general afiault. 
Though twice repulfed with lofs, he renewed the attack, 
and himfelf, along with Ireton, led on his men. All oppo- 
fition was overborne by the furious valour of the troops. 
The town was taken fword in hand ; and orders being if- 
fued to give no quarter, a cruel flaughter was made of the 
garrifon. Even a few, who were faved by the foldiers, fi- 
liated with blood, were next day miferably butchered by 
orders from the general. One perfon alone of the garrifon 
efcaped, to be a meffenger of this univerfal havoc and del- 
truilion. 

Cromwel pretended to retaliate by this fevere execu- 
tion the cruelty of the Irifh maflacre : But he well knew, 
that almoft the whole garrifon was Englifh ; and his juf- 
tice was only a barbarous policy, in order to terrify all 
other garrifons from refiftance. His policy, however, had 
the de fired effect. Having ltd the army without delay to 
Wexford, he began to batter the town. The garrifon af- 
ter a flight defence, offered to capitulate ; but, before 
they obtained a ceffation, they imprudently neglected their 
guards; and che Englifh army rufhed in upon them. The 
fame feverity was exercifed as at Tredah. 

Every town before which Cromwel prefented himfelf, 
now opened its gate withouc refiltance. Rofs, though 
ftrongly garrifoned, was furrendered by lord Taffe. Hav- 
ing taking Eftionage, Cromwel threw a bridge over the 
Barrow, and made himfelf matter of Pillage and Carrie. 
The Englifh had no farther difficulties to encounter than 
what arofe from fatigue and the advanced feafon. Fluxes 
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C H A P. and contagious diftempers creeped in among the foldiers, 
LX. who perifhed in great numbers. Jones himfelf, the brave 

v^-v->-> goven or of Dublin, died at Wexford. And Cromwel had 
i6<iy- io f ar advanced with his decayed army, that he began to 
find it difficult, either to fubfifl in the enemy's country 
or retreat to his own garrifons. But while lie was in thefe 

November, itraits, Corke, Kinfale and all the Englifh garrifons in 
Munfter, deferted to him, and opening their gates, re- 
folvcd to fliarc the fortunes of their victorious country- 
men. 

This defertion of the Englifh put an end to Ormond's 
authority, which was already much diminifhed by the 
misfortunes at Dublin, Tredah, and Wexford. The Irifh, 
actuated by national and religious prejudices, could no 
longer be kept in obedience by a proteftant governor, 
who was fo unfuccefsful in all his enterprifes. The clergy 
renewed their excommunications againft him and his ad- 
herents, and added the terrors of fuperftition to thofe 
which arofe from a victorious enemy. Cromwel, having 
received a reinforcement from England, again took the 
field early in the fpring. He made himfelf matter of Kil- 
kenny and Clonmel, the only places where he met with 
any vigorous refiftance. The whole frame of the Irifh 
union being in a manner diflblved, Ormond foon after 
left the ifland, and delegated his authority to Clanricarde, 
who found affairs fo defperate as to admit of no remedy. 
The Irifh were glad to embrace banifhmcnt as a refuge. 
Above 40,000 men palled into foreign fervice; and Crom- 
wel, well-pleafed to free the ifland from enemies, who 
never could be cordially reconciled to the Englifh, gave 
them full liberty and leifure for their embarkation. 

While Cromwel proceeded with fuch uninterrupted 
fuccefs in Ireland, which in the fpace of nine months he 
had almoft entirely fubdued, fortune was preparing for him 
a new fcene of victory and triumph in Scotland. Charles 
was at the Hague when fir Jofeph Douglas brought him 
intelligence that he was proclaimed king by the Scottifh 
-parliament. At the fame time, Douglas informed him of 
the hard conditions annexed to the proclamation, and ex- 
tremely damped that joy which might arife from his being 
recognifed fovereign in one of his kingdoms. Charles too 
conlidered, that thofe who pretended to acknowledge his 
title, were at th.it very time in actual rebellion againft 
his family, and would be fure to intruft very little au- 
thority in his hands, and fcarcely would afford him per- 
fonal liberty and fecurity. As the profpeft of affairs in 
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Ireland was at that time not unpromifing, he intended CHAP, 
rather to try his fortune in that kingdom, from which he I-X. 
expected more dutiful fubmiflion and obedience. (y\' 

Meanwhile he found it expedient to depart from 
Holland. "1 he people in the United Provinces were much 
attached to his interefts. Befides his connexion with the 
family of Orange, which was extremely beloved by the 
populace, all men regarded with companion his helplcfs 
condition, and exprefled the greateft abhorrence againft 
the murder of his father : a deed to which nothing they 
thought, but the rage of fanaticifm and fa£tion could have 
impelled the parliament. But though the public in general 
bore great favour to the king, the ltates were uneafy a: 
his prcfence. They dreaded the parliament, fo formi- 
dable by their power, and fo profperous in all their enter- 
prifes. They apprehended the molt precipitate refolutions 
from men of fuch violent and haughty difpofitions. And, 
after the murder of Doriflaus, they found it ftill more 
neceffary to fatisfy the Englifli commonwealth, by remov- 
ing the king to a diftance from them. 

Dorislaus, though a native of Holland, had lived long 
in England ; and being employed as affiftant to the high 
court of juftice, which condemned the late king, he had 
rifen to great credit and favour with the ruling party. 
They fent him envoy to Holland ; but no fooner had he 
arrived at the Hague, than he was fet upon by fome roy- 
alifts. chiefly retainers to Montrofe. They rufhed into the 
room, where he was fitting with fome company ; dragged 
him from the table •, put him to death as the firil victim 
to their murdered fovereign ; very leifurely and peace- 
ably feparated themfelves ; and though orders were iffued 
by the magiftrates to arreft them, thefe were executed 
with fuch flownefs and rcludlance, that the criminals 
had all of them the opportunity of making their efcape. 

Charles, having palled fome time at Paris, where no 
affiftance was given him, and even few civilities were 
paid him, made his retreat into Jerfey, where his autho- 
rity was ftill acknowledged. Here Winram, laird of Li- 
berton, came to him as deputy from the committee of 
eflates in Scotland, and informed him of the conditions 
to which he muft neceflarily fubmit before he could be 
admitted to the exercife of his authority. Conditions more 
fevere were never impofed by fuSje£ts upon their fove- 
reign ; but as the affairs of Ireland began to decline, and 
the Icing found it no longer fafe to venture himfclf in that 
ifland, he gave a civil anfwer to Wir.rain, and defired com- 
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CH A P. miflioners to meet him at Breda, in order to enter into a 

LX. treaty with regard to thefe conditions. 
L<^/>J The earls of Caffilis and Lothian, lord Burley, the laird 
of Liberton, and other commiffioners, arrived at Breda ; 
but without any power of treating : The king muft fub- 
rr.it, without referve, to the terms impofed upon him. 
The terms were, that he fhould iflue a proclamation, 
banifhing from court all excommunicated perfons, that is, 
all thofe who, either under Hamilton or Montrofe, had 
ventured their lives for his family ; that no Englifh fubject 
who had ferved againft the parliament, fhould be allowed 
to approach him ; that he fhould bind himfelf by his 
royal promife to take the covenant ; that he fhould ratify 
all acts of parliament, by which prefbyterian government, 
the directory of worfhip, the confeffion of faith, and the 
catechifm, were eftablifhed ; and that in civil affairs he 
fhould entirely conform himfelf to the direction of parlia- 
ment, and in ecclefiaftical to that of the aflembly. Thefe 
propofals, the commiffioners, after paffing fome time in 
fermons and prayers, in order to exprefs the more deter- 
mined refolution, very folemnly delivered to the king. 

The king's friends were divided with regard to the 
part which he fhould aft in this critical conjuncture, 
Moft of his Englifh counfellors difiuadcd him from ac- 
cepting conditions fo difadvantageous and difhonourable. 
They faid that the men who now governed Scotland were 
the moft furious and bigoted of that party, which, not- 
withftanding his gentle government, had firft excited a 
rebellion againft the late king ; after the moft unlimited 
concefiions, had renewed their rebellion, and flopped the 
progrefs of his victories in England ; and after he had 
entrufted his perfon to them in his uttermoft diftrefs, had 
bafely fold him, together with their own honour, to his 
barbarous enemies : That they had as yet fhown no marks 
of repentance, and even in the terms which they now 
propofed, difplayed the fame antimonarchical principles, 
and the famegealoufy of their fovereign, by which they 
had ever been actuated : That nothing could be more dif- 
honourable than that the king, in his firft enterprife, 
fhould facrifice, merely for the empty name of royalty, 
thofe principles for which his father had died a martyr, 
and in which he himfelf had been ftrictly educated : 
That by this hypocrify he might lofe the royalift, who 
alone were fincerely attached to him ; but never would gain 
the prefbyterians, how were averfe to his family and his 
caufe, and would nfcribc his compliance merely to policy 
and neceffity : That the Scots had refufed to give him any 
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aflfurances of their intending to reftore him to the throne CHAP, 
of England; and could they even be brought to make LX. 
fuch an attempt, it had furhciently appeared, by the event C^YXJ 
of Hamilton's engagement, how unequal their force was tijiO- 
to fo great an enterprife : That on the fivft check which 
they fhould receive, Argyle .and his partifans would lay 
hold of the quickeft expedient for reconciling themfelves 
to the Englifli parliament, and would betray the king, as 
they had done his father, into the hands of his enemies : 
And that, however defperate the royal caufe, it muft ftill 
be regarded as highly imprudent in the king to make a 
facrifice of his honour ; where the fole purchafe was to 
endanger his life or liberty. 

The earl of Laneric, now duke of Hamilton, the earl 
of Lauderdale, and others of that party, who had been ba- 
nifhed their country for the late engagement, were then 
with the king; and being defirous of returning home in his 
retinue, they joined the opinion of the young duke of Buck- 
ingham, and eameftly preiTed him to fubmit to the condi- 
tionsrequiredofhim. It was urged, thatnothingwouldmore 
gratify the king's enemies than to fee him fall into the 
fnare laid for him, and by fo fcrupulous a nicety, leave 
the poffeflion of his dominions to thofe who defired but a 
pretence for excluding him : That Argyle, not daring fo 
far to oppofe the bent of the nation as to throw off all alle- 
giance to his fovereign, had embraced this expedient, by 
which he hoped to make Charles dethrone himfelf, and 
refufe a kingdom which was offered him : That it was not 
to be doubted but the fame national fpirit, affifted by Ha- 
milton and his party, would raife ftill higher in favour of 
their prince after he had entrufted himfelf to their fideli- 
ty, and would much abate the rigour of the conditions 
now impofed upon him : That whatever might be the 
prefent intentions of the ruling party, they muft unavoi- 
dably be engaged in a war with England, and muft accept 
the affiftaneeof the king's friends of all parties, in order 
to fupport themfelves againft a power fo much fuperior : 
That how much focver a fteady, uniform conduct might 
have been fuitable to the advanced age and Uriel: engage- 
ments of the late king, no one would throw any blame on 
a young prince for complying with conditions which ne- 
ceffity had extorted from him : That even the rigour of 
thofe principles profefled by his father, though with fome 
it had exalted his character, had been extremely prejudi- 
cial to his interefts ; nor could any thing be more fervicea- 
ble to the royal caufe, than to give all parties room to hope 
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CHAP, for more equal and more indulgent maxims of govern- 
LX. mcnt : and that where affairs were reduced to fo defpe- 
Y>J rate 3 Situation, dangers ought little to be regarded ; and 
16.50. the Icing's honour lay rather in mowing fome early fymp- 
toms of courage and activity, than in choofing ftri&y a 
party among theological controverfies, with which, it 
might be fuppofed, he was as yet very little acquainted. 

These arguments, feconded by the advice of the 
queen-mother and of the prince of Orange, the king's 
brother-in-law, who both of them thought it ridiculous 
to refufe a kingdom merely from regard to epifcopacy, had 
great influence on Charles. But what chiefly determined 
him to comply, was the account brought him of the fate 
of Montrofe, who with all the circumltances of rage and 
contumely, had been put to death by his zealous country- 
men. Though, in this inftance, the king faw more evi- 
dently the furious fpirit by which the Scots were actu- 
ated, he had now no farther refource, and was obliged to 
grant whatever was demanded of him. 

Montrose, having laid down his arms at the com- 
mand of the late king, had retired into France, and con- 
trary to his natural difpofition, had lived for fome time 
unactive at Paris. He there became acquainted with the 
famous cardinal de Retz ; and that penetrating judge ce- 
lebrates him in his memoirs as one of thofe heroes, of 
whom there are no longer any remains in the world, and 
who are only to be met with in Plutarch. Defirous of 
improving his martial genius, he took a journey to Ger- 
many, was careffed by the emperor, received the rank of 
marefchal, and propofed to levy a regiment fey the Imperial 
fervice. While employed for that purpofe in the Low 
Countries, he heard of the tragical death of the king; and 
at the fame time received from his young mafter a renew- 
al of his commifGon of captain general in Scotland*. 
His ardent and daring fpirit needed but this authority to 
put him in action. He gathered followers in Holland and 
the north of Germany, whom his great reputation allur- 
ed to him. The king of Denmark and duke of Hol- 
rtein fent him fome fmall fupply of money : The queen of 
Sweden furriifhed him with arms : The prince of Orange 
with fliips : And Montrofe, haftening his enterprife, left 
the king's agreement with the Scots fhould make him re- 
voke his commiflion, fct out for the Orkneys with about 
500 men, moft of them Germans. Thefe were all the 
preparations which he could make againlt a kingdom, fet- 
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tied in domeftic peace, fupported by a disciplined ^rmy, CHAP, 
fully appnfed of his enterprife, and prepared againft him. LX. 
Some of his retainers having told him of a prophefy. that (^/"WJ 
to him and him alone it ivas referved to reflore the kings au- l6 *°* 
thority in all his dominions ; he lent a willing ear to fug- 
geftions, which, however ill-grounded or improbable, were 
fo conformable to his own daring character. 

He armed feveral of the inhabitants of the Orkneys, 
though an unwarlike people, and carried them over with 
him to Caithnefs ; hoping that the general affection to the 
king's fervice, and the fame of his former exploits, would 
make the Highlanders flock to his ftandard. But all 
men were now haraffed and fatigued with wars and dil- 
orders : Many of thofe who formerly adhered to him, 
had been feverely punilbed by the covenanters: And no 
profpect of fuccefs was entertained in oppofuion to fo 
great a force as was drawn together againlt him. ■ But 
however weak Montrofe's army, the "memory of paft 
events (truck a great terror into the committee of eftates. 
They immediately ordered Lefley and Holhorn to march 
againft. him with an army of 4000 men. Strahan was fent 
_ before, with a body of cavalry to check his progrefs. He 
fell unexpectedly on Montrofe, who had no borfe to 
bring him intelligence. The royalifts were put to flight; 
all of them either killed or taken prifoners ; and Montrofe 
himfelf, having put on the difguife of a peafant, was per- 
fidioufly delivered into the hands of his enamies, by a 
friend to whom he had entrufted his perfon. 

All the infolence, which fuccefs can produce in un- 
generous minds, was exercifed by the covenanters againft 
Montrofe, whom they fo much hated and fo much dread- , 
ed. Theological antipathy farther increafed their indig- 
nities towards a perfon, whom they regarded as impious 
en account of the excommunication which had been pro- 
nounced againft him. Lefley led him about for feveral 
days in the fame low habit under which he had difguifed 
himfelf. The vulgar, wherever he pafled, were inltigated 
to reproach and vilify him. When he came to Edinburgh, 
every circuraftance of elaborate rage and infult was put 
in practice by order of the parliament. At the gate of the 
city he was met by the magistrates, and put into a new 
cart, purpofely made with a high chair or bench, where 
he was placed, that the people might have a full view of 
him. He was bound with a cord, drawn over his bread 
and (houlders, and faftened through holes madein the cart. 
The hangman then took off the hat of the noble prifon- 
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CHAP, cr, and rode himfelf before the cart in his livery, and with 
LX. his bonnet on ; the other officers, who were taken pri- 
{ m y\r%J foners with the marquis, walking two and two before 
i65»- them. 

The populace, more generous and humane, when ibey 
faw fo mighty a change of fortune in this great man, fo 
lately their dread and terror, into whofe hands the ma- 
giftrates, a few years before, had delivered on their knees 
the keys of the city, were (truck with compaffion, and 
viewed him with filent tears and admiration. Th« preach-- 
er?, next Sunday, exclaimed againft this movement of re- 
bel nature, as they termed it ; and reproached the people 
with their profane tendernefs towards the capital enemy 
of piety and religion. 

When he was carried before the parliament, which 
was then fitting, Loudon, the chancellor, in a violent de- 
clamation, reproached him with the breach of the nation- 
al covenant, which he had fubferibed ; his rebellion againft 
God, the king, and the kingdom ; and the many horrible 
murders, trcafons, and impieties, for which he was now 
to be brought to condign punifhment. Montrofe, in his 
anfwer, maintained thefame fuperiority above his enemies, 
to which, by his fame and great actions, as well as by the 
ronfeioufnefs of a good caufe, he was juftly entitled. He 
told the parliament, that, fince the king, as he was in- 
formed, had fo far avowed their authority as to enter into 
treaty with them, he now appeared uncovered before their 
tribunal ; a refpeel which, while they flood in open de- 
fiance to their fovereign, they would in vain have requir* 
ed of him. That he acknowledged, with infinite fhame 
and remorfe, the errors of his early conduct, when their 
plaufible pretences had feduced him to tread with them the 
paths of rebellion, and bear arms againft his prince and 
country. That his following fervices, he hoped, had fuffi- 
ciently teftified his sepenrance •, and his death would now 
atone f< that guilt, the only one with which he could 
juftly reproach himfelf. That in all his warlike enterprifes, 
he was warranted by that commiflion, which he had re- 
ceived from his and their matter, againft whofe lawful 
authority they had erected their ftandard. That to ven- 
ture his life for his fovereign was the leaft part of his me- 
rit: He had even thrown down his arms in obedience to 
the facred commands of the king ; and had refigned to 
them the victory, which, in defiance of all their efforts, 
he was ftill enabled to difpute with them. That no blood 
had ever been fhed by him but in the field of battla ; and 
many perfons were now in his eye, many now dared to 
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pronounce fentence of death upon him, vvhofe life, forfei- C H A P. 
ted by the laws of war, he had formerly faved from the f u- LX. 
ry of the foldiers. That he was forry to find no better (yXV 
teftimony of their return to allegiance than the murder of ' 6 .5°< 
fo faithful a fubject, in whofe death the king's commif- 
fionmuft be, at ojice,fo highly injured and affronted. That 
as to himfelf, they had in vain endeavoured to vilify and 
degrade him by all their ftudied indignities : The juftice 
of his caul'e, he knew, would ennoble any fortune ; nor 
had he other affliction than to fee the authority of his 
prince, with which he was invefted, treated with fo much 
ignominy. And that he now joyfully followed, by alike 
Unjuft fentence, his late fovereign ; and fhould be happy 
if, in his future deftiny, he could follow him to the fame 
blifsful manfions, where his piety and humane virtues had 
already, withoutdoubt, fecured himaneternal recompenfe. 

Montrose's fentence was next pronounced againft 
him, " That he, James Graham," (for this was the onlv 
name they vouchsafed to give him) " fhould next day 
" be carried to Edinburgh crofs, and there be hanged on u 
" gibbet, thirty feet high, for the fpace of three hours : 
" Then be taken down, his head be cut off upon a fcaf- 
" fold, and affixed to the prifon : His legs and arms be 
** ftuck up on the four chief towns of the kingdom : 
*' His body be buried in the place appropriated for com- 
" mon malefactors ; except the church, upon his repen- 
" tance, fhould take off his excommunication." 

The clergy, hoping that the terrors of immediate death 
had now given them an advantage over their enemy, 
flocked about him, and infulted over his fallen fortunes! 
They pronounced his damnation, and affined him, that the 
judgment, which he was fo foon to fuffer, would prove 
but an eafy prologue to that which he mult undergo 
hereafter. They next offered to pray with him : But he 
was too well acquainted with thofe forms of imprecation 
which they called prayers. " Lord, vouchfafc yet to touch 
«' the obdurate henrt of this proud incorrigible finner ■> 
** this wicked, perjured, traiterous, and profane perfon, 
" who refufes <to hearken to the voice of thy church." 
Such were the petitions, which, he expected, they would, 
according to cuftom, offer up for him. He told them, 
that they were a miferably- deluded and deluding people ; 
and would fhortly bring their country under the moft 
infupportable fervitude, to which any nation had ever 
been reduced. " For my part," added he, M I arn much 
" prouder to have my head affixed to the place where it ii 
" ientenced to fta'nd,, than to hive mv picture hang in 
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CH A P. « the kings bed-chamber. So far from being lorry that 
LX. " my quarters are to be fent to four cities of the kingdom ; 
{yy~\J " I wifh I had limbs enough to be difperfed into all the 
t'-io. « c i t j ea of Chrillendom, there to remain as teftimcnies in 
" favour of the caufe for which I fuffer." This feiUiment, 
\\\zt very evening, while in prifon, he threw into verfe. 
'J he poem remains a figna! monument of his heroic fpiri't, 
and no delpicable proof of his poetical genius. 
jiftMay. Now was led forth, amid ft the inlults of his enemies 
and the tear;, of the people, this man of ill uftricus birth, 
and of the greatcft renown in the nation, to fuller for his 
adhering to the laws of his country, and the rights of his 
fovcrcign, the ingnomir.ious death dcllined to the meaneft 
malefactor. Every attempt, which the infolence of the 
governing party had made to fubdue his fpirit, had hither- 
to proved fruitlcfs : They made vet one effort more, in 
this bit and melancholy fcene, when all enmity, arifing 
from motives merely human, is commonly foftened and 
difarmed. The executioner brought that bock, which had 
been publifhcd in elegant Latin, of his great military 
actions, and tied ir by a cord about his neck. Montrofe 
fmiled at this new inftance cf their muiice. He thanked 
them, however, for their officious zeal ; and faid, that he 
bore this teftimony of his bravery and loyalty with more 
pride than he had ever worn the garter. Having afked, 
whether they had any more indignities to put upon him, 
Executed, and renewing fome devout ejscul .tions, he patiently en- 
dured the hft act of the executioner. 

Thus perifhed, in the thirty eighth year of his a^e, the 
gallant marquis of Montrofe ; the man whofe military 
genius, both by valour and conduct, had flione forth 
beyond any which, during thefe civil difordcrs, had ap- 
peared in the three kingdoms. '1 he finer arts too, he had, 
in his youth, fuccefsfully cultivated ; and whatever was 
fublimc, elegant, or noble, touched his great foul. Nor 
was he infenfiblc to the pleafures either of fociety or of 
love. Something, however, of the vaji and unbounded, 
characterifed his actions and deportment ; and it was 
merely by an heroic effort cf duty, that he brought his 
mind, impatient of fupeiiority, and even of equality, to 
pay fuch unlimited fubmiflion to the will of his fovereign. 

Thk vengeance of the covenanters was not fatisfied 
with Montrofe's execution. TJrrey, whofe inconftancy 
now led him to take part with the king, fuffcred about the- 
fame time : Spotifwood of Daerfie, a youth of eighteen, 
fir Francis Hay of Dalgetic, and colonel Sibbald, all of* 
them of birth and character, underwent a like fate. Thefe 
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xvere taken prifoncrs with Montrofe. The marquis of CHAP. 
Huntley, about a year before, had alio fallen a victim to LX. 
the feverity of the covenanters. L/~V J 

The paft fcene dilplays in a full light the barbirity of 
this theological faction : The fequcl will fuffic'iently dis- 
play their abfurdity. 

The king, in confequence of Km agreement w ith the 23c" June, 
commiflioners of Scotland, fct fail for that country ; and 
being efcorted by feven Dutch fhips cf war, who were 
fent to guard the herring fifhery.he arrived in the fridiof 
Cromartry. Before he was permitted to land, he was re- 
quired to fign the covenant •, and many fermons and lec- 
tures were made him, exhorting him to perfevere in that 
holy confederacy*. Hamilton, Lauderdale, Dumfermliiig, Cov na(v< 
and other noblemen of that party whom they called En- ter .. 
gagers, were immediately feparated from him, and oblig- 
ed to retire to their houfes, where they lived in a private 
manner, without truft or authority. None of his Engiifh 
friends, who had ferved his father, were allowed to re- 
main in the kingdom. The king himfelf found that he 
was confidered as a mere pageant of itate, and that the 
few remains of royalty which he pofieflid, ferved only to 
draw on him the greater indignities. One of the quarters of 
Montrofe, his faithful fervant, who had borne his com- 
miffibn, had been fent to Aberdeen, and was liill allowed 
to hang over the gates when he palled by that place f. 
The general aflembly, and atterwards the committee of es- 
tates and the army, who were entirely governed by the 
aflembly, fet forth a public declaration, in which they pro- 
telted, " that they did not efpoufe any malignant quarrel 
** or party, but fought merely on their former grounds 
" or principles ; that they ttifclaimed all the fins and guilt 

of the king, and of his houfe; nor would they own him 
« { or his intereft, otherwife than with a fubordination to 
" God, and fo far as he owned and profecuted the caufe • 
« f of God, and acknowledged the fins of his houfe, and 
" of his former waysj." 

The king, lying entirely at mercy, and having no af- 
furance of life or liberty, farther than was agreeable to 
the fancy of thefe auftere zealots, was conftrained to em- 
brace a meafure, which nothing but the nccedity of his 
affairs, and his great youth and inexperience, could c::cufe. i< t h Aug. 
He iffued a declaration, fuch as they required of him.J 

• Sir Edward Walker's Hi'ftorica! DjfcOUrTes. p rj-j. 
^ Sir" Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. iCo. ' ♦ 
I Ibid! p. 1 66, 167. y Ibid, p, 170* 
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CHAP. He there gave thanks for the merciful difpenfations of 
LX. providence, by which he was recovered from the fnare of 
v-»-v-"^ evil counfel, had attained a full perfuafion of the righte- 
i6 i°- oufnefs of the covenant, and was induced to caft himfelf 
and his interefts wholly upon God. He defired to be 
deeply humbled and afflicted in fpirit, becaufe of his fa- 
ther's following wicked meafures, oppofing the covenant 
and the work of reformation, and fhedding the blood of 
God's people throughout all his dominions : He lament- 
ed the idolatry of his mother, and the toleration of it in 
his father's houfe ; a matter of great offence, he faid, to 
all the proteftant churches, and a great provocation to 
him who is a jealous God, vifiting the fins oi the father 
upon the children. He profeffed, that he would have no 
enemies but the enemies of the covenant ; and that he de- 
tefted all popery, fuperitition, prelacy, herefy, fchifm, and 
pvofanenefs: And was refolved not to tolerate, muchlefs 
to countenance, any of them in any of his dominions. He 
declared, that he fhould never love or favour thofe who 
had fo little confeience as to follow his interefts, in pre- 
ference to the gofpcl and the kingdom of Jefus Chrift. 
And he expreffed his hope, that, whatever ill fuccefs his 
former guilt might have drawn upon his caufe, yet now, 
having obtained mercy to be on God's fide, and to acknow- 
ledge hi", own caufe l'ubordinate to that of God, divine 
providence would crown his arms with vi£tof y. 

Still the covenanters and the clergy were diffident of 
the king's fincerity. The facility which he difcovered in 
yielding whatever was required of him, made them fuf- 
pect, that he regarded all his conceffions merely as ridi- 
culous farces, to which he muft of neceffity fubmit. They 
had another trial prepared for him. Inftead of the folem- 
nity of his coronation, which was delayed, they were re- 
folved that he fhould pafs through a public humiliation, 
and do penance before the whole people. They fent him 
twelve articles of repentance, which he was to acknow- 
ledge ; and the king had agreed, that he would fubmit to 
this indignity. The various tranfgreffions of his father and 
grandfather, together with the idolatry of his mother, are 
again enumerated and aggravated in thefe articles ; and 
farther declarations were in lifted on, that he fought the 
reftoration of his rights for the fole advancement of reli- 
gion, and in fubordination to the kingdom of Chrift*. In 
fhort, having exalted the altar above the throne, and 
brought royalty under their feet, the clergy were refolved. 



* Sir Edward Walker's Hiftorical Difcourfes, p. 178.. 
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to trample on it, and vilify it, by every inftance of con- CHAP 
tumely. which their prefent influence enabled them to LX. 
impofe upon their unhappy prince. 

Charles in the mean time found his authority entirely 
annihilated, as well as his character degraded. He was 
confulted in no public meafure. He was not called to 
afhft at any councils. His favour was fufficicnt to difcre- 
dit any pretender to office or advancement. All efforts 
which he made to unite the oppofite parties, increafed 
the fufpicion which the covenanters had entertained of 
him, as if he were not entirely their own. Argyle, who 
by fubtleties and compliance >, was partly led and partly 
governed by this wild faction, ftill turned a deaf ear to 
all advances which the king made to enter into confidence 
with him. Malignants and Engagers continued to be the 
objects of general hatred and perfecution; and whoever 
was obnoxious to the clergy, failed not to have one ov 
other of thele epithets affixed to him. The fanaticifhi 
which prevai'ed, being fo full of four and angry princi- 
ples, and fo overcharged with various antipathies, had ac- 
quired a new object of abhorrence: Thefe wers the Sor- 
cerers. So prevalent was the opi. ion of witchcraft, that 
great numoers, accufed of that crime, were burnt by fen- 
tence of the magiltrates throughout all parts of Scotland. 
In a village near Berwic, which contained only fourteen 
houfes, fourteen perfons were puniihed by fire* ; and it 
became a fcience, every where much ftudied and cultiva- 
ted, to diftinguifh a true witch by proper trials and fymp- 
tomsf. 

The advance of the Englifh army under Cromwel was 
not able to appeafe or foften the animofities among the 
parties in Scotland. The clergy were ftill refolute to ex- 
clude all but their more zealous adherents. As foon as the 
Englifh parliament found that the treaty between the king 
and the Scots would probably terminate in an accommo- 
dation, they made preparations for a war, which, they faw, 
would in the end prove inevitable. Cromwel, having broken 
the force and courage of the Irifh, wasfent for; and he left 
the command of Ireland to Ireton, who governed that 
kingdom in the character of deputy, and with vigilance 
and induftry perfevered in the work of fubduing and ex- 
pelling the natives. 

It was expected that Fairfax, who ftill retained the 
name of general, would continue to act againft Scotland, 
and appear at the head of the forces ; a ftation for which 



• Whitlocke, p. 404. 408. t Ibid. p. 396. 418. 
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CHAP, he was well qualified, and where alcne he made any )S* 
LX. gure. But Fairfax, though he had allowed the army to- 
(./"VV make uie of his name in murdering their fovereign, and 
*£fo'. offering violence to the parliament, had entertained un- 
furmountablc fcruples againft invading theScots, whom he 
conflicted as zealous prefbyterians, and united to Eng- 
iaiid by the facred bands of the covenant. He was farther 
tiifguftcd at the extremities into which he had already 
been hurried ; and was confirmed in his repugnance by 
the exhortations of his wife, who had great influence over 
him, and was herfelf much governed by the prefbyterian 
clergy. A committee of parliament was fent to reafon 
with him ; and Cromwel was of the number. In vain did 
they urge that the Scots had firft. broken the covenant by 
their invafion of England under Hamilton ; and that they 
would furely renew their hoflile attempts, if not preven- 
ted by the vigorous meafures of the commonwealth. Crom- 
wel, who knew the rigid inflexibility of Fairfax in every 
thing which he regarded as matter of principle, ventured 
to folicithim with the utmoit earneftnefs ; and he went fo 
far as to fhed tears of grief and vexation on the occafion. 
No one could fufpetl any ambitior. in the man, who la- 
boured fo zealouily to retain liis general in that high of- 
fice, which, he knew, he himfelf was entitled to fill. The 
fame warmth of temper which made Cromwel a frantic 
enthufialt, rendered him the moll dangerous of hypo- 
crhs ; and it was to this turn of mind, as much as to his 
courage and capacity, that he owed all his wonderful fuc- 
cef.es. By the contagious ferment of his zeal, he engaged 
every one to co-oncrat? • ith him in his meafures; ::nd 
■ entering caiily and affectionately into every part which 
he was difpoled to act, he was enabled, even after multi- 
plied deceits, to .cover, under a temped of paffion, all his 
crooked fchemes and profound artifice*^,:.; .. • ■ a 

Fairfax having religned his commilfion, it was bellow- 
ed on Cromwel, who was declared captain-genefal of all 
the forces in England. This command, in a common- 
wealth, which ftood entirely by arms, was of the utmOft 
importance ; and was the chief llep which this ambitious 
politician had yet made towards fevereign power. He im- 
mediately marched his forces, and entered Scotland with 
an army of r6,coo men. u&^HB&^flKHS * 

Thl command of the Scottifh army was given to Eefly, 
an experienced officer, who formed a very proper plan of 
defence. He entrenched I.imfelf in a fortified camp be- 
tween Edinburgh and Leith, and took care to i-emove 
from the counties of Merfe and the Lothians ev?ry thing 
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which could ferve to the fubfiftcncc of the EngKfh zrmj. CH A P. 
Cromwel advanced to the Scotch camp, and endeavoured 1,X. 
by every expedient to bring Lefley to a battle : The pru- ^y~^/'\J 
dent Scotchman knew thit, though fup^rior in numbers, t$s& 
hiffarmy was much inferior in difcipline to the Englilh ; . 
and he carefully kept himfelf within his entrenchments. 
By Ikirmifhes and ,fmall rencounters he tried to confirm 
the fpirits of his foldiers ; and he waa fuccefsful in tb.efe 
enterprifes. His army daily increafed both in numbers 
and courage. The king came to the camp ; and having 
exerted himfelf in an action, gained on the affections of 
the foldiery, who were more dclirous of fcrving under a 
young prince of fpirit and vivacity} than under a commit- 
tee of talking gown-men. T he clergy were alarmed. 
They ordered Charles immediately to leave the camp. 
They alfo purged it carefully of^about 4000 Mali grants 
and Engagers, whofe zeal had led them to attend the king, 
and who were the fokliersof chief credit and experience 
in the nation*. They then concluded, that they, had an 
army compofed entirely of faints, and could not be bea- 
ten. They murmured extremely, not only againft their 
prudent general, but alio againlt the Lord, on account of 
his delays in giving them deliverancef; and they plainly 
told him, that if he would not fave ;hem from the Lnglifh 
feftaries, he fhould no longer be their GodJ. An advan- 
tage having offered itfelf on a Sunday, they hindered the 
general from making ufeof it, left he fhould involve the 
nation in the guilt of fabbath breaking. 

Cromwel found himfelf in a very bad fituation. He 
had no provifions but what he received by fea. He had 
not had the precaution to bring thefe in fufficient quan- 
tities ; and his army was reduced to difficulties. He re- 
tired to Dunbir. Lefley followed him, and encamped on 
the heights of Lnmmermure, which overlook that town. 
There lay many difficult pafl'es between Dunbar and Ber- 
wic, and of thefe Lefley had taken p'offefljon. I he Eng- 
lilh general was reduced to extremities. He had even em- 
braced a refolution of fending by fea all his foot and ar- 
tillery to England, and of breaking through, at ail ha- 
zards, with his cavalry. The madnefs of the Scottifh ec- 
ciefiaftics laved him from this lofs and diftionour. 

Night and day theminiftershad been wreftling with the 
Lord in prayer, as they termed it ; and they fancied that 
they had at laft obtained the victory. Revelations, they 



* Sir Edw.inl Walker, p, iff. 
\ Whitloske,p, 44 j. 
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CHAP, faid, were made them, that the fedtarian and heretical 
LX. army, together with Agag, meaning Cromwel, was deli- 
KS /~\J vered into their hands. Upon the faith of thefe vifions, 

165°. they forced their genera], in fpite of his remonftrances, to 
. defccnd into the plain, with a view of attacking the i.ng- 

^ ^ lifh in their retreat. Cromwel, looking through a glafs, 

Dunbar. ^ aw enern y' s camp in motion ; and foretold, without; 

the help of revelations, that the Lord had delivered them 
into his hands. He gave orders immediately for am attack. 

jd Sept. In this battle it was eafily obferved that nothing, in mili- 
tary actions, can fupply the place of difcipline and expe- 
rience ; and that, in the prefence of real danger, where 
men are not accuflomed to it, the fumes of eruhufiufm 
prefently diffipace, and lofe their influence. The Scots, 
though double in number to the Englifh, were foon put 
to flight, and purfued with great flaughter. The chief, if 
not only, refinance was made by one regiment of High- 
landers, that part of the army which was the lead infec- 
ted with fanaticifm. No victory could be more complete 
than this which was obtained by Cromwel. About 3000 
of the enemy were flain, and 9030 taken prifoners. Crom- 
wel purfued his advantage, and took poileffion of Edin- 
burgh and Leith. The remnant of the Scottifh army fled 
to Stirling. The approach of the winter feafon. and an 
ague, which feized Cromwel, kept him from pufhing the 
victory aiiy farther. 

Thk clergy made great lamentations, and told the Lord, 
that to them it was little to facrifice their lives and cftates, 
but to him it was a great lofs to fuffer his elect to be de- 
ftroyed*. They publiftied a declaration, containing the 
caufe of their late misfortunes. Thefe vifitations they af- 
cribed to the manifold provocations of the king's houfe, 
©f which they feared he had not yet thoroughly repented; 
the fecret intmfion of malignants into the king's family, 
and even into the camp ; the leaving of a mofl malignant 
and profane guard of horfe, who, being fent for to be 
purged, came two days before the defeat, and were al- 
lowed to fight with the army ; the owning of the king's 
quarrel by many without fubordination to religion and li- 
berty ; and the carnal felf-keeping of fome, together with 
the neglect of family prayers by others. 

Cromwkl, having been fo fuccefsful in the war of the 
fword, took up the pen againft the Scottifh ecclefiaftics. 
He wrote them fome polemical letteis, in which he 
maintained the chief points of the independent theology. 
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H s took care likewife to retort on them their favourite CHAP, 
argument of providence 5 and alked them, Whether the LX. 
Lord had not decleared againft them ? But the minifters L/^'XJ 
thought that the fame events, which to their enemies were 
judgments, to them were trills; and they replied, that 
the Lord had only hid his face for a time, from Jicob. 
But Crorrtwcl infilled, that the appeal had been made to 
God in the molt exprefs and folcmn manner, and that, 
in the fields of Dunbar, an irrevocable decifion had been 
awarded in favour of the Englilh army** 

The defeat of the Scots was regarded by the king aa 
a fortunate event. The armies, which fought on both fides, 
were almoft equally his enemies ; and che vanquilhed 
were now obliged to give him fome more authority, and 
apply to him for fupport. The parliament was fummoned 
to meet at St. Johnltone's. Hamilcon, Lauderdale, and 
all the Engagers, were admitted into court and camp, on 
condition of doing public penance, and cxprelltng repen- 
tance for their late trangreflions. Some Malignants alfo 
creeped in under various pretences. The intended humi- 
liation or penance of the king was changed into the cere- 
mony of his coronation, which was performed at Scone jmuary 14 
with great pomp and folemnity. But amid (I all this ap- 
pearance of refpecl:, Charles remained in the hands of the 
mod rigid covenanters : And though treated with civility 
and courtefy by Argyle, a man of parts and addrefs, he 
was little better than a prifoner, and was ftill expofed to 
all the rudenefs and pedantry of the ecclefiaftic9. 

This young prince was in a fituation which very ill 
fuited his temper and difpofition. All thofe good qualities 

• This is the bed of Cromwel'9 wretched compontions that remains, 
and we iliall here extract a pufiage out oi ii. " You lay you have not 
*' lb learned Chrift as to hang the equity ofour cauie upon evears. We 
" could with that blindnefs had not been upon your eyes to all thofc 
" marvellous difpenfations, which God had wrought lately in England. 
" But did not vou folemnly appeal and pray ? Did not we do fo too? 
" And ought not we and you to think, with fear and tremb'ia*, of the 
" hand of the great God, in this mighty and flrange a.ppcirouce' of his, 
** but can (lightly call it an event ? were not both your and our ex- 
" peilatians renewed from time to time, while we waited on God, to fee 
" which way he would manifclt himfclf upon oar appeals? And (lull 
"' we, after all thefe our prayers, fadings, tears, expectations, and 
u folemn appeal?, call thefe mere events? The Lord pity vou. burely" 
** we fear, bccaul'c it has been a merciful and a gracious deliverance to> 
" u». 

" I befeech you in the bowels of Chrift, fearch after the mind of the 
** Lord in it towards you, and we fliall help you by our pravers thaC 
" you may find if. Tor yet, if we know our heirt at all, our bowels da 
" in Chriit yearn after the godly in Scotland." 

Thurloe, vol, i. p. , 

Vol. V, O o 
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CHAP, which he poflefled, his afFability, his wit, his gaiety, Ins 
LX. gentleman-like, difengaged behaviour, were here fo many 

C^/VNj vices ; and his love of eafe, liberty, and pleafure, was re- 
i6jr. garded as the higheft enormity. Though artful in the 
practice of courtly diffi mulation, the fanctified ftyle was 
utterly unknown to him ; and he never could mould his 
deportment into that ftarched grimace, which the cove- 
nanters required as an infallible mark of converfion. The 
duke of Buckingham was the only Englifh courtier al- 
lowed to attend him ; and, by his ingenious talent for 
ridicule he had rendered himfelf extremely agreeable to 
his mailer. While fo many obje£ts of derifion furrounded 
them, it was difficult to be altogether infenfible to the 
temptation, and wholly to fupprefs the laugh. Obliged to 
attend from morning to night at prayers and fermons, they 
betrayed evident fymptoms of wearinefs or contempt. 
The clergy never could efteem the king fufliciently re- 
generated : And by continual exhortations, remonffxances, 
and reprimands, they ftill endeavoured to bring him to a 
jufter fenfe of his fpiritual duty. 

The king's paffion for the fair could not altogether be 
reftrained. He had once been obferved ufing fome fami- 
liarities with a young woman ; and a committee of minif- 
ters was appointed to reprove him for a behaviour fo un- 
becoming a covenanted monarch. The fpokefman of the 
committee, one Douglafs, began with a levere afpe£t, in- 
formed the king that great fcandal had been given to the 
godly, enlarged on the heinous nature of fin, and conclud- 
ed with exhorting his majefty, whenever he was difpofed 
to amufe himfelf, to be more careful, for the future, in 
{hutting the windows. This delicacy, fo unufual to the 
place and to the character of the man, was remarked by 
the king ; and he never forgot the obligation. 

The king, fhockedat all the indignities, and, perhaps, 
ftill more tired with all the formalities, to which he was 
obliged to fubmit, made an attempt to regain his liberty. 
General Middleton, at the head of fome royalifts, being 
profcribed by the covenanters, kept in the mountains, ex- 
pecting fome opportunity of ferving his mafter. The king 
refolved to join this body. He fecretly made his efcape 
from Argyle, and fled towards the Highlands. Colonel 
Montgomery, with a troop of horfe, was fent in purluit 
of him. He overtook the king, and perfuaded him to re- 
turn. The royalifts being too weak to fupport him, Charles 
was the more eafily induced to comply. This incident 
procured him afterwards better treatment and more au- 
thority ; the covenanters being afraid of driving him, by 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 283 

y 

their rigours, to fome defperate refolution. Argyle renew- CHAP 
edhis courtfhip to the king, and the king, with equal dif- LX. 
fimulation, pretended to repofe great confidence in Argyle. v^-v-*~J 
He even went fo far as to drop hints of his intention to 
marry that nobleman's daughter : But he had to do with 
a man too wife to be feduced by fuch grofs artifices. 

As foon as the feafon would permit, the Scottilh army 
was aflembled under Hamilton and Lefley j and the king 
was allowed to join the camp. The forces of the weftern 
counties, notwithftanding the imminent danger which 
threatened their country, were refolute not to unite their 
caufe with that of an army which admitted any engagers 
or malignants among them ; and they kept in a body 
apart under Ker. They called themfelves the Protejlers ; 
and their frantic clergy declaimed equally againlt the 
king and againft Cromwel. The other party were deno- 
minated Refolutioners ; and thefe diftinctions continued 
long after to divide and agitate the kingdom. 

Charles encamped at theTorwood ; and his generals 
refolved to conduct themfelves by the fame cautious max- 
ims which, fo long as they were embraced, had been fuc- 
cefsful during the former campaign. The town of Stir- 
ling lay at his back, and the whole north fupplied him 
with provilions. Strong entrenchments defended his front} 
and it was in vain that Cromwel made every attempt to 
bring him to an engagement. After lofing much time, the 
Englifh general fent Lambert over the frith into Fife, 
with an intention of cutting off the provifions of the ene- 
my. Lambert fell upon Holborne and Brown, who com- 
manded a party of the Scots, and put them to rout with 
great (laughter. Cromwel, alfo pafled over with his whole 
army ; and lying at the back of the king, made it impof- 
fible forhim to keep his port any longer. 

Charles, reduced to defpair, embraced a refolution 
worthy of a young prince contending for empire. Having 
the way open, he refolved immediately to march into 
England ; where he expetted that all his friends, and all 
thofe who were difcontented with the prefent government, 
would flock to his ftandard. He perfuaded the generals to 
enter into the fame views ; and with one confent, the ar- 
my, to the number of 14,000 men, rofe from their camp, 
and advanced by great journies towards the fouth. 

Cromwel was furprifed at this movement of the roy- 
al army. Wholly intent on offending his enemy, he had 
expofed his friends to imminent danger, and faw the king 
with numerous forces marching into England ; where 
his prefence, from the general hatred which prevailed 
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agninft the parliament, was capable of producing fome 
great revolution. But if this conduct was an overfight in 
Cromwel, he quickly repaired it by his vigilance and ac- 
tivity. He difpatched letters to the parliament, exhorting 
them not to be dilmayul at the approach of the Scots : 
He fent orders every where for aficmbling forces to op- 
pofe the king : He ordered Lambert with a body of caval- 
ry to hang upon the rear of the royal army, and infeft 
their m^rch : and he himfelf, leaving Monk with 7000 
men to complete the reduction of Scotland, followed the 
king with all the expedition poffible. 

Charles found himfelf difappointed in his expecta- 
tions of incrtafing his army, i he Scots, terrified at the 
profpecfc of fo rmardous an enterpnfe, fell off in great 
numbers. The Englifh prefbyterians, having no warning 
given them cf the king's approach, were not prepared to 
join him. To the royalifls, this meafure was equally un- 
expected ; and they were farther deterred from joining 
the Scottifh army, by the orders which the committee of 
mimfters had iflued, not to admit any, even in this defpe- 
rate extremity, who would not fubferibe the covenant. 
The eavl of Derby, leaving the Ifle of Man, where he had 
hitherto maintained his independence, was employed in le- 
vying forces in Chtfhire and Lancafhire but was foon 
fuppreflld by a party of the parliamentary army. And the 
king, when he arrived at Worccfter, found that his for- 
ces, extremely harafled by_ a halty and fatiguing march,, 
were not more numerous than when he rofe from his 
camp in the Torwood. 

Such is the influence of eftablifhed government, that 
the commonwealth, though founded in ufurpation the 
moil unjult and unpopular, had authority fufheient to 
raife every where themilitia of the counties ; and thefe, 
united with the regular forces, bent all their efforts againft 
the king. With an army of about 30,000 men, Cromwel 
fell upon Worcefter ; and attacking it on all fides, and 
meeting with little refiflance, except from duke Hamilton 
ai -1 general Muidkton, broke in upon the difordered roy- 
alifts. The ilreets of the city were ftrowed with dead. 
Hamilton, a nobleman of bravery and honour, was mor- 
tally wounded j Maflcy wounded and taken prifoner ; the 
king himfelf, having given many proofs of perfonal valour, 
was obliged to fly. The whole Scottifh army was either 
killed or taken prifoners. The country people, inflamed 
with national antipathy, put to death the few that efca» 
ped Iron, the field of battle. 

The king left Worcefter at fix o'clock in the afternoon^ 
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and, without halting, travelled about twenty-fix miles, in CHAP, 
company with fifty or fixty of his friends. To provide for LX. 
his finely, he thought it beft to feparate himfelf from his V^V*^ 
companions; and he left them without communicating " l ft-^ 
his intentions to any of them. By the earl of Derby's direc- ekape. 
tions, he went to Bofcobel, a lone houfe in the borders of 
Stafrbrdfhire, inhabited by one Penderell, a farmer. To 
this man Charles entrufted himfelf. The man had dignity 
of fentiments much above his condition j and though 
death was denounced againlt all who concealed the king, 
and a great reward promifed to any one who fiiould betray 
liim, he profaned and maintained unfhaken fidelity. He 
took the afiiftance of his four brothers, equally honoura- 
ble with himfelf '+ and having clothed the king in a garb 
like their own, thty led him into the neighbouring wood, 
jntf a bill into his hand, and pretended to employ them- 
ielves m cutting faggots. Some nights he lay upon ftraw 
in the houfe, and fed on fuch homely fare as it afforded. 
For a. better concealment, he mounted upon an oak, where 
he fheltered himfelf among the leaves and branches for 
twenty-four hours. He faw feveral foldiers pafs by. All 
of them were intent in fearch of the king ; and fome ex- 
prefied, in his hearing, their earneft wiflies of feizinghim. 
This tree was afterwards denominated the Royal Oak; and 
for many years was regarded by the neighbourhood with 
great veneration. 

Ch-arlbs was in the middle of the kingdom, and could 
neither ftay in his retreat, nor Itira ftep from it, without 
the moft eminent danger. Fear, hopes, and party zeal, in- 
terefted multitudes to difcovcr him ; and even the fmalleft 
indifcrction of his friends might prove fatal. Having join- 
ed lord Wilmot, who was fkulking in the neighbourhood', 
they agreed to put themfelvcs into the hands of colonel 
l>ane, a zealous royalift, who lived at Bentley, not many 
miles diftmt. The king's feet were fo hurt by walking 
about in heavy boots or countrymen's lhoes which did not 
fit him, that he was obliged to mount on horfeback j and 
he travelled in this fituation to Bently, attended by the 
Penderells, who had been fo faithful to him. Lane formed 
a fcheme for his journey to Briftol, where, it was hoped, 
he would find a Ihip, in which he might tranfport himfelf.. 
He had a near kinfu oman, Mrs. Norton, who lived with- 
in three miles of that city, and was with child, very near 
the time of her delivery. He obtained a pafs (for, during 
thofe times of confufion, this precaution was requifite) 
for his fifter Jane Lane and a iervant, to travel towards 
Briftol, under pretence of vificing and attending her rela- 
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CH A P. tion. The king rode before the lady, and perfonated the 

LX. fervant. 

L/"YXJ When they arrived at Norton's, Mrs. Lane pretended 
that fhe had brought along as her fervant a poor lad, a 
neighbouring farmer's fon, who was ill of an ague •, and 
fhe begged a private room for him, where he might be 
quiet. Though Charles kept himfelf retired in this cham- 
ber, the butler, one Pope, foon knew him: The king was 
alarmed, but made the butler promife that he would keep 
the fecret from every mortal, even from his mafter ; and 
he was faithful to his engagement. 

No (hip, it was found, would for a month, fet fail from 
Briftol, either for France or Spain ; and the king was 
obliged to go elfewhere for a paffage. He entrufted him- 
felf to colonel Windham of Dorfetfhire, an affectionate 
partifan of the royal family. The natural effect of the 
long civil wars, and of the furious rage to which all men 
were wrought up in their different factions, was, that eve- 
ry one's inclinations and affections were thoroughly 
known, and even the courage and fidelity of mod men, 
by the variety of incidents, had been put to trial. The roy- 
alifts too, had, many of them, been obliged to make con- 
cealments in their houfes for themfelves, their friends, or 
more valuable effects ; and the arts of eluding the enemy 
had been frequently pradtifed. All thefe cireumftances 
proved favourable to the king in the prefent exigency. As 
he often paffed through the hands of catholics, the Priejl's 
Hole, as they called it, the place where they were obliged 
to conceal their perfecuted priefts, was fometimes em- 
ployed for fheltering their diftreffed fovereign. 

Windham, before he received the king, afked leave to 
entruft the important fecret to his mother, his wife, and 
four fervants, on whofe fidelity he could rely. Of all thefe, 
no one proved wanting either in honour or difcretion. 
The venerable old matron, on the reception of her royal 
gueft, expreffed the utmoft joy, that having loft, without 
regret, three fons and one grand-child in defence of his 
father, fhe was now referved, in her declining years, to be 
inftrumental in the prefervation of himfelf. Windham 
told the king, that fir Thomas, his father, in the year 1636, 
a few days before his death, called to him his five fons. 
** Mv children," faid he, *» we have hitherto feen ferene 
" and quiet times, under our three laft fovereigns : But 
" I muft now warn you to prepare for clouds and ftorms. 
" tactions arife on every fide, and threaten the tranquil- 
" lity of your native country. But whatever happen, do 
" you faithfully honour and obey your prince, and adhere 
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" to the crown. 1 charge you never to forfake the crown, CHAP. 
" though it fliould hang upon a bufh." " Thefe laft LX. 
M words," added Windham, " made fuch impreffions on all 
" our breafts, that the many afflictions of thefe fad times l6 ' 51 - 
" could never efface their indelible characters." From 
innumerable inftances, it appears how deep-rooted in the 
minds of the Englifh gentry of that age was the principle 
of loyalty to their fovercign ; that noble and generous 
principle inferior only in excellence to the more enlarged 
and more enlightened affection towards a legal conftitu- 
tion. But during thofe times of military ufurpation, thefe 
paffions were the fame. 

The king continued feveral days in Windham's houfe ; 
and all his friends in Britain, and in every part of Eu- 
rope, remained in the moft anxious fufpenfe with regard 
to his fortunes : No one could conjecture whether he 
were dead or alive; and the report of his death being ge- 
nerally believed, happily relaxed the vigilant fearch of his 
enemies. Trials were made to procure a velTel for his ef- 
cape ; but he ftill met with difappointments. Having left 
Windham's houfe, he was obliged again to return to it. 
He paiTed through many other adventures; aflumed differ- 
ent difguifes; in every ftep wasexpofedto imminent perils; 
and received daily proofs of uncorrupted fidelity and at- 
tachment. The fagacicy of a fmith, who remarked that 
his horfe's fhoes had been made in the north, not in the 
weft, as he pretended, once detected him ; and he nar- 
rowly efcaped. At Shoreham in SufTex a veiTel was at laft 
found, in which he embarked. He had been known to fo 
many, that if he had not fet fail in that critical moment, 
it had been impoffible for him to efcape. After one and 
forty days concealment, he arrived fafely at Fefcamp in 
Normandy. No lefs than forty men and women had at 
different times been privy to his concealment and ef- 
cape.* 

The battle of Worcefter afforded Cromwel what he 
called his crowning mrrcyf. So elated was he, that he in- 
tended to have knighted in the field two of his generals, 
Lambert and Fleetwood ; but was diffuaded by his friends 
from exerting this act of regal authority. His power and 
ambition were too great to brook fubmiffion to the empty 
name of a republic, which flood chiefly by his influence, 
and was fupported by his victories. How early he enter- 
tained thoughts ©f taking into his hand the reins of go- 
vernment is uncertain. We are only allured, that he now 
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difcovercd to his intimate friends thefe afpiring views } 
and even exprefled a defire of affiiining the rank of king, 
which he had contributed, with fuch feeming zeal, to 

Thecoma The little popularity and credit acquired by the repub- 
licans, farther ftimulated the ambition of this enterprifing 
politician. Thefe men had not that large thought, nor 
thofe comprehenfive views, which might quality them 
for afting the part of legiflators : Selfifh aims and bigotry 
chiefly engrofled their attention. They carried their rigid 
aufterity fo far as to enact a law, declaring fornication, 
nfter the firft act, to be felony, without benefit of clergyf . 
They made fmall progrefs in that important work, which 
they profefied to have fo much at heart, the fettling of a 
a new model of reprefentation, tnd fixing a planof go- 
vernment. The nation began to apprehend, that they in- 
tended to eftablim themfelves as a perpetual legislature, 
and to confine the whole power to 60 or 70 perfons who 
called themfelves the parliament of the Commonwealth 
of England. And while they pretended to beftow new 
liberties upon the nation, they found themfelves obliged 
to infringe even the mod valuable of thofe which, thro'time 
immemorial, had been tranfmitted from their anceftors. 
Not daring to entruft. the trials of tteafon to juries, who, 
being chofen indifferently from among the people, would 
have been little favourable to the commonwealth, and 
would have formed their verdict upon the anticnt laws, 
they eluded that noble inftitution, by which the govern- 
ment of this illand has ever been fo much diftinguifhed. 
They had evidently feen in the trial of Lilburn what they 
could expect from juries. This man, the moll turbulent, 
but the molt upright and courageous, of human kind, was 
tried for a tranfgreflion of the new ftatute of treafons ; 
But though he was plainly guilty, he was acquitted, to the 
great joy of the people. Weftminfter-hall, nay the whole 
city, rang with fhouts and acclamations. Never did any ef- 
tablifhcd power receive lb ftrong a declaration of its ufur- 
pation and invalidity ; and from no inltitution, befides the 
admirable one of juries, could be expected this magnan- 
imous effort. 

That they might not for the future be expofed to 
affronts, which fo much lefTened their authority, the par- 
liament erected a high court of juftice, which was to re- 
ceive indictments from the council of ftate. This court 



* Whitlocke, p. 523. f Scobcl, p. lit'. A bill was introduced into 
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was competed of men devoted to the ruling party, w ith- CTT A P. 
out name or character, determined to facrifice every thing La. 
to their own fafety or ambition. Colonel Eufebius An- Y >J 
drews and colonel Walter Slingfby were tried by this court ifiji* 
for confpiracies, and condemned to death. They were roy- 
alilts, and refufed to plead before fo illegal a jurifdiction. 
L^ve, Gibbons, and other prefbyterians, having entered 
into a plot againft the republic, were alfo tried, condemn- 
ed, and executed. The earl of D.roy, fir Timothy Fcaih- 
erllone, Bcmboe, being taken pnfoners after the battle of 
Worceller, were put to death by fentence of a ourt-mar- ' 
tial ; a method of proceeding declared illegal by that very 
petition of right, for which a former parliament had fo 
ftrenuou.ly contended, and which, after great efforts, they 
had extorted from the king. 

Excepting their principles of toleration, the maxims 
by which the republicans regulated eccleliatical afF;irs, 
no more prognosticated any durable fettlement, than thofe 
by which they conducted their civil concerns. The pref- 
byterian model of congregation, claflcs, and aJjmblics, 
was not allowed to be finiflied : It feemed even the in- 
tention of many leaders in the parliament to admit of no 
eftablifhed church, and to le<rve every one, without any 
guidance of the magiftrate, to embrace whatever feet, and 
to fupport whatever clergy, were mod agreeable to him. 

1"he parliament went fo far as to make fome ap- 
proaches in one province, to their independent model. Al- 
moft all the clergy of Wales being ejected as malignants, 
itinerant preachers with fmall falaries were fettled, not 
above four or five in each county ; and thefe, being fur- 
nilhed with horfes at the public expence, hurried from 
place to place, and carried, as they exprefled themfelve, 
the glad tidings of the gofpel*. They were all of them 
men of the loweft birth and education, who had deferted 
mechanical trades, in order to follow this new profeffion.. 
And in this particular, as well as in their wandering life, 
they pretended to be more truly apoftolical. 

The republicans, both by the turn of their difpofition, 
and by the nature of the initruments which they employ- 
ed, were better qualified for acts of force and vigour, than 
for the flow and deliberate work of legiflation. Notwith- 
ftanding the late wars and bloodfhed, and the prelent fac- 
tions, the power of England had never, in any period, ap- 
peared fo formidable to the neighbouring kingdoms, as 
it did at this time, in the hands of the commonwealth, A 
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CH A P. numerous army ferved equally to retain every one in im- 
LX. piicit fubjettion to eftablifhed authority, and to ftrike a 

tyYXJ terror into foreign nations. The power of peace ami war 
i6ji. W as lodged in the fame hands with that of impofing taxes; 
and no difference of views, among the feveral members of 
the legiflaturc, could any longer be apprehended. The pre - 
fert impofilions, though much fuperior to what had ever 
formerly been experienced, were in reality moderate, and 
what a nation fo opulent could eafily bear. The military 
genius of the people had, by the civil contefts, been roufed 
from its former lethargy ; and excellent officers were for- 
med in every branch of iervice. 1 he confuiion, into which 
all things had been thrown, had given opportunity to men 
of low ftatiens to break through their obfeurity, and to 
raife themfelves by their courage to commands which they 
were well qualified to exercife, but to which their birth 
could never have entitled them. And while fo great a pow- 
er was lodged in fuch a£Hve hands, no wonder the repub- 
lic was fuccefsful in all its enterprifes. 

Blake, a man of gieat courage and a generous difpo- 
fition, the fame perfon who had defended Lyme and 
Taunton with fuch unfhaken obftinacy againft the late 
Icing, was made an admiral ; and though he had hitherto 
been accuftomed only to land fervice, into which too he 
had not entered till paft fifty years of age, he foon raifed 
the naval glory of the nation to a greater height than it 
had ever attained in any former period. A fleet was put 
Tinder his command, and he received orders to purfue 
piince Rupert, to whom the king had entruftedthat fquad- 
ron which had deferted to him. Rupert took fhelter in 
Kinfale ; and efcaping thence, fled towards the coaft of 
Portugal. Blake purfued and chafed him into the Tagus, 
where he intended to make an attack upon him. But the 
king of Portugal, moved by the favour which, throughout 
all Europe, attended the royal caufe, refufed Blake admit- 
tance, and aided prince Rupert in making his efcape. To 
be revenged of this partiality, the Englilh admiral made 
prize of twenty Portuguefe fhips richly laden j and he 
threatened ftill farther vengeance. 1 he king of Portugal, 
dreading fo dangerous a foe to his newly acquired domi- 
nion ; and fenfible of the unequal conteft in which he was 
engaged, made all poffible fubmiffions to the haughty re- 
public, and was at lall admitted to negociate the renewal 
of his alliance with England. Prince Rupert, having loft 
a great part of his fquadron on the cwaft of Spain, made 
fail towards the Weft-Indies. His brother, prince Mau- 
rice, was there Jhipw recked in a hurricane. Every where 
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this fquadron fubfifted by privateering, fometimes on Eng» CHAP, 
iiih, fometimes on Spanifh veffels. And Rupert at laft re- LX. 
turned to France, where he difpofed of the remnants of his KS~Y~\J 
fleet, together with his prizes. 

All the fettlements in America, except New England, 
which had been planted entirely by the puritans, adher- 
ed to the royal party, even after the fettlement of the re- 
public ; and fir George Ayfcue was fent with a fquadron 
to reduce them. Bermudas, Antigua, Virginia, were foon 
fubdued. Barbadoes, commanded by lord Wilioughby of 
Parham, made fome refiftance 5 but was at laft obliged to 
fubmit. 

With equal eafe were Jerfey, Guernfey, Scilly, and 
the Me of Man, brought under fubjection to the repub- 
lic ; and the fea, which had been much infefted by priva- 
teers from thefe iflands, was rendered fafe to the Englifh 
commerce. The countefs of Derby defended the Ifle of 
Man ; and with great reluctance, yielded to the neceflity 
of furrendering to the enemy. This lady, a daughter of 
the illuftrious houfe of Trimoille in France, had, during 
the civil war, difplayed a manly courage by her obftinate 
defence of Latham-houfe againft the parliamentary forces-, 
and the retained the glory of being the laft perfon in the 
three kingdoms, and in all their dependent dominions, 
who fubmitted to the victorious commonwealth*. 

Ireland and Scotland were now entirely fubjecled and 
reduced to tranquillity. Ireton, the new deputy of Ire- 
land, at the head of a numerous army, 30,000 ftrong, 
profecuted the work of fubduing the revolted Irifh ; and 
he defeated them in many rencounters, which, though of 
themfelves of no great moment, proved fatal to their de- 
clining caufe. He punifhed without mercy all the prifon- 
ers who had any hand in the maflucres. Sir Phelim 
O'Neale, among the reft, was, fome time after, brought 
to the gibbet, and fuffered an ignominious death, which 
he had fo well merited by his inhuman cruelties. Lime- 
ric, a confiderable town, {till remained in the hands of the 
Irifh ; and Ireton, after a vigorous fiege, made himfelf 
mafter of it. He was here infected with the plague, and 
fhortly after died ; a memorable perfonage, much celebra- 
ted for his vigilance, induftry, capacity, even for the ftrict 
execution of juftice in that unlimited command which he 
poflefled in Ireland. He was obferved to be inflexible in 
all his purpoff s ; and it was believed by many, that he 
was animated with a fincere and paffionate love of liberty, 

» 5ec not; [ Q_OJ at the end of the volume, 
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C H A P. and never could have been induced by any motive to fub- 
LX. mi t to the fmalleft appearance of regal government. Crom- 
l^TVXj wel appeared to be much affected by his death ; and the 
ibiu republicans, who repofed great confidence in him, v ere 
inconfolable. To fkew their regard for his merit and fer- 
vices, they beftowed an eftate of two thoufand pounds a- 
year on his family, and honoured him with a magnificent 
funeral at the public charge. Though the eftabhfhed go- 
vernment was but-the mere fhadow of a commonwealth, 
yet was it beginning by proper arts to encourage that pub- 
lic fph'it which no other fpecics of civil polity is ever able 
fully to infpire. 

The command of the army in Ireland devolved on 
lieutenant-general Ludlow. The civil government of the 
ifland was entrufted to commifnoners, Ludlow continued 
.to pufh the advantages againft the Irifh, and every where 
obtained an eafy victory. That unhappy people, difguft- 
.ed with the king on account of thofe violent declarations 
againft them and their religion, which had been extorted 
by the Scots, applied to the king of Spain, to the duke of 
Lorraine,, and found affiftance no-where. Clnnricarde, 
unable to refill the prevailing power, made fubmiffions to 
the parliament, and retired into England, where he foon 
after died. He was a fteady catholic ; but a man much re- 
flected by all parties. 

The fuccefles which attended Monk in Scotland were 
no lefs decifivc. That able general laid fiege to Stirling- 
caftle; and though it was well provided for defence, it was 
foon furrendered to him. He there became matter of all 
the records of the kingdom ; and he fent them to Eng- 
land. The carl of Leven, the earl of Crawford, lord 
Ogilvy, and other noblemen, having met near Penh, in 
order to concert meafures for raifmg a new army, were 
fuddenly fet upon by colonel Alured, and moft of them 
taken prifoners. Sir Philip Mufgrave, with fome Scots--, 
being engaged at Dumfries in a like enterprife, met with 
a like fate. Dundee was a town well fortified, fupplied 
with a good garrifon under Lumifden, and full of all the 
rich furniture, the plate, and money of the kingdom, 
which had been fent thither as to a place of fafety. Monk 
appeared before it ; and having made a breach, gave a ge- 
neral aflault. He carried the town ; and following the ex- 
ample and inftrudtions of Cromwel, put all the inhabi- 
tants to the fword, in order to ftrike a general terror into 
the kingdom. Warned by this example, Aberdeen, St. 
Andrew's, Invernefs, and other towns and forts, yielded 
of their own accord, to the enemy. Argyle made his fub- 



THE COMMON "WE A'LT H. st>j 

rnhTions to the Englifh commonwealth; and excepting a C H AP. 
few royalifts, who remained fome time in the moun- LXt 
tains, under the earl of Glencairn, lord Balcarras, and ge- lyvV 
neral Middleton, that kingdom, which had hitherto, l6 ' 1- 
through all ages, by means of its fituation, poverty and 
valour, maintained its independence, was reduced to total 
fubje&ion. 

The Englifli parliament fent fir Henry Vane, St. John, 
and other commiflioners, to fettle Scotland. Thefe men 
who poiTefled little of the true fpirit of liberty, knew how 
to maintain the appearance of it ; and they required the 
voluntary confent of all the counties and towns of this 
conquered kingdom, before they would unite them into 
the fame commonwealth with England. The clergy pro- 
tefted ; becaufe, they faid, this incorporating union would 
draw along with it a fubordinarion of the church to the 
ftate in the things of Chrift*. Englifh judges, joined to 
fome Scottifh, were appointed to determine all caufes-j 
jullice was ftrictly adminiflered ; order and peace main* 
tained ; and the Scots, freed from the tyranny of the ec- 
clefiaftics, were not much difiatisfied with the prefent go- 
vernment-}-. The prudent conduct of Monk, a man who 
pollened a capacity for the arts both of peace and war, fer- 
ved much to reconcile the minds of men, and to allay their 
prejudices. 

By the total reduction and pacification of the Britifh \t 5 2. 
dominions, the parliament had leifure to look abroad, and Dutch war, 
to exert their vigour in foreign entcrprifes. The Dutch 
were the firft that felt the weight of their arms. 

During the life of Frederic Henry, prince of Orange, 
the Dutch republic had maintained a neutrality in the ci- 
vil wars of England, and had never interpofed, except by 
her good ofiices, between the contending parties. When 
William, who had married an Englifh princefs, fucceed- 
ed to his father's commands and authority}, the States, 
both before and after the execution of the late king, were 
accufed of taking fteps more favourable to the royal caufe, 
and of betraying a great prejudice againft that of the par- 
liament. It was long before the envoy of the Englifh com- 
monwealth could obtain an audience of the ftates-general. 
The murderers of Doriflaus were not purfued with fuch 
rigour as the parliament expected. And much regard had 
been payed to the king, and many good offices performed 
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CHAP, to him, both by the public, and by men of all ranks in the 
LX. United Provinces. 

V-*-v^ After the death of William, prince of Orang *, 
ttjz. w hich was attended with the depreffion of his party and 
the triumph of the Dutch republicans, the parliament 
thought that the time was now favourable for cementing 
a dofer confederacy with the States. St. John, chief 
juftice, who was fent over to the Hague, had entertained 
the idea of forming a kind of coalition between the two 
republics, which would have rendered their intereits to- 
tally inseparable : but fearing that fo extraordinary a 
project would not be relifhed, he contented himfelf with 
dropping fome hints of it, and openly wen: no farther 
than to propofe a ftricT: defenfive alliance between Eng- 
land and the Untied Provinces, fuch as has now, fur, 
near feventy years, taken place between thefe friendly 
powers-)-. But the States, who were unwilling to form a 
nearer confederacy with a government, whole meafures 
were fo obnoxious, and whofe fituation feemed lo pre- 
carious, offered only to renew the former alliances with 
England. And the haughty St. John, difgufted with this 
difappointment, as well as incenfed at many affronts, 
which had been offered him with impunity, by the retain- 
ers of the Palatine and Orange families, and indeed by 
the populace in general, returned into England, and en- 
deavoured to foment a quarrel between the republics. 

The movements of great ftates are often directed by 
as llender fprings as thofe of individuals. Though war 
with fo confiderable a naval power as the Dutch, who 
were in peace with all their other neighbours, might feem 
dangerous to the yet-unfcttled commonwealth, there 
were feveral motives which at this time induced the Eng- 
lilh parliament to embrace' hoftile meafures. Many of the 
members thought that a foreign war would ferve as a 
petence for continuing the fame parliament, and delaying 
the new model of a representative, with which the nation 
had fo long been flattered. Others hoped that the war 
would furnifh a reafon for maintaining, fome time longer, 
that numerous ftanding army, which was fo much com- 
plaind of J. On the other hand, fome who dreaded the 
increafing power of Cromwel, expected that the great ex- 
pence of naval armaments would prove a motive for 

* October 17, 1650. t Thurloc, vol. i, p. 182. 
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diminifhing the military eftablifhment. To divert the at- C,H A P. 
tention of the public from domeftic quarrels towards LX. 
foreign trnnfactions, feemed, in the prcfent difpofition v**-v-«»-> 
of men's minds, to be good policy. The fuperior power l6 -5 3- 
of thr Englilli commonwealth, together with its advan- 
tages of fituation, promifed fuccefs ; and the parliamentary 
leaders hoped to gain many rich prizes from the Dutch, 
to diftrefs and fink their flourifhing commerce, and by 
victories, to throw a luftre on their own eftablifhment, 
which was fo new and unpopular. All thefe views, en- 
forced by the violent fpirit of St. John, who had great 
influence over Cromwel, determined the parliament to 
cha ige the purpofed alliance into a furious war aginft the 
United Provinces. 

To cover thefe hoftile intentions, the parliament, un« 
der pretence of providing for their interefts of commerce, 
embr?.c»d fuch meafures as they knew would give difguft. 
to rh^ States. They framed the famous act of navigation ; 
which prohibited all nations from importing into England 
in their bottoms any commodity which was not the growth 
and manufacture of their own country. By this law, 
though the terms in which it was conceived were general, 
the Dutch were principally affected; bccaufe their country 
produces few commodities, and they fubfift chiefly by 
being the general carriers and factors of Europe. Letters 
of reprifal were granted to fever al merchants, who com- 
plained of injuries, which, they pretended, they had re- 
ceived from the States ; and above eighty Dutch fhips 
fell into their hands , and were made prizes. The cruelties 
committed on the Englifh at Amboyna, which were cer- 
tainly enormous, but which feemed to be buried in 
oblivion by a thirty-years' filence, were again made the 
ground of complaint. And the allowing the murderers of 
Doriflaus to efcape, and the conniving at the infults to 
which St. John had been expofed, were reprefented as 
fymptoms of an unfriendly, if not a hoftile^ difpofition 
in the States. 

The States, alarmed at all there fteps, fent orders to 
their ambafiadors to endeavour the renewal of the treaty 
of alliance, which had been broken off by the abrupt de- 
parture of St. John. Not to be unprepared, they equip- 
ped a fleet of a hundred and fifty fail, and took care, by 
their minifters at London, to inform the council of ftate 
of that armament. This intelligence, inftead of ftriking 
terror into the Englifh republic, was confidered as a me- 
mace, and farther confirmed the parliament in their hoftile 
lefolutions, The minds of men in both ftates were, every 
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CHAP, day, more irritated agaipft each other; and it was not 

LX. long before thefe humours broke forth into action, 
'w-v-w Tromp, an admiral of great renown, received from the- 
1( i 2 - States the command of a fleet of forty-two fail, in order 
to protect the Dutch navigation againft the privateers of 
the Englifh. He was forced, by ftrefs of weather, as he 
alleged, to take fhelter in the road of Dover, w ere he met 
■with Blake, who commanded an Englifh fleet much in- 
ferior in number. Who was the aggrefibr in the action, 
which enfued between thefe two admirals, both of them 
men of fuch prompt and fiery difpolitions, it is not eafy to 
determine ; lince each of them fent to his own Itate a 
Eolation totally oppofite in all its circumftances to that of 
the other, and yet fupported by the teftimony of every 
captain in his fleet. Blake pretended that, having given a 
fignal to the Dutch admiral to ftrike, Tromp, inftead of 
complying, fired a broadfide at him. Tromp afferted that 
he was preparing to ftrike, and that the Englifh admiral, 
neverthelefs, began hoftilities. It is certain that the ad- 
miralty of Holland, who are diftinct from the council of 
ftate, had given Tromp no orders to ftrike, but had left 
him to his own difcretion with regard to that vain but 
much contefted ceremonial. They feemed willing to in- 
troduce the claim of an equality with the new common- 
wealth, and to interpret the former refpecl: payed the 
Englifh flag, as a deference due only to the monarchy. 
This circumftance forms a ftrong prefumption againit 
the narrative of the Dutch admiral. The whole Orange 
party, it mult be remarked, to which Tromp was fufpec- 
ted to adhere, were defirous of a war with England. 

Blake, though his fqnadron confifted only of fifteen 
vefiels, reinforced, after the battle began, by eight, under 
captain Bourne, maintained the fight with bravery for 
rive hours, and funk one fhip of the enemy, and took 
another. Night parted the combatants, and the Dutch 
fleet retired towards the coaft of Holland. The populace 
of London were enraged, and would have infulted the 
Dutch ambafladors, who lived at Chelfea, had not the 
council of ftate fent guards to protect them. 

W hen the States heard of this action, of which the 
confequences were eafily forefeen, they were in the ut- 
moft confirmation. They immediately difpatched Paw, 
penfionary of Holland, as their ambafiador extraordinary 
to London, and ordered him to lay before the parliament 
the narrative which Tromp had fent of the late rencoun- 
ter. They entreated them, by all the bands of their com- 
mon religion and common liberties, not to precipitate 
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nemfelves into hoftile meafures, but to appoint commif- CHAP. 
(Sorters, who fhould examine every circumftance of the LX, 
action, and clear up the truth, which lay in obfcurity. t/'VV^ 
And they pretended that they had given no orders to 
their admiral to offer any violence to the Englifh, but 
would feverely punifh him, if they found, upon inquiry, 
that he had been guilty of an action which they fo much 
difapproved. The imperious parliament would hearken 
to none of thefe reafons or remonftrances. Elated by the 
numerous fucceffes which they had obtained over their 
domeftic enemies, they thought that every thing muft 
yield to their fortunate arms ; and they gladly feized the 
opportunity, which they fought, of making war upon the 
States. 1 hey demanded that, without any farther delay 
or enquiry, reparation fhould be made for all the damages 
which the Englifh had fuftained. And when this demand 
was not complied with, they difpatched orders for com- 
mencing war againft the United Provinces. 

Blake failed northwards with a numerous fleet, and 
fell upon the herring bufTes, which were efcorted by 
twelve men of war. All thefe he either took or difperfed. 
Tromp followed him with a fleet of above a hundred fail. 
When thefe two admirals were within fight of each other, 
and preparing For battle, a furious ftorm attacked them. 
Blake took fhelte'c in the Englifh harbours. The Dutch 
fleet wa- difperfed, and received great damage. 

Sir George Ayfcue, though he commanded only forty Aug. 164 
fhips according to the Englifh accounts, engaged near 
Plymouth, the famous de Ruiter, who had under him 
fifty mips of war, with thirty merchant-men. The Dutch 
fhips were indeed of inferior force to the Englifh. De 
Ruiter, the only admiral in Europe who has attained a 
renown equal to that of the greateft general, defended 
himfelf fo well, that Ayfcue gained no advantage over 
him. Night parted them in the greateft heat of the ac- 
tion. De Ruiter next day failed off with his Convoy. The 
Englifh fleet had been fo fhattered in the fight, that it was 
not able to purfue. 

Nea a the coaft of Kent, Blake, feconded by Bourne o&. 28. 
and Pen, met a Dutch fquadron, nearly equal in num- 
bers, commanded by de Witte and de Ruiter. A battle 
was fought much to the difadvantage of the Dutch. Their 
rear-admiral was boarded and taken. Two other veflels 
were funk, and one blown up. The Dutch next day made 
fail towards Holland. 

The Englifh were not fo fuccefsful in the Meditera- 

Vol. V. Qji 
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CHAP. ncan. Van Galen, with much fuperior force, attacked 
LX. captain Badily, and defeated him. He bought, however* 
t-S~Y\J his victory with the lofs of his life. 

NovHj. 'Sea-fights are feldom ib decifive as to difable the van- 
quilhed from making head in a little time againft the vic- 
tors. Tromp, feconded by de Ruiter, met, near the Good- 
Winsj with Blake, whofe fleet was inferior to the Dutch, 
but who refolved not to decline the combat. A furious 
battle commenced, where the admirals on both fides, as 
well as the inferior officers and feamen exerted great bra- 
very. In this action the Dutch had the advantage. Blake 
himlclf was wounded. The Garland and Bonaventure 
were taken. Two fhips were burned, and one funk ; and 
night came opportunely to fave the Englifh fleet. After 
this victory Tromp, in a bravado, fixed a broom to his 
mainmaft ; as if he were refolved to fweep the fea entire- 
ly of all Englifh veflels. 

TW3« Great preparations were made in England, in order 
to wipe off this dilgrace. A gallant fleet of eighty fail 
was fitted out. Blake commanded, and Dean under him, 
together with Monk, who had been fent for from Scot- 

izb. i2. hind. When the Englifh lay off Portland, they defcried, 
near break of day, a Dutch fleet of feventy-iix veflels, 
failing up the channel, along with a convoy of 300 mer- 
chantmen, who had received orders to wait at the ifle of 
Rhe, till the fleet fhould arrive to efcort them. Tromp, 
and, under him,dc R.uitcr, commanded the Dutch. This 
battle was the moft furious that had yet been fought be- 
tween thefe warlike and rival nations. Three days was the 
combat continuedwith the utmolt rage and obftinacy ; and 
Blake, who was victor, gained not more honour than 
Tromp, who was vanquished. The Dutch admiral made 
a Ikilful retreat, and faved all the merchant fhips, ex- 
cept thirty. He loft, however, eleven fhips of war, had 
2000 men (lain, and near 1500 taken prifoners. The Eng- 
lilh, though many of their lhips were extremely fhatter- 
cd, had but one funk. Their flain were not much inferior 
in number to thofe of the enemy. 

All thefe fucceffes of the Englifh were chiefly owing 
to the fuperior fize of their veflels ; an advantage which 
all the fkill and bravery of the Dutch admirals could not 
compenfate. By means of fhip-money, an impofition 
which had been fo much complained of, and in fome ref- 
pects with reafon, the late king had put the navy into a 
iituation which it had never attained in any former reign; 
and he ventured to build lhips of a fize which was then 
unufual. But the misfortunes which the Dutch met witfe 
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in battle, were fmall in comparifon of thofe which their 
trade fuflained from the Englifh. Their whole commerce 
by the channel was cutoff": Even that to the Baltic was 
much infefted by Englifh privateers. Their fifheries were 
totallv fufpended. A great number of their fhips, above 
1600, had fallen into the hands of the enemy. And all 
this diftrefs they fuffered, not for any national interefts or 
neceffity ; but from vain points of honour and perfonal 
refentments, of which it was difficult to give a fatisfafto- 
ry account to the public. They refolved, therefore, to gra- 
tify the pride of the parliament, and to make fome advan- 
ces towards peace. They met not, however, a favourable 
reception ; and it was not without pleafure that they learn- 
ed the diffblution of that haughty affembly by the violence 
of Cromwel ; an event from which they expected a more 
profperous turn to their affairs. 

The zealous republicans in the parliament had not been 
the chief or firft promoters of the war ; but when it was 
once entered upon, they endeavoured to draw from it eve- 
ry poffible advantage. On all occafions they fet up the 
fleet in oppofition to the army, and celebrated the glo- 
ry and fuccefTes of their naval armaments. They infilted 
on the intolerable expence to which the nation was fub- 
je&ed, and urged the neceffity of diminifhing it, by a re- 
duction of the land forces. They had ordered fomc regi- 
ments to fervc on board the fleet, in the quality of ma- 
rines. And Cromwel, by the whole train of their procee- 
dings, evidently faw that they had entertained a jealoufy 
of his power and ambition, and were refolved to bring 
him to a fubordination under their authority. Without 
fcruple or delay, he refolved to prevent them. 

On fuch firm foundations was built the credit of this 
extraordinary man, that though a great rr.afterof fraud and 
diffimulation, he judged it fuperfluous to employ any dif- 
guife in conducting this bold enterprifc. He fummoncd 
a general council of officers j and immcdiatelv found that 
they were difpofed to receive whatever impreffions he was 
pleafed to give them. Moft of them were his creatures, 
had owed their advancement to his favour, and relied en- 
tirely upon him for their future preferment. The breach 
being already made between the military and civil powers, 
when the late king was feized at Holdenby ; the general 
officers regarded the parliament as at once their creature 
and their rival ; and thought that they themfelves were en- 
titled to fiiare among them thofe offices and ' riches, of 
which its members had fo long kept pofleffion. Harrifon, 
Rich, Overton, and a few others, who retained fome, 
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CHAP, principle, were guided by notions fo extravagant, thai 
LX. they were eafily deluded jnto meafures the mod violent 

i.C^'VXJ an d moft criminal. And the whole army had already been 
£$53- guilty of fuch illegal and atrocious actions, that they could 
entertain no farther fcruple with regard to any enterprife 
which might ferve their felfifh or fanatical purpofe:. 

In the council of officers it was prefently voted to frame 
a remonftrance to the parliament. After complaining of 
the arreas due to the army, they there defired the parli- 
ament to reflect how many years they had fitten, and 
what profeffions they had formerly made of their inten- 
tions to new-model the reprefentative, and eftablifh fuc- 
ceffive parliaments, who might bear the burthen of na- 
tional affairs, from which they themfelves would gladly, 
after fo much danger and fatigue, be at laft relieved. 
They confefled that the parliament had achieved great en- 
terprifes, and had furmounted mighty difficulties ; yet was 
it an injury, they faid, to the reft of the nation to be ex- 
cluded from bearing any part in the fervice of their coun- 
try. It was now full time for them to give place to others; 
and they therefore defired them, after fettling a council, 
who might execute the laws during the interval, to fum- 
mon a new parliament, and eflablifh that free and equal 
government, which they had fo long promifed to the peo- 
ple. 

The parliament took this remonftrance in ill part, and 
made a fharp reply to the council of officers. The officers 
infilled on their advice ; and by mutual altercation and 
oppofition, the breach became ftill wider between the ar- 
iApril 10. my and the commonwealth. Cromwel, finding matters 
ripe for his purpofe, called a council of officers, in order 
to come to a determination with regard to the public fet- 
tlement. As he had here many friends, fo had he alfo 
fome opponents. Harrifon having affured the council that 
the general fought only to pave the way for the govern- 
ment of Jefus and his faints, major Streater brifkly replied, 
that Jefus ought then to come quickly : For if he delayed 
it till after Chriftmas, he would come too late ; he would 
find his place occupied. While the offices were in debate, 
colonel Ingoldlby informed Cromwel, that that parliament 
was fitting, and had come to a refolution not to diffolve 
themfelves, but to fill up the houfe by new elections ; and 
was at that very time engaged in deliberations with regard 
to this expedient. Cromwel in a rage immediately haften- 
ed to the houfe, and carried a body of 300 foldiers along 
' with him. Some of them he placed at the door, fome in 
in the lobby, feme on the flairs. He firft addreffed him- 
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felf to his friend St. John, and told him that he had come CH A P. 
with a purpofe of doing whai. grieved him to the very foul, LX. 
and what he had earneftly with tears befought the Lord 
not to impofe upon him : But there was a necefiity, in or- 1<} S3- 
der to the gloTy of God and gbod of the nation. He fat 
down for fome time, and heard the debate. He beckoned 
Harrifon, and told him that he now judged the parlia- 
ment ripe for a diflblution. «* Sir," faid Harrifon, " the 
" work is very great and dangerous : I defire you feri- 
« c oufiy to confider, before you engage in it.'" You fay 
*' well," replied the general; and thereupon fat ftill about 
a quarter of an hour. When the queftion was ready to be 
put, he faid again to Harrifon. "This is the time: I 
«« muft do it." And fuddenly ltarting up, he loaded the 
parliament with the vileft reproaches, for their tyranny, 
ambition, oppreffion, and robbery of the public. Then 
ftamping with his foot, which was a fignal for the foldi- 
ers to enter, »« For fhame," faid he to the parliament, 
" get you gone ; give place to honefler men, to thofe who 
" will more faithfully difcharge their truft. You are no 
«* longer a parliament: I tell you are no longer a parli- 
" ament. The Lord has done with you : He has chofen 
*' other instruments for carrying on his work." Sir Har- 
ry Vane exclaimed againft this proceeding ; he cried with 
a loud voice, " O ! fir Farry Vane, fir Harry Vane ! The 
f* Lord deliver me from fir Harry Vane !" Taking hold 
f* of Martin by the cloke, Thou art a whore-mafter," 
faid he. To another, " Thou art an adulturer." To a 
third, " Thou art a drunkard and a glutton :" " And thou 
«« an extortioner," to a fourth. He commanded a foldier to 
fei2e the mace. " What fhall we do with this bauble? Here 
** take it away. It is you," he faid, addreffing himfelf to 
the houfe, '* that have forced me upon this. I have fought 
K the Lord night and day, that he would rather flay me 
" than put me upon this work." Having commanded the 
foldiers to clear the hall, he himfelf went out the laft, 
and ordered the doors to be locked, departed to his lodg- 
ings in Whitehall. 

In this furious manner, which fo well denotes his ge- 
nuine character, did Cromwel, without the leaft oppoji- 
tion, or even murmur, annihilate that famous aflembly, 
which had filled all Europe with the renown of its actions, 
and with aftonifhment at its crimes, and whofe com- 
mencement was not more ardently defired by the people 
than was its final diflblution. All parties now reaped fuc- 
ceflively the melancholy pleafure of feeing the injuries 
which they had fufFered, revenged on their enemies -, and 
that too by the fame arts which had been praclifed againft 
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CH\P. tliem. The king had, in fome inftances, ftretched his 
LXI. prerogative beyond its juft bounds ; and, aided by the 

^—r^J church, had well nigh put an end to all the liberties and 
t6 Si- privileges of the nation. The prefbyterians checked the 
progrefs of the court and clergy, and excited, by cant and 
hypocrify, the populace, firfl: to tumults, then to war, 
irgainft the king, the peers, and all the royalifts. No fooner 
had they reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than the inde- 
pendents, under the appearance of ft III greater fandHty, 
inftigatcd the army againft them, and reduced them to 
fubjeclion. The independents, amidft their empty dreams 
of liberty, or rather of dominion, were opprefled by the 
rebellion of their o\\ n fervants, and found themfelves at 
once cxpofed to the infults of power and hatred of the 
people. By recent, as well as all ancient, example, it was 
become evident that illegal violence, with whatever pre- 
tences it may be covered, and whatever obje£t it may pur- 
fue, muft inevitably end at laft in the arbitrary and des- 
potic government of a fingle perfon. 
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OLIVER CROMWEL, in whofe hands the diflblu- C H AP « 
tion of the parliament had left the whole power, ci- LXI. 
vil and military, of three kingdoms, was born at Hunting- **-*"-v~*»* 
don, the laft year of the former century, of a good fami- Crom««d'* 
]y ; though he himfelf, being the fon of a fecond brother, birth and " 
inherited but a fmall eftate from his father. In the courfe privatelifs. 
of his education he had been fent to the univerfity ; but 
his genius was found little fitted for the calm and elegant 
occupations of learning, and he made fmall proficiencies 
in his ftudies. He even threw himfelf into a diffolute and 
diforderly courfe oflife; and he confumed in gaming, drin- 
king, debauchery, and country riots, the more early years of 
his youth, and difftpated part of hispatrimony. All of a fud- 
den, the fpirit of reformation feized him ; he married, 
affc&ed a grave and compofcd behaviour, entered into all 
the zeal and rigour of the puritanical party, and offered 
to reitore to every one whatever fums he had formerly 
gained by gaming. The fame vehemence of temper, which 
had tranfported him into the extremes of plenfure, now 
diftini^uilhed his religious habits. His houfe was the re- 
fort of ail the zealous clergy of the party; and his hofpi- 
tality, as Well as his liberalities to the filenced and depri- 
ved minifters, proved as chargeable as his former debau- 
cheries. Though he had acquired a tolerable fortune by a 
iv.aternal uncle, he found his affairs fo injured by his ex- 
igences, that he was obliged to take a farm at St. Ives, 
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C H AP. and apply himfelf, for fome years, to agriculture as a pro- 
LXI. feffion. But this expedient ferved rather to involve him in 

{y~V\J farther debts and difficulties. The long prayers which he 
16.53- faid to his family in the morning, and again in the after- 
noon, confumed his own time and that of his ploughmen ; 
and he refervt d no leifurc for the care of his temporal af- 
fairs. His active mind, fuperior to the low occupations to 
which he was condemned, preyed upon itielf ; and he in- 
dulged his imagination in vifions, illuminations, reve- 
lations ; the great nouriffiment of that hypochrondiacal 
temper, to which he was ever fubject. Urged by his wants 
and his piety, he had made a party with Hambden, his 
near kinfman, who was prefled only by the latter motive 
to tranfport himfelf into New England, now become the 
retreat of the more zealous among the puritanical party ; 
and it was an order of council which obliged them to dif- 
cmbark and remain in England, The earl of Bedford, who 
poflefled a large eftate in the Fen Country, near the Iflc 
of Ely, having undertaken to drain thefe moraffes, was 
obliged to apply to the king; and by the powers of the pre- 
rogative, he got commiffioners appointed, who conduc- 
ted that work, and divided the new-acquired land among 
the feveral proprietors. He met with oppofition from ma- 
ny, among whom Cromwel diftinguifhed himfelf; and 
this was the firft public opportunity v hich he had mat 
with, of difcovering the factious zeal and obftinacy of his 
character. 

From accident and intrigue he was chofen by the town 
of Cambridge member of the long parliament. His do- 
meltic affairs w ere then in great diforder ; and he feemed 
not to poffefs any talents which could qualify him to 
rife in that public fphere into which he was now at laft 
entered. His perfon was ungraceful, his drefs flovenly, his 
voice untunable, his elocution homely, tedious, obfeure, 
and embarrafied. The fervour of his fpirit frequently 
promoted him to rife in the houfe ; but he was not heard 
with attention : His name, for above two years, is not to 
be found oftener than twice in any committee ; and thofe 
committees, into which he was admitted, were chofen for 
affairs which would more intereft the zealots than the 
men of bufinefs. In comparifon of the eloquent fpeakers 
and fine gentlemen of the houfe, he was entirely over, 
looked : and his friend Hambden alone was acquainted 
with the depth of his genius, and foretold that, if a civil 
war mould enfue, he would foon rife to eminence and 
diftinttion. 

Cromwell himfelf feems to have been confeious wheis 
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lua ftrength lay, and partly from that motive, partly from CHAP, 
the uncontrollable fury of his zeal, he: always joined that LXI. 
party which pu filed every thing to extremities againft the t^/~V~\J 
king. He was a£tive in promoting the famous remon- ^Si- 
{trance, which was the fignal for all the enfuing commo* 
tions ; and when, after a long debate, it was carried by a. 
fmall majority, he told lord Falkland, that if the queltion 
had been loft, he was refolved next day to have converted 
into ready money the remains of his fortune, and imme- 
diately to have left the kingdom. Nor was this refolution, 
he fa id, peculiar to himfelf: Many others of his party he 
knew to be equally determined. 

He was no lefs than forty-three years of age, when he 
firft embraced the military profeifion ; and by force of 
genius, without any mailer, he foon became an excellent 
officer ; though perhaps he never reached the fame of a 
confummate commander. He raifed a troop of horfe 
fixed his quarters in Cambridge ; exerted great feverity 
towards that univerfity, which zealoufly adhered to the 
royal party ; and fhowed himfelf a man who would go all 
lengths in favour of that caufe which he had efpoufed. He 
would not allow his foldiers to perplex their heads with 
thofe fubtilties of fighting by the king's authority again ft, 
his perfon,and of obeying his majefty's commands fignilicd 
by both houfes of parliament : He plainly told them that, 
if he met the king in battle, he would fire a piflol in hjs 
face as readily as againlt any other man. His troop of horfe 
he foon augmented to a regiment ; and he firft inftitutsd 
that difcipline and infpired that fpirit, which rendered the 
parliamentary armies in the end victorious. "Your troops," 
faid he to Hambden, according to his own account , " ars 
" molt of them old decayed ferving men and tapfters, and 

fuch kind of fellows ; the king's forces are compofed 
«' of gentlemen's younger fons and perfonsof good quality. 
" And do you think that the mean fpirits of fuch bale and 
« low fellows as ours will ever be able to encounter gen- 
< l tlemen, that have honour and courage and refolution 
« in them ? You muft get men of fpirit, and take it not 
'« ill that I fay, of a fpirit that is likely to go as far as 
* ( gentlemen will go, or elfe I am fure you will ft ill be bea- 
*' ten, as you have hitherto been, in every encounter." 
He did as he propofed. He enlifted the fons of freehol- 
ders and farmers. He carefully invited into his regimen? 
all the zealous fanatics throughout England. When they 
were collected in a body, their enthufiaftic fpirit ftilj roff 
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CHAP, to a higher pitch. Their colonel, from his own natural 
LXI. character, as well as from policy, was fufficiently inclined 
0^/>J to increafe the flame. He preached, he prayed, he fought, 
he punilhed, he rewarded. The wild enthufinfm, together 
with valour and dlfciplme, ftill propagated itfelf and all 
men caft their eyes on fo pious and fo fuccefsful a leader. 
From low commands he rcfe with great rapidity to be 
really the firft, though in appearance only the fecond, in 
the army. By fraud and violence, he foon rendered him- 
feff the firft in the ftate. In proportion to the increafe of 
his authority, his talents always ftemed to expand thtm- 
felves ; and he difplayed every day new abilities, which 
had lain dormant till the very emergence by which they 
were called forth into action. All Europe Hood aftonifhed 
to fee a nation, fo turbulent and unruly, who, for fome 
doubtful encroachments on their privileges, had dethroned 
and murdered an excellent prince, defcerided from a long 
line of monarchs, now at laft fubdued and reduced to 
flavery by one, who, a few years before, was no better 
than a private gentleman, whofe name was not known in 
the. nation, and who was little regarded even in that low 
fphcre to which he had always been confined. 

The indignation, entertained by the people, againft an 
authority, founded on fuch manifeft ufurpation, was not 
fo violent as might naturally be expected. Congratulatory 
addrefles, the firft of the kind, were made to Cromwel by 
the fleet, by the army, even by many of the chief cor- 
porations and counties of England ; but cfpccially by the 
feveral congregations of faints, difperied throughout the 
kingdom*. The royalifts, though they could not love the 
man who had cmhrued his hands in the blood of their 
fovercign, expected more lenity from him, than from the 
jealous and imperious republicans, who had hitherto 
governed. The prefbyterians were pleafed to fee thole 
men, by whom they had been outwitted and expelled, now 
in their turn expelled and outwitted by their own fervant ; 
and they applauded him for this laft act of violence upon 
the parliament. Thefe two parties compofed the bulk of 
the nation, and kept the people in fome tolerable temper. 
All men likewife, haraffed with wars and factions were 
jjlad to fee any profpect of fettlement. And they deemed 
it lefs ignominious to fubmit to a perfon of fuch admira- 
ble talents and capacity than to a few ingncble enthufiaftic 
hypocrites, who, under the name of a republiCj had redu- 
ced them to a cruel fubjection. 
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The republicans, being dethroned by Cromwel, were C M A 1*. 
the party whofe refentment he had the greater): reafon to LXI. 
apprehend. That p^rty, befides the independents, contain- v-e-rv-v^ 
ed two fets of men, who are feemingly of the mod op- -< 3- 
pofite principles, but who were then united by a fimilitude 
of genius and of character. The firft and mod nu- 
merous were the millenarians, or fifth monarchy men, 
who infilled, that dominion being founded in grace, .all 
diftinction in magiftracy muft be abolifhed, except what 
arofe from piety and holinefs ; who expected fuddenly the 
fecond coming of Chrift upon earth ; and who pretended, 
thit the faints in the mean while, that is, themfelves, 
were alone entitled to govern. The fecond were the deifts, 
who had no other object than political liberty, who 
denied entirely the truth of revelation, and infinuated, 
that all the various fedts, fo heated againft each other, 
were alike founded in folly and in error. Men of fuch 
daring geniufes were not contented with the ancient and 
legal forms of civil government j but challenged a degree 
of freedom beyond what they expected ever to enjoy un- 
der any monarchy. Martin, Challoncr, Harrington, Sid- 
ney, Wildman, Nevil, were efteemed the heads of this 
fmall divifion. 

The deifts were perfectly hated by Cromwel, becaufe 
he had no hold of enthuliafm, by which he could govern 
or over-reach them ; he therefore treated them with gi it 
rigour and difdain, and ufually denominated them the 
heathens. As the millenarians had a great intereft in the 
army, it was much more important for him to gain their 
confidence ; and their fize of underftanding afforded him 
great facility in deceiving them. Of late years it had been 
fo ufual a topic of converfation to difcourfe of parlia- 
ments, councils and fenates, and the foldiers themfelves 
had been fo much accuftomed to enter into that fpirit, that 
Cromwel thought it requifite to eftablifh fomething which 
might bear the face of a commonwealth. He fuppofed 
that God, in his providence, had thrown the whole right, 
as well as power, of government into his hands; and with- 
out any more ceremony, by the advice of his council of 
officers, he fent fummons to a hundred and twenty-eight 
perfons of different towns and counties of England, to five 
of Scotland, to fix of Ireland. He pretended, by his fo e 
act and deed, to devolve upon thefe the whole authority 
of the Mate. This legiflative power they were to exercife 
during fifteen months, and they were afterwards to choofe 
the fame number of perfons, w r ho might fucceed them in 
that high and important office. 
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CH A P- Th' re v/ere great-numbers at that time, who made it 
LXI. a principle always to adhere to any power which was up- 
ly^/^J permoft, and to fupport the eftablifhed government. This 
^3- maxim is not peculiar to the people of that age ; but what 
maybe efteemed peculiar to them, is, that there prevailed 
a Iv.-pocritical phrafe for expreffing ib prudential a con- 
duel: : Ic was called a waiting upon providence. When 
providence, therefore, was fo kind as to beftow on thefe 
men, new ufTembled together, the fupreme authority, they 
muft have been very ungrateful, if, in their turn, they had 
<thjuly, been wanting in complailance towards her. They imme- 
diately voted themfelves a parliament •, and having their 
own confent, as well as that of Oliver Cromwel, for their 
legiflative authority, they now proceeded very gravely to- 
the exeTcife of it. 

In this notable affembly were fome perfonsof the rank 
of gentlemen ; but the far greater part were low mecha- 
nics ; fifth monarchy men, anabaptifts, antinomians, in- 
dependents ; the very dregs of the fanatics. They began 
with feeking God by prayer : This office was performed 
by eight or ten gifted men of the aflembly ; and with fo 
much fuccefs, that, acccording to the confeffion of all, they 
had never before, in any of their devotional excrcifes, enjoy- 
ed fo much of the holy fpiric as was then communicated to 
them*. Their hearts were, nodoubt, dilated when they con- 
fidered the high dignity, to which they fuppofed themfelves 
exalted. They had been told by Cromwel, in his firft dif- 
couife, that he never looked to fee fuch a day, when Chrift 
fhould be fo ownedf. They thought it, therefore, their 

* Pirl. Hi!r. roK xt. p. 181. 

t Thelc are his. exprelfions. " Indeed, I have but one word more to- 
,! fay to you, though id that perlups I fliall (how my weaknefs : It i> 
" by way of encouragement to vou in this work; give me leave to be- 
" gin. thus : I confefs I never looked to have fcen fuch a day as this, it 
" may be nor you neither, when Jti'us Chrift (liquid be fo owned as he 
,: is at this day and in this work. Jefus Chrift is owned this day by your 

call, and you own him by your villingnefs to appear for hiui, and 
" you manifeft this (as far as poor creatures can do) to be adav of the 
" power of Chrift. I know you will remember that fcripture* he motes 
" his peaplc nilling in the d.iy of Lis pozi'er. God manifelis it lo be the day o£ 
" the poiver of Chrift, having through £u much blood and fo much tri- 
" al as has been upon this nation, he makes this one of the greateft mer- 
" cief, next to his own fon> to h?ve his people called to the fupreme 
" authority. God hath owned his fon, and hath owned you, and hath 
" made you to own hirn. I confefs, I never looked to have feen fuch a 
*'■ day ; I did not*" I fupnofe, at this paffage he cried ; For he was very 
" much given to treeping, and could at any time flied abundance of 
tears. The reft of the fpecch may be fcen among Milton's State Papers, 
pa«e 106. It is very curious, and full of the fame obfeurity, confufjon, 
embarraiTrasst, ar.d ibfurdity, which appear in a)inofl all Oliver's pio- 
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duty to proceed to a thorough reformation, and to p?.vc 
the way for the reign of the Redeemer, and for that great 
work, which, it was exps£tcd, the Lord was to bring forth 
among them. All fanatics, being confecrated by their own 
fond imaginations, naturally bear an antipathy to the ec- 
clefiaftics, who claim a peculiar fandtity, derived merely 
from their office and prieftly character. This parliament 
took into confederation the abolition of the clerical func- 
tion, as favouring of popery; and the taking away of tithes 
which they called a relict of Judaifm. Learning alfo and 
the univcrfstics were deemed heathenifh and unnecefiary : 
The common law was denominated a badge of the con- 
queft and of Norman flavery; and they threatened the 
lawyers with a total abrogation of their profeffion. Soma 
fteps were even taken towards an abolition of the chance- 
ry*, the higheft court of judicature in the kingdom; and 
the Mofaical law was intended to be eftablifhed as the fcla 
fyftem of Englilh jurifprudencef. 

Of all the extraordinary fchemes adopted by thefe le- 
giflators, they had not leifure to finifh any, except thai 
which eftablifhed the legal folemnization of marriage by 
the civil magiitrate alone, without the interpofition of the 
clergy. Tfyey found themfelves expofed to the derifion of 
the public. Among the fanatics of the lfoufe, there was 
an active member, much noted for his long prayers, fer- 
mons, and harangues. He was a leather-feller in London : 
His name. Pratfe-god Barebone. This ridiculous name, 
which fcems to have been chofen by forae poet or allego* 
rift to fuit fo ridiculous a perfonage, ftruck the fancy 
of the people ; and they commonly affixed to this alien*, 
bly the appellation of Barebone's parliamentt. 

* Whitlocke, p. 54.1- 548. + Conference held at Whitebait. 

\ It was ul'us! for the pretended faints at that time to change their 
names from Henry, Edward, Anthony, William, which thoy regarded 
as hc-athcnilli, into others more i'ai:c.tified and godly. Ecen the New. 
Teflament names, James, Andrew, John, Peter, were not held in fuch 
regard as thole which were borrowed from the old Tcftament, Hesit- 
ki2h, Habbakuk, Jofliuah, Zcrobabcl. Sometimes a whole godly rest- 
tence was adopted as a name. Here are the names of a jury faid to be 
enclofed in the county of Sufiex about that time. 
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Accepted, Trevor of Norfham. 
Redeemed, Comptoa »f B.ittle. 
Faint not, Hcwitof Heathfield. 
Makepeace, Heatoa of Hare. 
God Reward, Smart of Fivehurft. 
Scaadfaft on High, Stringer of 

Crowhurft. 
Earth, Adams of Warbleton. 
Called, Lower of the fame. 
Sill Sin, Pimple of William, 



Return, Spelrhan of Watling. 
Be Faithful, Joiner of Britling, 
Fly Debate, Roberts of the fame. 
Fight the good Fight of Faith, 

White of Emcr. 
More Fruit, Fowler of Eafl Hadley, 
Hepe for, Bending of the fame. 
Graceful, Harding of Lewes, 
Weep not, Billing of the fame* 
Meek, Brewer of Okehara, 
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C H A P. The Dutch ambafiadors endeavoured to enter into ne- 
LXI. gociation with this parliament ; but, though proteftants 

lyY'NJ and even prefbyterians, they met with a bad reception 
from thofe who pretended to a fanclity fo much fuperior. 
The Hollanders were regarded as wordly- minded men, 
intent only on commerce and induftry ; whom it was fit- 
ting the faints fhouid firft extirpate, ere they undertook 
that great w ork, to which they believed themfelves deftined 
by providence, of fubduing Antichrift, the man of fin, and 
extending to the uttermott bounds of the earth the king- 
dom of the Redeemer*. The r.mbaffadors finding them- 
felves profcribed, not as enemies of England, but of Chrift, 
remained in aftoniihment, and knew not which was moft 
to be admired, the implacable fpirit, or egregious folly of 
thefe pretended faints. 

Crcmwel began to be afhamed of his legiflature. If he 
ever had any deiign in fummoning fo prepoflerous an af- 
fembly beyond amufing the populace and the army ; he 
had intended to alarm the clergy and lawyers; and he 
had fo far fuccceded as to make them defire any other go- 
vernment, which might fecure their profefiions, now 
brought in danger by thefe defperate fanatics. Crcmwel 
himfelf was diflatisfied, that the parliament, thought they 
had derived all their authority from him, began to pre- 
tend power from the Lordf, and to infill already on their 
divine commiffion. He had been careful to fummon in his 
writs feveral perfons entirely devoted to him. By concert, 
thefe met early ; and it was mentioned by fome among 
them, that the fitting of this parliament any longer would 
be of no fervice to the nation. They haftencd therefore, 

T2tf»ofDj. to Cromwel, along with P.oufe, their fpeaker; and, by a 

etBLber. formal deed or alignment, reftored into his hands that 
fupreme authority which they had fo lately received from 
him. General Harvifon and about twenty more remained 
in the houfe ; and thai they might prevent the reign of 
the faints from coming to an untimely end, they placed 
one Moyer in the chair, and began to draw up prottfls. 
They were focn interrupted by colonel White, with a par- 
Sec Broome's Travels in England, p. 279. " Cromwel," fays Cleveland, 
" hath !>e«t up his drurr.s clean through, the Old Tel) anient. You may 
" learn the genealogy of our Saviour by the names of his regiment. 1 he 
" mutter mailer has no other lift than the tirft chapter of St, Matthew." 
The brother of this Praiic-god Barchornc had for name, Jf Ch,iJI had 
not died for yw, you had hem damned Barekme. But the people, tired of this, 
long name, retained only the lad worJ, and commonly gave him the 
appellation of Damnd Barclotte. 
* Thurlor, vol. i. p. 17.?. 591. Alfo ?tubbc, p. 91. 91. 
f T burkfti v o'- '• P< 393- 
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ty of foldiers. He aflced them what they did there ? " We CHAP. 
*' are feeking the Lord," faid they. « Then you may go LXI. 
<c elfewhere,'' replied he : u T'or to my certain know- v^-v~*^ 
c « ledge, he has not been here thefe many years." l6 ' 5 - 3- 

The military being now, in appearance, as well as in 
reality, the fole power which prevailed in the nation, 
Cromwel thought fit to indulge a new fancy: For he 
feems not to have had any deliberate plan in all thefe al- 
terations. Lambert, his creature, who under the appear- 
ance of obfequioufnefs to him, indulged an unbounded 
ambition, propofed in a council of officers to adopt another 
fc'ieme of government, and to temper the liberty of a 
commonwealth by the authority of a fingle perfon, who 
ffiould be known by the appellation of protector. With- 
out delay, he prepared what was called the injlrument of 
government, containing the plan of this new legiflature j Cromwel 
and, as it was fuppofed to be agreeable to the general, it B ^ ; ^ p pro " 
was immediately voted by the council of officers. Crom- 
wel was declared protector ; and, with great folemnity, 
inftalled in that hiph office. 

So little were thefe men endowed with the fpirit of le- 
giflation, that they confefled, or rather boafted, that they 
had employed only four days in drawing this inftrument, 
by which the whole government of three kingdoms was 
pretended to be regulated and adjufted to all fucceeding 
generations. There appears no difficulty in believing them, 
when it is confidered how crude and undigefled a fyflem 
of civil polity they endeavoured to eftablifh. The chief 
articles of the inftrument are thefe : A council was ap- 
pointed, which was not to exceed twenty-one, nor be 
lefs tha*n thirteen perfons. J hefe were to enjoy their office 
during life or good behaviour; and in cafe of a vacancy, 
the remaining members named three, of whom the pro- 
tector chofe one. The protector was appointed fupreme 
magiftrate of the commonwealth : In his name was all 
juftice to be adminiftered ; from him were all magiftra- 
cy and honours derived ; he had the power of pardoning 
ail crimes, excepting murder and treafon j to him the be- 
nefit of all forfeitures devolved. The right of peace, war, 
and alliance, refted in him ; but in thefe particulars he 
was to act by the advice and with the confent of his coun- 
cil. The power of the fword was vefted in the protector 
jointly with the parliament, while it was fitting, or with 
the council of ftate in the intervals. He was obliged to 
fummon a parliament every three years, and alio v them 
to fit five months, without adjournment, prorogation, or 
difiblution. The bills, which they paffed, were to be pre- 
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CHAP, Tented to the protector for his a/Tent ; but if within twen* 
LXI. ty days it were not obtained, they were to become lawa 
X/"V\J by the authority alone of parliament. A (landing ar. 
l 6 53- rny for Great Britain and Ireland was eftablifhed, of 
5o,ooo foot and 10,000 horfe; and funds were afligued 
for their fupport. Thefe were not to be diminifhed without 
confent of the protector; and in this article alone he af- 
fumed a negative. During the intervals of parliament, 
♦he protector and council had the power of enacting laws, 
■which were to be valid till the next meeting of parlia- 
ment. The chancellor, treafurer, admiral, chief governors 
of Ireland and Scotland, and the chief juftices of both the 
benches, mud be chofen with the approbation of parlia-' 
ment ; and in the intervals, with the approbation of the 
council, to be afterwards ratified by parliament. The 
protector was to enjoy his office during life ; and on his 
death, the place was immediately to be fupplied by the 
council. This was the inftrument of government enacted 
by the council of officers, and folemnly fwom by Oliver 
Cromwel. The council of ftate, named by the inltrument, 
were fifteen ; men entirely devoted to the protector, and 
by reafon of the oppofition among themfelves in party 
and principles, not likely ever to combine againft him. 

Cromwel faid, that he accepted the dignity of protec- 
tor, merely that he might exert the duty of a conftable, 
and preferve peace in the nation. Affairs indeed were 
brought to that pafs, by the furious animofities of the fe- 
veral factions, that the extenfive authority and even arbi- 
trary power of fome firft magiftrate was become a neccf- 
fary evil, in order to keep the people from relapfing into 
blood and confufion. 1 he independents were too fmaU a 
party ever to eftabliih a popular government, or entruit 
the nation, where they had fo little intereft, with the free 
choice of its reprefentatives. The prefbyterians had 
adopted the violent maxims of perfecution ; incompatible 
at all times with the peace of fociety, much more with 
the wild zeal of thofe numerous fects which prevailed 
among the people. The royalifts were fo much enraged 
by the injuries which they fuffercd, that the other pre- 
vailing parties would never fubmit to them, who, they 
knew, were enabled, merely by the execution of the anci- 
ent laws, to take fevere vengeance upon them. Had 
Cromwel been guilty of no crime but this temporary 
ufurpation, the plea of neceffity and public good, which 
he alleged, might be allowed, in every view, a reafonable 
excufe for his conduct. 
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During the variety of ridiculous and diitra&ed fcenes, CHAP, 
which the civil government exhibited in England, the LXI. 
military force was exerted with vigour, conduct, and una- C/'YXJ. 
nimity ; and never did the kingdom appear more for- 
midable to all foreign nations. The Englifh fleet, confid- 
ing of a hundred fail, and commanded by Monk and D^an, 
and under them by Pen, and Laufon, met near the coafi 
of Flanders, with the Dutch fleet, equally numerous, and 
commanded by Tromp. The two republics, were not in- 
flamed by any national antipathy, and their interefts very 
little interfered : Yet few battles have been difputed with, 
more fierce and obftinate courage than were thofe many 
naval combats, which were fought during this fhort, but 
violent, war. The defire of remaining fole lords of the 
ocean animated thefe dates to an honourable emulatioa 
againd each other. After a battle of two days, in the firft 
of which Dean was killed, the Dutch, inferior in the fize 
of their fhips, were obliged, with great lofs, to retire into 
their harbours. Blake, towards the end of the fight, join- 
ed his countrymen with eighteen fail. The Englifh fleet 
lay off the coad of Holland, and totally interrupted the 
commerce of that republic. 

The ambafladors, whom the Dutch had fent over to 
England, gave them hopes of peace. But as they could 
obtain no cefiation of hodilities, the dates, unwilling to 
fuffer any longer the lofs and difhonour of being blocka- 
ded by the enemy, made the utmod efforts to recover 
their injured honour. Never on any occafion did the pow- 
er and vigour of that republic appear in a more confpi- 
cuous light. In a few weeks they had repaired and man- 
ned their fleet ; and they equipped fome fhips of a larger 
fize than any which they had hitherto fent to fea. Tromp 
iffued out, determined again to fight the victors, and to 
die rather than to yield the conted. He met with the ene- 
my, commanded by Monk ; and both fides immediately 19th July , 
rufhed into the combat. Tromp, gallantly animating his 
men, with his fword drawn, was fhot through the heart 
with a mufquet ball. This event alone decided the battle 
in favour of the Englifh. Though near thirty fhips of the 
Dutch were funk and taken, they little regarded this lofs 
compared with that of their brave admiral. 

Meanwhile the negotiations of peace were continu- 
ally advancing. The States, overwhelmed with the ex- 
pence of the war, terrified by their loffes, and mortified 
by their defeats, were extremely defirousof an accommo- 
dation with an enemy whom they found, by experience, 
too powerful for them. The king having fliown an incli- 

Vol. V. S f 
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C K APi nation to ferve on board their fleet ; though they exprel- 
LXI. fed their fenfe of the honour intended them, they declined 

L/VNJ an offer, which might inflame the quarrel with the Eng- 
l6 - ?i ' lifh commonwealth. The great obftacle to the peace was 
frund not to be any animofity on the part of the Englith j 
but on the contrary, a defire too earneft of uniona nd con- 
federacy. Cromwel had revived the chimerical fcheme of 
a coalition with the United Provinces ; a total conjunc- 

l6 J4- tion of government, privileges, interefts, and councils. 

This project appeared fo wild to the States, that they 

15th April, wondered any man of fenfe could ever entertain it ; and 
they refufed to enter into conferences with regard to a 
■propofal, which could ferve only to delay any pracTca- 

iSSaiid f cneme or " accommodation. The peace was at Jaft fign- 

,.. "■ ed by Cromwel, now inverted with the dignity of protec- 
tior j and it proves fufTicicntly, that the war had been im- 
politic, fince, after the mod tignal victories, no terms 
mere advantageous could be obtained. A defenfive league 
was mr.de between the two republics. They agreed each 
of them, to banifh the enemies of the other ; thofe who 
had been concerned in the maffacre of Ambojna were to 
be punifhed, if any remained alive ; ihe honour of the 
flag was yielded to the Unglifh ; eighty-five thoufand 
pounds were ftipulated to be paid by the Dutch Eaft In- 
dia Company for lofi'es which the Englifh Company had 
fuftained ; and the ifland of Polerone in the Eaft Indies 
was promiftd to be ceded to the latter. 

Cromwel, jealous of the connexions between the royal 
family and that of Orange, infifted on a feparate article, 
that neither the young prince nor any of his family fhould 
ever be inverted with the dignity of Stadtholder. The 
province of Holland firongly prejudiced againft that of- 
fice, which they efteemed dangerous to liberty, fecretly 
rJtiried this article. The protector, knowing that the 
other provinces wmid not be induced to make fuclt a 
copctflion was fatisfied with this fecurity. 

The Dutch war being fuccefsful, and the pence rea- 
fonable, brought credit to Cromwel's adminiftration. An 
act of jultice, which he excrcifed at home, gave like wife 
fatisfadtion to the people ; though the regularity of it may 
perhaps appear fomewhat doubtful. Don Pantaleon Sa, 
brother to the Portugucfe ambaffadOr, and joined with 
him in the fame commiffion*, fancying himfelf to be in- 
fulted, came upon the exchange, armed and attended by 
feveral fervants. By miftake, he fell on a gentleman, whom 

* 1 twice, Ml, iWf, 4^9. 
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he took for the perfon that had given him the offence ; and CHAP, 
having butchered him with many wounds, he and all his LXI. 
attendants took fhelter in the houfe of the Portuguefe am- L/"Y"0 
baflador, who had connived at this bafe enterprize*. The 
populace furrounded the houfe, and threatened to fet fire 
to it. Cromwel fent a guard, who feized all the criminals. 
They were brought to trial : And notwithftanding the 
oppolition of the ambaff.idor, who pleaded the privileges 
of his office, don Pantalcon was executed on Tower- hill. 
The laws of nations were here plainly violated : But the 
crime committed by the Portuguefe gentleman was to the 
Jaft degree atrocious ; and the vigorous chaftifement of it, 
fuiting fo well the undaunted character of Cromwel, was 
univerfdlly approved of at home an I admired among fo- 
reign nations. The fituation of Portugal obliged that court 
to acquiefce ; and the ambafiador foon after figned with 
the protector a treaty of peace and alliance, which was 
very advantageous to the Englifh commerce. 

Another aft of feverity, but neceflary in his fituation, 
\ras, at the very fame time, exercifed by the protector, in 
the capital punifhinent of Gerard and Vowel, two royal- 
ifts, who were accufed of confpiring againfl: his life. He 
had erected a high court of juftice for their trial ; an in- 
fringment of the ancient laws, which at this time was 
become familiar, but one to which no cuftom or prece- 
dent could reconcile the nation. Juries were found alto- 
gtther unmanageable. The reftkfs Lilburn, for new of- 
fences, had been brought to a new trial ; and had been 
acquitted with new triumph'and exultation. If no other 
method of conviction had been devifed during this illegal 
and unpopular government, all its enemies were allured of 
entire impunity. 

The protector had occalion to oberve the prejudices Sept. ?. 
entertained againft his government, by the difpofition of a newpar- 
tlie parliament, which he fummoned. on the third of Sep- l' ament « 
tember, that day of the year on which he gained his two 
great victories of Dunbar and'Worcefter, and which he 
always regarded as fortunate for him. It muft be confefled, 
that, if we are left to gather Cromwel's intentions from 
his inftrument of government, it is fuch a motley piece, 
that we cannot eafily conjecture, whether he fenoully 
meant to eftablifh a tyranny or a republic. On one hand, 
a firft magiftrate, in fo extenfive a government, feemed 
neceffary both for the dignity and tranquillity of theftate ; 
and the authority, which he aflumed as protector, was in 
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CHAP fome refpects, inferior to the prerogatives, which the law* 
LXL entrufted and ftill entrult to the king. On the other hand, 

v-*-v-*-» the legiflative power, which he referved to himfelf and 
,J -4- council, together with fo great an army, independent of 
the parliament, were bad prognostics of his intention to 
fubmit to a civil and legal conftitution. But if this were 
rot his intention, the method in which he distributed and 
conducted the elections, being fo favourable to liberty, 
from an inconfiftency which is not eafily accounted for. 
He deprived of their right of election all the fmall bo- 
roughs,placesthemoftexpofed to influence and corruption. 
Of 400 members, which reprefented England, 270 were 
chofen by the counties. The reft were elected by London, 
and the more confiderable corporations. The lower po- 
pulace too, fo eafily guided or deceived, were excluded 
from the elections : An eftate of 200 pounds value was 
necefiary to entitle any one to a vote. The elections of 
this parliament were conducted with perfect: freedom ; 
and excepting that fuch of the royalifts as had borne arms 
againlt the parliament and all their fons were excluded, a 
more fair reprefentation of the people could not be defir- 
ed or expected. Thirty members were returned from 
Scotland ; as many from Ireland. 

The protector feems to have been difappointed, when 
he found that all thefe precautions, which were probably 
nothing but covers to his ambition, had not procured him 
lhe confidence of the public. Though Cromwel's admi- 
niftration was lefs odious to every party, than that of any 
other party, yet was it entirely acceptable to none. The 
royalifts had been instructed by the king to remain quiet, 
and to cover themfelves under the appearance of republi- 
cans ; and they found in this latter faction fuch inveterate 
hatred againft the protector, that they could not with for 
more zealous adverfaries to his authority. It was main- 
tained by them, that the pretence of liberty, and a popu- 
lar election was but a new artifice of this great deceiver, 
in order to lay aflecp the deluded nation, and give himfelf 
Jeifure to rivet their chains more fecurely upon them : 
That in the inftrument of government he openly declar- 
ed his intention of ftill retaining the fame mercenary 
army, by' whofe afiiftance he had fubdued the ancient 
eltablifhed government, and who would with lefs fcru- 
ple obey him, in overturning, whenever he fhould pleafe 
to order them, that new fyftem, which he himfelf had 
been pleafed to model : That being fenfible of the dan- 
ger and uncertainty of all military government, he endea- 
voured to intermix fome appearance, and but an appear- 
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ance of civil adminiftration, and to balance the army by CH AP. 
a feeming confent of the people : That the abfurd trial, LXI. 
which he had made, of a parliament, elected by himfelf, {y~V\J 
appointed perpetually to elect their fucceflbrs, plainly 1654. 
proved, that he aimed at nothing but temporary expe- 
dients " r as totally averfe to a free republican government, 
and poflefTed not that mature and deliberate reflection, 
which could qualify him to aft the part of a legiflator : 
That his imperious character, which had betrayed itfelf 
in fo many incidents, could never ferioufly fubmit to legal 
limitations ; nor would the very image of popular govern- 
ment be longer upheld than while conformable to his 
arbitrary will and pleafure : And that the beft policy was 
to oblige him to take off the made at once ; and either 
fubmit entirely to that parliament which he had fummon- 
ed, or, by totally rejecting its authority, leave himfelf no 
refource but in hio feditious and enthufiaftic army. 

In profecution of thefe views, the parliament, having 
heard the protector's fpeech, three hours long*, and hav- 
ing chofen Lenthal for the fpeaker, immediately entered 
into a difcuffion of the pretended inftrument of govern- 
ment, and of that authority which Cromwel, by the title 
of protector, had affumed over the nation. The greateft 
liberty was ufed in arraigning this new dignity ; and even 
the perfonal character and conduct of Cromwel efcaped 
not without cenfure. The utmoft that could be obtained 
by the officers and by the court party, for fo they were 
called, was to protract the debate by arguments and long 
fpeeches, and prevent the decifion of a queftion, which, 
they were fenlible, would be carried againft them by a 
great majority. The protector, furprifed and enraged at 
this refractory fpirit in the parliament, which however he 
had fo much reafon to expect, fent for them to the pain- 
ted chamber, and with an air of great authority inveighed 
againft their conduct. He told them that nothing could 
be more abfurd than for them to difpute his title ; fince 
the fame inftrument of government which made them a 
parliament, had inverted him wirh the protectorfhip ; that 
Ibme points in the new conftitution were fuppofed to be 
fundamentals, and were not on any pretence to be altered 
or difputed ; that among thefe were the government of. 
the nation by a fingle perfon and a parliament, their joint 
authority over the army and militia, the fucceflion of new 
parliaments, and liberty of confciencc ; and that with 
regard to thefe particulars, there was referved to him a 
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CHAP, negative voice, to which, in the other circumflances of 

LXL government, he confefied himfi If no-wife entitled. 
L^V>J The protector now found the neceffity of exacting a 
. ,c i-S' fecurity, which, had he forefeen the fpirit of the houfe, he 
1 would with better grace have required at their firft meet- 
ing*. He obliged the members to fign a recognition of 
his authority, and an engagement not to propofe or con- 
lent to any alteration in the government, as it was fettled 
in a (ingle perfon and a parliament ; and lie placed guards 
at the door of the houfo, who allowed none but fubferi- 
bers to enter. Mcft of the members, after fome hefitation, 
fubmitted to this condition •, but retained the fame refrac- 
tory fpirit which they had difcovered in their firft debates. 
The inftrument of government was taken in pieces, and 
«xamincd, article by article, with the mcft fcrupulous 
accuracy : Very free topics were advanced with the ge- 
neral approbation of the houfe : And during the whole 
ccurfe of their proceedings, they neither fent up one bill 
to the protector, nor look any notice of him. Being in- 
formed that confpiracies were entered into between the 
members and feme malcontent officers, he haftencd to the 
diflblution of fo dangcrours an aflembly. By the inftru- 
ment of government, to which he had lworn, no parlia- 
«a Jan. Kent could be cliflblvcd till it had fitten five months j 
but Cromwel pretended, that a month contained only 
twenty-eight days, according to the method of computa- 
tion practifed in paying the fleet and army. The full time, 
therefore, according to this reckoning, being clapfed, the 
parliament was ordered to attend the protector, who 
made them a tedious, confufed, angry harangue, and 
difmiiied them. Were we to judge of Cromwel's capacity 
hy this, and indeed by all his other compofitions, we 
fhould be apt to entertain no very favourable idea of it. 
Eut in the great variety of human geniufes, there are fome, 
which, though they fee their object clearly and diftinctly 
in general, yet, when thev come to unfold its parts by 
diicourfeor writing, lofc that luminous conception which 
they had before attained. All accounts agree in afcribing 
to Cromwel a tirefome, dark, unintelligible elocution, even 
when he had no intention to difguife his meaning : Yet 
no man's actions were ever, in fuch a variety of difficult 
incidents, more decifive and judicious. 

The electing of a difecntented parliament is a proof 
cfa difcontcnted nation: 1 he angry and abrupt diiiblu- 
tion of that parliament is always fure to increafe the gene- 
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val difcontent. The members of this aflemby, returning CHAP, 
to their counties, propagated that fpirit of mutiny which LXl. 
they had exerted in the houfe. Sir Harry Vane and the L/"Y>J 
old republicans, who maintained the indiflblublc autho- W9- 
rity of the long parliament, encouraged the murmurs 
againlt theprelent ufurpation ; though theya£ted fo cau- 
tioufly as to give the protector no handle againft them. 
"Wildman and fome others of that party carried ftill far- 
ther their c-mlplracies againft. the protestor's authority. 
The royalifts, obferving this general ill-will towards the 
cftablHhment, could no longer be retained in fub}e£tiOn } 
but fancied that every cue who was dillitisfied like them, 
had alfo embraced the fame views and inclinations. They 
did notconfider that the old parliamentary party, though 
many of them were difpleafed with Cromwel, who had 
difpofleffed them of their power, were ftill mere appre- 
henfive of any fuccefs to the royal caufe ; whence, b'.fides 
a certain profpett of the fame coniequence, they had fo 
much reafon to dread the fevereft vengeance for their 
pafh tranfgrelfions. 

In concert with the king, a confpiracy was entered into InRirwe. 
by the royalifts throughout England, and a day of gene- J^^ftg, 
ral rifing appointed. Information of this defign was con- 
veyed to Cromwel. The protector's adminiftration was 
extremely vigilant. Thuvloe, his fecretary, had fpies eve- 
ry where. Manning, who had accefs to the king's family, 
kept a regular correfpondence with him. And it was not 
difficult to obtain intelligence of a confederacy, fo gene- 
rally diftufed among a party who valued themfelves more 
on zeal and courage, than on fecrefy and fobriety. Many 
of the royalifts were thrown into prifon. Others, on the 
approach of the day, were terrified with the danger cf 
the undertaking,, and remained at home. In one place 
alone the confpiracy broke into action. Penruddoc, Groves, 1 ' t ' 1 °i 
Jones, and other gentlemen of the weft, entered Salifbu- 
ry with about zco horfe ; at the very time when the 
IherifF and judges were holding the affizes. Thefe they 
made prifoners j and they praclaimed the king. Contrary 
to their expectations, they received no accclfion of force \ 
fo prevalent was the terror of the eftablifhed government. 
Having in vain wandered about for fome time, they were 
totally difcouraged j and one troop of horfe was able at 
lalt to fupprefs them. The leaders of the confpiracy, be- 
ing taken prifoners, were capitally punifhed. The reft were 
fold for flaves, and tranfported to Barbadoes; 

THEeafy fubduing of this infurreclaon, which, by the 
boldnefs of the undertaking, ftruck at firft a great terror 
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C H A P. into the nation, was a lingular felicity to the protector ; 
LXl. who could not, without danger, have brought together 

v^-v—"*-' any confiderable body of his mutinous army, in order to 
*6iS- fupprefs it. The very infurrection itfelf he regarded as a 
fortunate event; fince it proved the reality of thofe con- 
{piracies, which his enemies, on every occafion, reprefen- 
ted as mere fictions, invented to colour his tyrannical fe- 
-verities. He refolved to keep no longer any terms wich 
the royalifts, who, though they were not perhaps the moft 
implacable of his enemies, were thofe whom he could op- 
prefs under the moft plaufible pretences, and who met 
with lecft countenance and protection from his adherents. 
He iffiied an edict with the confentof his council, for ex- 
acting the tenth penny from that whole party ; in order, 
as he pretended, to make them pay the expencesto which 
their mutinous difpofition continually expofed the public. 
Without regard to compofitions, articles of capitulation, 
or acts of indemnity, all the royalifts, however harrafied 
with former oppreffions, were obliged anew to redeem 
themfelves by great fums of money ; and many of them 
were reduced by thefe multiplied difalters to extreme po- 
verty. Whoever was known to be difafFccted, or even lay 
under any fufpicion, though no guilt could be proved 
egainll him, was expofed to the new exaction. 

In order to raife this imposition, which commonly paf- 
fed by the name of decimation, the protector inftituted 
twelve major-generals ; and divided the whole kingdom of 
England into fo many military jurifdictions*. Thefe men 
a Hilled by commiflioners, had power to fubjedt whom 
they pleafed to decimation, to levy all the taxes impofed by 
the protector and his council, and to imprifon any per- 
fon who fhould be expofed to their jealoufy or fufpicion; 
nor was there any appeal from them but to the protector 
himfelf and his council. Under colour of thefe powers, 
which were fufficiently exorbitant, the major-generals ex- 
<rcifed an authority ftill more arbitrary, and acted as if 
abfolute mailers of the property and perfon of every fub- 
jcct. All reafonable men now concluded, that the very 
mafqueof liberty was thrown afide, and that the nation was 
for ever fubjected to military and defpotic government, 
«xercifed not in the legal manner of European nations, but 
according to the maxims of eaftern tyranny. Not only the 
fupreme magiftrate owed his authority to illegal force and 
ufurpation : He had parcelled out the people into fo ma- 
ny fubdivilions of flavery, and had delegated to his infe- 
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t'lor minifters the fame unlimited authority which he him- CHAP* 
felf had fo violently aflumed. LXI. 

A government totally military and defpotic is almoft S— - v — J 
lure, after Come time, to fall into impotence and languor; l( >55- 
But when it immediately fucceeds a legal conftitUtion, it 
may, at firft, to foreign nations, appear very vigorous and 
aclive, and may exert with more unanimity that power, 
fpirit, and riches, which had been acquired under a bet' 
ter form. It feems now proper, after fo long an interval, g tateo f 
to look abroad to the general ftate of Europe, and to con- Europe* 
fider the meafures which England at this time embraced 
in its negociations with the neighbouring princes. The 
moderate temper and unwarlike genius of the two laft. 
princes, the extreme difficulties under which they labour- 
ed at home, and the great fecurity which they enjoyed 
from foreign enemies, had rendered them negligent of the 
tranfaftions on the continent ; and England, during their 
reigns, had been in a manner overlooked in the general 
fyftem of Europe. The bold and reftlefs genius of the 
prote&or led him to extend his alliances and enterprifes 
to every part of Chriftendom ; and partly from the afeen- 
dantof his magnanimous fpirit, partly from the fituation 
of foreign kingdoms, the weight of England, even under 
its moft legal and braveft princes, was never more fenfi- 
bly felt than during this unjuft and violent ufurpation. 

A war of thirty years, the moft fignal and moft de- 
ftru£live that had appeared in modern annals, was at laft 
finifhed in Germany* ; and by the treaty of Weftphalia, 
were compofed thole fatal quarrels which had been exci- 
ted by the palatine's precipitate acceptance of the crown 
of Bohemia. The young palatine was reftored to part of 
his dignities and of his dominionsf. The rights, privileges, 
and authority, of the feveral members of the Germanic 
body, were fixed and afcertained : Sovereign princes and 
free ftates were in fome degree reduced to obedience un- 
der laws : and by the valour of the heroic Guftavus, the 
enterprifes of the a£tive Richelieu, the intrigues of the 
artful Mazarine, was in part effected, after an infinite ex- 
pence of blood and treafure, what had been fondly expec- 
ted and loudly demanded from the feeble effofts of the! 
pacific James, feconded by the fcanty fupplies of his jea-i 
lous parliaments. 

Sweden, which had acquired by conqueft large domi- 

* In 1648. f This prince, during the civil wars, had much nc-< 

gledred hi* uncle, and payed court to the parliament ; He accepted of 
a penfion of 8oocl. a-ycar from them, w<i took a place in their aflfcnv 
kly of divines. 

Vol, V, T % 
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CHAP, nions in the north of Germany, was engaged in enterprifes 
LXI. which promifed her, from her iuccefs and valour, ft ill 

'-^-v-o.^ more cxtenfive acquifitions on the fide both of Poland 
l(, 55- and of Denmark. Charles X. who had mounted the throne 
of that kingdom after the voluntary refignation of Chrifti- 
na, being ftimulated by the fame of Guftavus as well as 
by his own rriartial difpofition, carried his conquering arms 
to the fouth of the Baltic, and gained the celebrated bat- 
tle of Warfaw, which had been obftinately difputed dur- 
ing the fpace of three days. The protector, at the time his 
alliance wa9 courted by every power in Europe, anxioufly 
courted the alliance of Sweden ; and he was fond of for- 
ming a confederacy with a proteftant power of fuch 
renown, even though it threatened the whole north with 
conqueft and fubje£tion. 

The tranfaclions of the parliament and protector with 
France had been various and complicated. The emiflaries 
of Richelieu had furnifhed fuel to the flame of rebellion, 
when it firlt broke out in Scotland ; but after the confla- 
gration had diffufed itfelf, the French court, obferving the 
materials to be of themfelves fufficiently combuftible, 
found it unneceflary any longer to animate the Britilh 
malcontents to an opposition of their fovereign. On the 
contrary, they offered their mediation for compofing thefe 
intelline diforders •, and their ambafiadors, from decency, 
pretended to a£t in concert with the court of England, and 
to receive directions from a prince with whom their maf- 
ter was connected with fo near an affinity. Meanwhile, 
Richelieu died, and foon after him the French king, 
Louis XIII. leaving hisfon, an infant four years old, and 
his widow, Anne of Auftria, regent of the kingdom. Car- 
dinal Mazarine fucceeded Richelieu in the miniftry ; and 
the fame general plan of policy, though by men of fuch 
oppofite characters, was ftill continued in the French 
counfels. The eftablifhment of royal authority, the reduc- 
tion of the Auftrian family, were purfued with ardour 
and fuccefs ; and every year brought an acceflion of force 
and grandeur to the French monarchy. Not only battles 
were won, towns and fortrefles taken ; the genius too of 
the nation feemed gradually to improve, and to compofe 
itfelf to the fpirit of dutiful obedience and of fteady enter- 
prife. A Conde, aTurenne, were formed ; and the troops, 
animated by their valour, and guided by their difciplinc, 
acquired every day a greater afcendant over the Spaniards. 
All of a fudden from fome intrigues of the court, and 
fome difcontents in the courts of judicature, intelline 
Commotions were excited, and every thing relapfed inte 
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eonfufion. But thefe rebellions of the French, neither en- CH A P. 
nobled by the fpirit of liberty, nor difgraced by the fana- LXI. 
tical extravagances which diftinguifhed the Britifh civil C_/"Y"\J 
wars, were conducted with little bloodfhed, and made but 'fal- 
si fmall impreffion on the minds of the people. Though 
feconded by the force of Spain, and conducted by the 
prince of Conde', the malcontents, in a little time, were 
either expelled or fubdued ; and the French monarchy, 
having loll a few of its conquefts, returned with frelh vi- 
gour to the acquifition of new dominion. 

The queen of England and her fon, Charles, during 
thefe commotions, pafTed moft of their time at Paris ; and 
notwithstanding their near connexion of blood, received 
but few civilities, and {till lefs fupport, from the French 
court. Had the queen regent been ever fo much inclined 
to affift the Englifh prince, the diforders of her own af- 
fairs would, for a long time, have rendered fuch inten- 
tions impracticable. The banifhed queen had a moderate 
penfion affigned her ; but it was fo ill payed, and her cre- 
dit ran fo low, that, one morning, when the cardinal de 
Retz waited on her, fhe informed him that her daughter, 
the princefs Henrietta, was obliged to lie abed, for want 
of a fire to warm her. To fuch a condition was reduced, 
in the midft of Paris, a queen of England, and daugh- 
ter of Henry IV. of France ! 

The Englifh parliament, however, having afTumed the 
fovereignty of the ftate, refented the countenance, cold as 
it was, which the trench court gave to the unfortunate 
monarch. On pretence of injuries, of which the Englifh 
merchants complained, they iflued letters of reprifal up- 
on the French ; and Blake went fo far as to attack and 
feize a whole fquadron of fhips, which were carrying 
fupplies to Dunkirk, then clofely befieged by the Spa- 
niards. That town difappointed of thefe fupplies, fell in- 
to the hands of the enemy. The French minifters foon 
found it neceffary to change their meafures. They treated 
Charles with fuch affected indifference, that he thought it 
more decent to withdraw, and prevent the indignity of 
being defired to leave the kingdom. He went firft to Spaw, 
thence he retired to Cologne; where he lived two years 
on a fmall penfion, about 6000 pounds a-year, payed him 
by the court of France, and on fome contributions fent 
him by his friends in England. In the management of his 
family, he discovered a difpofition to order and ceconomy; 
and his temper, cheerful, carelefs, and fociable, was more 
than a fufficient compenfation for that empire, of which 
his enemies had bereaved him. Sir Edward Hyde, created 
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CHAP, lord chancellor, and the marquis of Ormond, were his 
LXI. chief friends and confidants. 

C/^\"\J If the French miniftry had thought it prudent to bend 
f 6 55- under the Englilh parliament, they deemed it Mill more 
necefTary to pay deference to the protector, when he af- 
fumed the reins of government. Cardinal Mazarine, by 
■whom all the councils of France were directed, was art-, 
ful and vigilant, fupple and patient, falfe and intriguing ; 
defirous rather to prevail by dexterity than violence, and 
placing his honour more in the final fuccefs of his meafures 
than in the fplendour and magnanimity of the means 
which he employed. Cromwel, by his imperious charac- 
ter, rather than by the advantage of his fituation, acquir- 
ed an afcendant over this man ; and every propofal made 
by the protector, however unreafonable in itfslf, and urg- 
ed with whatever infolence, met with a ready compliance 
from the politic and timid cardinal. Bourdeaux was fent 
,over to England as minifter ; and all circumftances of 
refpe£l were paid to the daring ufurpcr, who had imbru- 
ed his hands in the blood of his fovereign, a prince fo near- 
ly related to the royal family of France. With indefatiga- 
ble patience did Bourdeaux conduct this negotiation, 
which Cromwel feemed entirely to neglect j and though 
privateers, with Englifh commiffions, committed daily 
depredations on the French commerce, Mazarine was 
content, in hopes of a fortunate iflue, {till to fubmit to 
thefe indignities*. 

The court of Spain, lefs connected with the unfortu- 
nate royal family, and reduced to greater diflrefs than the 
French monarchy, had been ftill more forward in her ad- 
vances to the profperous parliament and protector. Don 
Alonzo de Cardenas, the Spanifh envoy, was the firft 
public minifter who recognized the authority of the new 
republic •, and, in return for this civility, Afcham was 
fent envoy into Spain by the parliament. No fooner had 
this minilter arrived in Madrid, than fome of the banifhed 
Toyalifts, inflamed by that inveterate hatred which anima- 
'ted the Englifh factions, broke into his chamber, and mur- 
dered him, together with his fecretary. Immediately they 
rook fancluary in the churches; and, afliited by the ge- 
neral favour, which everywhere attended the royal eaufe, 
were enabled, mod of them, to make their efcapc. Only 

* 'I hnrlne, vol, iii. p. 10.3. 619. 053. In the treaty, which was fign- 
pd after long nagotiation, the protector's name was inferted before the 
Tif.ch king's in that copy which remarried in England. Thurjpe, vol. 
vi. p. 116. See farther, vol. vii. p. 
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one of the criminals fuffered death; and the parliament CHAP, 
feemed to reft fatisfied with this atonement. LXI. 

Spain, at this time, afLiled every where by vigorous {y~Y\J 
enemies from without, and labouring under many inter- j6 J5- 
nal diforders, retained nothing of her former grandeur, 
except the haughty pride of her counfels, and the hatred 
and jealoufy of her neighbours. Portugal had rebelled, 
and eft ablilhcd her monarchy in the houfe of Braganza : 
Catalonia, complaining of violated privileges, had revol- 
ted to Prance : Naples was fhaken with popular convul- 
fions : The Low countries were invaded with fuperior 
forces, and feemed ready to change their mafter: The 
Spanifti infantry, anciently fo formidable, had been anni- 
hilated by Conde in the fields of Rocroy : And though 
the fame prince, baniflied France, fuftained by his activi- 
ty and valour, the falling fortunes of Spain, he could only 
hope to protract, not prevent, the ruin with which that 
monarchy was vifibly threatened. 

Had Cromwel underftood and regarded the interefts of 
his country, he would have fupported the declining con- 
dition of Spain againft the dangerous ambition of France, 
and preferved that balance of power, on which the great- 
nefs and fecurity of England fo much depend. Had he 
ftudied only his own interefts, lie would have maintained 
an exact neutrality between thofe great monarchies ; nor 
would he have hazarded his ill-acquired and unfettled 
power, by provoking foreign enemies, who might lend 
aftiftance to domeftic faction, and overturn his tottering 
throne. But his magnanimity undervalued danger : His 
active difpofition, and avidity to extenfive glory, made 
him incapable of repofe : And as the policy of men is 
continually warped by their temper, no fooner was peace 
made with Holland, than he began to deliberate what new 
enemy he Ihould invade with his victorious arms. 

The extenfive empire and yet extreme weaknefs of ^. 
Spain in the Weft Indies ; the vigorous courage and great Spain, 
naval power of England; were circum fiances which, 
when compared, excited the ambition of the enteirprifing 
protector, and made him hope that he might, by fome 
gainful conqueft, render for ever illuftrious that dominion 
which he had aiTumed over his country. Should he fail 
of thefe durable acquifitions, the Indian treafures, which 
mult every year crofs the ocean to reach Spain, were, he 
thought, a fure prey to the Englilh navy, and would fup- 
port his military force, without his laying new burdens 
on the difcontented people. From France, a vigorous re- 
fiftance muft be expected : No plunder, no conquefts 
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CHAP, could be hoped for : 1 he progrcfs of his arms, even if at- 
LXI. tended •w ith fuccefs, mult there be flow and gradual : And 

L/~V advantages acquired however real, would be lefs ftrik- 

ing to the multitude, whom it was his intereft to allure. 
The royal family, fo clofely connected with the French 
monarch, might receive great affiflance from that neigh- 
bouring kingdom ; and an army of French proteflants, 
landed in England, would be able, he dreaded, to unite 
the moft oppofite factions againft the prefent ufurpa- 
tion*. 

These motives of policy were probably feconded by his 
bigoted prejudices ; as no human mind ever contained fo 
ftrange a mixture of fagacity and abfurdity as that of this 
extraordinary perfonage. The Swedifh alliance, though 
much contrary to the interefts of England, he had con- 
tracted, merely from his zeal for proteftantifmf j and 
Sweden being clofely connected with France, he could 
not hope to maintain that confederacy, in which he fo 
much prided himfelf, fhould a rupture enfue between 
England and this latter kingdom^. The Hugonots, he ex- 
pected, would meet with better treatment, while he en- 
gaged in a clofe union with their fovereign§. And as the 
Spaniards were much more papiits than the French, were 
much more expofcel to the old puritanical hatred||, and 
had even erected the bloody tribunal of the inquifition, 
whofe rigours they had refilled to mitigate on Cromwcl's 
folicitation^; . he hoped that a holy and meritorious war 
with fuch idolaters could not fail of protection from hea- 
ven**. A preacher likewife, infpired, as was fuppofed, by 
a prophetic fpirit, bid him go and pro/per ; calling him a 
Jione cut out of the mountains without hands, that would 
break the pride of the Spaniard, crujh Anticlrijl, and make 
way for the purity of the gofpel over the whole world, j f 

Actuated equally by thefe bigoted, thefe ambitious, 
and thefe interefted motives, the proteclor equipped two 
confiderable fquadrons ; and while he was making thofe 
preparations, the neighbouring flates, ignorant of his in- 

• See the account of the negotiations with France and Spain by 
Thurloc, vol- i. p. 759. 

+ He propol'cd to Sweden a general league and confederacy of all 
the protcfl.tnts. W'hitlockc, p. oso. Thurloc, vol. vii. p. 1. In order 
to judge of the maxims by which he conducted his foreign politics, Ice 
farther Thurloc, vol. iv. p. 295. 343.443. vol. vii. p. 174. 

f Thurloc, vol, i. p. 759. 

§ Jhurloc, vol. i. p. 759. 8 Id. ibid. 

\ Id. ibid. Don Alonzo laid, that the Indian trade and the inqiiifitioii 
were hi* matter's two- eyes, and the protector infifled upon the putting 
nut both of thcirf at oner. 

C«Tingtc-.:, f- ff Bates. 
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tentions, remained in fufpenfe, and looked with anxious CHAP, 
expectation on what fide the ftorm fliould difcharge itfelf. LXI. 
One of thefe fquadrons, confiding of thirty capital fhips, v-*-v-^-' 
was fent into the Mediterranean under Blake, whofe 
fame was now lpread over Europe. No Englifli fleet, ex- 
cept during the Crufades, had ever before failed in thofe 
feas; and from one extremity to the other, there was no 
naval force, Chriftian or Mahometan, able to refill them. 
The Roman pontiff", whofe weaknefs and whofe pride 
equally provoke attacks, dreaded invafion from a power 
which profelfed the mod inveterate enmity againft him, 
and which fo little regulated its movements by the ufual 
motives of intereft and prudence. Blake, calling anchor 
before Leghorn, demanded and obtained from the duke of 
Tufcany reparation for fome loffes which the Englifli com- 
merce had formerly fuftainod from him. He next failed 
to Algiers, and compelled the dey to make peace, and to 
reftrain his piratical fubjedts from farther violences on the 
Englifli. He prefented himfclf before Tunis ; and having 
there made the fame demands, the dey of that republic 
bade him look to the caftles of Porto Farino and Goletta, 
and do his utmoft. Blake needed not to be roufed by 
fuch a bravado : He drew his (hips clofe up to the caftles, 
and tore them in pieces with his artillery. He fent a nu- 
merous detachment of failors in their long-boats into the 
harbour, and burned every (hip which lay there. This 
bold action, which its very temerity, perhaps, rendered 
iafc, was executed with little lofs, and filled all that part 
of the world with the renown of Englifli valour. 

Ttf E other fquadron was not equally fuccefsful. It was Jamaica 
commanded by Pen, and carried 011 board 4000 men, un- conquer- 
der the command of Venables. About ^ooo more joined , 
them from Barbadoes and St. Chriftopher's. Both thefe 
officers were inclined to the king's fervice ; and it is pre- 
tended that Cromwel was obliged to hurry the foldierson 
board, in order to prevent the execution of a confpiracy 
which had been formed among them, in favour of the 
exiled familyf . The ill fuccefs of this enterprize may juft- 
ly be afcribed, as much to the injudicious fchemes of the 
protector, who planned it, as to the bad execution of the 
officers by whom it was conducted. The foldiers were the 
refufe of the whole army: The forces inlifted in the 
Well Indies, were the moft profligate of mankind : Pen 
and Venables were of incompatible tempers: The troops 
were not furnilhed with arms lit for fuch an expedition : 



• Clarendon, 



f Vita D, Bcnvici, p. uj. 
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CHAP. Their provifions were defective both in quantity and qua-« 
LXI. lity : AH hopes of pillage, the belt incentive to valour 

L/VVJ among fuch men, were refufed the foldiers and feamen : 
10 5J- No directions or intelligence were given to conduct the 
officers in their enterprize : and at the fame time, they 
were tied down to follow the advice of commiffioners, 
who difconcerted them in all their projects*. 
A ril 13 ^ T was a 8 ree d by tn e admiral and general to attempt 
St. Domingo, the only place of ftrength in the ifl.ind of 
Hifpaniola. On the approach of the Englifh, the Spani- 
ards in a fright deferted their houfes, and fled into the 
woods. Contrary to the opinion of Venables, the foldiers 
were difembarked without guides tea leagues diftant 
from the town. They wandered four days through the 
woods without provifions, and, what was ftill more into- 
lerable, in that fultry climate, without water. The Spani- 
ards recovered fpirit, and attacked them. The Englilh, 
difcouraged with the bad conduit of their officers, and 
fcarcely alive from hunger, third, and fatigue, were 
unable to refift. An inconfiderable number of the enemy 
put the whole army to rout, killed 600 of them, and 
chafed the reft on board their veflels. 

The Engiifti commanders, in order to atone as much as 
pofuble for this u'iprofperous attempt, bent their courfe 
to Jamaica, which was furrendered to them without a 
blow. Pen and Venables returned to England, and were 
both of them fent to the Tower by the protector, who, 
though commonly mafter of his fiery temper, was thrown 
into a violent paffion at this difappointment. He had made 
a conqueft of greater importance than he was himfelf at 
ihat time aware of-, yet was it much inferior to the vaft 
projects which he had formed. He gave orders, however, 
to fupport it by men and money ; and that ifland has ever 
fince remained in the hands of the Englifh ; the chief ac- 
<-|uifition v\ hich they owe to the enierprifing fpirit of 
Cromwel. 

As foon as the news of this expedition, which was an 
unwarrantable violation of treaty, arrived in Europe, the 
Spaniards declared war againft England, and feized all the 
fhips and goods of Englifh merchants, of which they could 
make themfelves maiters. The commerce with Spain, fo 
profitable to the Englifh, was cut off; and near 1500 vef- 
fels, it is computedf, fell in a few years into the hands of 

* Bnrchct's Naval Hiftory. See alfo Carte's Collection, vol. ii. p. 46, 
47. Thurloe, vol. iii. p. 505. 

+ Thurloe, vol. iv. p, 135, World's Miftake in Oliver Cronwvel, ia 
the Harl, Mifcel. vol. i. 
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the enemy. Blake, to whom Montague was now joined in CHAP, 
command, after receiving new orders, prepared himfelf LXI. 
for hoftilities againft the Spaniards. L^WJ 

Several fea officers, having entertained fcruples of l ^ 6 - 
confeience with regard to the juftice of the Spaniih war» 
threw up their enmmiflions, and retired ' . No commands 
they thought, of their fuperiors could juftify a war, which 
was contrary to the principles of natural equity, and 
which the civil magiltrate had rto right to order. Indivi- 
duals, they maintained, in rcfigning to the public their na- 
tural liberty, could beftow on it Only what they themfelves 
were pofTened of, a right of performing lawful actions, 
and could inveft it with no authority of commanding 
what is contrary to the decrees of heaven. Such maxims, 
though they feem reafonable, are perhaps too perfect for 
human nature ; and muft be regarded as one effect, though 
of the moft innocent and even honourable kind, of that 
fpirit, partly fanatical, partly republican, which predomi- 
nated in England. 

Blake lay fome time off Cadiz, in expectation of inter- Succeft. 
eepting the plate fleet, but was at laft obliged, for want 
of water, to make fail towards Portugal. Captain Stay- 
ner, whom he had left on the coaft with a fquadron of 
feven vefTels, came in fight of the galleons, and immedi- 
ately fet fail to purfue them. The Spanifh admiral ran his 
ftiip afhore : Two others followed his example : The 
Englifh took two fhips valued at near two millions of SeptemU, 
pieces of eight. Two galleons were fet on fire ; and the 
marquis Badajox, viceroy of Peru, with his wife and his 
daughter, betrothed to the young duke of Medina Celi, 
were deftroyed in them. The marquis himfelf might have 
efcaped ; but feeing thefe unfortunate women, aftonimed 
with the danger, fall in a fwoon, and perifh in the flames, 
he rather chofe to die with them, than drag out a life 
embittered with the remembrance of fuch difmal fcenesf. 
When the treafures gained by this enterprife arrived at 
Portfmouth, the protector, from a fpirit of oftentation, 
ordered them to be tranfported by land to London. 

The next action againft the Spaniards was more honor- 
able, though lefs profitable to the nation. Blake having 
heard that a Spanifh fleet of fixteen (Hips, much richer 
than the former, had taken fhelter in the Canaries, im- 
mediately made fail towards them. He found them in the 
bay of Santa Cruz, difpofed in a formidable pofture. The 



* Thurloe, vol. iv, p. 570. 589. t Idem. p. 433. 
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bay was fecured with a ftrong caftle, well provided with 
cannon, befides feven forts in feveral parts of it, all uni- 
ted by a line of communication, manned with mufque- 
teers. Don Diego Diaques, the Spanifh admiral, ordered 
all his fmaller veffels to moor clofe to the fhore, and pof- 
tcd the larger galleons farther off, at anchor, with their 
broadfides to the fea. 

Blake was rather animated than daunted with this ap- 
pearance. The wind feconded his courage, and blowing 
full into the bay, in a moment brought him among the 
thickeft of his enemies. After a refinance of four hours, 
the Spaniards yielded to Engiifh valour, and abandoned 
their fhips, which were fet on fire, and confumed with 
all their treafure. The greateft danger dill remained to 
the Engiifh. They lay under the fire of the caflles and all 
the forts, which mult in a little time have torn them in 
pieces. But the wind fuddenly fhifting, carried them out 
of the bay ; where they left the Spaniards in aftonifiiment 
at the happy temerity of their audacious victors. 

This was the laft and greateft action of the gallant 
Blake. He was confumed with a dropfy and fcurvy, and 
haftened home, that he might yield up his breath in his 
native country, which he had fo much adorned by his va- 
lour. As he came within fight of land he expired*. Ne- 
ver man fo zealous for a faction was fo much refpected 
and efteemed even by the oppofite factions. He was by 
principle an inflexible republican •, and the late ufurpa- 
tions, amidit all the trull and careffes w hich he received 
from the ruling powers, were thought to be very little 
grateful to him. It is fiill our duty t he faid to the feamen, 
to fight for our country , into ivhat hands foever the government 
may fall. DIfinterefted, generous, liberal j ambitious on- 
ly of true glory, dreadful only to his avowed enemies ; 
he forms one of the moft perfect characters of the age, 
and the lead ftained with thofe errors and violences which 
were then fo predominant. The protector ordered him a 
pompous funeral at the public charge ! But the tears of 
his countrymen were die moft honourable panegyric on his 
memory. 

The conduct of the protector in foreign affairs, though 
imprudent and impolitic, was full of vigour and enterprife, 
and drew a confideration to his country, which, fince the 
reign of Elizabeth, it feemed to have totally loft. The great 
mind of this fuccefsful ufurper was intent on fpreading 
the renown of the Engiifh nation ; and while he ftruck 
mankind with aftonifhment at his extraordinary fortune, 

* 30th April, I0J7. 
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lie Teemed to ennoble, inflead of debating, that people 
whom he had reduced to fubjection. It was his boalt that 
he would render the name of an Englifhman as much fear- 
ed and revered as ever was that of a Roman ; and as is 
countrymen found fome reality in thefe prctenfions, their 
national vanity being gratified, made them bear with more 
patience all the indignities and calamities under which 
they laboured. 

It muft alfo be acknowledged, that the protector, in 
his civil and domeftic adminiftration, displayed as great 
regard both to juftice and clemency, as his ufurped autho- 
rity, derived from no law, and founded only on the fword 
could poflibly permit. All the chief offices in the judica- 
ture were filled with men of integrity : Amidft the viru- 
lence of faction, the decrees of the judges were upright 
and impartial : and to every man but himfelf, and tohim- 
felf, except where neceffity required the contrary, the law 
was the great rule of conduct and behaviour. Vane and 
Lilburne, whofe credit with the republicans and levellers 
he dreaded, were indeed for fome time confined to prifon : 
Cony, who refufed to pay illegal taxes, was obliged by 
menaces to depart from his obftinacy : High courts of 
juftice were erected to try thofe who had engaged in con- 
spiracies and infurrections againft the protector's authori- 
ty, and whom he could not fafely commit to the verdict 
of juries. But thefe irregularities were deemed inevitable 
confecjuences of his illegal authority. And though often 
urged by his officers, as is pretended*, to attempt a gene- 
ral marTacre of the royalifts, he always with horror rejec- 
ted fuch fanguinary counfels. 

la the army was laid the fole bafis of the protector's 
power ; and in managing it confifted the chief art and de- 
licacy of his government. The foldiers were held in exact 
difc pline ; a policy which both accuftomed them to obe- 
dience, and made them lefs hateful and burthenfome to 
the p-ople. He augmented their pay ; though the public 
necefiities fometimes obliged him to run in arrears to 
them. Their interefts, they were fenfible, were clofely 
connected with thefe of their general and protector. And 
he entirely commanded their affectionate regard, by his 
abilities and fuccefs in almoft every enterprife which he 
had hitherto undertaken. But all military government is 
precarious; much more where it ftands in oppofition to 
civil eftablifhments; and ftill more where it encounters 
religious prejudices. By the wild fanaticifm which he had 
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* Clarendon, Life of Pr. Berwick &c. 
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CHAP, nouriffied in the foldiers, he had feduced them into mfJ- 
LXI. fures, for which, if openly propofed to them, they would 

t*S^f\J h ave entertained the utmoft averfion. But this fame fpirit 
igjo. rendered them more difficult to be governed, and made 
their caprices terrible even to that hand which directed their 
movements. So often taught, that the office of king was. 
an ufurpation upon Chrift, they were apt to fufpett a pro- 
tector not to be altogether compatible w ith that divine 
authority. Harrifon. though raifed to the higheft dignity* 
and poflefled of Cromwel's confidence, became his moft 
inveterate enemy as foon as the authority of a fingle per- 
fon waseftablifhed, againft which that ufurper had alw ays 
made fuch violent proteftations. Overton, Rich, Okey, 
officers of rank in the army, were actuated with like prin- 
ciples, and Cromwel was obliged to deprive them of their- 
commiffions. Their influence, which was before thought 
unbounded among the troops, feemed from that moment 
to be totally annihilated. 

The more effectually to curb the enthufiaftic and fe- 
ditious fpirit of the troops, Cromwel eftablifhed a kind of 
militia in the feveral counties. Companies of infantry and 
cavalry were enlifted under proper officers, regular pay 
diftributed among them, and a refource by that means 
provided both againft the infurrections of the royalifts,. 
and mutiny of the army. 

Religion can never be deemed a point of fmall con- 
fequence in civil government : But during this period, it 
may be regarded as the great fpring of men's actions and 
determinations. Though tranfported, himfelf, with the 
moll frantic whimfies, Cromwel had adopted a fcheme 
for regulating this principle in others, which was fugaci- 
ous and political. Being reiolvcd to maintain a narioual 
church, yet determined neither to admit epifcopacy nor 
♦prefbytery, he eftablifhed a number of commiffioners, un- 
der the name of tryers, partly laymen, partly ecdefiaftics* 
fome prefbyterians, fome independents. Thefe prefented 
to all livings, which were formerly in the gift of the 
crown ; they examined and admitted fuch perfons as re- 
ceived holy orders ; and they infpected the lives, doctrine* 
and behaviour of the clergy. Inftead of fuppoi ting that 
union between learning and theology, which has fo long 
been attempted in Europe, thefe tryers embraced the lat- 
ter principle in its full purity, and made it the fole object 
of their examination. The candidates were n© more per- 
plexed with qut ftions concerning their progrefs in Greek 
and Roir m erudition ; concerning their talent for pro- 
fane arts and fciences : The chief object of fcrutiny re- 
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garded their advances in grace, and fixing the critical mo- CHAP, 
menl of their converfion. LXI. 

With the pretended faints of all denominations Crom- *>.^^v— 
wel was familiar and eafy. Laying afide the (late of pro- l6 -5 6 - 
teclor, which on other occafions, he well knew how to 
maintain, he infinuated to them, that nothing but neceffi- 
ty could ever oblige him to invert himfelf with it. He 
talk d fpiritully to them ; he fighed, he weeped, he can- 
ted, he prayed. He even entered with them into an emu- 
lation of ghollly gifts ; and thefe men, inftead of grieving 
to be out-done in their own way, were proud that his high- 
nefs, by his princely example, had dignified thofe prac- 
tices in which they themfelves were daily occupied*. 

If Cromwel might be faid to adhere to any particular 
form of religion, they were the independents who could 
chiefly boaft of his favour ; and it may be affirmed, that 
fuch paftors of that fe£t, as were not paffionately addicted 
to civil liberty, were all of them devoted to him. 

The prefbyterian clergy alfo, faved from the ravages 
of the anabaptifts and millenarians, and enjoying their 
eftablifhments and tythes, were not averfe to his govern- 
ment ; though he ftill entertained a great jealoufy of that 
ambitious and reftlefs fpirit by which they were actuated . 
He granted an unbounded liberty of confcience to all but 
catholics and prelatifts ; and by that means he both at- 
tached the wild fectaries to his perfon, and employed 
them in curbing the domineering fpirit of the prefbyte- 
rians. " I am the only man," he was often heard to fay, 
«* who has known how to fubdue that infolent fett, which 
" can fufFer none but itfelf." 

The proteftant zeal which poflefied the prefbyterians 
and independents, was highly gratified by the haughty 
manner in which the protector fo fuccefsfully fupported 
the perfecuted proteftants throughout all Europe. Evert 
the duke of Savoy, fo remote a power, and fo little expof- 
ed to the naval force of England, was obliged, by the au- 
thority of France, to comply with his mediation, and to 

* Cromwel followed, though, bat in part, the advice which he reeiv- 
ed from general Harriton, at the time when the intimacy^ and endear- 
ment mofl flroagly fubliftcd betwixt them,. "Let the waiting upon Je- 
" hovah," laid that military faint, " lie the greateft and mod conlider- 
" able bufmefs you have every day : Reckon it fo T more than to eat, deep, 
" and council together. Run afide fometimes from your company, and 

* get a word with the Lord. Why fltould not you have three or four 
" precious fouls always (landing at your elbow, with whom you might 
" now and then turn into a corner ; I have found rcfreflmicnt and mer- 

* cy in fuch a way," 

Milton's State Papers, p. 13. 
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CHAP, tolerate the proteftants of the vallies, againft whom that 
LXI. prince hnd commenced a furious perfecution. France itfelf 

.lyVXJ was conftrained to bear not only with the religion, but 
1 >j£. even, in fome inftaficep, with the feditious infolence of 
the hugonots ; and when the French court applied for a 
reciprocal toleration of the catholic religion in England, 
the piotector, who arrogated in every thing the fuperiori- 
ty, would hearken to no fuch propofal. He had entertain- 
ed a project of inftituting a college in imitation of that 
at Rome, for the propagation of the faith ; and his apof- 
iles, in zeal, though not in unanimity, had certainly been 
a full match for the catholics. 

Cromwel retained the church of England in constraint; 
though he permitted its clergy a little more liberty than 
the republican parliament had formerly allow ed. He was 
pleafed that the fupcrior lenity of his adminiftration 
fhould in every thing be remarked. He bridled the royal- 
ifts, both by the army which he retained, and by thofc fc- 
cret fpies which he found means to intermix in all their 
counfcls. Manning being detected and punifhed with 
death, he corrupted fir Richard Willis, who was much 
trufted by chancellor Hyde and all the royalifts ; and by 
means of this man he was let into every defign and con- 
fpiracy of the party. He could difconcert any project, by 
confining the perfons who were to be the actors in it ; 
and as he reftored them afterwards to liberty, his feverity 
palled only for the refult of general jealoujy and fufpicion. 
The fecret fource of his intelligence remained ftill un- 
known and unfufpected. 

Conspiracies for an atfaffination he was chiefly afraid 
of ; thefe being defigns which no prudence or vigilance 
could evade. Colonel Titus, under the name of Allen, had 
written a fpirited difcourfe, exhorting every one to em- 
brace this method of vengeance; and Cromwel knew 
that the inflamed minds of the royal party were fuffici- 
' ently difpofed to put the doctrine in practice againft him. 
He openly told them, that aflafiinations were bafe and 
odious, and he never would commence hoftilities by fo 
fhameful an expedient ; but if the firft attempt or provo- 
cation came from them, he would retaliate to the utter- 
moih He had inftruments, he faid, whom he could em- 
ploy ; and he never would defift till he had totally exter- 
minated the royal family. This menace, more than all his 
guards, contributed to the fecurityof his perfon*. 

There was no point about which the protector was 
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more folicitous than to procure intelligence. This article CH AP. 
alone, it is laid, cod him fixty thoufand pounds a- year. Pod- LXI. 
mafters, both at home and abroad, were in his pay : Carriers l*S~Y\J 
were fearched or bribed : Secretaries and clerks were cor- «6j6. 
rupted: The greate ft zealots in all parties were often thofe 
who conveyed private information to him : And nothing 
could efcape his vigilant enquiry. Such at leaft is the re- 
prefentation made by hiftorians of Cromwel's adminiftra- 
tion : But it muft be confefled that, if we may judge by 
thofe volumes of Thurloe's papers, which have been late- 
ly publifhed, this affair, like nviny others, has been great- 
ly magnified. We fcarcely find by that collection, that 
any fecret counfels of foreign ftates, except thofe of Hol- 
land, which are not expected to be concealed, were known 
to the protector. 

The general behaviour and deportment of this man, 
who had been raifed from a very private ftation, who had 
pafl~ed mod of his youth in the country, and who was ftill 
conftrained fo much to frequent bad company, was fuch 
as might befit the greateft monarch. He maintained a 
dignity without either affectation or oftentation: and fup- 
ported with all ftrangers that high idea with which his 
great exploits and prodigious fortune had imprefled them. 
Among his ancient friends he could relax himfelf ; and 
by trifling and amufement, jefting and making verfes, he 
feared not expofing himfelf to their mod familiar ap- 
proaches*. With others, he fometimes pufhed matters to 
the length of ruftic buffoonery ; and he would amufe him- 
felf by putting burning coals into the boots and hofe of the 
officers who attended himj-. Before the king's trial, a 
meeting was agreed on between the chiefs of the repub- 
lican party and the general officers, in order to concert 
the model of that free government which they were to 
fubftitute in the room of the monarchical conftitution, 
now totally fubverted. After debates on this fubject, the 
mod important that could fall under the difcuffion of hu- 
man creatures, Ludlow tells us, that Cromwel, by way of 
frolic, threw a cufhion at his head ; and when Ludlow 
took up another cufhion, in order to return the compli- 
ment, the general ran down flairs, and had almoft fallen 
in the hurry. When the high court of juftice was fign- 
ing the warrant for the execution of the king, a matter, 
if poffible, ftill more ferious, Cromwel taking the pen ia 
his hand, before he fubferibed his name, bedaubed with 
ink the face of Martin, who fat next him. And the pen 
being delivered to Martin, he pradttfed the fame frolic up- 
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CHAP, on Cromwel*. He frequently gave feafts to his inferior 
LXI. officers ; and when the meat was fet upon the table, a fig- 
t-/~Y*Sj nal was given ; the foldiers ruftied in upon them ; and 
l6 s 6 - with much noife, tumult, and confufion, ran away with 
all the dimes, and difappointed the guelts of their expec- 
ted mealf. 

That vein of frolic and pleafantry which made a part, 
however inconfiftent, of Cromwel's character, was apt 
fometimes to betray him into other inconfiftencies, and to 
difcover itfelf even where religion might feem to be a 
little concerned. It is a tradition, that, one day. fitting at 
table, the protector had a bottle of wine brought him, of 
a kind which he valued fo highly, that he muft needs 
open the bottle himfelf : But in attemping it, the cork- 
fcrew dropt from his hand. Immediately his courtiers and 
generals flung themfelves on the floor to recover it. Crom- 
wel burft out a laughing. Should any fool, faid he, put in his 
head at the door, he would fancy, from your poflure, that you 
were feeking the Lord ; and you are only feeking a cork-J'crew. 

Amidst all the unguarded play and buffoonery of this 
fingular perfonage, he took the opportunity of remarking 
the characters, defigns, and weaknefles of men ; and he 
would fometimes pufh them, by an indulgence in wine, 
to open to him the mod fecret reccfies of their bofom. 
Great regularity, however, and even aufterity of manners, 
were always maintained in his court ; and he was careful 
never by any liberties to give offence to the moft rigid of 
the godly. Some ftate was upheld ; but with little e.xpence| 
and without any fplendour. The nobility, though cour- 
ted by him, kept at a diftance, and difdained to intermix 
with thofe mean perfons who were the inftruments of his 
government. Without departing from ceconomy, he w as 
generous to thofe who ferved him ; and he knew how to 
rind out and engage in his interefls every man pofTefled 
of thofe talents which any particular employment deman- 
ded. His generals, his admirals, his judges, his ambafla- 
dors, were perfons who contributed, all of them, in their 
frveral fpheres, to the fecurity of the protector, and to 
the honour and interefl of the nation. 

Under pretence of uniting Scotland and Ireland in one 
commonwealth with England, Cromwel had reduced 
thofe kingdoms to a total fubjedtion ; and he treated them 
entirely as conquered provinces. The civil adminiftration 
of Scotland was placed in a council, confiding moftly of 
Englifh, of which lord Broghil was prefident. Juftice was 
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st Jml uittered by feven judges, four of whom were Eng- 
H Hi. In order to curb the tyrannical nobility, he both 
aboltfhsd all vaflalage*, and revived the oJlice of juitice 
of peac-f, which king James had introduced, but was not 
able to fupportf . A long line of forts and garrifons was 
maintained throughout the kingdom. An army of 10,000 
menj k?pt every thing in peace and obedience ; and 
neither the banditti of the mountains, nor the bigots of 
the low countries, could indulge their inclination to tur- 
bulence and diforder. He courted the prefbyterian 
clergy ; though he nourifhed that inteltine enmity which 
prevailed between the refolutioners and protcfters ; and he 
found that very little policy was requifite to foment quar- 
rels among theologians. He permitted no church aflem- 
blies ; being fenfible that from thence had proceeded 
many of the paft diforderS. And, in the main, the Scots 
were obliged to acknowledge, that never before, while 
they enjoyed their irregular, factious liberty, had they 
attained fo much happinefs as at prefent, when reduced 
to fubjection under a foreign nation. 

The protector's adminiftration of Ireland was more fe- 
vere and violent. The government of that illand was firfl: 
entrufted to Fleetwood, a notorious fanatic, who had mar- 
ried Ireton's widow ; then to Henry Cromwel, fecond 
fon of the protestor, a young man of an amiable, mild dif- 
pofition, and not destitute of vigour and capacity. 'About 
Jive millions of acres, forfeited either by the popilh re- 
bels or by the adherents of the king, were divided, part- 
ly among the adventurers, who had advanced money to 
the parliament, partly amnng the Englifh foldiers, who 
had arrears due to them. Examples of a more fudden and 
violent change of property are fcarcely to be found in any 
hiftory. An order was even ifftied to confine all the na- 
tive Irifh to the province of Connaught, where they 
would be fhut up by rivers, lakes, and mountains ; and 
could not, it was hoped, be any longer dangerous to the 
Englifh government : But this barbarous and abfurd po- 
licy, which, from an impatience of attaining immediate 
fecurity, mud have depopulated all the other provinces, 
and rendered the Englifh eftates of no value, was foon 
abandoned as impracticable^ 

Cromwel began to hope that, by his adminiftration, 
attended with fo much lultre and fuccefs abroad, fo much 
•rder and tranquillity at home, he had now acquired fuch 
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CHAP, authority as would enable him to meet the reprefentatives 
LXI. of the nation, 3nd would affure him of their dutiful com- 

V-^-v-*^* pliance with his government. He fummoned a parlia- 
|6 J 6 - ment; but not truiting altogether to the good-will of the 
people, he ufed every art which his new model of repre- 
fentation allowed him to employ, in order to influence 
the elections, and fill the houic with his own creatures. 
Ireland, being entirely in the hands of the army, chofe 
lew but fuch officers as were moft acceptable to him. 
Scotland fhowed a like compliance ; and as the nobility 
and gentry of that kingdom regarded their attendance on 
Englifh parliaments as an ignominious badge of flavery, 
it was, on that account, more eafy for the officers to pre- 
vail in the elections. Notwithstanding all thefe precau- 
tions, the protector ilill lound that the majority would 

irthof not be favourable to him. He fet guards, therefore, on 

September. ^ e door, who permitted none to enter but fuch as pro- 
duced a warrant from his council ; and the council rejec- 
ted about a hundred, who ei/her refufed a recognition of 
the protector's government, or were on other accounts 
obnoxious to him. Thefe protefted againft fo egregious a 
violence, fubverlive of all liberty; but every application 
for redrefs was neglected both by the council and the 
parliament. 

The majority of the parliament, by means of thefe arts 
and violences, was now at lalt either friendly to the pro- 
tector, or refolved, by their compliance, to adjuft, if pof- 
fible, this military government to their laws and liberties. 
They voted a renunciation of all title in Charles Stuart, 
or any of his family ; and this was the firfl act, dignified 
with the appearance of national confent, which had ever 
had that tendency. Colonel Jephfon, in order to found the 
inclinations of the houfe, ventured to move, that the" par- 
liament fhould beftow the crown on Cromwel ; and no 
furprife or reluctance was difcovered on the occalion. 
"When Cromwel afterwards alked Jephfon what induced 
him to make fuch a motion, «« As long," faid Jephfon, " as 
'* I have the honour to fit in parliament, I muff follow 
" the dictates of my own conlcience, whatever offence 1 
'< may be fo unfortunate as to give you." " Get thee gone," 
laid Cromwel, giving htm a gentle blow on the fhoulder, 
" get thee gone, for a m.id fellow, as thou art." 

In order to pave the way to this advancement, for which 
he fo ardently longed, Cromwel refolved to facrificc his 
major-generals, whom he knew to be extremely odious to 
the nation. That meafure was alfo become necefTary for 
his own fecurity. All government, purely military, flue- 
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tnates perpetually between a defpotic monarchy and a. 
defpotic ariftocracy, according as the authority of the 
chief commander prevails, or that of the officers next him 
in rank and dignity. The major-generals, being pofTefied 
of fo much diftindt jurifdicYion, began to elUblifli a fepe- 
rate title to power, and had rendered themfelves formi- 
dable to the proteclor himfelf ; and for this inconveni- 
ence, though he had not forefeen it, he well knew before 
it was too late, to provide a proper remedy. Claypole, his 
foji-in-law, who potYeffed his confidence, abandoned them 
to the pleafure of the houfe ; and though the name was 
fl ill retained, it was agreed to abridge, or rather entirely 
annihilate, the power of the major-generals. 

At length, a motion in form was made by alderman 
Pack, one of the city members, for inverting the protector 
with the dignity of King. This motion, at rirft, excited 
great diforder, and divided the whole houfe into parties. 
The chief oppofition came from the ufual adherents of the 
protestor, the major-generals, and fuch officers as depen- 
ded on them. Lambert, a man of deep intrigue, and of 
great interefl in the army, had long entertained the am- 
bition of fucceeding Cromwel in the protectorlhip ; and 
lie forefaw, that if the monarchy were reftored, heredi- 
tary right would alfo be eftablifhed, and the crown be 
tranfmitted to the posterity of the prince firft elected. He 
pleaded, therefore, confeience -, and roufing all thofe civil 
and religious jealoufies again!! kingly government, which 
had been fo induftrioufly encouraged among the foldiers, 
and which ferved them as a pretence for fo many vio- 
lences, he raifed a numerous, and ftill more formidable, 
party againft the motion. 

On the other hand, the motion was fupported by every 
one who was more particularly devoted to the protector, 
and who hoped, by fo acceptable a meafure, to pay court 
to the prevailing autiiority. Many perfons alfo, attached 
to their country, defpaired of ever fceing able to fubvert 
the prefent illegal eltabiifhinent ; and were defirous, by 
fixing it on ancient foundations, to induce the protector, 
from views of his own fafety, to pay a regard to the an- 
cient laws and liberties of the kingdom. Even the royal. 
ifts imprudently joined in the meafure ; and hoped that, 
when the queftion regarded only perfons, not forms of 
government, no one would any longer balance between 
the ancient royal family and an ignoble ufurper, who, 
by blood, treafon, and perfidy, had made his way to the 
throne. The bill was voted by a confiderable majority ; 
aqd a committee was appointed to reafon with the pre- 
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CHAP, tcctor, and to overcome tliofc fcruples which he pretended 

LXI. againft accepting fo liberal an offer. 
O^/AJ The conference lafted for fcveral days. The commit - 
,6 .5^ tee urged, that all the ftatutes and cuftoms of England 
gth Apn . wgrc founded en the fuppofition of regal authority, and 
could not, without extreme violence, be adjuittd to any 
other form of government : 1 hat a protector, except dur- 
ing the minority of a king, was a name utterly unknown 
to the laws ; and no' man was acquainted with the extent 
or limits of his authority; That if it were attempted to 
define every part of his jurifdiction, many years, if not 
ages, would be required for the execution of fo complica- 
ted a work ; if the whole power of the king were at once 
transferred to him, the queflion was plainly about a name, 
and the preference was indifputably due to the ancient 
tirle : That the Englilh constitution was more anxious 
concerning the form of government than concerning the 
birthright of the firft magiftrate, and had provided, by an 
exprefs law of Henry VII. for the fecurity of thofe who 
a£t in defence of the king in being, by whatever means 
he might have acquired pofleffion : That it was extremely 
the interefl of all his highnefs's friends to feefe the fhelter 
of this ftatute •, and even the people in general were defi- 
rous of fuch a fettlement, and in all juries were with great 
difficulty induced to give their verdict in favour of a pro- 
testor : That the great fource of all the late commotions 
had been the jealoufy of liberty ; and that a republic, to- 
gether with a protector, had been eltablifhed, in order to 
provide farther fecurities for the freedom of the conftitu- 
tion ; but that by experience the remedy had been found 
infuflicicnt, even dangerous and pernicious ; fince every 
undeterminate power, fuch as that of a protector, muil 
be arbitrary ; and the more arbitrary, as it was contrary 
to the genius and inclination of the people. 

The difficulty confilled not in perfuading Cromwel. He 
was fufficiently convinced of the folidityof thefe reafons ; 
and his inclination, as well as judgment, was entirely on 
the fide of the committee. But how to bring over the fol- 
diers to the fame way of thinking, was the queftion. The 
office of king had been painted to them in fuch horrible 
colours, that there were no hopes of reconciling them fud- 
ilenly to it, even though beftowed upon their general, to 
whom they were fo much devoted. A contradiction, open 
and direct, to all part profeffions, would make them pafs 
in the eyes of the whole nation, for the moft fhamelefs 
hypocrites, inliflcd, by no other than mercenary motives, 
in the caufe of the moil perfidious traitor. Principles, fuch 
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a; they were, had beenencouraged in them by every con- CH A l*. 
lldcration, human and divine; and chough it was eafy, LXI. 
where intereft concurred, to deceive them by the thinneft (^/~V"\J 
difguifes, it might be found dangerous at once to pull off ™Sb 
the nvafque, and to (hew them in a full light the whole 
crime and deformity of their conduct. Sufpended be- 
tween thefe fears and his own molt ardent defires, Crom- 
wel protracted the time, and feemed it ill to oppofe the 
reafonings of the committee ; in hopes that by artifice he 
might be able to reconcile the refractory minds of the fol- 
diers to his new dignity. 

While the protector argued fo much in contradiction 
both to his judgment and inclination, it is no wonder that 
his elocution, always confufed, embarrafl'ed, and unintel- 
ligible, fliould be involved in ten-fold darknefs, and difco- 
ver no glimmering of common fenfe or reafon. An exact 
account of this conference remains, and may be regarded 
as a great curiofity. The members of the committee, in. 
their reafonings, difcover -judgment, knowledge, elocu- 
tion : Lord Broghil, in particular, exerts himfelf on this 
memorable occafion. But what a contraft, when we pafs 
to the protector's replies ! After fo lingular a manner 
does Nature diftribute her talents, that, in a nation 
abounding with fenfe and learning, a man who, by fuperi- 
or perfonal merit alone, had made his way to fupreme dig- 
nity, and had even obliged the parliament to make him a 
tender of the crown, was yet incapable of expreffing him- 
felf on this occafion, but in a manner which a peafant of 
the moft ordinary capacity would juftly be afhamed of*. 

* We fhall produce any paflage at random : For his difcourfe is alt 
of a piece. l< I conftfs, for it behoves me to deal plainly with you, I 
" muft confefs, I would fay, I hope, I may he underftood in this, for 
" indeed I muft be tender what I fay to fuch an audience as this ; I fav 
" I would he underllood, that in this argument, I do not make parallel 
" betwixt men of a different mind, and a parliament, which fliall have 
" their defires. I know there is no comparifon, nor can it he urged up- \ 
" on me, that my words hav>c the lead colour that way, hecaufc the 
" parliament feeing to give liberty to me to fay any tiling to you; as 
i: that, that is a tender of my humble reafons and judgment and opinion 
" to them; and if I think they are fuch, and will be fuch to them, and 
" afc faithful fcrvants, and will be fo to the fupreme authority, and 
" the legiflatirc wherefocver it is ; If, 1 fay, I fliould not tell yon, know- 
" ing their minds to be fo,I fliould not be faithful, if I lhculd not tell 
11 you fo, to the end you may report it to the parliament ; I fliall fay ' 
" fomething formyfelf, for my own mind, I cfo profefs it, I am not a 
" man fcrupulous about words or names of fuch things I have not ; But 
" as I have the word of God, and I hope I fhall ever have it, for the 
" rule of my confeience, for my informations ; fo truly men that haTC 
" been led ia dark paths, through the providence and difpenfation of 
God ; why furely it is not to be objected to a man ; for who can love 
" to walk hi the dark ? Dut providence docs fo difpofc. And though a, 
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CHAP. The oppofition which Cromwel drended, was not 
LXI. that which came from Lambert and his adherents, whom 

u^-v-««^> he now regarded as capital enemies, and whom he was 
' 6 S7- refolved, on the firfl occafion, to deprive of all power 
and authority : It was that which he met with in his own 
family, and from men, who, by interefl as well as incli- 
nation, were the mod devoted to him. Fleetwood had 
married his daughter : Defborow his filler: Yet thefe 
men, actuated by principle alone, could by no perfunfion, 
artifice, or entreaty, be induced to confent that their 
friend and patron fiiould be inverted with regal dignity, i 
They told him, that if he accepted of the crown, they 
would inflantly throw up their commiflions, and Jiever 
afterwards fhould have ic in their power to ferve him*. 
Colonel Pride procured a petition againfl the office of 
king, figned by a majority of the officers, who were in 
London and the neighbourhood. Several perfons, it is 
faid, had entered into an engagement to murder the pro- 
teftor within a few hoars after he fhould have accepted 
the offer of the parliament. Some hidden mutiny in the 
army was juflly dreaded. And upon the whole, Crom- 

He rejects wel, after the agony and perplexity of long doubt, was at 

«t. lafl obliged to refufe that crown, which the reprefentatives 

of the nation, in the molt folemn manner, had tendered 
to him. Moft Iiiftorians are inclined to blame his choice ; 
but he muft be allowed the beft judge of his own fitua- 
tian. And in fuch complicated fubje£ls, the alteration of 
a very minute circumflance, unknown to the fpectator, 
will often be fufficient to cafl the balance, and render a 
determination, which, in itfelf, may be uneligible, very 
prudent or even abfolutely neceflary to the aftor. 

A drfam or prophecy, lord Clarendon mentions, which 
he affirms (and he mufl have known the truth), was uni- 
verfally talked of almofl from the beginning of the civil 
wars, and long before Cromwel was fo confiderable a 
perfon as to bellow upon it any degree of probability. 

* c man may imp'.itc his own folly r.nd blindnefs to providence finfully, 
" yet it mnft he at my peril ; the cafe may be that it is the providence 
" of Ood that doth Ir>d men in darknefs; I muft need fav, that I have 
■ had a great d-al of experience of providence, and though it is norule 
C1 without ora'fainlr the word, yet it is a very good cxpofitor of the 
" word in many cafes." Conference at Whitehall. The great defeift in 
Oliver's fpe^clv s confifts not in his want of elocution, but in his, want of 
ireas. 7 he fagacity cf his actions and the abfurdity of his difeourfe,form 
the nuift pro<i ijWoiis contra ft that ever was known. The collection of all 
his fpeeches. letters, fermons (for healfo wrote fermons) would make 4 
j>r- at rnrioirty. and, with a few exceptions, might juftly pafs for one of 
the aiuft noiJrnlical books in the world. 

* i hurloe, vol. vi.p 26t. 
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In this prophecy it was foretold, that Cromwel fhould be 
the greatelt man in England, and would nearly, but never 
would fully, mount the throne. Such a prepofl'efhoii pro- 
bably arofe from the heated imagination either of himfelf 
or of his followers ; and as it might be one caufe of the 
great progrefs which he had already made, it is not an un- 
likely reafon which may be afligned for his refufnig at 
this time any farther elevation. 

The parli lment, when the regal dignity was rejected by 
Cromwel, found thcmfelves obliged to retain the name 
of a commonwealth and protector ; and as the govern- 
ment was hitherto a manifeit ufurpation, it was thought 
proper to fanctify it by a feeming choice of the people 
and their reprefentatives. Inftead of their injlrument of 
government, which was the work of the general officers 
alone, humble petition and advice wa,s framed, and offered to 
the protector by the parliament. This was reprefented as 
the great bans of the republican eftablifhment, regulating 
and limiting the powers of each member of the conftitu- 
tion, and fecuring the liberty of the people to the moft 
remote pofteiity. By this deed, the authority of protector 
was in fome particulars enlarged ; In others, it was con- 
fiderably diminiihed. He had the power of nominating his 
fucceflor ; he had a perpetual revenue affigned him, a mil- 
lion a year for the pay of the fleet and army, three hundred 
thoufand pounds for the fupport of civil government ; 
and he had authority to name another houfe, who fhould 
enjoy their feats during life, and exercife fome functions 
of the former houfe of peers. But he abandoned the power 
aflumed in the intervals of parliament, of framing laws 
with the confent of his council ; and he agreed, that no 
members of either houfe fhould be excluded but by the 
confent of that houfe of which they were members. The 
other articles were in the main the fame as in the inftru- 
ment of government. The inftrument of government 
Cromwel had formerly extolled as the molt perfect work 
of human invention : He now reprefented it as a rotten 
plank, upon which no man could truft himfelf without 
finking. Even the humble petition and advice, which he 
extolled in its turn, appeared fo fame and imperfect, 
that ic was found requilite, this very iellion, to mend it 
by a fupplenaent ; and after all, it may be regarded as a 
crude and undigefted model of government. It was, how- 
ever, accepted for the voluntary deed of the whole people 
in the three united nations m t and Cromwel, as if his power 
had j- .ill commenced from this popular confent, was anc w 
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CHAP, inaugurated in Weflminfter Hall, after the molt folemn! 
LXI. and nioit pompous manner. 

LS~Y\J The parliament having adjourned itfelf, the protestor 
June 2*6. deprived Lambert of all his commiffions ; but flill al- 
lowed him a confiderable penfion of 2000 pounds a year, 
as a bribe for his future peaceable deportment. Lambert's 
authority in the army, to the furprife of every body, was 
found immediately to expire with the lofs of his commif- 
fi'on. Packer and fome other officers, whom Cromwel fuf- 
pected, were alfo difplaced. 

Richard, eldeft fon of the protector, was brought to 
court, introduced into public bufinefs, and thenceforth 
regarded by many as his heir in the protectorfhip j though 
Cromwel fometimes employed the grofs artifice of Mat- 
tel ing others with hopes of the fucceffion. Richard was ai 
perfon porTefled of the moft peaceable, inoffenfive, unam- 
bitious character ; and had hitherto lived contentedly in 
the country on a fmall eftatc which his wife had brought 
him. All the activity which he difcovered, and which 
never was great, was however exerted to beneficent pur- 
pofes : At the time of the king's trial, he had fallen on his 
knees before his father, and had conjured him, by every tie 
of duty and humanity, to fpare the life of that monarch. 
Cromwel had two daughters unmarried : One of them he 
now gave in marriage to the grandfon and heir of his great 
friend, the earl of Warwick, with whom he had, in every 
fortune, preferved an uninterrupted intimacy and good 
correfponcknee. The other he married to the vifcount 
Riuconberg, of a family formerly devoted to the royal 
party. He was air bitious of forming connexions with the 
nobility ; and it was one chief motive for his defiring the 
title of king, that he might replace every thing in its na- 
tural order, andreftore to the ancient families, the truft 
and honour of which he now found himfclf obliged, for 
his own fafety, to deprive them. 
i6j8. The parliament was again aflemblcd ; confiding, as in 

the times of monarchy, of two houfes, the commons and 

2cth Jan the other houfe. Cromwel, during the interval, had fent 
writs to his houfe of peers, which confided of fixty mem- 
bers. They were compofed of five or fix ancient peers, 
of feveral gentlemen of fortune snd diftinction, and of 
fome officers who had rifen from the meanelt nations. 
JNIone of the ancient peers, however, though fummoned 
by writ, would deign to accept of a feat, which they muft 
fharc with fuch companions as were afiigned them. The 
protector endeavoured at firft to maintain the appearance 
ef a legal magiftrate. He placed no gv.ard at the door of 
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cither houfe : But foon found how incompatible liberty CHAP, 
is with military ufurpations. By bringing fo great a num- LXL 
ber of his friends and adherents into the other houfe, he l^/VNj 
had loft the majority among the national feprefentatives. l6 ^ 8. 
In confequenCe of a claufe in - the humble petition and ad- 
Vice, the commons aflumed a power of re-admitting thofe 
members whom the counfel had formerly excluded. Sir 
Arthur Hazelfig and fome others, whom Cromwel had 
created lords, rather chofe to take their feat with the com- 
mons. An inconteftible majority now declared themfelves 
againft the protector j and they refufed to acknowledge 
the jurifdidtion of that other houfe which he had eftab- 
lifhed. Even the validity of the humble petition and ad- 
vice was queftioned ; as being voted by a parliament 
which lay under force, and which was deprived, by mi- 
litary violence, of a confiderable number of its members. 
The protector, dreading combinations between' the parlia- 
ment and the malcontents in the army, refolved to allow 
no Icifure for forming any confpiracy againft him ; and, 
with expreffio'ns of great difpleafure, he diffolved the par- 4th Fefe^ 
liament. When urged by Fleetwood and others of his 
friends, not to precipitate himfelf into this rafli meafure, 
he fwore, by the living God, that they fhould not -fit a 
moment longer. 

These diftractions at home were not able to take off 
the protector's attention from foreign affairs ; and in all 
his meafures he proceeded with the fame vigour and en- 
terprife, as if fe'cure of the duty and attachment of the 
three kingdoms. His alliance with Sweden he ft ill fup- 
ported ; and he endeavoured to aflift that cfown in its fuc- 
cefsful entcrprifes, for reducing all its neighbours to fub- 
je£tion, end rendering itfclf abfolute mafter of the Baltic. 
As foon as Spain declared war againft him, he concluded 
a peace and an alliance with France, and united himfelf 
in all his counfels with that potent and ambitious king- 
dom. Spain, having long courted in vairi the friendfhip 
of the fuccefsful ufurper, was reduced at laft to apply to 
the unfortunate prince. Charles formed a league with 
Philip, removed his fmall court to Bruges in the Low 
Countries, and raifed four regiments of his own fubjects, 
whom he employed in the Spanifh fervice. The duke of 
York, who had, with applaufe, ferved fome campaigns 
in the French army, and who had merited the particular 
efteem of marfhal Turenne, now joined his brother, ami 
continued to feck military experience tinder don John ef 
Auftria, and the prince of Conde. 
The fcheme of foreign politics, adooted bv the protec- 
Vol. V. ' - : " • Y j-' \'>- v --- A 
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CHAP, tor, was highly imprudent, but was fuitable to that magna- 
LXI. nimity and enterprife, with which he was fo fignally en- 
k^s^^j dowed. He was particularly defirous of conqueft and do- 
1658. minion on the continent* ; and he fent over into Flanders 
fix thoufand men under Reynolds, who joined the French 
army commanded by Turenne. In the former campaign, 
Mardyke was taken, and put into the hands of the Englifh. 
Early this campaign, fiege was laid to Dunkirk •, and 
when the Spanifh army advanced to relieve it, the com- 
bined armies of France and England marched out of their 
trenches, and fought the battle of the Dunes, where the 
Spaniards were totally defeated-)-. The valour of the Eng- 
lifh was much remarked on this occafion. Dunkirk, being 
Dunkirk fo° n after furrendered, was by agreement delivered to 
taken. Cromwel. He committed the government of that impor- 
tant place to Lockhart, a Scotchman of abilities, who had 
married his niece, and was his ambaflador at the court of 
France. 

This acquifition was regarded by the protector as the 
, means only of obtaining farther advantages. He was re- 
folved to concert meafures with the French court for the 
final conqueft and partition of the Low Countries^. Had 
lie lived much longer, and maintained his authority in 
England, fo chimerical, or rather fo dangerous, a project 
would certainly have been carried into execution. And 
this firft and principal ftep towards more extenfive con- 
queft, which France, during a whole century, has never 
yet been able, by an infinite expence of blood and trea- 
sure, fully to attain, had at once been accomplifhed by 
the enterprifing, though unlkilful, politics of Cromwel. 

* Heafpircd to jjet pofleflion of Elfinoreand the paflage of the Sound. 
See World's Mifuke in Oliver Cromivtl. He alfo endeavoured to get pof- 
fclTion of Bremen. 1 liurloe, vol. vi. p. 478. 

t It was remarked by the faints of that time, that the battle was 
fought on a d.iy which was held for a fafl in London, fo that as Fleet- 
wood faid (Thurloe, vol. vii. p. 159.) while we were praying, they 
were fighting, and the Lord hath given a lignal anfwer. The Lord has 
not only owned us in our work there, but in our waiting upon him in 
away of prayer, which is indeed our old-experienced approved way in 
all (heights and difficulties. Cromwcl's Letter to Blake and Montague, 
his brave admirals, is remarkable for the fame fpirit. Thurloe, vol. iv. 
p. 744. You have, fays hr, as I verily believe and am perfuaded, a 
plentiful flock of prayers going for you daily, fent up by the fobereft 
and mod approved minifiers and Chriftians in this nation, and notwith- 
ftanding fome difcouragements, very much wreflling of faith for you, 
which are to us, and I truft will be to you, matter of great encourage- 
ment. But notwithftanding all this, it will be good for you and us to 
deliver up ourfclves and all our aff.irs to the difpofition of our all-wife 
Father, who not only out of prerogative, but becaufe of his goodnefs, 
wifdom, and truth, ought to be refigned unto by his creatures, efpeci al- 
ly thofe who are children of his begetting through the fpirit, &c. 



• Thurloe, vcd. i. p. 76*. 
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During thefe tranfactions, great demonftrations of mu- CHAP, 
tual friendfliip and regard pafled becween the French king LXI. 
and the protestor, Lord Fauconberg, Cromwel's fon-in- C/VXJ 
law, was difpatched to Louis, then in the camp before 
Dunkirk ; and was received with the regard ufually paid 
to foreign princes by the French court*. Mazarine lent to 
London his nephew Mancini, along with the duke of 
Crequi ; and exprefled his regret, that his urgent affairs 
fhould deprive him of the honour which he had long wifh- 
cd for, of paying, in perfon, his refpe£ls to the greatelt 
man in the world-)-. 

The protestor reaped little fatisfadlion from the fuc- 
cefs of hi* arms abroad : The fituation in which he flood 
at home, kept him in perpetual uneafinefs and inquie- 
tude. His adminiftration, lb expenfive both by military 
enterprifes and fecret intelligence, had exhaufted his re- 
venue, and involved him in a confiderable debt. The roy- 
alifts, he heard, had renewed their confpiracies for a ge- 
neral infurre£tion ; and Ormond was fecretly come over 
with a view of concerting meafures for the execution of 
this project. Lord Fairfax, fir William Waller, and ma- 
ny heads of the prefbyterians, had fecretly entered into 
the engagement. Lven the army was infected with the ge- 
neral fpirit of difcontent ; and fome fudden and dange- 
rous eruption was every moment to be dreaded from it. 
No hopes remained, after his violent breach with the laft 
parliament, that he fhould ever be able to eftabUfh, with 
general confent, a legal fettlement, or temper the military 
with any mixture of civil authority. All his arts and po- 
licy were exhaufted ; and having fo often, by fraud, and 
falfe pretences, deceived every party, and- almoft every in- 
dividual, he could no longer hope, by repeating the fame 
profeflions, to meet with equal confidence and regard. 

However zealous the royalift, their confpiracy took 
not effect : Willis difcovered the whole to the proteftor. 
Ormond was obliged to fly, and he deemed himfelf for-, 
tunate to have efcaped fo vigilant an adminiftration. 
Great numbers were thrown into prifon. A high court of 
juftice was anew erected for the trial of thofe criminals 
whofe guilt was moll apparent. Kotwithftanding the re- 
cognition of his authority by the laft parliament, the pro- 
tector could not as yet truft to an unbiaffed jury. Sir 

• ibid, vol, vii. 151. 15?. 
t In realitv, the cardinal had not entertained fo !ii"h an idea of 
Cromwel. He ufed to f.t\', that he was a fortunate madman. Vie <lc 
Cromwel par Ragncnet. See alfo Carte's CnUcdlion, vol. ii. p. Si. 
Gumb!e's Life of Monk, p 93. World's Miftake in O. Cromwel. 
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{CHAP. Henry Slingfbury, and Dr. Huet, were condemned and 
LXL beheaded. Mordaunt, brother to the earl of Peterborow, 

ky^f\J narrowly cfcaped. The numbers for his condemnation and 
his acquittal were equal ; and juft as the fentence was 
pronounced in his favour, colonel Pride, who was refolved 
to condemn him, came into court. Afliton, Storey,, and 
Beftley, were hanged in different ftreets of the ciiy. 

The confpiracy of the Millenarians in the army (truck 
Cromwel with (till greater apprehenfions. Harrifon and 
the other djfcarded officers of that, party could not remain 
at reft. Stimulated equally by revenge, by ambition, and 
by confcience, they liill harboured in their brsaft fome 
defperate project ; and there wanted not officers in the 
army, who from like motives, were difpofed to fecond 
all their undertakings. The levellers and agitators had 
been encouraged by Cromwel to interpofe with their ad- 
vice in all political deliberations ; and he had even pre- 
tended to honour many of them with his intimate friend- 
fhip, while he conducted his daring tnterprifes againft 
the king and the parliament. It was a ufual practice with 
him, in order to familiarize himfelf the more with the 
agitators, who were commonly corporals or ferjeants, to 
take them to bed with him, and there, after prayers and 
exhortations, to difcufs together their projects and prin T 
ciples, political as well as religious. Having affumed the 
dignity of protector, he excluded them from all his coun- 
cils, and had neither leifure nor inclination to indulge 
them any farther in their wonted familiarities. Among 
thofe who were enraged at this treatment was Sexby ; an 
active agitator, who now employed againft him all that 
refllels induftry which had formerly been exerted in his 
favour. He even went fo far as to enter into a correfpon- 
dence with Spain ; and Cromwel, who knew the dillem- 
persof the army, was juftly afraid of fome mutiny, to 
which a day, an hour, an inftant, might provide leaders. 

Of aflaffinations likewife he was apprehenfive, from the 
zealous fpirit which actuated the foldiers. Sindercome 
had undertaken to murder him ; and, by the moft unac- 
countable accidents, had often been prevented from exe- 
cuting his bloody purpofe. His defign was difcovered ; 
but the protector could never find the bottom of the en- 
terprife, nor detect any of his accomplices. He was tried 
by a jury ; and notwithstanding the general odium attend- 
ing that crime, notwithftanding the clear and full proof of 
his guilt, fo little conviction prevailed of the protector's 
fight to the fupreme government, it was with the utmoft 
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difficulty* that this confpirator was condemned. When CHAP, 
every thing was prepared for his execution, he was fwund LXI. 
dead; from poifon, as is fuppofed, which he had volunta- {y~Y\J 
rily taken, w6s$. 

The protector might better have fupported thofe fears 
and apprehenfions which the public diftempers occafion- 
ed, had he enjoyed any domeftic fatisfaction, or poffeffed 
any cordial friend .of his own family, in whofe bofom he 
could fafely have unloaded his anxious and corroding 
cares. But Fleetwood, his fun-in- law, actuated by tin 
wildeft zeal, began to eftrange himfelf from him; and was 
enraged to difcover that Cromwel, in all his enterprifes, 
had entertained views of his own grandeur, mor^ than of 
encouraging piety and religion, of which he made fuch 
fervent profeflions. His elded daughter, married to Fleet- 
wood, had adopted republican principles fo vehement, 
that {he could not with patience behold power lodged in ;i 
fingle perfo.n, even in her indulgent father. His other 
daughters were no lefs prejudiced in favour of the royal 
caufe, and regretted the violences and iniquities into which 
they thought, their family had fo unhappily been tranf- 
ported. Above all, the ficknefsof Mrs. Claypole, his pe- 
culiar favourite, a lady endued with many humane virtues 
and amiable accomplishments, deprefied his anxious mind, 
and poifoned all his enjoyments. She had entertained a 
high regard for Dr. Huet, lately executed ; and being re- 
fused his pardon, the melancholy of her temper, increaf- 
ed by her diftempered body, had prompted her to lament 
to her father all his fanguinary meafures, and urge him 
to compunction for thofe heinous crimes into which his 
fatal ambition had betrayed him. Her death, which fol- 
lowed foon after, gave new edge to every word which Qx 
had uttered. 

All compofure of mind was now for ever fled from 
the protector : He felt that the grandeur which he had 
attained with fo much guilt and courage, could not enfure 
him that tranquillity which it belongs to virtue alone, and 
moderation, fully to afcertain. Overwhelmed with the 
load of public affairs, dreading perpetually fome fatal ac- 
cident in his diftempered government, feeing nothing 
around him but treacherous friends or enraged enemies, 
poffefling the confidence of no party, refting his title on 
no principle, civil or religious, he found his power to de- 
pend on fo delicate a poife of factions and interefts, as the 
fmalleft event was able, without any preparation, in a 
moment to overturn. Death too, which, with fuch figna! 

* Thurloe, vol. vi. p o 
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CHAP, intrepidity he had braved in the field, being inceflantly 
LXL thcatened by the poinards of fanatical or interefted afiaf- 

L/'\~\J fins, was ever prefent to his terrified apprehenfion, and 
1 ? haunted him in every fcene of bufinefs or repofe. Each 
' action of his life betrayed the terrors under which he la- 
boured. The afpect of ftrangers was uneafy to him: With 
a piercing and anxious eye he furveyed every face to which 
he was not ehiily accultomed. He never moved a ftep 
without ftrong guards attending him : He wore armour 
under his clothes, and farther fecured himfelf by offen- 
uve weapons, a fword, falchion, and piftols, which he al- 
ways carried about him. He returned from no place by 
the direct road, or by the fame way which he went. Every 
journey he performed with hurry and precipitation. Sel- 
dom he flept above three nights together in the fame cham- 
ber : and he never let it be known beforehand what 
chamber he intended to choofe, nor entrufted himfelf in 
any which was not provided with back doors, at which 
centinels were carefully placed. Society terrified him, 
while he reflected on his numerous, unknown, and impla- 
cable enemies : Solitude altonifhed him, by withdrawing 
that protection which he found fo neceflary for his fe- 
curity. 

,'Sicknefs cf Hjs body alfo, from the contagion of his anxious mind, 
theproteo began tQ beaffe a e d: and his health feemed fenfibly to 
decline. He was feized with a flow fever, which changed 
into a tertian ague. For the fpace of a week, no danger- 
ous fymptoms appeared ; and in the intervals of the fits 
he was able to walk abroad. At length the fever increaf- 
ed, and he himfelf began to entertain fome thoughts of 
death, and to caft his eye towards that future exiftence, 
whofe idea had once been intimately prefent to him ; tho' 
fince, in the hurry of affairs, and in the fhockof wars and 
factions, it had, no doubt, been confiderably obliterated. 
He afked Goodwin, one of his preachers, if the doctrine 
were true, that the elect could never fall or fuller a final 
reprobation. " Nothing more certain," replied the preach- 
" er. Then I am fafe,'' faid the protector : "For I am 
" fure that once I was in a ftate of grace/' 

His phyficians were fenfible of the perilous condition 
to which his diftemper had reduced him : But his chap- 
lain, by their prayers, vifions, and revelations, fo buoyed 
up his hopes, that he began to believe his life out of dan- 
ger. A favourable anfwer, it was pretended, had been re- 
turned by heaven to the petitions of all the godly ; and he 
relied on their afleverations much more than on the opini- 
on of the moft experienced phyficians. " I tell you," he 
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" cried with confidence to the latter, I tell you, I {hall C HAP. 
" not die of this diftemper : I am well aflured of my re- LXI. 
" covery. It is promifed by the Lord, not only to my l/VV 
" fupplications, but to thofe of men who hold aftricter l ° s ".- 
" commerce and more intimate correfpondence with him. 
" Ye may have (kill in your profeffion ; but nature can 
" do more than all the phyficians in the world, and God 
" is far above nature*." Nay, to fuch a degree of mad- 
nefs did their enthufiaftic affurances mount, that, upon a 
faft day, which was obferred on his account both at Hamp- 
ton Court and at Whitehall, they did not fo much pray 
for his health, as give thanks for the undoubted pledges 
which they had received of his recovery. He himfelf was 
overheard offering up his addreffes to heaven ; and fo far 
had the illufions of fanaticifm prevailed over the phineft 
dictates of natural morality, that he affumed more the 
character of a mediator, in interceding for his people, 
than that of a criminal, whofe atrocious violation of focial 
duty had, from every tribunal, human and divine, meri- 
ted the fevereft vengeance. 

Meanwhile all the fymptoms began to wear a more 
fatal afpe£t ; and the phyficians were obliged to break fi- 
lence, and to declare, that the protector could not furvive 
the next fit with which he was threatened. The council 
was alarmed. A deputation was fent to know his will with 
regard to his fucceffor. His fenfes were gone, and he 
could not now exprefs his intentions. They afked him 
whether he did not mean that his eldeft fon, Richard, 
fhould fucceed him in the protectorfhip. A fimple affirma- 
tive was, or feemed to be, extorted from him. Soon after, 
on the 3d of September, that very day which he had al- 
ways confidered as the molt fortunate for him, he expired. His death, 
A violent tempeft, which immediately fucceeded his 
death, ferved as a fubject of difcourfe to the vulgar. His 
partifans, as well as his enemies, were fond of remarking 
this event ; and each of them endeavoured, by iorccd in- 
ferences, to interpret it as a confirmation of their particu- 
lar prejudices. 

The writers, attached to the memory of this wonder- and ciii ~ 

. . ... racle 

ful perfon, make his character, with regard to abilities, 
bear the air of the mod extravagant panegyric : His ene- 
mies form fuch a reprefentation of his moral qualities as 
refembles the moft virulent invective. Both of them, it 
muft be conferled, are fupported by fuch flriking circum- 
ftances in his conduct and fortune as beftow on their re- 
prefentation a great air of probability. '« What can be 



* Bates: See alfo Thurloe, vol. vii. p. 355. 416. 
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CHAP. more extraordifiary," it is faid *, " than that a perfon of" 
LXI. " private birth and education, no fortune, no eminent 

L^Y'v 1 " qualities of body, which have fometimes, nor fhining 
j\?8. « talents of mind, which have often raifcd rfien to the 
" highefl dignities, fhould have the courage to attempt, 
'* and the abilities to execute, fo great a defign as the fub- 
f* verting one of the mod ancient and belt eftablifhed 
" monarchies in the world ? That he mould have the 1 
** power and boldnefs to put his prince and mafter to an 
" open and infamous death ? Should banifh that nume- 
" rous and ftrongly allied family ? Cover all thefe teme- 
" rities under a feeming obedience to a parliament, in 
'« whofe fervicehe pretended to be retained ? Trample too' 
" upon that parliament in their turn, and fcornfully expel 
" them as foon as they gave him ground of diflatisfacTion ? 
" Ere£t in their place the dominion of the faints, and 
give reality to the moll vifionary idea, which the heat- 
" ed imagination of any fanatic was ever able to enter- 
" tain ? Supprefs again that monfter in its infancy, and" 
" openly fet up himfelf above all things that ever were 
" called fovereign in England ? Overcome firft all his 
" enemies by arms, and all his friends afterwards by arti- 
u fice ? Serve all parties patiently for a while, and com- 
" mand them viclorioufly at lad ? Overrun each corner 
" of the three nations, and fubdue with equal facility, 
" both the riches of the fouth, and the poverty of the 
" north ? Be feared and courted by all foreign prin- 
" ces, and be adopted a brother to the gods of the earth ? 
*' Call together parliaments with a word of his pen, and 
" fcatter them again with the breath of his mouth ? Re- 
*.? duce to fubjeftion a warlike and difcontented nation, 
" by means of a mutinous army ? Command a mutinous 
*• army by means of feditious and factious officers ? Be 
•« humbly and daily petitioned, that he would be pleafed, 
" at the rate of millions a year, to be hired as mafter of 
" thofe who had hired him before to be their fervant ? 
" Have the eftates and lives of three nations as much at 
«' his difpofal as was once the little inheritance of his fa- 
*' ther, and be as noble and liberal in the fpending of 
u tliem ? And laftly (for there is no end of enumerating 
u every particular of his glory) with one word, bequeath 
" all this power and fplendour to his pofterity ? Die pof- 
11 fefled of peace at home, and triumph abroad ? Be buri- 
" ed among kings, and with more than regal folemnity ? 
* ( and leave a name behind him not to be extinguiihed 

* Cowley's Difcourfo: This paiTage is altered in fome particular! 
from the original, 
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Ci but with the whole world ; which as it was too little C H A P, 
*' for his praife, fo might it have been for his conquefts, LX1. 

if the fliort line of his mortal life could have ftrelched {SV^sJ 
*' out to the extent of his immortal defigns ?" ,(, -S". 

My intention is not to disfigure this pifture, drawn by 
fo mafterly a hand : I (hall only endeavour to remove 
from it fomewhat of the marvellous ; a circumftancc 
which, on all occafions, gives much ground for doubt and 
fufpicion. It feems to me, that the circumftance of Crom- 
we-i's life, in which his abilities are principally difcovered, 
is his rifing from a private ftation, in oppolition to fo many 
rivals, fo much advanced before him, to a high command 
and authority in the army. His great courage, his fignal 
military talents, his eminent dexterity and addrefs, were 
all requifite for this important acquisition. Yet will not 
this promotion appear the effect of fupernatural abilities, 
when we confider, that Fairfax himfelf, a private gentle- 
man, who had not the advantage of a feat in parliament, 
had, through the fame fteps, attained even a fuperior rank, 
and, if endued wich common capacity and penetration, 
had been able to retain it. To incite fuch an army to re- 
bellion againft che parliament, required no uncommon art 
or indultry : To have kept them in obedience had been 
the more difficult enterprife. When che breach was once 
formed between the military and civil powers, a fupreme 
and abfolute authority, from that moment, is devolved on 
the general ; and if he be afterwards pleafed to employ 
artifice or policy, it may be regarded, on mod occafions, 
as great condefcenfion, if not as fuperfluous caution. 
That Cromwel was ever able really to blind or over-reach 
either the king or the republicans, does not appear : As 
they pofiefled no means of refifting the force under his 
command, they were glad to temporife with him, and, by 
feerning to be deceived, wait for opportunities of freeing 
themfelves from his dominion. If he feduced the military 
fanatics, it is to be confidered, that their interefts and his 
evidently concurred, that their ignorance and low educa- 
tion expofed them to the grofieft impofition, and that he 
himfelf was at bottom as frantic an enthuliaft as the worft 
of them, and, in order to obtain their confidence, needed 
but to difplay thofe vulgar and ridiculous habits, which 
he had early acquired, and on which he fet fo high a va- 
lue. An army is fo forcible, and at the fame time fo coarfe 
a weapon, that any hand, which wields it, may, without 
much dexterity, perform any operation, and attain any a£» 
cendant, in human fociety. 
' Vol. V. Z z 
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CHAP. The domeftic adminiftration of Cromwel, thought it 
LXI. dilcovers great abilities, was conduced without any plan 

(yY>J either of liberty or arbitrary power : Perhaps, his difHr 
^58. cu lt fituation admitted of neither. His foreign enterprifes, 
though full of intrepidity were pernicious to national in- 
tereft, and feem more the refult of impetuous fury or nnr.- 
ro'.v prejudice?; than of cool forefight and deliberation. 
An eminent perfonage, however, he was in many refpects, 
irA even a fuperior genius ; but unequal and irregular 
in his operations. And though not defective in any ta- 
lent, except that of elocution, the abilities, which in h:m 
were mod admirable, and which moft contributed to his 
marvellous fuccefs, were the magnanimous refolution qf 
his enterprifes, and his peculiar dexterity in difcovering 
the characters, and practifmg on the weakness of man- 
kind. 

If we furvcy the moral character of Cromwel with 
that indulgence which is due to the blindnefs and infirmi- 
ties cf the human fpecies, we (hall not be inclined to load 
his memory with fuch violent reproaches as thofe which 
his enemies ufually throw upon it. Amidft the paflions 
iind prejudices of that period, that he fliould prefer the 
parliamentary to the royal caufe, will not appear extraor- 
dinary ; tince, even at prefent, fome men of fenfe and 
knowledge are difpofed to think that the queftion, with re- 
gard to the juftice cf the quarrel, may be regarded as 
doubtful and uncertain. The murder of the king, the 
mod atrocious of all his actions, was to him covered un- 
der a mighty cloud of republican and fanatical illufions ; 
and it is not impomble, but he might believe it, as many 
others did, the moft meritorious action that he could per- 
form. His fubfequent ufurpation was the effect of necef- 
fity, as well as of ambition ; nor is it eafy to fee, how the 
various factions could at that time have been retrained, 
without a mixture of military and arbitrary authority. 
The private deportment of Cromwel, as a fon, a hu(band, 
a father, a friend, is expofed to no confiderable cenfurc, 
if it does not rather merit praife. And. upon the whole, 
his character does not appear more extraordinary and un- 
ufual by the mixture of fo much abfurdity with fo much 
penetration, than by his tempering fuch violent ambition 
and fuch enraged fanaticifm with fo much regard to juftice 
and humanity. 

Cromwel was in the fifty-ninth year of his age when 
be died. He was of a robuft frame of body, and qf a manly, 
though not of an agreeable afpect. He left only two fons, 
Richard and Henry j and three daughters 5 one manied 
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to general Fleetwood, another to lord Fauconberg, a tliird CHAP, 
to lord Rich. His father died when he was young. His LXI. 
mother lived till after he was protedlor ; and, contrary to {S*Y\J 
her orders, he buried her with great pomp in Weitmin- ^ 
fter Abbey. She could not be perfuaded that his power 
or perfon was ever in fafety. At every noife which lhe 
heard, lhe exclaimed, that her fon was murdered ; and 
•was never fatisfied that he was alive, if lhe did not receive 
frequent vifits from him. She was a decent woman ; and, 
by her frugality and induftry, had raifed and educated a 
numerous family upon a fmall fortune. She had even 
been obliged to fet up a brewery at Huntingdon, which 
{he managed to good advantage. Hence Cromwel, in the 
invectives of that age, is often ftigmatifed with the name 
©f the brewer. Ludlow, by way of inluk, mentions the 
great accelTion, which he would receive to his royal reve- 
nues upon his mother's death, who pofleffed a jointure of 
fixcy pounds a year upon his eftate. She was of a good 
family, of the name of Stuart ; remotely allied, as is bj 
fame fuppofed, to the royal family. 
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CH At*. A LL the arts of Cromwel's policy had been fo often 
I2K.il. _/jL praclifed, that they began to lofe their effect ; and 

{_^-y-^j his power, infiead of being confirmed by time and fuc- 
1638, cefs, feemed every day to become more uncertain and 
precarious. His friends the moft clofely connected with 
him, and his counfellors the moft trufted, were entering 
into cabals againft his authority ; and, with all his pene- 
tration into the characters of men, he could not find any 
minifters on whom he could rely. Men of probity and 
honour, he knew, would not fubmit to be the inftruments 
of an ufurpation violent and illegal : Thofe who were 
free from the reftraint of principle, might betray, from 
intereft, that caufe, in which, from no better motives, 
they had inlifted themfelves. Even thofe on whom he 
conferred any favour, never deemed the recompense an 
equivalent for the facrifices which they made to obtain 
it : Whoever was refufed any demand, juftified his anger 
by the fpecious colours of confeience and of duty. Such 
difficulties furrounded the protector, that his dying at fo 
critical a tinje, is efteemed by many the molt fortunate 
circumftance that ever attended him; and it was thought, 
that all his courage and dexterity could not much longer 
have extended his ufurped adminiftration. 

But when that potent hand was removed, which con- 
ducted the government, every one expected a fudden 
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diftolinion of the unwieldy and ill-jointed f.ibric. Rich- 
ard, a young man of no experience, educated in the coun- 
try, accuftomed to a retired life, unacquainted with the 
officers, and unknown to them, recommended by no mili- 
tary explorts, endeared by no familiarities, could not long, 
it was thought, maintain that authority, which his father 
hid acquired by fo many valorous atchievements and fuch 
fignal fuccefles. And when it was obferved, that he pof- 
fefled only the virtues of private life, which in his fitua- 
tioTi were fo many vices ; that indolence, incapacity, ir- 
refolution, attended his facility and good nature ; the vari- 
ous hopes of men were excited by the expectation of fome 
gTeat event or revolution. For fome time, however, the 
public was difappointed in this opinion. The council re- 
cognifed the fucceflion of Richard : Fleetwood, in whofe 
favour, it was fuppofed, Cromwel had formely made a 
will, renounced all claim or pretenfion to the protector- 
fliip ; Henry, Richard's brother, who governed Ireland 
with popularity, enfuied him the obedience of that king- 
dom Monk, whofe authority was well eftablifhed in 
Scotland, being much attached to the family of Cromwel, 
immediately proclaimed the new protector : The army, 
every where, the fleet, acknowledge his title : Above 
ninety addreffes, from the counties and molt confiderable 
corporations, congratulated him on his acceffion, in all 
the terms of dutiful allegiance. Foreign minftiers were for- 
ward in paying him the ufual compliments: And Rich- 
ard whofe moderate, unambitious character never would 
have led him to contend for empire, was tempted to ac- 
cept of fo rich an inheritance, which feemed to be ten- 
dered to him by the confent of all mankind. 

It was found necefiary to call a parliament, in order 
to furnifh fupplies, both fortlie ordinary adminiftration, 
and for fulfilling thofe engagements with foreign princes, 
particularly Sweden, into wliich the late prote£tor had 
entered. In hopes of obtaining greater influence in elec- 
tions, the ancient right was reftored to all the fmall 
boroughs ; and the counties were allowed no more than 
their ufual members. The houfc of peers, or the other 
houfe, confided of the fame perfons that had been ap- 
pointed by Oliver. 

All the commons, at firft, figned, without hefitation, 
an engagement not to alter the prefent government. They 
next proceeded to examine the humble petition and advice ; 
and after great oppofition and many vehement debates, it 
was at length, with much difficulty, carried by the court- 
party to confirm it. An acknowledgment too of the au« 
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GHAP. thority of the other houfe was extorted from them j 
LXII. though it was refolved not to treat this houfe of peers 
t^fW with any greater refpeet than they fhould return to the 
ir ->S9- commons. A declaration was alfo made, that the cflablifh- 
ment of the other houfe fhould no wife prejudice the 
right of fuch of the ancient peers as had, from the begin- 
ning of the war, adhered to the parliament. But in all 
tliefe proceedings, the oppofition among the commons 
was fo confiderable, and the debates were fo much pro- 
longed, that all bufinefs was retarded, and great alarm 
given to the partifans of the young protector. 

But there was another quarter from which greater 
dangers v. ere jultly apprehended. The mod confiderable 
officers of the army, and even Fleetwood, brother-in-law 
to the protector, were entering into cabals againft him. 
Ko character in human fociety is more dangerous than 
that of the fanatic ; becaufe, if attended with weak judg- 
ment, he is expofed to the fuggeftions of others ; if fup- 
ported by more difcernment, he is entirely governed by 
his own iliufions, which fanctify his moll felnffi views 
and paffions. Fleetwood was of the former fpecies ; and 
as he was extremely addicted to a republic, and even to 
the fifth monarchy or dominion of the faints, it was eafy 
for thofe, who had infinuated themfelves into his confi- 
dence, to inftil difgufts againft the dignity of protector. 
The whole republican party in the army, which was ftill 
confiderable, Fitz, Mafon,Mofs, Farley, united themfelves 
to that general. The officers too of the fame party, whom 
Cromwel had difcarded, Overton, Ludlow, Rich, Okey, 
Aimed, began to appear, and to recover that authority, 
which had been only for a time fufpended. A party like- 
wife, who found themfelves eclipfed in Richard s favour, 
Sydenham, Kelfey, Berry, Haines, joined the cabal of the" 
others. Even Defborow, the protector's uncle, lent his 
authority to that faction. But, above all, the intrigues cf 
Lambert, who was now roufed from his retreat, inflamed 
all thofe dangerous humours, and threatened the nation 
with fome great convulfion. The discontented officers 
cftablifhed their meetings in Fleetwood's apartments ; and 
becaufe he dwelt in Wallingford-houfe, the party receiv- 
ed a denomination from that place. 
*;^b:'l of Richard, who pofieficd neither refolution nor pene- 
Walling- tration, was prevailed on to give an unguarded confent for 
calling a general council of officers, who might make him 
propofals, as they pretended, for the good of the army. 
No fooner were they aflcmblcd than they voted a remon. 
(trance. They there lamented, that the good »!d caiife,z$ 
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they termed it, that is, the caufe for which they had en- CH A p. 
gaged againft the late king, was entirely neglected : and LXII. 
they propoftd as a remedy, that the whole military power {^Y\J 
.fhould be entruffed to fome perfon, in whom they might 1 
all confide. The city militia, influenced by two aldermen, 
Tishburn and Ireton, exprefled the fame reiblution of 
adhering to the good old caufe. 

The protector was juitly alarmed at thofe movements 
among the officers. The perfons in whom he chiefly con- 
fided, were, all of them, excepting Broghill, men of civil 
characters and profeffious ; Fienne?, Thurloe, Whitlocke 
Wolfcley ; who could only affifl him with their advice 
ajid opinion. He poflefled none of thofe arts which were 
proper to gain an enthufiaftic army. Murmurs being 
thrown out againft fome promotions which he had made, 
Would you have me, faid he, prefer none bift the godly P Here 
is Dick Ingoldjby, continued he, who can Neither pray nor 
preach ; yet •will Itrujl him before ye all*. This imprudence 
gave great offence to the pretended faints. 1 he other 
qualities of the protector were correfpondent to thefe fen- 
timents : He was of a gentle, humane, and generous dif- 
pofition. Some of his party offering to put an end to thofe 
intrigues by the death of Lambert, he declared that he 
would not purchafe power or dominion by fuch fanguv- 
nary meafures. 

The parliament was no lefs alarmed at the military 
cabals. They voted that there fhouUl be no meeting or 
general council of officers, except with the protector's 
confent, or by his orders. This vote brought affairs im- 
mediately to a rupture. The officers haftened to Richard, 
and demanded of him the diflblution of the parliament. 
Defborow, a man of a clownifh and brutal nature, threat- 
ened him, if he fhould refufe compliance. The protector 
wanted the refolution to deny, and pofiefTed little ability 
tp refift. The parliament was diffolved : and by the fame 
act, the protector was by every one, confidered as effec- 
tually dethroned. Soon after, he figned his demifiion in 
form. 

Henry, the deputy of Ireland, was endowed with the April n. 
fame moderate difpofition as Richard ; but as he poffeffed 
more vigour and capacity, it was apprehended that he p 
might make refiftance. His popularity in Ireland was 
great ; and even his perfonal authority, notwithstanding 
his youth, was c®nfiderable. Had his ambition been very 
sager, he hadj no doubt, been able to create difturbance? 
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CHAP. But being threatened by fir Hardrefs Waller, colonel John 
LXII. Jones, and other officers, he very quietly refigned his com- 
mand,and retired to England. He had once entertained 
* 6 J9- thoughts, which he had not refolution to execute, of prow 
i claiming the king in Dublin*. 

Thus fell fuddenly, and from an enomous height, but 
by a r^re fortune, without any hurt or injury, the family 
of the Cromwels. Richard continued to poflefs an cftate 
which was moderate, and burthened too with a large debt, 
which he had contra&ed for the interment of his father. 
After the reftoration, though he remained unmolefted, he 
thought proper to travel for fome years ; and at Pezenas 
in Languedoc he was introduced, under a borrowed name, 
to the prince of Conti. That prince talking of Englifh af- 
fairs, broke cut into admiration of Cromwel's courage 
und capacity. " But as for that poor pitiful fellow, Rich- 
" ard," faid he, " what has become of him ? How could 
" he be fuch a blockhead as to reap no greater benefit 
" from all his father's crimes and iucceffes ?" Richard 
extended his peaceful and quiet life to an extreme old age, 
and died not till the latter end of queen Anne's reign. 
His focial virtues, more valuable than the greateft capa- 
city, met with a rccompenfe, more precious than noify 
fame, and more fuitable, contentment and tranquillity. 

The council of officers, now poffefled of fupreme au- 
thority, deliberated what form of government they fhould 
tftablilh. Many of them feemed inclined to exercife the 
power of the fword in the moft open manner j but as it 
was apprehended that the people would with great diffi- 
culty be induced to pay taxes, levied by arbitrary will and 
pleafure ; it was agreed to preferve the fhadow of civil ad- 
miniftration, and to revive the long parliament, which had 
been expelled by Cromwel. That affembly could not be 
diflblved, it was 2fferted, but by their own confent ; and 
violence had interrupted, but was not able to deftroy their 
right to government. The officers alfo expecled that, as 
thefe members had fufficiently felt their own weaknefs, 
they would be contented to aft in fubordination to the 
military commanders, and would thenceforth allow all the 
authority to remain where the power was fo vifibly veiled. 

TflE officers applied to Lenthal, the fpeaker, and pro- 
pofed to him, that the parliament fhould refume their 
feats. Lenthal was of a low, timid fpirit ; and being un- 
certain what iflue might attend thefe meafures, was de- 
fircus of evading the propofal. He replied, that he could 
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by no means comply with the defire of the officers •, being 
engaged in a bufinefs of far greater importance to himfelf, 
which he could not omit on any account, becaufe it con- 
cerned the falvation of his own foul. The officers prefied 
Kim to tell what it might be. He was preparing, he faid, to 
participate of the Lord's fupper, which he refolved to take 
next Sabbath. They infilled, that mercy was preferable 
to facrifice, and that he could not better prepare himfelf 
for that great duty, than by contributing to the public fer- 
vice. All their remonllrances had no effect. However, 
on the appointed day, the fpeaker, being informed that a 
quorum of the houfe was likely to meet, thought pro- 
per, notwithftanding the falvation of his foul, as Ludlow 
obferves, to join them j and the houfe immediately pro- 
ceeded upon bufinefs. The fecluded members attempted, 
but in vain, to refume their feats'among them. 

The numbers of this parliament were fmall, little ex- 
ceeding feventy members : Their authority in the nation 
ever fince they had been purged by the army, was ex- 
tremely diminilhed ; and after their expulfion, had been 
totally annihilated ! But being all of them men of violent 
ambition ; fome of them men of experience and capacity ; 
they were refolved, fince they enjoyed the title of the fu~ 
preme authority, and obferved that fome appearance of a 
parliament was requifite for the purpofes of the army, not 
to aft a fubordinate part to thofe who acknowledge them- 
felves their fervants, They chofe a council, in which they 
took care that the officers of Wallingford-houfe mould not 
be the majority : They appointed Fleetwood lieutenant 
general, but inffefted in his commiffion, that it fhould on- 
ly continue during the pleafure of the houfe : They chofe 
feven pevfons, who fhould nominate to fuch commands 
as became vacant : and they Voted, that all commifTions 
lhould be received from the fpeaker, and be affigned by 
him in the name of the houfe. Thefe precautions, the ten- 
dency of which was viiible, gave greac difgult to the gene- 
ral officers ; and their dilcontent would immediately have 
broken out into fome refolution fatal to the parliament, 
had it not been checked by the apprehenfions of danger 
from the common enemy. 

The bulk of the nation confifted of royalifts and pref- 
byterians ; and to both thefe parties the dominion of the 
pretended parliament had ever been to the laft degree 
odious. When that aflembly Was expelled by Cromwel, 
contempt had fucceeded to hatred •, and no referve had 
been ufed in exprefling the utmoft derifion againft the im- 
potent ambition of thefe ufurpers. Seeing them reinftawd 
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CHAP, in authority, all orders of men felt the higheft indignation} 
LXII. together with apprehensions, left fuch tyrannical rulers 

0"VAJ ihould exert their power by taking vengeance upon their 
l6 59- enemies, who had fo openly infulted them. A fecret re-i 
conciliation, therefore, was made between the rival par- 
ties 5 and it was agreed, that, burying former enmities in 
oblivion, all efforts fhould be ufed for the overthrow of the 
rump ; fo they called the parliament, in allufion to that 
part of the animal ' body. The prefbyterians, fenfible, 
from experience, that their paflion for liberty, however 
laudable, had carried them into unwarrantable excefles, 
were willing to lay afide ancient jealoufies, and, at all 
hazards, to reftore the royal family. The nobility, the gen- 
try bent their paffionate endeavours to the fame enter- 
prife, by which alone they could be redeemed from flave- 
ry. And no man was fo remote from party, fo indifferent 
to public good, as not to feel the moft ardent withes for 
the diffolution of that tyranny which, whether the civil or 
the military part of it were cor.fidered, appeared equally 
oppreffive and ruinous to the nation. 

Conipiracy Mordaunt, who had fo narrowly efcaped on his trial 

"lifts' r0> " before the high- court of juftice, feemed rather animated 
than daunted with pail danger ; and having, by his refo- 
lute behaviour, obtained the higheft confidence of the royal 
party, he was now become the centreof all theirconfpiracies. 
In many counties, a refolution was taken to rife in arms. 
Lord Willoughby ofParham and fir Horatio Townfend, 
undertook to fecure Lynne ; general Maffey engaged to 
feize Gloucefter : Lord Newport, Littleton, and other 
jTcntlemen, confpired to take poffeffton of Shrewsbury ; 
fir George Booth of Chefter; fir Thomas Middleton of 
North-Wales •, Arundel, Pollar, Granville, Trelawney, of 
Plymouth and Exeter. A day was appointed for the exe- 
cution of all thefe cnterprifes. And the king, attended by 
•the duke of York, had fecretly arrived at Calais, with a 
refolution of putting himfelf at the head of his loyal fub- 
jects. 'J he French court had promifed to fupply him with 
a fmallbody of forces, in order to countenance the infur- 
redtions of the Englifh. 

Tins combination was difconcerted by the infidelity of 
fir Richard Willis. That traitor continued with the par- 
liament the fame correfpondence which he had begun with 
Croniwel. He had engaged to reveal all confpiracies, fo 
far as to deftroy their effecl ; but referved to himfelf, if 
lie pleafed, the power of concealing the confpirators. He 
took care never to name any of the old, genuine cava- 
liers, who had zealoufly adhered, and were refolved ftill 
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to adhere, to the royal caufe in every fortune. Thefe men CHAP, 
he efteemed ; thefe he even loved. He betrayed only the LXII. 
new converts among the prefbyterians, or fuch lukewarm v -*— v-*-* 
royalifts, as, difcouraged with their difappointments, were l6j9 ' 
refolved to expofe themfelves to no more hazards. A live- 
ly proof how impoffible it is, even for the moft corrupted 
minds, to diveft themfelves of all regard to morality and 
focial duty ! 

Ma\y of die confpirators in the different counties Tu l v . 
were thrown into prifon : Others aftoniflied at fuch fymp- 
toms of fecret treachery, left their houfes, or remained 
quiet : J he moft tempeftuous weather prevailed during 
the whole time appointed for the rendezvoufes ; infomuch 
that fome found it impoffible to join their friends, and 
others were difmayed with fear and fuperftition at an 
incident fo unufual during the furfimer feafon. Of all the 
projects, the only one which took effect was that of fir 
George Booth for the feizing of Chefter. The earl of 
Derby, lord Herbert of Cherbury, Mr. Lee, colonel 
Morgan, entered into this enterprise. Sir "William Mid- 
dleton joined Booth with fome troops from North- Wales j 
and the malcontents were powerful enough to fubdue all 
in that neighbourhood who ventured to oppofe them. In 
their declaration they made no mention of the king : They 
only demanded a free and full parliament. 

The parliament was juftly alarmed. How combuftible 
the materials, they well knew ; and the fire was now fal- 
len among them. Booth was of a family eminently prcf- 
byterian ; and his conjunction with the royalifts they re- 
garded as a dangerous fymptom. They had many officers 
whofe fidelity they could more depend on than that of 
Lambert : But there was no one in whofe vigilance and 
capacity they repofed fuch confidence. They commifiion- 
ed him to fupprefs the rebels. He made incredible hafte. 
Booth imprudently ventured himfelf out of the walls of 
Chefter, and expofed, in the open field, his raw troops 
againft thefe hardy veterans. He was foon routed and ta- ^ a^J 
ken prifoner. His whole army was difperfed. And the 
parliament had no farther occupation than to fiil all the 
jails with their open or fecret enemies. Defigns were even 
entertained of tranfporting the loyal families to Barba- 
does, Jamaica, and the other colonies ; left they fhould 
propagate in England children of the fame malignant af- 
fections with themfelves. 

This fuccefs haftened the ruin of the parliament. Lam- 
bert, at the head of a body of troops, was no lefs dancer- 
pus to them ilun Booth. A thcufand pounds, which they 
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CHAP, fent him to buy a jewel, were employed by him in liber- 
LXII. alities to his officers. At his inrtigation they drew up a pe- 
tition, and tranfmitted it to Fleetwood, a weak man, and 
l'*''' an honeft, if fincerity in folly deferve that honourable 
name. The import of this petition was, that Fleetwood 
ihould be made commander in chief, Lambert major-ge- 
neral, Defborow lieutenant-general of the horfe, Monk 
major-general of the foot. To which a demand was ad- 
ded, that no officer ihould be difmiffed from his command 
but by a court-martial, 

The parliament, alarmed at the danger, immediately 
cafhiered Lambert, Defborow, Berry, Clarke, Barrow, 
Kelfey, Cobbet. Sir Arthur Hazelrig propofed the im- 
peachment of Lambert for high treafon. Fleetwood's com- 
miffion was vacated, and the command of the army was 
vefted in feven perfons, of whom that general was one. 
The parliament voted, that they would have no more ge- 
neral officers. And they declared it high treafon to levy 
any money without confent of parliament. 

But thefe votes were feeble weapons in oppofition to 
the fwords of the foldiery. Lambert drew fome troops toge-r 
ther, in order to decide the controverfy. Okey, who was 
leading his regiment to the affiftance of the parliament, 
was deferted by them. Morley and Mofs brought their 
regiments into Palace-yard, refolute to oppofe the violence 
13th 0&. ef Lambert. But that artful general knew an eafy way of 
difappointing them. He placed his foldiers in the ftreets 
parliament which lead to Weftminfter-hall. "When the fpeaker came 
fipclkd. in his coach, he ordered, the horfes to be turned, and very 
civilly conducted him home. The other members were in 
like manner intercepted. And the two regiments in Pa- 
lace-yard, obferving that they were expofed to derifion, 
peaceably retired to their quarters. A little before this 
bold enterprife, a folemn fart had been kept by the army ; 
and it is remarked, that this ceremony was the ufual pre- 
lude to every fignal violence which they committed. 

The officers found themfelves again inverted with fu- 
prcme authority, of which they intended for ever to re- 
tain the fubftance. however they might beftow on others 
?ith Oft. the empty ffiadow or appearance. They elected a com- 
mittee of twenty-three perfons, of whom feven were offi- 
cers. Thefe they pretended to invert: with fovereign au- 
fommittec thority ; and they called them a committee of fafety. They 
pf fafety. fpoke every where of fummoning a parliament chofen by 
the people ; but they really took fome ffeps towards al- 
fembling a military parliament, compofed of officers elec-, 
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ted from every regiment in the fervice*. Throughout the 
three kingdoms there prevailed nothing but the mebnchuly 
fears, to the nobility and gentry, of a bloody maflacre and 
extermination ; to the reft of the people, of perpetual 
fervitude, beneath thofe fandYified robbers, whofe union 
and whofe divifions would be equally deftrucVive, and who, 
under pretence of fuperior illuminations, would foon ex- 
tirpate, if poffible, all private morality, as they had already 
done all public law and juftice from the Britifh domi- 
nions. 

During the time that England continued in this dif- 
tracted condition, the other kingdoms of Europe were haf- 
tening towards a compofure of thofe differences by which 
they had folong been agitated. The parliament, while it 
preferved authority, inltead of following the imprudent 
politics of Cromwel, and lending •affitf.ance to the con- 
quering Swede, embraced the maxims of the Dutch com- 
monwealth, and refolved, in conjuncYion with tliat (late, 
to mediate by force and accommodation between the nor- 
thern crowns. Montague was fent with a fquadron to the 
Baltic, and carried with him as amb.iffador Algernon Sid- 
ney, the celebrated republican. Sidney found the Swedifh 
monarch employed in the fiege of Copenhagen, the capi- 
tal of his enemy; and was highly pleated, that, with a 
Roman arrogance, he could check the progrefs of royal 
victories, and difplay in fo fignal a manner the fuperiority 
of freedom above tyranny. With the higheft indignation, 
the ambitious prince was obliged to fubmit to the imperi- 
ous mediation of the two commonwealths. " It is cruel," 
faid he, that laws mould be prefcribed me by parricides 
** and pedlers." But his whole army was enclofed in an 
illand, and might be ftarved by the combined fquadrons 
of England and Holland. He was obliged, therefore, to 
quit his prey, when he had fo nearly gotten poffeflion of 
it ; and having agreed to a pacification with Denmark, he 
retired into his own countrv, where he foon after died. 

The wars between France and Spain were alfo con- 
cluded by the treaty of the Pyrenees. Thefe animofities 
had long been carried on between the rival Mates, even 
while governed by a filler and brother, who cordially lov- 
ed and efteemed each other. But politics, which had fo 
long prevailed over thefe friendly afTcclions, now at fcvft 
yielded to their influence ; and never was the triumph 
more full and complete. The Spanifh Low Countries, if 
not every part of that monarchy, lay almoft entirely at the 
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CHAP, mercy of its enemy. Broken armies, diferdered finances, 
LXII. flow and itrefolute counfels; by thefe refources alone 

K^f^y^J were the difperfed provinces of Spain defended againft 
» 6 J9- the vigorous power of France. But the queen regent, anx- 
ious for the fate of her brother, employed her authority 
with the cardinal to ftop the progrefs of the French con- 
quefts, and put an end to a quarrel, which, being com- 
menced by ambition, and attended with victory, was at 
laft concluded with moderation. The young monarch of 
France, though afpiring and warlike in his character, was 
at this time entirely occupied in the pleafures of love and 
gallantry, and had paffively refigned the reins of empire 
into the hands of his politic minifter. And he remained 
an unconcerned fpedtator ; while an opportunity for con. 
queft was parted with, which he never was able, during 
the whole courfe of his active reign, fully to retrieve. 

The minifters of the two crowns, Mazarine and don 
Louis de Haro, met at the foot of the Pyrenees, in the ifle 
of Pheafants, a place which was fuppofed to belong to 
neither kingdom. The negociation being brought to an if- 
fue by frequent conferences between the minifters, the 
monarchs themfelves agreed to a congrefs ; and thefe two 
fplendid courts appeared in their full luftre amidft thofe 
favage mountains. Philip brought his daughter, Mary 
Therefe, along with him ; and giving her in marriage to 
his nephew, Louis, endeavoured to cement by this new 
tie the incompatible interefts of the two monarchies. The 
French king made a folemn renunciation of every fuc- 
ceffion, which might accrue to him in right of his con- 
fort ; a vain formality, too weak to reftrain the ungovern- 
ed ambition of princes. 

The affairs of England were in fuch great diforder, that 
it was not poftible to comprehend that kingdom in the 
treaty, or adjuft meafurcs with a power which was in 
fuch inceflant fluctuation. The king, reduced to defpair 
by the failure of all enterprifes for his reftoration, was re- 
folved to try the weak refource of foreign fuccours; and 
he went to the Pyrenees at (he time when the two minif- 
ters were in the midft of their negociations. Bon Louis 
received him with that generous civility peculiar to his 
nation ; and expreffed great inclination, had the low con- 
dition of Spain allowed him, to give afhftance to the dif- 
treffed monarch. The cautious Mazarine, pleading the 
alliance of France with the Englifh commonwealth, re- 
fufed even to fee him; and though the king offered to 
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marry the cardinal's niece*, he could, for the prefent, 
obtain nothing but empty profeGions of refpe£t and pro- 
tections of fer vices. The condition of that monarch, to 
all the world, fcemed totally defperate. His friends had 
been baffled in every attempt for his fervice : The fcaf- 
fold had often ftreamed with the blood of the more aclive 
royalifts: The fpirits of many were broken with tedious 
imprifonments : The eftates of all were burthened by the 
fines and confifcations which had been levied upon them: 
No-one durff. openly avow himfelf of that party : and fo 
fmall did their number feem to a fuperficial view, that, 
even fhould the nation recover its liberty, which was 
deemed no-wife probable, it was judged uncertain what 
form of government it would embrace. But amidft all 
thefe gloomy profpe£ts, fortune, by a furprifing revolu- 
tion, was now paving the way for the king to mount, in 
peace and triumph, the throne of his anceftors. It was by 
the prudence and loyalty of general Monk, that this hap- 
py change was at laft accomplifhed. 

Gkorge Mo\'K, to whom the fate was referved of re- 
eftablifhing monarchy, and finifhing the bloody diiTen- 
tiofis of three kingdoms, was the fecond fon of a family in 
Devonlhire, ancient and honorable, but lately, from too 
great hofpitality and expence, fomewhat fallen to decay. 
He betook himfelf, in early youth, to the proieffion of 
arms; and was engaged in the unfortunate expeditions 
to Cadiz and the ifle of Rhe. After England had conclu- 
ded peace with all her neighbours, he fought military ex- 
perience in the Low Countries, the great fchool of war to 
all the European nations •, and he rofe to the command of 
a company under lord Goring. This company confided 
of 200 men, of whom one hundred were volunteers, often 
men of family and fortune, fometimes noblemen who liv- 
ed upon their own income in a fplendid manner. Such a 
military turn at that time prevailed among the Englifh! 

Wiikn the found of war was firft heard in this ifland, 
Monk returned to England, partly defirous of promotion 
in his native country, partly difgufted with fome ill ufage 
from the States, of which he found reafon to complain. 
Upon the Scottifh pacification, he was employed by the 
earl of Leicefter againft the Irifh rebels ; and having ob- 
tained a regiment, was foon taken notice of, for his mili- 
tary (kill, and for his calm and deliberate valour. With- 
outoftentation, expence, or carefles, merely by his humane 
and equal temper, he gained the good-will of the foldi- 
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CHAP. er y 5 who, with a mixture of familiarity and affection, 
LX1I. ufually called him hcnefi George Monk ; an honorable ap- 

[*/~Y~\J puliation, which they ftill continued to him, even curing 
t6yj. his greateft elevation. He was remarkable for his modera- 
tion in party : and while all around him were inflamed in- 
to rage againft the oppofite faction, he fell under fufpi- 
cion from the candour and tranquillity of his behaviour. 
When the Irifh army was called over imo England, fur- 
miles of this kind had been fo far credited, that he had 
even been fufpended from his command, and ordered to 
Oxford, that he might anfwer the charge laid againft him. 
His cftablifhed character for truth and fincerity here ftoocl 
him in great ftead ; and upon his earned prote Rations 
and declarations, he was foon reftored to his regiment, 
which he joined at the fiege of Nantwich. The day after 
his arrival, Fairfax attacked and defeated the royalifts, 
commanded by Biron ; and took colonel Monk prifoner. 
He was fent to the Tower, where he endured, about two 
years, all the rigours of poverty and confinement. The 
king, however, was fo mindful as to fend him, notwith- 
ftanding his own difficulties, a prefent of 100 guineas ; 
but it was not till after the royalifts were totally fubdued, 
that he recovered his liberty. Monk, however diftreffed, 
had always refufed the moft inviting offers from the par- 
liament : But Cromwel, fenfible of his merit, having fo- 
liated him to engage in the wars againft the Irifh, who 
were confidered as rebels both by king and parliament ; 
he was not unwilling to repair his broken fortunes by ac- 
cepting a command, which, he flattered himfelf, was re- 
concilable to the ftricteft principles of honour. Having 
once engaged with the parliament, he was obliged to 
obey orders!; and found himfelf necelfitated to fight, both 
againft the marquis of Ormond in Ireland, and againft 
the king himfelf in Scotland. Upon the reduction of the 
\ latterkingdom, Monk wasleft with the fupreme command} 

and by the equality and juftice of his adminiftration, he 
was able to give contentment to that reftlefs people, now 
reduced to fubjeclion by a nation whom they hated. No 
lefs acceptable was his authority to the officers and fol- 
diers ; and forefeeing, that the good-will of the army un- 
der his command might fome time be of great fervice to 
him, he had, with much care and fuccefs, cultivated their 
friendfhip. 

The connections which he had formed with Cromwel, 
his benefactor, preferved him faithful to Richard, w ho 
had been enjoined by his father to follow in every thing 
the directions of general Monk. When the long parh>- 
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IrVicnt was reftorei3, Monk, who was not prepared for op- 
^ofttion, acknowledged their authority, and was continu- 
ed in his command, frcm which it would not have been 
fafe to attempt dillodging him. After the army had ex- 
pelled the parliament, he proteftcd agairift the violence, 
and refolved, as he pretended, to vindicate their invaded 
privileges. Deeper defings, either in the king's favour or 
his own, were, from the beginning, fufpe&ed to be the 
motive of his a'Cxioni. 

A RiVALsitip had long fubfifted between him and Lam- 
bert 5 and every body faw the reafon why he oppdfed the 
elevation of that ambitious general, by whofe fuccefs his 
own authority, he knew, would foon be fubverted. But 
little friendfhip had eVer fubfifted between him and the 
parliamentary leaders ; and it feemcd no-wife probab'e, 
that he intended to employ his iridufCYy, r.nd fpend his 
blood, for the advancement of one enemy above another. 
How early he entertained defigns for the king's reftora- 
tion, we know not with certainty: It is likely, that as foon 
as Richard was depofed, he forefaw, that without fuch 
an expedient, it would bs impofnble ever to bring thenar 
tion to a regular fettlement. His elder and younger bro- 
thers were devoted to the royal caufe : The Granvilles, 
his near relations, and all the reft of his kindred, were in. 
the fame interefts : He himfelf was intoxicated with na 
fumes of enthufiafm, and had maintained no connccliona 
with any of the fanatical tribe. His early engagement 
had been with the king, and he had left that fervice with- 
out receiving any difguft from the royal famil j. Since he 
had tnlifted himfelf with the oppofite party, he hid been 
guilty of no violence or rigour* which might render him 
obnoxidus. His return, therefore, to loyalty, was eafy and 
open ; and nothing could be fuppofed to counterbalance 
his natural propenfity to that meafure, except the views of 
his own elevation, and the profpec~t df ufmping the. fame 
grandeur and authority which had been afTumed by Crom- 
w'el. But from fuch exorbitant, if not impoflible pfbjefls, 
the natural tranquillity and moderation of his temper, 
the calmnefs and folidity of his genius, not to mention his 
age, now upon the decline, feem to have fethim at a dil- 
tance. Cromwel himfelf, he always afierted*, could not 
long have maintained his ufurpation ; and any other perfon, 
even equal to him in genius, it was obvious, would now 
find it more difficult to praclife arts, of which every one, 
from experience, was fufficiently aware. It is giore agree* 
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CHAP, able, therefore, to renfon as well as candour, to fuppofe 
LXII. tli.it Monk, as foon as he put himfeif in rhotion, had en- 

<^-s^«w> tertained views of effecting the king's reftoration; nor 
* 6 J9- ought any objections, derived from his profound filence 
even to Charles himfeif, be regarded as ccnfiderable. His 
temper was naturally referved ; his cireumflances re- 
quired diflimulation ; the king, he knew, was furroundtd 
with fpies and traitors ; and upon the whole, it feems 
' hard to interpret that conduct, which ought to exalt our 
idea of his prudence, as a difparagement of his probity. 

Sir John Granville, hoping that the general would 
engage in the king's fervice, fent into Scotland his younger 
brother, a clergyman, Dr. Monk, who carried him a let- 
ter and invitation from the king. When the .doctor ar- 
rived, he found that his brother was then holding a coun- 
cil of officers, and was not to be feen for fome hours. In the 
mean time, he was received and entertained by Price, the 
general's chaplain, a man of probity, as well as a parti- 
fan of the king's. The doctor, having an entire confi- 
dence in the chaplain, talked very freely to him about 
the obje£t of his journey, and engaged him, if there fhould 
be ocenfion, to fecond his applications. At lad, the gene- 
ral arrives ; the brothers embrace ; and after fome preli- 
' minary converfation, the doctor opens his bufinefs. Monk, 
interrupted him, to know whether he had ever before to 
any body mentioned the fubject. 11 To no body," replied 
his brother, " but to Price, whom I know to be entirely 
** in your confidence." The general, altering his counte- 
nance, turned the difcourfe ; and would enter into no far- 
ther confidence with him, but fent him away with the firft 
opportunity. He would not truft his swn brother the 
moment he knew that he had difclofcd the fecret; though 
to a man whom he himfeif could have trufted*. 

His conduct in all other particulars was full of the 
the fame referve and prudence ; and no lefs was requi- 
fite for effecting the difficult work which he had under- 
taken. All the officers in his army, of whom he enter- 
' taincd any fufpicion, he immediately cafhiered : Cobbet, 
who had been fent by the committee of fafety, under pre- 
tence of communicating their refolutions to Monk, but 
really with a view of debauching his army, he committed 
to cuftody : He drew together the feveral fcattered regi- 
ments : He fummonedan affembly, fomewhat refembling 
a convention of ftates; and having communicated to 
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them his refolution of marching into England, he receiv- CU A P. 
e<l a feafonable, though no- great fupply of money. LXII. 

Hkaring that Lambert was advancing northward with IS~Y~\J 
his army, Monk fent Clobery and two other commi llion- 4< *9- 
ers to London, with large profe/Tions of his inclination 
to peace, and with offers of terms for an accommodation. 
His chief aim was to gain time, and relax the preparation 
of his enemies. The committee of fafety fell into the 
fnare. A treaty was figned by Monk's commiiTioners^ 
but he refufed to ratify it, and complained that they had 
exceeded their powers. He defired, however, to enter into 
a new negotiation at Newcaftle. The committee willingly 
accepted this fallacious offer. 

Meanwhile thefe miiitary fovereigns found themfelves November, 
furrounded on all hands with inextricable difficulties. 
The nation had fallen into total anarchy; and by rcfufing 
the payment of all taxes, reduced the army to the greateft 
neceffities. While Lambert's forces were aflembh'ng at 
Newcaftle, Hazelrig and Morley took poffieffion of Portf- 
mouth, and declared for the parliament. A party, fenf, to 
fupprefs them, was perfuaded by their commander to 
join in the fame declaration. The city apprentices rofc in a 
tumult, and demanded a free parliament. Though they 
were furpprefled by colonel Hewfon, a man who from the 
profeffion of a cobler had rifen to a high rank in the ar-- 
my, the city Hill difcovered fymptoms of the mod dange- 
rous difcontent. It even eftablifhed a kind of feparate go- 
vernment, and affumed the fupreme authority within ic- 
felf. Admiral Lawfon with his fquadron came into the 
river, and declared for the parliament. Hazelrig and Mor- 
ley, hearing of this important event, left Portfmouth, and 
advanced towards London. The regiments near that ci- 
ty being foliated by their, old officers, who had been ca- 
fhired by the committee of fafety, revolted again to the 
parliament. Defborow's regiment,, being fent by Lambert 
to fupport his friends, no fooner arrived at St. Albans, 
than it declared for the fame aflembly. 

Fleetwood's hand was found loo weak and unliable 
to fupport this ill-founded fabric, which, every where 
around him, was falling into ruins. When he received 
intelligence of any murmurs among the foldiers, he wi uld 
proftrate himfelf in prayer, and could hardly be prevailed 
with to join the troops. Even when among them, he 
would, in the midft of any difcourfe, invite them all to 
prayer, and put himfelf on his knees before them. If any 
of his friends exhorted him to more vigour, they could 
g.et no other anfwer, tlwn that God had fpittcn in bis face, 
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A p. and, would not hear him. Men now ceafed to wonder^ 
why Lambert had promoted him to the office o£ general, 
v^o-v-**-* and had. contented himfelf with the (econd command in 

U M; the army. 
;6th of Lenthal, the fpeaker, being invited by the officers, 

psccmbcr. a g a j n affumcd authority, and fummoned together the, par,. 
\ liament, which. twice, before had been expelled with fo» 

r/arliament much reproach and ignominy. As foonasafl"embied,they re- 
rtftorcd. pealed their a£t againft the payment of excife. and cuftomsj 
they appointed commiffioners. for affiguing quarters tcv 
the army - y and, without taking any. notice of, Lambert,, 
they fent orders to the forces under his command imme- 
diately to repair to thofe quarters which. \yexe appointed* 

t66o. Lambert was now in a very.difco.nfolate condition. 
January i. Monk, lie faw, had paficd the Tweed at Coldftrcam, and 
was advancing upon him. His own foldiers deferted.-hirn* 
in great, multitudes, and joined the enemy, hold Fairfax 
too, he heard, had raifed forces, behind him, and had pof- 
fefled hirofelf of York, without declaring his purpofe. 
The laft orders of the parliament fo entirely gripped. him, 
of his army, that there remained not with him above a. 
hundred horfe : All the. reft went to their quarters with 
qnietnefs andrefignation j and he himfejf was, fame time 
after, arretted and committed to the Tower. The ether 
officers, who had formerly been caffiiered by the pp.rlia- 
mcnt,.and who had refumed their commands, that they 
might fubdue, that aflembly, w.ere again cafhiered and con- 
fined to their houfes. Sir Harry. Vane and fome members,, 
■who had concurred with the committee of fafety, were, 
ordered into a like confinement. And the parliament now 
fcpmed to be again poflefied of more abfolutc authority, 
than ever, and to be without any dangej of oppofi,tifln or 
control. 

The, republican party was at this time guided by two 
Iflej), Hazejrig and. Vane, who were of opposite charac^ 
ters, and mortally hated each other. Hazelrig, who pof- 
jeffied grepter authority in the parliament, was haughty^, 
imperious, precipitate, vainglorious; without civilty, with- 
out prudence ; qualified onlyby his noify, pertinacious ob- 
ftinacyjto acquire, an. afcendaru in publiaaflemblies, Vane 
•v?as noted, in all civil tranfaclions, fojitenaper, infmua- 
tjon, addjef9, afyj a profoun.d. judgment - y in. all religious, 
fgeculations, for Jolly, and extravagance. He was. a per- 
fffc enthufieJV,; arvd fancying that he. was certainly fa. 
•»!OUred with, in/pjratton, he deemed himfelf, to..fpeak in 
tfefi. language, of, the, tisnes, to.be r a. vw.afevc SttftfUUKftfa 
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ar.d,by reafon of his perfection, to be unlimited and un- C'H AP. 
reftrained by, any, rules, which govern inferior mortals. LXJL. 
Thefe w.himfies mingling with pride, had fo corrupted his. 'v^YVJ 
excellent underflanding, that fometimes he thought him- l6c *» 
felf the perfon deputed to reign on earth for a rhouiand: 
years over, the whole congregation of the faithful*. 

Monk, though informed of the relfcoration of the par- 
liament, from whom he received no orders, ftill advanced 
with his army, which waa near 6000 men: The fcatter- 
ed forces in England were above five times more nume- 
rous. Fairfax, who had refolved to declare for the king, 
not being, able to make the general open his intentions, re- 
tired to hisownhoufe iuY,orkfhire. In allcounties through. 
udiichMonk paffeaY the prime gentry flocked to him with 
addrefles ; exprefiing their earneft defire, that he would: 
be inilrumental in refioring the nation to peace and tran- 
quillity, and to the, enjoyment of thofe liberties, which by 
law were their birth-right, but of which, during fo many, 
years, they hadibeen fatally bereaved: And that, in order 
to this falutar.y.purpofe, he would. prevail, either for the- 
refioring of tltofe members who had heen fecluded before- 
the king's, death, or for the election of a new parliament, 
who, might legally, and by general confent, again. govern- 
the nation. Though Monk pretended not to favour theft 
addrefles, that ray of- hope, which the. knowledge of hi* 
character and fituatioo. afforded, mightily animated all, 
men. The tyranny and the anarchy, which now equally 
oppreffed the kingdom; the experience of paft diffrac- 
tions, the dre^d of future eonvulHons, the indignation, 
againft military, ufurpacion, againft fanCtified hypocrify i 
Ajll thefe motives had united every party, except the moll 
defperate, into ardent wifhes for the king's reftoration* 
the only remedy for all thefe fatal evils. 

Scot and R,obin,fon were fent as deputies by the parlia- 
ment, under pretence of congratulating the general, but- 
in reality to ferve as fpiee.upon him. The city difpatched> 
four of their principal citizens to perform like compli- 
ments •, and at the. fame time to confirm the general in 
his inclination to a free parliament, the object of allmen'a 
prayers and endeavours. The authority of Monk, coulcb 
fcarcely fecure the parliamentary deputies from thofe in- 
fults, which the general hatred and contempt towards, 
their. mailers drew from men of every rank. and denomi* 
nation. 
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CH AP. Monk continued his march with few interruptions till 
LX1I. he reached St. Albans. He there fent a meflage to the 
<w/"YAj parliament; defiring them to remove from London thofe 
1660. regiments, which, though they now profefied to return 
to their duty, had fo lately offered violence to that afiem- 
bly. This meifage was unexpected, and exceedingly per- 
plexed the houfe. Their fate, they found, muft Itill de- 
pend on a mercenary army; and they were as diftant as 
ever from their imaginary fovereignty. However, they 
found it necefiary to comply. The foldiers made more 
difficulty. A mutiny arofe among them. One regiment, 
in particular, quartered in Somerfet-houfe, exprefily re- 
fufed to yield their place to the northern army. But thofe 
oiliccn, who would gladly, on fuch an occafion, have in- 
flamed the quarrel, .were abfent or in confinement ; and 
b ' for want of leaders, the foldiers were at laft, with great 
Monk jed- reluctance, obliged to fubmit. Monk with his army took. 
«ersLon- quarters in Weftminfter. 

The general was introduced to the houfe; and thanks 
were given him by Lenthal for the eminent fervices 
which he had done his country. Monk was a prudent not 
an eloquent fpeaker. He told the houfe, that the fervices, 
which he had been enabled to perform, were no more 
than his duty, and merited not fuch praifes as thofe with 
which they were pleafed to honour him : That among 
ipany perfons of greater worth, who bore their commiflion, 
he'liad been employed as the inftrument of providence 
for effecting their reftoration ; but he confidered this fer- 
vice as a ftep only to more important fervices, which it 
was their part to render to the nation : That while on his 
march, he obferved all ranks of men, in all places, to be 
ui cartieft expectation of a fettlemcnt, after the violent 
convullions, to which they had been expofed; and to have 
wo profpect of that blefling but from the diffblution of the 
preientrparliament, and from the fummoning of a new 
one, free and full, who, meeting without oaths or engage- 
ments, might finally give contentment to the nation ; 
That applications had been made to him for thatpurpofe; 
but that he, fenlible of his duty, had ftill told the petition- 
ers, rliiir the parliament itfelf, which was now free and 
would loon be full, was the belt judge of all thefe mea- 
iuies, and that the whole comnumiiy ought to acquiefce 
in their determination : That though he expreffed him- 
Iclf in this manner to the people, he muft now freely in- 
form the houfe, that the fewer engagements were exact- 
ed, the more comprehenlive would their plan prove, and 
the more fatisfaction would it give to the nation ; and 
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that it was fufficient for public fecurity, if the fanatical CHAP, 
party and the royalilts wtre excluded ; fmce the princi- LXli. 
pies of thefe factions were deftruclive either of govern- iyYV£ 
mcnt or of liberty. ,66u - 

This fpeech contained matter, which was both agree- 
able and difagreeable to the houfe, as well as to the na- 
tion, rt ill kept everyone in fufpenfe, and upheld that un- 
certainty, in which it feemed th<r general's intereft to re- 
tain the public. But it was impoflible for the kingdom to 
remain long in this doubtful fituation : The people, as 
well as the parliament, pufhed matters to a decifion. Dur- 
ing the late convulhons, the payment of taxes had been 
interrupted ; and though the parliament, upon their af- 
fembling, renewed the ordinances fcr impofttions, yet fo 
little reverence did the people pay to thole legiibtors, that 
they gave very flow and unwilling obedience to their com- 
mands. The common-council of London flatly relufed to 
fubmit to an afTeflment required of them ; and declared 
that, till a free and lawful parliament impofed taxes, they 
never fhould deem it their duty to make any payment. 
This refolution, if yielded to, would immediately have 
put an end to the dominion of the parliament: They were 
determined, therefore, upon this occafion, to make at once 
a full experiment of their own power and of their gene- 
ral's obedience. 

Monk received orders to march into the city ; to feize Feb. 9. 
twelve perfons, the molt obnoxious to the parliament to 
remove the polls and chains from all the Itreets ; and to 
take down and break the portcullifes and fjates of the ci- 
ty : and very few hours were allowed him to deliberate 
. upon the execution of thefe violent orders. To the great 
furprife and confternation of all men, Monk prepared 
himfelf for obedienee. Neglecting the entreaties of his 
friends, the remonltrances of his officers, the cries of the 
people, he entered the city in a military manner; he ap- 
prehended as many as he could of the profcribed perfons, 
whom he fent to the Tower ; with all the circumftances 
of contempt he broke the gates and portcullifes ; and ha- 
ving expofed the city to the fcorn and derifion of all who 
hated it, he returned in triumph to his quarters in Weft- 
minfter. 

No fooner had the general leifure to reflect, than he 
found, that thi3 laft meafure, inftead of being a continu- 
ation of that cautious ambiguity, which he had hitherto 
maintained, was taking party without referve, and laying 
himfelf, as well as the nation, ac the mercy of that tyran- 
nical parliament, whofe power had long been odious, as 
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CHAT*, their perfons contemptible, to all men. He refolded} 
LXII. therefore, before it were too lnte, to repair the dangerous 
miftake into which he had been betrayed, and to fliow the 
i-S6o. whole world, ftill more without referve, that he meant 
no longer to be the minifter of violence and ufurpa- 

Ftb. it. t { on> After complaining of the odious fervice In which 
he had Wen employed, he wrote a letter to the houfe, re- 
proaching them, as well with the new cabals which they hid 
formed with Vane and Lambert, as with the encourage- 
ment glVen to a fanatical petition prefeilted by Praifegod 
■Bdrcbone ; and he required them, in the name of the citU 
zens ( foldiers and whole commonwealth, to iflue writs, 
within a week, for the filling of their houfe, and to fix the 
time for their own diflblution and the affemblingof anew 

pctUres parliament. Having difpatched this letter, which might be 

Vurliun *Bt re g ar ^ cc l> h e thought, as an undoubted pledge of his fin- 
ccrity, he marched with his army into the city, iind defired 
Alien, the mayor, to ftimmon a c crimen council at Guild- 
hall. He there made many apologies for the indignity 
whkh two days before, he had been obliged to put upon 
them ; affured them of his perfeverance in the meafures 
which he had adopted ; and defired that they might mu- 
tually plight their faith for a ftri£t union between city and 
:;rmy, in every enterprife for the happinefs and fertlement 
of the commonwealth* 

It would be difficult to defcribe the joy and exultation 
which difplayed itfelf throughout the city, as foon as in- 
telligence Was conveyed of this happy meafure, embraced 
by the general. The profpe£l of peace* Concord, liberty, 
juitice, broke forth at once, from amidft the deepeft 
darknefs in which the nation had ever been involved. 
The view of paft calamities no longer prefemed dif- 
mal prognoftics of the future : It tended only to en- 
hance the general exultation for thofe fcenes of happinefs 
and tranquillity, which all men now confidently pfomifed 
thcmfclves. The royalilf s, the prefbyteriansj forgetting all 
animofities, mingled in common joy and tranfportj and 
vowed never more to gratify the ambition of falfe and 
faelibtis tyrants, by their calamitous dvvifions. The popu- 
lace, more outrageous in their feftivky, made the air re- 
found with' acclamations, and illuminated every fcreet with 
fignals of jollity and triumph. Applaufes of the general 
were every where intermingled with deteftation a^ainfl 
the parliament. The moft ridiculous inventions were 
adopted, in order to exprefs this latter paffion. Ac every 
"bonfire rumps were roafted, and where thefe could no 
longer be found, pieces of ftefh were cut into that fhapej 
and the funeral of the parliament (the populace exclaim- 
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fed) was celebrated by thefe fymbols of hatred and devi- CHAPi 
lion. LX1I. 

The parliament, though in the agonies of defpair, made 1 v-^-n^-^ 
ftill one effort for the recovery of their dominion. They l6to ' 
fent a committee with offers to gain the general. He re- 
fufed to hear them, except in the prefence of fome of the 
fecluded members. Though feveral perfons* defperate 
from guilt and fanaticifm, promifed to invert him with the 
dignity of fupreme magiftrate, and to fupport his govern- 
ment, he would not hearken to fuch wild propofals. Hav- 
ing fixed a clofe correfpondence with the city, and efta- 
blifhed its militia in hands whofe fidelity could be relied 
on, he returned with his army to Weftminftcr, and pur- 
sued every proper meafure for the fettlement of the nation. 
While he ftill pretended to maintain republican princi- 
ples, he was taking large fteps towards the re-eftablifti- 
ment of the ancient monarchy. ■ 

The fecluded members, upon the general's invitation, secluded 
went to the houfe, and finding no longer any obftruclion* members 
they entered, and immediately appeared to be the majori- reftored. 
ty : Moft of the independents left the place. The reftored 
members firft repealed all the ordinances by which they 
had been excluded : They gave fir George Booth and his 
party their liberty and eftates: They renewed the ge- 
neral's commiffion, and enlarged his powers : They fixed , 

_ „_ r ' r b r , X i ; i March 16. 

an afieument for the fupport of the fleet and army : and Lbllg par i. 
having pafled thefe Votes for the prefent compofure of the lia-.ncnt 
kingdom, they difTolved themfelves, and iffucd writs for diiiolv e d. 
the immediate affembling of a new parliament. This laft 
meafure had been previoufly concerted with the general* 
who knew that all men, however different in affections* 
expectations, and defigns, united in the dcteftation of the 
long parliament. 

A council of ftate was eftablifhed, confiding of men. 
of character and moderation ; moft of whom, during the 
civil wars, had made a great figure among the prefbyteri- 
ans. The militia of the kingdom was put into fucli hands 
ns would promote order and fettlement. Thefe* conjoined 
with Monk's army, which lay united at London, were 
efteemed a filfficient check on the more numerous, though 
difperfed army, of whofe inclinations there was ftill much, 
teafon to be diffident. Monk, however, was every day re- 
moving the more obnoxious officers, and bringing the 
troops to a ftate of difcipline and obedience. 

Overton, governor of Hull, had declared his refolu- 
tion to keep pofleffion of that fortrefs till the coming of 
king Jefus : But when Alured produced the authority of 

Vol. V. Ccc 
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CHAP, parliament for his delivering the place to colonel Fairfax, 
LXII. he thought proper to comply. 

t>~V"\J Montague, who commanded the fleet in the Baltic, 
x66o. had entered into the confpiracy with fir George Booth; 
and pretending want of provifions, had failed from the 
Sound towards the coaft of England, with an intention of 
fupporting that infurredtion of the royalifts. On his ar- 
rival he received the news of Booth's defeat, and the to- 
tal failure of the enterprife. The great difficulties, to which 
the parliament was then reduced, allowed them no leifure 
to examine ftricty the reafons which he gave for quitting 
his ftation ; and they allowed him to retire peaceably to 
his country-houfe. The council of ftate now conferred 
on him, in conjunction with Monk, the command of the 
fleet ; and fecured the naval, as well as military force, in 
hands favourable to the public fettlement. 

Notwithstanding all thefe fteps which were taking 
towards the re-eftablilhment of monarchy, Monk ftill 
maintained the appearance of zeal for a commonwealth, 
and hitherto allowed no canal of correfpondence between 
himfelf and the king to be opened. To call a free parlia- 
ment, and to reltore the royal family, were vifibly, in the 
prefent difpofition of the kingdom, one and the fame mea- 
sure : Yet would not the general declare, otherwife than 
by his actions, that he had adopted the king's interefls ; 
and nothing but neceffity extorted at laft the confeflion 
from him. His filence, in the commencement of his en- 
terprife, ought to be no objection to his fincerity ; fince 
he maintained the fame referve, at a time, when confid- 
ent with common fenfe, he could have entertained no 
other purpofe*. 

There was one Morrice, a gentleman of Devonfhire, 
of a fedentary, ftudious difpofition, nearly related to Monk, 
and one who had always maintained the ftricteft intimacy 
with him. With this friend alone did Monk deliberate 
concerning that great enterprife, which he had projected. 
Sir John Granville, who had acommiffion from the king, 
applied to Morrice for accefs co the general ; but received 
for anfwer, that the general de fired him to communicate 
his bufinefs to Morrice. Granville, though importunately 
urged, twice refufed to deliver his mefiage to any but 
Monk himfelf i and this cautious politician, finding him 
now a perfon, whofe fecrefy could be fafely trufted, ad- 
mitted him to his prefence, and opened to him his whole 

• Sec note [TT]at the end of the volume, 
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intentions. Still he fcrupled to commit any thing to CHAP, 
writing T : He delivered only a verbal meflage by Gran- LXI. 
ville afluring the king of his fervices, giving advice for (^/"YNJ 
his conduct, and exhorting him inftantly to leave the Spa- *^o. 
nifli territories, and retire into Holland. He was appre- 
henfive left Spain might detain him as a pledge for the re- 
covery of Dunkirk and Jamaica. Charles followed thefe 
directions, and very narrowly efcaped to Breda. Had he 
protracted his journey a few hours, he had certainly un- 
der pretence of honour and refpeft, been arrefted by the 
Spaniards. 

Lockhart, who was governor of Dunkirk, and no-wife 
averfe to the king's fervice, was applied to on this occa- 
fion. The ftate of England was fet before him, the cer- 
tainty of the reftoration reprefented, and the profpecl: of 
great favour difplayed, if he would anticipate the vows of 
the kingdom, and receive the king into his fortrefs. Lock- 
hart ftill replied, that his commilfion was derived from an 
Englifh parliament, and he would not open his gates but 
in obedience to the fame authority!- This fcruple, though 
in the prefent emergence it approaches towards fuperfti- 
tion, it is difficult for us entirely to condemn. 

The elections for the new parliament went every 
where in favour of the king's party. This was one of 
thofe popular torrents, where the mod indifferent, or even 
the mod averfe, are tranfported with the general paffion, 
and zealoufly adopt the fentiments of the community to 
which they belong. The enthufiafts themfelves feemed to 
be difarmed of their fury ; and between defpair and af- 
tonifhment, gave way to thofe meafures', which, they 
found, it would be impoffible for them, by their utmoft 
efforts, to withftand. The prefbyterians and the royalifts, 
being united, formed the voice of the nation, which, 
without noife, but with infinite ardour, called for the 
king's reftoration. The kingdom was almoft entirely in 
the hands of the former party ; and fome zealous leaders 
among them began to renew the demand of thofe con- 
ditions, which had been required of the late king in the 
treaty of Newport : But the general opinion feemed to 
condemn all thofe rigorous and jealous capitulations with 
their fch-ereign. Haraffed with convulfions and diforders, 
men ardently longed for repofe, and were terrified at the 
mention of negociations or delays, which might afford op- 
portunity to the feditious army ftill to breed new confu- 
fion. The paffion too for liberty, having been carried to 
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CHAP, fuch violent extremes, and having produced fiich bloody 
LXII. commotions, began, by a natural movement, to give place 

\~*-v--^ to a fpirit of loyalty and obedience ; and the public was 
lefs zealous in a caufe, which was become odious on ac- 
count of the calamities which had fo long attended it.. 
After the legal conceffions made by the late king, the 
conftitutioo feemed to be fufficiently fecured ; and the 
additional conditions infilled on, as they had been framed 
during the grcateft ardour of the conteft, amounted ra- 
ther to annihilation than a limitation of monarchy. Above 
all, the general was averfe to the mention of conditions - % . 
and refolved that the crown, which he intended to reftore, 
fhould be conferred on the king entirely free and unen- 
cumbered. Without farther fcruple, therefore, or jea- 
loufy, tiie people gave their voice ia elections for fuch as. 
they knew to entertain fentiinents favourable to monar- 
chy ; and all paid court to a party, which, they forefaw, 
was foon to goven the nation. Though the parliament had 
voted, that no one fhould be elected, who had himfelf, or 
M'hofe father had borne arms for the late king^ ; little re- 
gard was anywhere paid to this ordinance. "lhe leaders, 
of the prefbyterians, the earl of Manchefter, lord Fairfax, 
lord Roberts, Hollis, fir Anthony Afhley Cooper, Annef- 
ley, Lewis, were determined to atone for paft tranfgreffionst 
by their prefent zeal for the royal interefts ■, and from 
former merits, fuccefles, and fuffcrings, they had acquir-v 
ed with their party the higheft credit and authority. 

The affairs of Ireland were in a condition no lefs fa- 
vourable to the king. As foon as Monk declared againft 
the Englifh ?.rmy, he difpatchud emiffaiies. into Ireland^ 
and engaged the officers in that kingdom to concur with, 
him in the fame meafures. Lord Broghill, prefident of 
Munfter, and fir Charles Cootc, prefident of Connaught,, 
went fo far as to enter into a correfpondence with the 
king, and to promife their aihftance for his reftoration. 
In conjunction with fir Theophilus Jones, and other of-, 
ficers, they took pofleflion of the government, and exclu-. 
ded Ludlow, who was zealous for the rump-parliament^ 
but whom they pretended to be in a confederacy with the 
committee of fafety. 1 hey Kept themfelves in readinefs 
to ferve the king*, but made no declarations, till they 
Ihould fee the turn which affairs took in England. 

But all thefe promifing views had almoft been blafled, 
by an untoward accident. Upon the admiffion of the 
fecluded members, the republican party, particularly the 
late king's judges, were feized with the jufteft defpair, 
and endeavoured to infufe the fame fentiments into the 
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army. By themfelves or their emifiaries, they reprefented CHAP, 
to the foldiers, that all thofe brave actions, which had LXII. 
been performed during the war, and which were fo me- LA\T\J 
ritorious in the eyes of the parliament, would no doubt 
be regarded as the deepeft crimes by the royalifts, 
and would cxpofe the army to the fevereft vengeance. 
That in vain did that party make profeffions of modera- 
tion and lenity : The king's death, the execution of fo 
many of the nobility and gentry, the fequeftration and 
jmprifonment of the reft, were in their eyes, crimes fo 
deep, and offences fo perfonal, as muft be profecuted with 
the molt implacable refentment. That the lofs of all 
arrears, and the cafhiering of every officer and foldier, 
were the lighted punifhment which muft be expected ; 
After the difperfion of the army, no farther protection 
remained to them, either for life ot property, but the cle- 
mency of enraged victors. And that, even if the moil 
perfect fecurity could be obtained, it were inglorious to 
be reduced, by treachery and deceit, to fubjedtion under 
3 foe, who, in open field, had fo often yielded to their 
fuperior valour. 

After thefe fuggeftions had been infufed into the ar-< 
my, Lambert fuddenly made his efcape from the Tower, 
and threw Monk and the council of ftate into great con- 
fternation. They knew Lambert's vigour and activity ; 
they were acquainted with his popularity in the army ; 
they were fenfible, that, though the foldiers had lately de- 
ferted him, they Efficiently expreffed their remorfe and 
their deteftation of thofe, who, by falfe profefllons, they 
found, had fo egregioufiy deceived them, It feemed ne- 
ceflary, therefore, to employ the greateft celerity in fup- 
prefling fo dangerous a foe : Colonel Ingoldfby, who had 
been one of the late king's judges, but who was now 
entirely engaged in the royal caufe, was difpatched after 
him. He overtook him at Daventry, v/hile he had yet 
aflembled but four troops of horfe. One of them de- April a>| 
ferted him. Another quickly followed the example He 
himfelf, endeavouring to make his efcape, wasfeized by 
Ingoldfby, to whom he made fubmiffions not fuitable to 
his former charafter of fpirit and valour. Okey, Axtel, 
Cobbet, Crecle, and other officers of that party, were ta- 
ken prisoners with him. All the roads were full of foldiers 
haftening to join them. In a few days, they had been 
formidable. And it was thought, that it might prove dan- 
gerous for Monk himfelf to have aflembled any confidera- 
ble body of his republican army for their fuppreffipn : So 
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C H AP. that nothing could be more happy than the fudden extinc- 
LXII. tion of this rifing flame. 

^Y\J When the parliament met, they chofe fir Harbottle 
1 66a. Grimflone fpeaker, a man, who, though he had for fome 
April 25. time concurred with the late parliament, had long been 
efteemed affectionate to the king's fervice. The great dan- 
gers incurred during former ufurpations, joined to the 
extreme caution of the general, kept every one in awe ; 
and none dared, for fome days, to make any mention of 
the king. The members exerted their fpirit chiefly in 
bitter invectives againft the memory of .Cromwel, and in 
execrations againft the inhuman murder of their late fo- 
ift May. vcreign. At laft, the general, having fuffkiently founded 
their inclinations, gave directions to Annefley, prefident 
cf the council, to inform them, that one fir John Gran- 
ville, a fervant of the king's, had been fent over by his 
majefty, and was now at the door with a letter to the com- 
mons. The loudeft acclamations were excited by this in- 
telligence. Granville was called in : The letter, accom- 
panied with a declaration, greedily read : Without one 
moment's delay, and without a contradictory vote, a com- 
mittee was appointed to prepare an anfwer : And in order 
to fpread the fame fatisfaction throughout the kingdom, 
it was voted thnt the letter and declaration fhould imme- 
diately be publifhed. 

The people, freed from the ftate of fufpenfe in which 
they had fo long been held, now changed their anxious 
hope for the unmixt efFuGons of joy ; and difplayed a fo- 
cial triumph and exultation, which no private profperity, 
even the greateft, is ever able fully to infpire. Tra- 
ditions remain of men, particularly of Oughtred, the ma- 
thematician, who died of pleafure, when informed of this 
happy and furprifing event. The king's declaration was 
well calculated to uphold the fatisfaction infpired by the 
profpect of public fettlement. It offered a general amnefty 
to all perfons whatfoever ; and that without any excep- 
tions but fuch as fhould afterwards be made by parliament: 
It promifed liberty of confeience ; and a concurrence in 
any act of parliament, which, upon mature deliberation, 
fliould be ofFered, for infuring that indulgence : It fub- 
mitted to the arbitration of the fame afTembly the inquiry 
into all grants, purchafes, and alienations : And it allur- 
ed the foldiers of all their arrears, and promifed them, for 
the future, the fame pay which they then enjoyed. 

The lords, perceiving the fpirit by which the kingdom, 
as well as the commons, was animated, haftened to rein- 



THE COMMONWEALTH. 



383 



Hate themfelves in their ancient authority, ~nd to take CHAP, 
their (hare in the fettlement of the nation. They found LXII. 
the doors of their houfeopen; and all were admitted; 
even fuch as had formerly been excluded on account of l6Co " 
their pretended delinquensy. 

The two houfes attended; while the king was pro- 
claimed w ith great folemnity, in Palace-Yard, at White- ^ ^'^* 
hall, and at Temple-Bar. The commons voted 500 pounds 
to buy a jewel for Granville, who had brought them the 
king's gracious meflages : A prefent of 50,000 pounds 
was conferred on the king, 10,000 pounds on the Duke 
of York, 5000 pounds on the duke of Gloucefter. A 
committee of lords and commons was difpatched to invite 
his majefty to return and take poffc.Tion of the govern- 
ment. The rapidity with which all thefe events were con- 
ducted, was marvellous, and difcovered the paffionate zeal 
and entire unanimity of the nation. Such an impatience 
appeared, and fuch an emulation in lords, and commons, 
and city, who fhould make the moil lively expreffions 
of their joy and duty; that, as the noble hiftorian 
expreffes it, a man could not but wonder where thofe 
people dwelt, who had done all the mifchief, and kept 
the king fo many years from enjoying the comfort and 
fupport of fuch excellent fubjedts. The king himfelf faid, 
that it muft furely have been his own fault that he had 
not fooner taken poffeffion of the throne ; fince he found 
every body fo zealous in promoting his happy ruftoration. 

The refpedr. of foreign powers foon followed the fub- 
miffion of the king's fubjedts. Spain invited him to re- 
turn to the Low Countries, and embark in fome of her 
maritime towns. France made proteftations of affection 
and regard, and offered Calais for the fame purpofe. The 
States-general fent deputies with a like friendly invitation. 
The king refolved to accept of this la ft offer. The people 
of the republic bore him a cordial affeclion ; and politics 
no longer reftrained their magiftrates from promoting and 
expreffing that fentiment. As he pafled from Breda to the 
Hague, he was attended by numerous crowds, and was re- 
ceived with the loudeft acclamations ; as if themfelves, 
not their rivals in power and commerce, were now re- 
ftored to peace and fecurity. The States-general in a 
body, and afterwards the States of Holland apart, per- 
formed their compliments with the greateft folemnity : 
Every perfon of diftindtion was ambitious of being intro- 
duced to his majefty ; all ambafTidors and public minifters 
of kings, princes, or dates, repaired to him, and profefled 
the joy of their matters in his behalf ; So that one would, 
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CHAP, have thought, that from the united efforts of Chriftendoma 
LXII. had been derived this revolution, which diffufed every 

where fuch univerfal fatisfa&ion. 
1660. The EngliQi fleet came in fight of Scheveling. Mon- 
tague had not waited for orders from the parliament ; but 
had perfuaded the officers, of themfelves, to tender their 
duty to his majefty. The duke of York immediately went 
on board, and took the command of the fleet as high ad* 
miral. 

When the king difembarked at Dover, he was met by 
the general, whom he cordially embraced. ever fubject 
in fact: probably in his intentions, had deferved better of 
ftis king and country. In the fpace of a few months, with- 
out effufion of blood, by his cautious and difinterefted con- 
duct alone, he had beftowed fettlement on three king- 
doms, which had long been torn with the moft violent 
convulfions : And having obftinately refufed the mott in- 
viting conditions, offered him by the king as well as by 
every party in the kingdom, he freely reftored his injured 
Sfcth May. mafter to the vacaht throne. The king entered London on 
the 29th of May, which wasalfohis birth-day. The fond 
imaginations of men interpreted as a happy cmen the 
concurrence of two fuch joyful periodsi 
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At this aere, it may be proper to flop a moment, and 
take a general furvey of the age, fo far as regards man- 
ners, finances, arms, commerce, arts and fciences. The 
chief ufe of hiftory is, that it affords materials for difquifi* 
tions of this nature ; and it feems the duty of an hiltoriari 
to point out the proper inferences and conclufions* 
Manners No people could undergo a change more fuddeti and 
and art,, entire in their manners, than did the Englifli nation dur- 
ing this period. From tranquillity, concord, fubmiffion^ 
fobriety, they paffed in an inftant to a ftate of faction, 
fanaticifm, rebellion, and almoft frenzy. The violence of 
the Englifli parties exceeded any thing which wc can now 
imagine : Had they continued but a little longer, there 
was juft reafon to dread all the horrors of the ancient maf*- 
facres and profcriptions. The military ufurpers, whofe 
authority waa founded on palpable injuftice, and was fupu 
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ported by no national party, would have been impelled by C H AP; 
rage and defpair into fuch fanguinary meafures ; and if LXII. 
thefe furious expedients had been employed on one fide, v-O 
revenge would naturally have pufhed the other party, afcer l66 °- 
a return of power, to retalliate upon their enemies. No 
focial intercourfe was maintained between the parties ; no 
marriages or alliances contracted. The royalifts, though 
oppreffed, harafied, perfecuted, difdained all affinity with 
their mafters. The more they were reduced to fubjection, 
the greater fuperiority did they affect above thofe ufurpers, 
who, by violence and injuftice, had acquired an afcendant 
over them. 

The manners of the two factions were as oppofite as 
thofe of the mo ft diftant nations. " Your friends, the Ca- 
" valiers," faid a parliamentarian to a royalift, " are very 
" diffolute and debauched." «' True," replied the royal- 
ift, " they have the infirmities of men : But your friends, 
" the Roundheads, have the vices of devils, tyranny, re- 
bellion, and fpiritual pride*." Riot and diforder, it is 
certain, notwithftanding the good example fet them by 
Charles I. prevailed very much among his partifans. Be- 
ing commonly men of birth and fortune, to whom excef- 
fes are lefs pernicious than to the vulgar, they were too 
apt to- indulge themfelves in all pleafures, particularly 
thofe of the table. Oppofition to the rigid prccifenefs of 
their antagonifts increafed their inclination to good fcl- 
lowfhip ; and the character of a man of pleafure was af- 
fected among them, as a fure pledge of attachment to 
the church ami monarchy. Even when ruined by confifca- 
tions and fequeftrations, they endeavoured to maintain 
the appearance of acarelefs and focial jollity. " As much 
V as hope is fuperior to fear," faid a poor and merry cava- 
lier, " fo much is our fituatiori preferable to that of our 
" enemies. We laugh while they tremble." '" 

The gloomy enthudafm" which prevailed among the 
parliamentary party, is furely the mod curious fpedtacle 
prefented by any hiftory j and the molt inftrudtive, as 
well as entertaining, to a philofophical mind. All recre- 
ations were in a manner fufpended by the rigid feverity 
of the prefbyterians and independents'. Horfe-races arid 
cock-matches, were prohibited as the greatefl: enormitiesf . 
Even bear-baiting was eftcemed heathenifli and unchrif- 
tian : The fport of ic, not the inhumanity, gave offence. 
Colonel Hewfon, from his pious zeal, marched with his 
regiment into London, and deftroyed all the bears, which 
were there kept for riwdiverfion of the citizens. This ad- 
* Sir Philip Warwick. f Killing no Murder. 

Vol. V. V dd 
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CHAP, venture feems to have given birth to the fiction of Hudi- 
LXIII. bras. Though the Englifh nation be naturally candid and 
i*S~Y\J fincerc, hypocrify prevailed among them beyond any ex- 
i >6c ample in ancient or modern times. The religious hypocri- 
fy, it may be remarked, is of a peculiar nature ; and be- 
ing generally unknown to the perfon himfelf, though more 
dangerous, it implies lefs falfehood than any other fpecies 
of infincerity. The Old Tcftament, preferably to the 
New, was the favourite of all the fectaries. The eaftern 
poetical ftyle of that compofition made it more eafily fuf- 
ceptible of a turn which was agreeable to them. 

We have had occafion, in the ceurfe of this work, to 
fpeak of many of the fcdts which prevailed in England : 
To enumerate them all would be impoffible. The quakers, 
however, are fo confiderable, at leaft fo fingular, as to 
merit fome attention ; and as they renounced by princi- 
ple the ufe of arms, they never made fuch a figure in pub- 
lic tranfactions as to enter into any part of our narrative. 

The religion of the quakers, like moft others, began 
with the loweft vulgar, and, in its progrefs, came at laft 
to comprehend people of better quality and fafhion. 
George Fox, born at Drayton in Lancafhire in 1624, was 
the founder of this feci. He was the fon of a weaver, and 
was himfelf bound apprentice to a fhoe-maker. Feeling 
n ftronger impulfe towards fpiritual contemplations than 
towards that mechanical profeflion, he left his mafter, and 
went about the country clothed in a leathern doublet, a 
drefs which he long affected, as well for its fingularity as 
its cheapnefs. That he might wean himfelf from fub- 
lunary objects, he broke off all cormections with his 
friends and family, and never dwelled a moment in one 
place left habit mould beget new connections, and de- 
prefs the fublimity of his aerial meditations. Hcfrequent- 
ly wandered into the woods, and paffed whole days in 
hollow trees, without company, or any other amufement 
than his bible. Having reached that pitch of perfection as 
to need no other book, he foon advanced to another ftate 
of fpiritual progrefs, and began to pay lefs regard even to 
that divine compofition itfelf. His own bread, he imagin- 
ed, was full of the fame infpiration which had guided the 
prophets and apoftles themfelves; and by this inward light, 
muft every fpiritual obfeurity be cleared, by this living 
fpirit muft the dead letter be animated. 

WhenI^s had been fufficiently confecrated in his own 
imagination* he felt that the fumes of felf-applaufe foon 
difiipate, if not continually fupplietl by the admiration of 
others; and he beganito feek profelytes. Profelytcswere eafi- 
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ly gained, at a time when all men'saffe&ions were turned to- C H A P. 
wards religion, and when the moft extravagant modes of LXII. 
it were fure to be moft popular. All the forms of cere- (y^AJ 
mony, invented by pride and oftentation, Fox and his djf- l6 ^ 0- 
ciples, from a fuperior pride and oftentation, carefully re- 
jected : Even the ordinary rites of civility were ihunned, 
as the nourifhmentof carnal vanity and felf-conceit. They 
would beftow no titles of diftinclion : The name of friend 
was the only falutation with which they indifcriminately 
accofted every one. To no perfon would they make a 
bow, or move their hat, or give any figns of reverence. In- 
ftead of that affected adulation, introduced into modern 
tongues, of fpeaking to individuals as if they were a mul- 
titude, they returned to the fimplicity of ancient lan- 
guages; and thou and thee were the only expreffions, which, 
on any confideration, they could be brought to employ. 

Drkss too, a material circumftance, diftinguifhed the 
members of this feci:. Every fuperfluity and ornament was 
carefully retrenched : No plaits to their coat, no buttons 
to their fleeves : No lace, no ruffles, no embroidery. Even 
a button to the hat, though fometimes ufeful, yet not be- 
ing always fo, was univerfally rejected by them with hor- 
ror and deteftation. 

The violent enthufiafm of this feci, like all high paf- 
fions, being too ftrong for the weak nerves to fuftain, 
threw the preachers into convulfions, and makings, and 
diftortions in their limbs ; and they thence received the 
appellation of quahers. Amidft the great toleration which 
was then granted to all feels, and even encouragement 
given to all innovations, this feci alone fuftered perfecution, 
From the fervour of their zeal, the quakers broke into- 
churches, difturbed public worfhrfl^nnd harafled the mi- 
niiter and audience with railing and reproaches. When 
carried before a magiftrate, they refufed him all reve- 
rence, and treated him with the fame familiarity as if he 
had been their equal. Sometimes they were thrown into 
mad-houfes, fometimes into prifons: Sometimes whipped, 
fometimes pilloryed. The patience and fortitude with 
which they fuffered, begat compaffion, admiration andef- 
ceem*. A Supernatural fpirit was believed to fupport them 
under thofe fufferings, which the ordinary ftate of huma- 
nity, freed from the illufions of paffion, is unable to fuf- 
tain. 

* The following flory is told by Whitlockc, p, 599. Some quakers 
at Halingcon in Northumberland, coming to the miniftcr on the Sab- 
bath-day, and fpeaking to him, the ptople fell upon the quakers, and 
a.lmoft killed one or two of them; who, going out, fell on their knees, 
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C HAP. The quakers creeped into the ar my : But as they preadh r 
LXII. cc l univerfal peace, they feduced the military zealots from 

[&yY>J their profeffion, and would foon, had they been fuffered, 
3660. haye p u t an end, without any defeat or calamity, to the 
dominion of the faints. Thefe attempts became a frefh 
ground of perfecution, and a new reafon for their pro- 
grefs among the people. 

Morals with this feet were carried, or affected to be 
carried, to the fame degree of extravagance as religion. 
Give a quaker a blow on one cheek, he held up the other : 
Afk his cloke, he gave you his coat alfo : The greateft 
intereft could not engage him, in any court of judicature, 
to fwear even to the truth : He never afked more for his 
wares than the precife fum which he was determined to 
accept. This laft maxim is laudable, and continues ftill to- 
be religioufly obferved by that feet. 

No fanatics ever carried farther the hatred to ceremo- 
nies, forms, orders, rites, and pofitivc inflitutions. Even 
baptifm and the Lord's fupper, by all other feels believed 
to be interwoven with the very vitals of chriftianity, were 
Hifdainfully rejected by them. The very fabbath they pro- 
faned. The holinefs of churches they derided ; and they 
would give to thefe facred edifices no other appellation 
than that of pops or Jleeple-houfes. No priefts were admitted 
in their feet : Every one had received from immediate ill 
lumiaation a character much fuperior to the facerdotal. 
When they met for divine worfhip, each rofe up in his 
place, and delivered the extemporary infpirations of the 
Holy Ghoft: Women alfo were admitted to teach the 
brethren, and were confidered as proper vehicles to con- 
vey the di&fates of the fpirit. Sometimes a great many 
preachers were niovSIn lpeak r.t once : Sometimes a to- 
taLfilence .prevailed in their congregations. 

S«MK quakers attempted to faft forty days in imitation 
of Chrift j and one of them bravely perifbed in the experi- 
ment*. A female quaker came naked into the church 
where the protector fate : being moved by the fpirit, as 
fhe faid, to appear as a Jig/i to the people. A number of 
them fancied, that the renovation of all things had com- 
menced, and that clothes were to be rejected together 
with other fuperfluities. The fufferings which followed 

and prayed God to pardon the people, who knew not what they did ; 
and afterwards fpeaking to the people, to convinced them ot the evil 
they had done in heating them, that the country people 'tell a quarrel- 
ling, and beat one another more than they had before beaten the qua- 
kers. 

f * Whklockc, p. 6J4. 
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*he practice of this do£trine, were a fpecies of perfecution 
not well calculated for promoting it. 

Jamks Nayi.or was a quaker, noted for blafphemy, or 
rather madnefs, in the time of the protecftorfhip. He fan- 
cied that he himfelf was transformed into Chrift, and 
was become the real faviour of the world ; and in confe- 
quence of this frenzy, he endeavoured to imitate many 
actions of the Meffiah related in the evangelifls. As he 
bore a refemblance to the common pictures of Chrift ; 
he allowed his beard to grow in a like form : He raifed a 
perfon from the dead* ; He was miniftered unto by wo- 
men-f- : He entered Briftol mounted on a horfe : I fuppofe, 
Irom the difficulty in that place of finding an afs : His 
diciples fpread their garments before him, and cried, " Ho- 
" fannah to the higheft ; holy, holy is the Lord God of 
" Sabbaoth." When carried before the magiftrate, he 
would give no other anfwer to all queftions than " thou 
i( haft laid it." What is remarkable, the parliament 
thought that the matter deferved their attention. Near 
ten days they fpent in inquiries and debates about himj. 
They condemned him to be pilloryed, whipped, burned 
in the face, and to have his tongue bored through with a 
red-hot iron. All thefe feverities he bore with the ufual 
patience. So far his delufion fupported him. But the fe- 
quel fpoiled all. He was fent 10 Bridewell, confined to 
hard labour, fed on bread and water, and debarred from 
all his difciples, male and female. His illufion diffipated; 
and after fome time, he was contented to come out an or- 
dinary man, and return to his ufual occupations. 

The chief taxes in England, during the time of the 
commonwealth, were the monthly affeffments, the excife, 
and the cuftoms. The affeffments were levied on person- 
al eftates as well as on land§; and commiffioners were 
appointed in each county for rating the individuals. The 
higheft affeffmentamounted to 1 20,000 pounds a-month in 
England ; the loweft was 35,000. The alTeffments in Scot- 
land were fometimes 1 0,000 pounds a-month || ; commonly 
6000. Thofe on Ireland 9000. At a medium, this tax 
might have afforded about a million a-year. The excife, 
during the civil wars, was levied on bread, flelh-meat, as 
well as beer, ale, ftrong-waters, and many other com- 
modities. After the king was fubdued, bread and flcfh- 

• Harleian Mifcellany, vol. vi. p. 399. Oue Dorcas Earbcrry mack 
oatli before a magiftrate, that fhe had been dead two days, and that 
Naylor had brought her to life. t Id. ib- 

' \ Thurloe, vol, v. p. 708. § Scobel, p, 419- II Thurloe, 

vol. ii. p. 476. 
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CHAP, meat were exempted from excife. The cuftoms on ex- 
LXII. portation were lowered in 1656.* In 1650, commif- 

l t/~V~VJ iioners were appointed to levy both cuftoms and excifes. 
j( 6j- Cromwel in 1657 returned to the old practice of farming. 
Eleven hundred thoufand pounds were then offered, boih 
for cuftoms and excife, a greater fum than had ever been 
levied by the commilhonerst: The whole of the taxes 
during that period might at a medium amount to above 
tv/o millions a-year ; a fum which, though moderate, 
much exceeded the revenue of any former king J. Sequef- 
trations, compofitions, fale of crown and church lands, 
and of the lands of delinquents, yielded alfo confiderable 
fums, but very difficult to be eftimated. Church lands are 
faid to have been fold for a million §. None of thefe 
were ever valued at above ten or eleven years purchafe ||. 
The eftates of delinquents amounted to above 200,000 
pounds a-year f . Cromwel died more that two millions 
in debt**; though the parliament had left him in the 
treafury above 500,000 pounds; and in ftores, the value 
of 700,000 pounds ff. 

The committee of danger in April 1648 voted to raife 
the army to 40,000 men||. The fame year, the pay 
of the army was eftimated at 80,000 pounds a-month §§. 
The eftablifhment of the army in 1652, was in Scotland 
15000 foot, 2580 horfe> 560 dragoons; in England, 
4700 foot, 2520 horfe, garrifons 6154. In all, 31,519, 
beiides officers ||||. The army in Scotland was afterwards 
confideiably reduced. The army in Ireland was not much 
fhort of 20,000 men ; fo that upon the whole, the com- 
monwealth maintained in 1652 a ftanding army of more 
than 50,000 men. Its pay amounted to a yearly fum of 
1,047,715 poundsff. Afterwards the protector reduced 
the eftablifhment to 30,000 men, as appears by the In- 
strument of Government and Humble Petition and Ad- 
vice. His frequent enterprifes obliged him from time to 
time to augment them. Richard had on foot in England an 
army of 13,258 men, in Scotland 0506, in Ireland about 
10,000 men ***. The foot foldiers had commonly a fluU 

• SccbcJ, p. 376. f Thurloe, vol. vi. p. 425. \ It appears 
that the lat king's revenue from 1637, 10 the meeting of the long par- 
liament, was only 900,000 pounds, of which 400,000 maybe efkemed 
illegal. § Dr. Walker, p. 14. || Thurloe, vol. i. p. 753. 

t Ibid. vol. ii. p. 414. ** Ibid vol. vii. p. 667. 

•ft World's miflake in Oliver Cromwel. \\ Whidockc, p. 208, 

§ § Ibid, p. 37L'. II Journal, 2d December, 1652. 
1111 Id. ibid. 
*** Journal, 6th cf April, 1659. 
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ling a day*. The horfe had two (hillings and fix-pence ; CHAP, 
fo chat many gentlemen and younger brothers of good fa- LXII. 
mily inlifted in the protector's cavalry-)-. No wonder that v-*-v-*»-f 
fuch men were averfe from the re-eftablifhment of civil (6{iQ - 
government, by which, they well knew, they muft be de- 
prived of fo gainful a profeiiion. 

At the time of the battle of Worcefter, the parliament 
had on foot about 80,000 men, partly militia, partly re- 
gular forces. The vigour of the commonwealth, and the 
great capacity of thofe members who had affumed the go- 
vernment, never at any time appeared fo confpicuous}:. 

The whole revenue of the public, during the protec- 
tor fhip of Richard, was eftimated at 1,868,717 pounds : 
His annual expences at 2,201,540 pounds. An additional 
revenue was demanded from parliament §. 

Thk commerce and induftry of England increafed ex- 
tremely during the peaceable period of Charles's reign : 
The trade to the Eaft-Indies and to Guinea became con- 
fiderable. The Englifh pofTeffed almoft the fole trade with 
Spain. Twenty thoufand cloths were annually fent to Tur- 
key ||. Commerce met with interruption, no doubt, from 
the civil wars and convulfions which afterwards prevailed; 
though it foon recovered after the eftablifhment of the 
commonwealth. The war with the Dutch, by ddlref- 
fing the commerce of fo formidable a rival, ferved to en- 
courage trade in England : The Spanifh war was to an 
equal degree pernicious. All the effects of the Englifh 
merchants, to an immenfe value, were confifcated in 
Spain. The prevalence of democratical principles en- 
gaged the country gentlemen to bind their fons ap- 
prentices to merchants^!; and commerce has ever fince 
been more honourable in England than in any other Eu- 
ropean kingdom. The exclufive companies, which for- 
merly confined trade, were never exprefsly abolifhed by 
any ordinance of parliament during the commonwealth ; 
but as men payed no regard to the prerogative whence the 
charters of thefe companies were derived, the monopoly 
was gradually invaded, and commerce increafed by the 
increafe of liberty. Intereit in 1650 was reduced to fix 
per cent. 

The cuftoms in England, before the civil wars, are faid 
to have amounted to 500,000 pounds a-year** : A fum 

* Thurloe, vol. i. p. 395. vol. ii. -p. 414. t (Jumble's Life of Monk. 
t Whitlocke, p. 477. § Journal, 7th April 1659. 

' Stafford's Letters, vol. i. p. 421. 423. 430. 467. 

• Clarendon. ** Lewis Robert's Trcafure of Traffic. 
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CHAP, ten times greater than during the beft period in queen 
LXII. Elizabeth's reign : But there is probably fome exaggera- 
C/~V\J tion in this matter. 
1660. The poft-houfe in 1653, was farmed at 10,000 pounds 

a-year, which was deemed a confiderable fum for the 
three kingdoms. Letters paid only about half the prefent 
portage. 

From 1619^1638, there had been coined 6,900,042 
pounds. From 1638 to 1657, the coinage amounted to 
7,733,521 pounds*. Dr. Davenant has told us, from the 
regifters of the mint, that between 1558 and 1659, there 
had been coined 19,832,476 pounds in gold and lilver. 

The firfl mention of tea, coffee, and chocolate, is a- 
bout 1660+. Afparagus, artichoakas, collifiower, and a 
variety of fallads, were about the fame time introduced 
into England^. 

The colony of New England increafed by means of 
the puritans, who fleed thither, in order to free themfelves 
from the conftraint which Laud and the church party had 
impofed upon them; and, before the commencement of 
the cijwl wars, it is fuppofed to have contained 25,000 
fouls §. For a like reafon, the catholics, afterwards, who 
found themfelves expofed to many hardfhips, and dread- 
ed ftill worfe treatment, went over to America in great 
numbers, and fettled the colony of Maryland. 

Befoke the civil wars, learning and the fine arts were 
favoured at court, and a good taftc began to prevail in the 
nation. The king loved pictures, fometimes handled the 
pencil himfelf, and was a good judge of the art. The 
pieces of foreign mafters were bought up at a vaft price ; 
and the value of pictures doubled in Europe by the emu- 
lation between Charles and Philip IV. of Spain, who were 
touched with the fame elegant paffion. Vandyke was ca- 
refied and enriched at court. Inigo Jones was mafter of 
the king's buildings ; though afterwards perfecuted by the 
parliament, on account of the part which he had in re- 
building St. Paul's, and for obeying fome orders of coun- 
cil, by which he was directed to pull down houfes, in or- 
der to make room for that edifice. Laws, who had not 
been furpaffed by any mufician before him, was much be- 
loved by the king, who called him the father of mufic. 
Charles was a good judge of writing, and was thought by 
fome more anxious with regard to purity of flyle than be- 
came a monarchy. Notwithstanding his narrow revenue, 

* Happy future State of England. t Anderfon, vol ii.'p. in. 

f Id, ibid. § Bcitifh Erfipirc ia America^ vol. i. p. 373. 
i Burnet.' 
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and his freedom from all vanity, he lived in fuch magni- CHAP, 
licence:, that he po fluffed four and twenty palaces, all of LXII. 
them elegantly and completely furnifhed ; infomuch that L/"V~vJ, 
when he removed from one to another, he was not obliged 
to tranfport any thing along with him. 

Cromwel, though himlelf a barbarian, was not in- 
fenfible to literary merit. Ufher, notwithstanding his be- 
ing a bifrfop, received a penfion from him. Marvel and, 
Milton were in his fervice. Waller, who was his relation, 
was carefTed by him. The pect always laid, that the pro- • 
te£tcr himlelf was not fo wholly illiterate as was common- 
ly imagined. He gave a hundred pounds a-yer.r to the 
divinity profeflbr at Oxford ; and an hiftorian mentions 
this bounty as an inftance of his love of literature . He 
intended to have erected a college at Durham for the be- 
nefit of the northern counties. » 

Civil wars, efpecially when founded on principles of 
libercy, are not commonly unfavourable to the arts of elo- 
quence and compofition ; or ruber, by prefenting nobler 
and more interefting objects, they amply compenfate that 
tranquillity of which they bereave the mules. The fpeeches 
of the parliamentary orators during this period are of a 
{train much fuperior to what any former age had produ- 
ced in England ; and the force and compnfs of our tongue 
were then firft put to trial. It muft, however, be confeffed, 
that the wretched fanaticifm which fo much infected the 
parliamentary party, was no lefs deftru&ive of tafte and 
fcience, than of all law and order. Gaiety and wit were 
profcribed. Human learning defpifed : Freedom of ini- 
quiry detefted : Cant and hypocrify alone encouraged. It 
was an article pofitively infilled on in the preliminaries 
to the treaty of Uxbridge, that all play-houfes fhould for 
ever be abolifhed. Sir John Davenant, fays Whitlockef, 
fpeaking of the year 1658, publifhed an opera, notwith- 
ftanding the nicety of the times. All the king's furniture 
was put to fale ! His pictures, dilpofed of at very low 
prices, enriched all the collect ions in Europe : The car- 
toons, when complete, were only appraifed at 300 pounds, 
though the whole collection of the king's curiofnies was 
fold at above 50,000:};. Even the royal palaces were pulled 
in pieces, and the materials of them fold. The very libra- 
ry and medals at St. James's were intended by the gene- 
rals to be brought to auclion, in order to pay the arreaTS 
of fome regiments of cavalry quartered near London : But 
Selden, apprehenfive of the lofs, engaged his friend Whir- 



* Neale's Hiftory of the Puritans, vol. iv. p. 123. f P. <>39- 

t Pari. Hid. vol. xix, p. 83. 

Vol. V. Eee 
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CHAP. Iccke, then lord-keeper for the commonwealth, to apply 
LXII. for the office of librarian. This expedient faved that valu- 

(y~y-\J a ^ e collection. 
1663. Iris, however, remarkable, that the greateft genius by 

far that fhone out in England during this period, v, as 
deeply engaged with thefe fanatics, and even profututed 
his pen in theological controversy, in factious difputes, 
and in juftifying the molt violent meafures of the party. 
This was John Milton, whofe poems are admirable, 
though liable to fome objections ; his profe writings disa- 
greeable, though not altogether defective in genius. Nor 
are all his poems equal: His Paradife Loft, his Comus, 
and a few others, Shine out amidft fome flat and infipid 
compositions: Even in the Paradife Loft, his capital per- 
formance, there are very long paflages, amounting 1 to near 
a third of the work, almoft wholly deftitute of harmony 
and elegance, nay, of all vigour of imagination. This na- 
tural inequality in Milton's genius was much incrtafed 
by the inequalities in his Subject ; of which fome parts 
are of themfelves the molt lofty that can enter into hu- 
man conception ; others would have required the nioft la- 
boured elegance of compofition to Support them. It is cer- 
tain, that this author, when in a happy mood, and em- 
ployed on a noble Subject, is the molt wonderfully Sub- 
lime of any poet in any language ; Homer and Lucretius 
and TafSo not excepted. More conciSe than Homer, more 
Simple than Taffo, more nervous than Lucretius ; had he 
lived in a later age, and learned to polifh Some rudenefs 
in his verfes; had he enjoyed better fortune, and pofSef- 
fed leifure to watch the returns of genius in himfelf, he 
had attained the pinnacle of perfection, and borne away 
the palm of epic poetry. 

It is well known, that Milton never enjoyed in his life- 
time the reputation which he deferved. His Paradife Loft 
was long neglected : Prejudices againft an apologift for 
the regicides, and againft a work not wholly purged from 
the cant of former times, kept the ignorant world from 
perceiving the prodigious merit of that performance. Lord 
Somers, by encouraging a good edition of it, about twen- 
ty years after the author's death, firft brought it into re- 
queft •, and TonSon, in his dedication of a Smaller edition 
Speaks of it as a work juft beginning to be known. Even 
during the prevalence of Milton's party, he feems never to 
have been much regarded ; and Whitlocke* talks of one 
Milton, as he calls him, a blind man, who was employed 
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in tran dating a treaty with Sweden into Latin. Thefe 
forms of exprefiion are amufmg to pofterity, who conii- 
der how obicure Whitlocke himfelf, though lord-keeper, 
and ambailador, and indeed a man of great abilities, and 
merit, has become in companion of Milton. 

It is not itrange that Milton received no encouragement 
after the reftoration : It is more to be admired that he ei- 
caped with his life. Many of the cavaliers blamed ex- 
tremely that lenity towards him, which was fo honour- 
able in the king, and lb advantageous to pofterity. It is 
faid, that he had faved Davenant's life, during the protec- 
torfhip; and Davenant in return afforded him like protec- 
tion after the reftoration j being fenfible that men of letters 
ought always to regard their fympathy of tafte as a more 
powerful baud of union than any difference of party or opi- 
nion as a fource of animofity. It was during a ftate of po- 
verty, blindnefs, difgrace, danger and old age, that Mil- 
ton compofed his wonderful poem, which not only fur- 
paffed all ihe performances of his cotempora ies, but all 
the compoiitions which had flowed from his pen, during 
the vigour of bis age and the height of his prolperity. This 
circumltance is not the ieaft remarkable of all thofe which 
attend that great genius. He died in 1674, aged 66. 

Waller was the firfl refiner of Englifh poetry, at 
leaft of Englifh rhyme ; but his performances flill abound 
with many faults, and, what is more material, they con- 
tain but feeble and fuperricial beauties. Gaiety, wit, and 
ingenuity, are their ruling character : They afpire not to 
the fublime - r ftill lets to the pathetic. They treat of love, 
without making us feel any tendernefs ; and abound in 
panegyric, without exciting admiration. The panegyric, 
however, on Cromwel, contains more force than we 
fhould expe£t from the other compofitions of this poet. 

Waller was born to an ample fortune, was early 
introduced to the court, and lived in the belt company. 
He poffeffed talents for eloquence as well as poetry - t arid 
till his death, which happened in a good old age, he was 
the delight of the houfe of commons. The errors of his life 
proceeded more from want of. courage, than of honour or 
integrity. He died in 1687, aged $2. 

Cowley is an author extremely corrupted by the bad 
tafie of his age ; but, had he lived even in the pureft times 
of Greece or Rome, he muft always have been a very in- 
different poet. He.had no ear for harmony ; andhisverfes 
are only known to be fuch by the rhyme, which terminals 
them. In his rugged untuneable numbers are conveyed 
fentiments the molt {trained and diftortsd ; long-fpun a> 
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CHAP, legories, diftant allufions, and forced conceits. Great irt- 
LXIl. gc.uity, however, and vigour of thought, fometimes break 
out amidlt thofe unnatural conceptions : A few anacre- 
1660. ontics furprife us by their eafe and gaiety : His profe 
writings pleafe, by the honefty and goodnefa with which 
they exprefs, and even by their fpieen and. melancholy*, 
This author was much more praifed and admired during 
his lifetime, and celebrated after his death, than the great 
Hilccn. He died in 1667, aged 49. 

Sir John Denham, in his Cooper's Hill (for none of 
his other poems merit attention), has a loftincls and vi- 
gour, which had not before him been attained by any Eng- 
li Hi poet who wrote in rhyme. : he mechanical difficul- 
ties of that meafure retarded its improvement. Shakefpeare, 
whofe tragic fcenesare fometimes fo wonderfully forcible 
and exprtiTive, is a very indifferent poet when he attempts 
to rhyme. Precifion and neatnefs are chiefly wanting in 
Denham. He died in 1688, aged 73. 

No Englifh author in that age was more celebrated both 
abroad and at home, than Hobbes : In our time, he is 
much neglected : A lively inftance, how precarious all 
reputations founded on reafoning and philofophy ! A 
pleafant comedy, which paints the manners of the age, and 
expofes a faithful picture of nature, is a durable work, and 
is tranfmitted to the lateft pofterity. But a fyftem, whe- 
ther phy ileal or metaphyseal, commonly owes its fuccefs 
to its novelty : and is no foontr canvafled with impar- 
tiality than its weaknefs is difcovered. Hobbes's politics 
are fitted only to promote tyranny, and his ethics to en- 
courage liccntioufirefs. Though an enemy to religion, he 
partakes nothing of the fpirit of fcepticifm •, but is as po- 
Stive and dogmatical as if human reafon, and his reaion 
in particular, could attain a thorough convi£ficn in thefe 
jubje&s. Clearncfs and propriety of ftyle are the chief 
excellencies of Hobbes's writings. In his own perfon he 
is reprefented to have been a man of virtue; a character 
no-wife furprifmg, notwithstanding his libertine fyilem 
of ethics. Timidity is the principal fault with which he is 
reproached : He lived to an extreme old age, yet could 
never reconcile himfelf to the thoughts of death. The 
boldnefs of his opinions and fentiments forms a remark- 
able contraft to this part of his character. He died in 1679, 
aged 91. 

Harring ion's Oceana was well adapted to that age, 
when the plans of imaginary republics uere the daily iub- 
jects of debate and converfation ; and even in our time, it 
is juftly admired as a work of genius and invention. The 
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idea, however, of a perfect and immortal commonwealth^,- C H A P. 
will always be found as chimerical as that of a perfect arid' 1 LXII. 
immortal man. The ftyle of this author wants cafe and {y*Y\J 
fluency; but the good matter, which his work contains, idOo. 
magics comperif ition. He died in 1677, a R e ^ ^6. 

Harvf.y is entitled to the glory of having made, by rea- 
foning alone, without any mixture of accident, a capital 
difcovery in one of the inolt important branches of fcience. 
He had alfo the happinefs of eftablifhing at once this 
theory on the mod folid and convincing proofs; and pof- 
terity has added little to the arguments fuggefted by his 
indultry and ingenuity. His troutife of the circulation of 
the blood is farther embcllilhed by that warmth and fpirit 
which fo naturally accompany the genius of invention. 
This ijreat man was much favoured by Charles I. who 
gave him the liberty of ufing all the deer in the royal 
forefts for perfecting his difcoveries on the generation of 
animals. It was remarked, that no phyfician in Europe, 
who had reached forty years of age, ever, to the end of 
his life, adopted Harvey's doctrine of the circulation of 
the blood, and that his practice in London diminifhed ex- 
tremely, from the reproach drawn upon him by that great 
and fignal difcovery. So flow is the progrefs of truth in 
every fcience, even when not oppofed by factious or fuper- 
ftitious prejudices ! He died in 1657, aged 79. 

This age affords great materials for hiltory •, but did 
not produce any accompliChed hiflorian. Clarendon, how- 
ever, will always be efteemed an entertaining writer, even 
independent of our curiofity to know the facts which he 
relates. His flyle is prolix and redundant, and fuffbeates 
us by the length of its periods : But it difcovers imagina- 
tion and fentiment, and pleafes us at the fame time that 
we difapprove of it. He is more partial in appearance than 
in reality : For he feems perpetually anxious to apologife 
for the king ; but his apologies are often well grounded. ' 
He is lefs partial in his relation of facts, than in his ac- 
count of characters : He was too honelt a man to falfify 
the former ; his affections were eafily capable, unknown 
to himfelf, of difguifing the latter. An air of probity and 
goodnefs runs through the whole work •, as thefe qualities 
did in reality embelliih the whole life ot the author. He 
died in 1674, aged 66. 

THrSr are the chief performances which engage the 
attention of pofterity. Thofe numberlefs productions, with 
which the prefs then abounded ; the cant of the pulpit, 
the declamations of party, the fubtilities of theology, all 
thefe have long ago funk in filence and oblivion. Even a 
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CH AP%^T lter > f uc h as Selden, whole learning" was his chief ex- 
LXU. ^JpUency 5 or Chillingworth, an acute difputant againft 
^ — y _ __j the papdls, will fcarcely be ranked among the dailies of 
tutu. our language or country. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 



Neiv ministry Acl of indemnity Settlement of the re- 
venue Trial and execution of the regicides Dijfilu- 

tion of the convention Parliament Prelacy rejlored 

Infurretlion of the Millenariatis Affairs of Scot- 
land Conference Tit the Savoy Arguments for and 

againjl a ccmprehenfion A new parliament Bif)ops* 

feats refiored Corporation act Ail of uniformity 

King's marriage Trial of Vane and execution 

——Prefbyterian clergy ejetled Dunkirk fold to the 

French Declaration of indulgence Decline of Cla- 
rendon's credit. 



CHARLES II. when he afcended the throne of his CHAP, 
anceftors, was thirty years of age. He poffeffed a LXIII. 
vigorous conrtitution, a fine ihape, a manly figure, a grace- {_s~v~\J 
ful air ; and though his features were harlh, yet was his 1660. 
countenance in the main lively and engaging. He was in 
that period of life, when there remains enough of youth 
to render the perfon amiable, without preventing that au- 
thority and regard which attend the years of experience 
and maturity.- Tendernefs was excited by the memory of 
his recent adverfitks. His prefent profperity was the ob- 
ject rather of admiration than of envy. And as the fudden 
and furpriling revolution, which reftored him to his regal 
rights, had alfo reftored the nation to pence, law, order, 
and liberty ; no prince ever obtained a crown in more fa- 
vourable circumftances, or was more bleft with the cor- 
dial affection and attachment of his fubjects. 

This popularity, the king, by his whole demeanor and 
behavior, was well qualified to fupport and to increafe. 
To a lively wit and quick comprehenfion, he united a juft 
understanding, and a general obfervation both of men and 
things. The eafiefl: manners, the moft unaffected polite- 
nefs, the moft engaging gaiety, accompanied his conver- 
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CH A P. fation and addrefs. Accuftomed, during his exile, to live 
LXIIIl among his courtiers rather like a companion than a mo- 
v^-* narch, he retained, even while on the throne, that open af* 
i66c. fability, which was capable of reconciling the moft deter- 
mined republicans to his royal dignity, i otally devoid of 
refentment, as well from the natural lenity as carrldlnefs 
of his temper, he infured pardon to the moft guilty of his 
enemies, and left hopes of favour to his moil violent op- 
ponents. From the whole tenor of his actions and dif- 
courfc, he feemed defirous of lofing the memory of pad 
animofities, and of uniting every party in an affection for 
their prince and their native country. 
New minif- " Into his council were admitted the mofl eminent men 
"7- of the nation, without regard to former diftin&ions : The 

prefbyterians, equally with the royalifts, (bared this h nor. 
Annelley was alfo created earl of Anglefey ; Alhley Coo- 
per, lord Afhley •, Denzil Hollis, lord Hollis. The earl of 
Manchefter was appointed lord chamberlain, and lord Say, 
privy feal. Calamy and Baxter, prefbyterian clergymen, 
were even made chaplains to the king. 

Admiral Montague, created earl of Sandwich, was 
entitled, from his recent fervices, to great favour ; and he 
obtained it. Monk, created duke of Albermarle, had per- 
formed fuch fignal fervices, that, according to a vulgar and 
malignant obfervation, he ought rather to have expected 
hatred and ingratitude : Yet was he ever treated by the 
king with great marks of diftin£tion. Charles's difpofition, 
free from jealoufy ; and the prudent behaviour of the ge- 
neral, who never over-rated his merits; prevented all thofe 
difgufts which naturally arife in fo delicate a fituation. 
The capacity too of Albemarle was not extenfive, and his 
parts were more folid than {hining. Though he had dif- 
tinguifbed himfelf in inferior (rations, he was imagined, 
upon familiar acquaintance, not to be wholly equal to 
thofe great achievements, which fortune, united to pru- 
dence, had enabled him to perform; and he appeared unfit 
for the court, a fcene of life to which he had never been 
accuftomed. Morrice, his friend, was created fecrctary of 
ftate, and was fupportcd more by his patron's credit than, 
by his own abilities or experience. 

But the choice which the king at firft made of his prin- 
cipal minifters and favourites, was the circumftance 
which chiefly gave contentment to . the nation, and prog- 
nofticated future happinefs and tranquillity. Sir Edward 
Hyde, created earl of Clarendon, was chancellor and 
prime miniller : The marquis, created duke of Ormcnd, 
was fteward of the houfehold : The eari of Southampton 
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high treafurer : Sir Edward Nicholas, fecretary of Mate. CH AP. 
Thefe men, united together in friendfhip, and combining LXIII. 
in the fame laudable inclinations, fupported each other's {S~Y\J 
credit, and purfued the interefts of the public. ibto. 

Agreeable to the prefent profperity of public afT.iir9, 
Was the univerfal joy and feltivity difVufed throughout the 
nation. The melancholy aufterity of the fanatics fell into 
difcredit, together with their principles. The royaliits, 
who had ever affected a contrary difpofnion, found in their 
recent fuccefs new motives for mirtli and gaiety ; and it 
now belonged to them to give repute and fathion to their 
manners. From paft experience it had fufikiently appear- 
ed, that gravity was very diftindt from wifdom, formality 
from virtue, and hypocrify from religion. The king him- 
felf, who bore a ftrong propenfity to pleafure, ferved, by 
his powerful and engaging example, to banifli thofe 
four and malignant humours, which had hitherto engen- 
dered fuch confufion. And though the juft bounds were 
undoubtedly palled, when men returned f rom their former 
extreme ; yet was the public happy in exchanging vices, 
pernicious to fociety, for diforders, hurtful chiefly to the 
individuals themfelves who were guilty of them. 

It required fome time before the fevcral parts of the 
Hate, disfigured by war and faction, could recover their 
former arrangement : But the parliament immediately 
fell into good correfpondence with the king ; and they 
treated him with the fame dutiful regard, which had 
ufually been paid to his prcdeceflbrs. Being fummoned 
without the king's confent, they received, at firft, only the 
title of a convention ; and it was not till he pafled an adr. 
for that purpofe, that they were called by the appellation 
of parliament. All judicial proceedings, tranfactcd in the 
name of the commonwealth or protector, were ratified by 
a new law, and both houfes acknowledging the guilt of 
the former rebellion, gratefully received, in their own name 
and in that of all the fubjedts, his majelty's gracious par- 
don and indemnity. 

The king, before his reftoration, being afraid of reduc- A" of isw, 
ing any of his enemies to defpair, and at the fame time dc ' init y« 
unwilling that fuch enormous crimes as had been commit- 
ted, fhould receive a total impunity, had expreffcd himfelf 
very cautioufly in his declaration of Breda, and had pro- 
mifed an indemnity to all criminals but fuch as (hould be 
excepted by parliament. He now iflued a proclamation, 
declaring that fuch of the late king's judges as did not yield 
themfelves prifoners within fourteen days, fhould receive no 
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CHAP, pardon. Nineteen furrendered themfelves : Some were ta- 
LXIIi. ken in their flight : Others efcaped beyond fea. 
fcyV \J The commons feem to have been more inclined to le- 
1660. ni ty than the lords The upper houfe, inflamed by the 
ill ufage which they had received, were refolved, befides 
the late king's judges, to except every one who had fitten 
in any high court of jullice. Nay, the earl of Briftol mov- 
ed, that no pardon might be granted to thofe who had 
toy-wife contributed to the king's death. So wide an 
exception, in which every one who had ferved the par- 
liament might be comprehended, gave a general alarm; 
and men began to apprehend, that th s motion was 
the effect of fome court artifice or intrigue. But the 
king foon diffipated chefe fears. He came co the houfe 
of peers ; and in the moft earneft terms, paffed the aft of 
general indemnity. He urged both the neceffity of the 
thing, and the obligation of his former promile : A pro- 
mife, he fad, which he would ever regard as facred ; fince 
to it he probably owed the fatisfacrion, which at prefent 
he enjoyed, of meeting his people in parliament. This 
meafure of the king's was received with great applaufe, 
and fatisfadtion. 

After repeated felicitations, the a£l of indemnity paf- 
fed both houfes, and foon received the royal affent. Thole 
who had an immediate hand in the late king's death, were 
there excepted : Even Cromwel, Ireton, Bradfhaw, and 
others now dead, were attainted, and their eftates forfeited. 
Vane and Lambert, though none of the regicides, were 
alfo excepted. St. John and feventeen perfons more were 
deprived of all benefit from this act, if they ever accepted 
any public employment. All who had fitten in any illegal 
high court of jullice were difabied from bearing offices. 
Thefe were all the feverities which followed fuch furious 
civil wars and convulfions. 

The next bufinefs was the fettlement of the king's re- 
settlement venue. In this work, the parliament had regard to pub- 
ofthe.rt- lie freedom, as well as to the fupport of the erown. The 
ftiiuc, tenures of ward6 and liveries had lonej been regarded as a 
grievous burthe-n by the nobility and gentry : Several at- 
tempts had been made during the reign of James to pur- 
chafe this prerogative, together with that of purveyance ; 
and 2co,ooo pounds a-year had been offered that prince 
in lieu of them : Wardfhips and purveyance had been ut- 
terly abo'lilhed by the republican parliament : and even in 
the prefent parliament, before the king arrived in England, 
a bill had been introduced, offering him a compenfation. 
for the emolument of thefe prerogatives. A hundred, 
thoufand pounds a-yeax was the fum agreed to ; and halY 



CHARLES II. 



403 



of the excife was fettled in perpetuity upon the crown ns CH A P. 
the fund whence this revenue {hould be levied. Though LXIII. 
that import yielded more profit, the bargain might be ef- \^y\J 
teemed hard ; and it was chiefly the necellity of the king's 
fituation, which induced him to confent to it. No rcqueft 
of the parliament, during the prefent joy, could be refuf- 
ed them. 

Tonnage and poundage and the other half of the ex- 
cife were granted to the king during life. The parliament 
even proceeded fo far as to vote that the fettled revenue of 
thecrownfor allchargesfhouldbe 1, 200, coo pounds3 year ; 
a fum greater than any Englifh monarch had ever before 
enjoyed. But as all the princes of Europe were perpetu- 
ally augmenting their military force, and consequently 
their expence, it became requifite that England, from mo- 
tives both of honour and fecurity, {hould bear fome pro- 
portion to them, and adapt its revenue to the new fyftem 
of politics which prevailed. According to the chancellor's 
computation, a charge of 800,000 pounds a-year was at 
prefent requifite for the fleet and other articles, which 
formerly coft the crown but eighty thoufand. 

Had the parliament, before reftoring the king, infilled 
on any farther limitations than thofe which the conftitu- 
tion alfeady impofed; befidcs the danger of reviving for- 
mer quarrels among parties ; it would feem, that their pre- 
caution had been entirely fuperfluous. By reafon of its 
flender and precarious revenue, the crown in effect was 
ftill totally dependent. Not a fourth part of this fum, 
which feemed requifite for public expences, could be le- 
vied without confent of parliament •, and any conceffions, 
had they been thought neceffary, might, even after the 
reftoration, be extorted by the commons- from their ne- 
ceffkous prince. This parliament fliowed no intention of 
employing at prefent that engine to any fuch purpofes ; 
but they feemed ftill determined not to part with it en- 
tirely, or to render the revenues of the crown fixed and 
independent. Though they voted in general, that 
1,200,000 pounds a-year {hould be fettled on the king, 
they fcarcely affigned any funds which could yield two- 
thirds of that fum. And they left the care of fulfilling 
their engagements to tire future confideration of parlia- 
ment. 

In all the temporary fupplies which they voted, they 
difcovered the fame cautious frugality.. To difband the 
army, fo formidable in itfelf, and fo much accuftomed 
to rebellion and changes of government, was neceffiry 
for the fecurity both of king and parliament ; yet the 
commons fliowed great jealoufy in granting the f»ms re- 
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CHAP, quifite for that end, An affeflment of 70,000 pounds a-' 
LXI1I. month was impcfed ; but it was at firft voted to continue 
\s V \J only three months : And all the other fums, which they 
1660. levied for that purpofe, by a poll-bill and new affeffmerits, 
were ftill granted by parcels ; as if they were not, as 
yet, well allured of the fidelity of the hand to which the 
money wasentrufted. Having proceeded fo far in the fet- 
Sept. 13. t i ement Q f t jj e na ti on} the parliament adjourned itfelf for 
fome time. 

During the recefs of parliament, the object, which 
chiefly interefted the public, was the trial and condemna- 
tion of the regicides. The general indignation, attending 
Trial and the enormous crime of which thefe men had been guilty, 
tff he* 00 nia< ^ £ t ^ le ^ r Offerings the fubjeft of joy to the people : liut 
gicidei. " in tne peculiar circumftances of that action, in die preju- 
dices of the times, as well as in the behaviour of the cri- 
minals, a mind, feafoned with humanity, will find a plen- 
tiful fource of companion and indulgence. Can any one, 
without concern for human blindnefs and ignorance, con- 
fider the demeanour »f general Harrifon, who was firft 
brought to his trial ? "With great courage and elevation of 
fentimtnt, he told the court, that the pretended crime, 
of which he ftood accufed, was not a deed performed in 
a corner : The found of it had gone forth to moft nations ; 
and in the lingular and marvellous conduct of it had chief- 
ly appeared the fovereign power of heaven. That hehim- 
felf, agitated by doubts, had often, with paflionate 
tears, offered up his addreffes to the divine Majcfty, and 
earneftly fought for light and conviction : He had Hill re- 
ceived aflurance of a heavenly fanrTtion, and returned 
from thefe devout fupplications with more ferene tran- 
quillity and fatisfa£tion. That all the nations of the earth 
were, in the eyes of their Creator, lefs than a drop of wa- 
ter in the bucket ; nor were their erroneous judgments 
aught but darknefs, compared with divine illuminations. 
That thefe frequent illapfes of the divine fpirit he could 
not fufpect to be interelted illufions ; fince he was con- 
fcious, that, for no tempqral advantage, would he offer 
injury to the pooreft man or woman that trod upon the 
earth. That all the allurements of ambition, all the ter- 
rors of imprifonment, had not been able, during the ufur- 
pation of Cromwel, to fliake his fteady refolution, or 
bend him to a compliance with that deceitful tyrant. And 
that when invited by him to fit on the right hand of the 
throne, when offered riches and fplendour and dominion, 
he had difdainfully rejected all temptations ; and neglec- 
ting the tears of his friends and family, had ftill, through 
every danger, held faft his principles and his integrity. 
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Scot, who was more a republican than a fanatic, had 
{aid in the houfe of commons, a little before the reftora- 
tion, that he defired no other epitaph to be inferibed on 
his tomb- ftone than this ; Here lies Thomas Scot, who ad- 
judged the king to death. He fuppoited the fame fpirit up- 
on his trial. 

Carew, a Millenarian, fubmitted to his trial, fav'mg to 
our Lord Jefus Chriji his right to the government of thefe 
kingdoms. Some fcrupled to fay, according to form, that 
they would be tried by God and their country; becaufe 
God was not vitibly prefent to judge them. Others faid, 
that they would be tried by the word of God. 

No more than fix of the late king's judges, Harrifon, 
Scot, Carew, Clement, Jones, and Scrope, were execu- 
ted : Scrope alone, of all thofe who came in upon the 
king's proclamation. He was a gentleman of good family 
and of a decent character: But it was proved, that he 
had a little before, in conveTfation, exprefled himfelf as if 
he were no-wife convinced of any guilt in condemning 
the king. Axtel, who had guarded the high court of juf- 
tice, Hacker, who commanded on the day of the king's 
execution, Coke, the folicitor for the people of England, 
and Hugh Peters, the fanatical preacher, who inflamed 
the army and impelled them to regicide : All thefe were 
tried, and condemned, and fuffered with the king's judg- 
es. No faint or confeflbr ever went to martyrdom with 
more aflured confidence of heaven than was exprefled by 
thofe criminals, even when the terrors of immediate 
death, joined to many indignities, were fct before them. 
The reft of the king's judges, by an unexampled lenity, 
were reprieved ; and they were difperfed into feveral pri- 
fons. 

This punilhment of declared enemies interrupted not 
the rejoicings of the court: But the death of the duke of 
Gloceiter, a young prince of promifing hopes, threw a 
great cloud upon them. The king, by no incident in his 
life, was ever fo deeply arTe&ed. Glocefter was obferved 
to poflefs united the good qualities of both his brothers. 
The clear judgment and penetration of the king ; the in- 
duftry and application of the duke of York. He was alfo 
believed to be" affectionate to the religion and conftitution 
of his country. He was but twenty years of age, when the 
lmall-pox put an end to his life. 

The princefs of Orange, having come to England, in 
order to partake of the joy attending the reftoration of 
her family, with whom (he lived in great friendlhip, foon 
after fickened and died. The queen-mother payed a vifit 
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to her fon ; and obtained his confent to the marriage of 
the princeis Henrietta, with the duke of Orleans, brother 
to the French king. 

After a recefs of near two months, the parliament 
met, and proceeded in the great work of the national fet- 
tlement. They euablilhed the port-office, wine licences, 
and foine articles of the revenue. They granted more af- 
fefTmenrs, and fome arrears, for paying and difbanding 
the army. Bufincfr. being carried on with great unanimity, 
was foon difparched : And after they had fitten near two 
months, the king, in a fpeech full of the moll gracious 
expreffions, thought proper to diffolve them. 

1 his houfe of commons 'had been chofen. during the 
reign of the old parliamentary party; and though many 
royalifts had creeped in amongft them, yet did it chiefly 
conGfl of prelbyterianS; who had not yet entirely laid afide 
their old jealoufies and principles. Lenthal. a member, 
having faid, that thofe who firft took arms againft the 
king, were as guilty as thofe who afterwards brought him 
to the fcafFold, was feverely reprimanded by order of the 
houfe ; and the moft violent efforts of the long parliament, 
to fecure the conftitution, and bring delinquents to juf- 
tice, were in effect vindicated and applauded*. The claim 
of the two houfes to the militia, the firft ground of the 
quarrel, however exorbitant an ufurpation, was never 
exprefsly refigned by this parliament. They made all 
grants of money with a very fparing hand. Great arrears 
■ being due by the protector, to the fleet, the army, the 
navy-office, and every branch of fervice ; this whole debt 
they threw upon the crown, without eftublifhing funds 
iuificient for its payment. Yet notwithftanding this jea- 
lous care cxprefled by the parliament, there prevails a 
ftory, that Popham, having founded the dilpofition of the 
members, undertook to the earl of Southampton to pro- 
cure, during the king's life, a grant of two millions a-year 
land tax ; a fum which, added to the cuftoms and excife, 
would for ever have rendered this prince independent of 
his people. Southampton, it is faid, merely from his af- 
fection to the king, had unwarily embraced the offer; and 
it was not till he communicated the matter to the chancel- 
lor, that he was made fenfible of its pernicious tendency. 
It is not improbable, that fuch an offer might have been 
made, and been hearkened to ; but it is no-wife proWble 
that all the intereftofthe court would ever, with this 
houfe of commons, have been able to make it eff.ctuaL 
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Clarendon ihowed his prudence, no lefs than his integri- CHAP, 
ty, in entirely rejecting it. ILXJIL 

The chancellor, from the fame principles of conduct, {y^Y\J 
haftened to difband the army. When the king reviewed 1000. 
thefe veteran troops, he was Itruck with their beauty, or- 
der, dicipline, and martial appearance ; and being fenfi- 
ble, that regular forces are mod necetfiiry implements of 
royalty, he exprefled a defire of finding expedients ftill to 
retain them. But his wife minifter fet before him the dan- 
gerous i'pirit by which thefe troops were actuated, their 
enthufiaflic genius, their habits of rebellion and mutiny j 
and he convinced the king, that, till they were difbanded, 
he never could efteem himfelf fecurely eitabliihed on his 
throne. No more troops were retained than a few guards 
and garrifons, about 1000 horfe, and 4000 foot. This 
was the firft appearance, under ^ie monarchy, of a regu- 
lar Itanding army in this ifland. Lord Mordaunt laid, that 
the king, being poflelTed of that force, might now look 
upon himfelf as the molt confiderable gentleman in Eng- 
land.* The fortifications of Glocefter, Taunton, anil other 
towns, which had made refiftance to the king during the 
civil wars, were demolifhed. 

Clarendon not only behaved with wifdom and juflice 
in the office of chancellor : All the counfcls, which he 
gave the king, tended equally to promote the interelt of 
prince and people. Charles, accullomed in his exile to 
pay entire deference to the judgment of this faithful fer- 
vanr, continued ftill to fubmit to his direction ; and for 
fome time no miniiter was ever pollened of more abfolute 
authority. He moderated the forward zeal of the royalifts, 
and tempered their appetite for revenge. With the oppo- 
iite party, he endeavoured to preferve inviolate all the 
king's engagements : He kept an exact regilter of the 
promifes which had been made for any fervice, and he 
employed all his induftry to fulfil them. This good mini- 
fter was now nearly allied to the royal family. His daugh- 
ter, Ann Hyde, a woman of fpirit and fine accompliih- 
ments, had hearkened, while abroad, to the addrefies of 
the duke of York, and, under promife of marriage, had 
fecretly admitted him to her bed. Her pregnancy. appeared 
foon after the reftoration •, and though many endeavour- 
ed to diffuade the king from confenting to fo an une- 
qual an alliance, Charles, in pity to his friend and mini- 

* King James's Memoirs. Tin's prince fays, that Venner's infurrec- 
tion furnithed a reafon or pretence for keeping up the guards, which 
were intended at firft to have been diibanded with tke reft of the army. 
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CHAP, fter, who had been ignorant of thefe engagements, per* 
LXIII. mitted his brother to marry her*. Clarendon exprefled 
^yy^vJ great uneafinefs at the honour which he had obtained; and 
1660. faidj that, by being elevated fo much above his rank, he 

thence dreaded a more fudden downfal. 
Prelicy Most circumftances of Clarendon's adminiftration have 
rc ore ' met with applaufe : His maxims alone in the conduct of 
ecclefiaftical politics have by many been deemed the effect 
of prejudices narrow and bigoted. Had the jealoufy of 
royal power prevailed fo far with the convention parlia- 
ment, as to make them Teftore the king with ftrict limita- 
tions, there is no queftion but the eftablifhment of prefby- 
terian difcipline hzd been one of the conditions mod 
rigidly infilled on. Not only that form of ecclefiaftical 
government is more favourable to liberty than to royal 
power : It was likewife, on its own account, agreeable to 
the majority of the houfe of commons, and fuited their 
religious principles. But as the impatience of the people, 
the danger of delay, the general difguft towards faction, 
and the authority of Monk, had prevailed over that jealous 
project of limitations, the full fettlement of the hierarchy, 
together with the monarchy, was a neceffary, and infalli- 
ble confequence. All the royalifts were zealous for that 
mode of religion ; the merits of the epifcopal clergy to- 
wards the king, as well as their fufferings on that account, 
had been great ; the laws which eftablifhed bifhops and 
the liturgy were as yet unrepealed by legal authority ; and 
any attempt of the parliament, by new ajts, to give the 
fuperiority to prefbyterianifm, had been fufticient to in- 
volve the nation again in blood and confufion. Moved by 
thefe views, the commons had wifely poftponed the ex- 
amination of all religious controverfy, and had left the 
fettlement of the church to the king and to the ancient 
laws. 

The king at firft ufed great moderation in the execu- 
tion of the laws. Nine bifhops ftill remained alive ; and 
thefe were immediately reftored to their fees : Al! the 
ejected clergy recovered their livings : The liturgy, a form 
of worfhip decent and not without beauty, was again ad- 
mitted into the churches : But, at the fame time, a decla- 
ration was ilTued, in order to. give contentment to the 
prefbyterians, and preferve an air of moderation and neu- 
trality!. In this declaration, the king promifed that he 
would provide fuffragan bifhops for the larger diocefes ; 

* King James't Memoirs. 
i Pari. Hi ft. vol. xxiii. p. I73» 
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thatthe prelates fhould, all of them, be regular and conftant CH AI 
preachers ; that they fhould not confer ordination, or ex- LXIII 
ercife any jurifdi£tion, without the advice and affiftance i./V^ 
of prefbyters, chofen by the diocefe ; that fuch alterations 1 ^ 60, 
fhould be made in the liturgy as would render it totally 
unexceptionable ; that, in the mean time, the ufe of that 
mode of worfhip fhould not be impofed on fuch as were 
unwilling to receive it ; and that the furplice, the crofs in 
baptifm, and bowing at the name of Jefus, fhould not be 
rigidly infifted on. This declaration was iflued by the 
kingasheadof thechurch ; and he plainly affumed,in many 
parts of it, a legiflative authority in ecclefiaftieal matters. 
But the Englifh government, though more exactly defined 
by late contefts, was not as yet reduced, in every particu- 
lar, to the ftric-1 limits of law. And if ever prerogative 
was juftinably employed, it feejned to be on the prefent 
occafion, when all parts of the (late were torn with paft 
convulfions, and required the moderating hand of the 
chief magiftrate to reduce them to their ancient order. 

But though thefe appearances of neutrality were main- 
tained, and a mitigafed epifcopacy only feemed to be infif- 
ted on, it was far from the intention of the miniftry always 
to preferve like regard to the prefbyterians. The madnefs 
of the fifth monarchy-men afforded them a pretence for 
departing from it. Venner, a defperate enthufiaff, who Infurree 
had often confpired againft Cromwel, having, by his zea- t'"_ n of 
lous le'c~r.ures, inflamed his own imagination and that of ^' 3 e < n 
his followers, iffued forth at their head in the ftreets of 
London. They were to the number of Gxty, completely 
armed, believed themfelves invulnerable and invincible, 
and firmly expected the fame fuccefs which had attend- 
ed Gideon and other heroes of the Old Teftament. 
Every one at firft fled before them. One unhappy man, 
who, being queftioned, faid, M He was for God and king 
Charles," was initantly murdered by them. They went 
triumphantly from itreet to ftreet, everywhere proclaim- 
ing king Jefus, who, they faid, was their invilible leader* 
At length the magiftrates, having affembled fome train- 
bands, made an attack upon them. They defended them- 
felves with order, as well as valour ; and, after killing ma- 
ny of the affailants, they made a regular retreat into Cane- 
Wood, near Hampftead. Next morning they were chafed 
thence by a detachment of the guards ; but they ventured 
again to invade the city, which was not prepared to re- 
ceive them. After committing great diforder, and traver- 
sing almoft every ftreet of that immenfe capital, they re- 
tired into a houfe, which they were refolute to defend to 
Vol, V. Ggg 
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CHAP, the kft extremity. Being furrounded, and the houfe un- 
LXIII. tiled, they were fired upon from every fide ; and they (till 
t/"Y"\J refufed quarter. The people rufhed in upon them, and 
1660. feized the few who were alive. Thefe were tried, con- 
demned, and executed ; and to the laft, they perfifted in 
affirming, that if they were deceived, it was the Lord that 
had deceived them. 

Clarendon and the miniftry took occafion, from this 
infurrection, to infer the dangerous fpirit of the prefbyte- 
rians, and of all the fedfaries : But the madnefs of the at- 
tempt fufhciently proved, that it had been undertaken by 
no concert, and never could have proved dangerous. The 
well known hatred, too, which prevailed between the 
prefbyterians and the other fe£ls, fhould have removed the 
former from all fufpicion of any concurrence in the enter- 
prife. But as a pretence was wanted, befides their old de- 
merits, for juftifying the intended rigours againfl all of 
them, thisreafon, however flight, was greedily laid hold of. 
Affairs of Affairs in Scotland haflened with flill quicker fteps 
cot an . t j ian t ], 0 r e ; n England towards a fettlement and a compli- 
ance with the king. It was deliberated in the Englifh 
council, whether that nation fhould be reftored to its li- 
berty, or whether the forts erected by Cromwel fhould 
not flill be upheld, in order to curb the mutinous fpirit by 
which the Scots in all ages had been fo much governed. 
Lauderdale, who, from the battle of Worcefter to the re- 
storation, had been detained prifoner in the Tower, had 
confiderable influence with the king; and he flrennoufly op- 
pofed this violent meafure. He reprefented, that it was the 
loyalty of the Scottifh nation which hadiengaged them in an 
oppofition to the Englifh rebels ; and to take advantage of 
the calamities into which, on that account, they had fal- 
len, would be regarded as the higheft injuftice and ingra- 
titude : That the fpirit of that people was now fully fub- 
dued by the fervitude under which the ufurpers had fo long 
held them, and would of itfelf yield to any reafonable 
compliance with their legal fovereign, if by this means, 
they recovered their liberty and independence : That the 
attachment of the Scots towards the king, whom they re- 
garded as their native prince, was naturally much ftronger 
than that of the Englifh j and would afford him a fure re- 
fource, in cafe of any rebellion among the latter : That 
republican principles had long been, and flill were, very 
prevalent with his fouthern fubjecls, and might again me r 
nace the throne with new tumults and refiltance : That 
the time would probably come, when the king, inflead of 
defiring to fee Englifh garrifons in Scotland, woiuM be bet- 
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ter pleafed to have Scottifh garrifons in England, who> C H A P. 
fupported by Englilh pay, would be fond to curb the fe- LX1.U. 
ditious genius of that opulent nation : and that a people> t_/"WJ 
fuch as the Scots, governed by a few nobility, would more 1660. 
cafily be reduced to fubmiirion under monarchy, than one 
like the Englilh, who breathed nothing but the fpirit of 
democratical equality. 

These views induced the king to difband all the forces 1C61 
in Scotland, and to raze all the forts which had been erec- lft J an « 
ted. General Middleton, created earl of that name, was 
fent commifiioner to the parliament, which was fummon- 
ed. A very compliant fpirit was there difcovered in all or- 
ders of men. The commiflioner had even fufficient influ- 
ence to obtain an acl, annulling at once, all laws which 
had pafled fince the year 1633, on pretext of the violence 
which, during that time, had been employed againft the 
king and his father, in order to procure their aflent to 
thele ftatutes. This was a very large, if not an unexam- 
pled conceflion ; and, together with many dangerous li- 
mitations, overthrew fome ufeful barriers which had been 
creeled to the conftitution. But the tide was now running 
ftrongly towards monarchy; and the Scottifh nation 
plainly difcovered, that their pad refiftance had proceeded 
more from the turbulence of their ariftocracy, and the bi- 
gotry of their ecclefiaftics, than from any fixed paffion to- 
wards civil liberty. The lords of articles were reftored, 
with fome other branches of prerogative ; and royal autho- 
rity, fortified with more plaufible claims and pretences, 
was in its full extent, re-eftablifhed in that kingdom. 

The prelacy likewife, by the abrogating of every ftatute 
enacted in favour of prefbytery, was thereby tacitly reftor- 
ed j and the king deliberated what ufe he fhould make of 
this conceflion. Lauderdale, who at bottom was a pafiion- 
ate zealot againft epifcopacy, endeavoured to perfuade him 
that the Scots, if gratified in this favourite point of cccle- 
fiaftical government, would, in every other demand, be 
entirely compliant with the king. Charles, though he had 
no fuch attachment to prelacy as had influenced his father 
and grand-father, had fufFered fuch indignities from the 
Scottifh prefbyterians, that he ever after bore them a hear- 
ty averfion. He faid to Lauderdale, that prefbyterianifm, 
he thought, was not a religion for a gentleman ; and he 
could not confent to its farther continuance in Scotland. 
Middleton too and his other minifters perfuaded him, that 
the nation in general was fo difgufted with the violence 
and tyranny of the ecclefiaftics, that any alteration of 
church government would be univerfally grateful. And 
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jC H A P. Clarendon, as well as Ormond, dreading. that the preiby te r 
LXIII. rian feet, if legally eftabliflied in Scotland, would acquire 

*-«»-v-*-' authority in England and Ireland, feconded the aoplica- 
i\ an 0 f thefe minifters. The refolution was therefore tak- 
en toreftore prelacy; a meafure afterwards attended with 
many and great inconvenicncics : But whether in this re- 
folution Charles chofe not the leffer evil, it is very difficult 
to determine. Sharp, who had been commiffioned by the 
prefbyterians in Scotland to manage their interests with 
the king, was perfuaded to abandon that party ; and, as a 
reward for his compliance, was created archbilhop of St- 
Andrews. The conduct of ecclefiaftical affairs was chief- 
ly entrufted to him ; and as he was efteemed a traitor and 
a renegade by his old friends, he became on that account, 
as well as from the violence of his conduct, extremely ob- 
noxious to them. 

Charles had not promifed to Scotland any fuch indem- 
nity as he had enfured to England by the declaration of 
Breda : and it was deemed more political for him to hold 
over men's heads, for fome time, the terror of punifhment 
till they fhould have made the requifite compliances with 
the new government. Though neither the king's temper 
nor plan of adminiftration led him to feverity, fome ex- 
amples, after fuch a bloody and triumphant rebellion, 
ieemed necelTary ; and the marquis of Argyle, and one 
Guthry, were pitched on as the victims. Two acts of in- 
demnity, one paffed by the late king in 1 641, another by 
the prefent in 165 1, formed, it was thought, invincible ob- 
ftacles to the punifhment of Argyle; and barred all inqui- 
ry into that part of his conducl: which might juftly be re- 
garded as the molt exceptionable. Nothing remained but 
to try him for his compliance with the ufurpation; a crime 
common to him with the whole nation, and fuch a one as 
the moft loyal and affectionate fubject might frequently 
by violence be obliged to commit. To make this compli- 
ance appear the more voluntary and hearty, there were 
produced in court, letters which he had written to Alber- 
marle, while that general commanded in Scotland, and 
which contained expreflions of the moft cordial attach- 
ment to the eftabliflied government. But befides the ge- 
neral indignation excited by Albermale's difcovery of this 
private correfpondence, men thought, that even the higheft 
demonftrations of affection might, during jealous times, 
be exacted as a neceffary mark of compliance from a per- 
fon of fuch diftinclion as Argyle, and could not, by any 
equitable conftruction, imply the crime of treafon. The 
parliament, however, fcrupled not to pafs fentence upon, 
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him ; and he died with great conftancy and courage. As CHAP, 
he was univerfally known to have been the chief inftru- LXIII. 
ment of the paft diforders and civil wars, the irregularity LAVV 
of his fentence, and feveral iniquitous circumftanccs in the 
method of conducting his trial, feemed, on that account, 
to admit of fome apology. Lord Lome, fon of Argyle, 
having ever preferved his loyalty, obtained a gift of the 
forfeiture. Guthry was a feditious preacher, and had per- 
fonally affronted the king: His punifhment gave furprife 
to no body. Sir Archibald Johnftone of Warrifton was 
attainted and fled ; but was feized in France about two 
years after, brought over and executed. He had been ve- 
ry active during all the late diforders, and was even fuf- 
pected of a fecret correfpondence with the Englifh regi- 
cides. 

Besides thefe inftances of corhpliances in the Scottifb. 
parliament, they voted an additional revenue to the king, 
of 40,000 pounds a-year, to be levied by way of excife. 
A fmall force was purpofed to be maintained by this re- 
venue, in order to prevent like cenfufions with thofe to 
which the kingdom had been hitherto expofed. An act was 
alfo pafled, declaring the covenant unlawful, and its ob- 
ligation void and nuH. 

In England, the civil diftinctions feemed to be abolifh- 
ed by the lenity and equality of Charles' adminiftration. 
Cavalier and Round-head were heard of no more : All 
men feemed to concur in fubmitting to the king's lawful 
prerogatives, and in cherifhing the juft privileges of the 
people and of parliament. Theological controverfy alone 
ftill fubfifted, and kept alive fome fparks of that flame 
which had thrown the nation into combuftion. While ca- 
tholics, independents and other fectaries, were content 
with entertaining fome profpect of toleration ; prelacy 
and prefbytery ftruggled for the fuperiority, and the hopes 
and fears of both parties kept them in agitation. A con- Confer- nee 
ferrence was held in the Savoy between twelve bifhops at tlic Srt " 
and twelve leaders among the prefbyterian minifters, with March 25, 
an intention, at leaft on pretence, of bringing about an ac- 
commodation between the parties. The furplice, the crofs 
in baptifm, the kneeling at the facrament, the bowing at 
the name of Jefus, were anew canvafledj and the igno- 
rant multitude were in hopes that fo many men of gravity 
and learning could not fail, after deliberate argumenta- 
tion, to agree in all points of controverfy : They were fup- 
prifed to fee them feparate more inflamed than ever, and 
more confirmed in their feveral prejudices. To enter into 
particulars would be fuperfluou,s. Difputes concerning re- 
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ligious forms are, in themfelves, the moll frivolous of any ; 
and merit attention only fo far as they have influence on 
the peace and order of civil fociety. 

The king's declaration had promifed, that fome en- 
deavours fhould be ufed to effect a comprehenfion of both 
parties ; and Charles's own indifference with regard to all 
fuch queltions feemed a favourable circumftance for the 
execution of that project. The partifans of a comprehen- 
fion faid, that the prefbyterians, as well as the prelatifts, 
having felt by experience the fatal effects of obftinacy and 
violence, were now well difpofed towards an amicable 
agreement : That the bifhops by relinquishing fome part 
of their authority, and difpenfing with the moll excep- 
tionable ceremonies, would fo gratify their adverfaries as 
to obtain their cordial and affectionate compliance, and 
unite the whoie nation in one faith and one worfhip : 
That by obftinately infilling on forms, in themfelves in- 
fignificant, an air of importance was bellowed on them, 
and men were taught to continue equally obflinate in re- 
jecting them : That the prefbyterian clergy would go 
every reafonable length, rather than, by parting with their 
livings, expofe themfelves to a flare of beggary, at beft of 
dependence : and that if their pride were flattered by fome 
feeming alterations, and a pretence given them for affirm- 
ing that they had not abandoned their former principles, 
nothing farther was wanting to produce a thorough union 
between thofe two parties, which comprehended the bulk 
pf the nation. 

It was alleged on the other hand, that the difference 
between religious fects was founded, not on principle, 
but on paffion •, and till the irregular affections of men 
could be corrected, it was in vain to expect, by compli- 
ances, to obtain a perfect: unanimity and comprehenfion : 
That the more infignificant the objects of difpute appear- 
ed, with the more certainty might it be inferred, that the 
real ground of diffenfion was different from that which was 
univerfally pretended : That the love of novelty, the pride 
of argumentation, the pleafure of making proielytes, and 
the obftinacy of contradiction, would for ever give rife to 
feels and difputes ; nor was it poffible that fuch a fource 
of diffenfion could ever, by any conceflions, be entirely 
exhaufted : That the church, by departing from ancient 
practices and principles, would tacitly acknowledge her- 
felf guilty of error, and lofe that reverence, fo requifite 
for prefervingthe attachment of the multitude : And that 
if the prefent conceflions (which was more than probable) 
{houid prove ineffectual, greater mufl ftill be made j and 
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in the iflue, difcipline would be defpoiled of all its autho- C HAP. 
rity, and worfhip of all its decency, without obtaining LXIII. 
that end which had been fo fondly fought for by thefe l^V\J 
dangerous indulgences. l66 '- 

The miniftry were inclined to give the preference to 
the latter arguments ; and were the more confirmed in 
that intention by the difpofition, which appeared in the 
parliament lately aflemblcd. The royalifts and zealous 
churchmen were at prefent the popular party in the na- 
tion, and, feconded by the efforts of the court, had pre- 
vailed in moft elections. Not more than fifty- fix members a new 
of the prefbyterian party had obtained feats in the lower j^ rl, ^ e , nt ' 
houfe * ; and thefe were not able either to oppofe or re- 
tard the meafures of the majority. Monarchy, therefore, 
and epilcopacy, were now exalted to as great power and 
fplendour as they had lately fuffered mifery and depreffion. 
Sir Edward Turner was chofen fpeaker. 

An act was paffed for the fecurity of the king's perfon 
and government. To intend or devife the king's imprifon- 
ment, or bodily harm, or depofition, or levy war againft 
him was declared, during the life -time of his prefent ma- 
jefly, to be high treafon. To affirm him to be a papift or 
heretic, or to endeavour by fpeech or writing to alienate 
his fubjecls' affections from him ; thefe offences were made 
fufficientto incapacitate the perfon guilty from holding 
any employment in church or ftate. To maintain that the 
long parliament is not diflblved, or that either or both 
houfes, without the king, are poflefTed of legiflative autho- 
rity, or that the covenant is binding ; was made punifh- 
able by the penalty of premunire. 

The covenant itfclf, together with the act for erecting 
the high court of juftice, that for fubfcribing the engage- 
ment, and that for declaring England a common- 
wealth, were ordered to be burnt by the hands of the 
hangman. The people affifted with great alacrity on this 
occafion. 

The abufes of petitioning in the preceding reign had 
been attended with the woift confequences ; and to pre- 
vent fuch irregular practices for the future, it was enac- 
ted, that no more than twenty hands fhould be fixed to 
any petition, unlefs with the fandtion of three juftices, 
or the major part of the grand jury -, and that no petition 
fliould be prefented to the king or either houfe by above 
ten perfons. The penalty annexed to a tranfgrc'lTio;: of this 
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CjH A P. law, was a fine of a hundred pounds and three month : 
LXIII. imprifonment. 

L/"\~\J The bift.ops, though reftored to their fpiritual autho-' 
TS\nfos' Tlt ^' were exc ' u ^ e( ^ f rom parliament by the law which 
ieatsrcflor- late king had pafled immediately before the corn- 
ed- mencement of the civil diforders. Great violence, both 
againft the king and the houfe of peers, had been employ- 
ed in palling this law; and on that account alone, the 
partizans of the church were provided with a plaufible 
pretence for repealing it. Charles exprefled much fatif- 
taclion, w hen he gave his aflent to the aft for that pur- 
pofe. It is certain, that the authority of the crown, as well 
as that of the church, was interefted in reftoring their pre- 
lates to their former dignity. *But thofe, who deemed 
every acquifition of the prince a detriment to the people, 
were apt to complain of this inftance of complaifance in 
the parliament. 

2oth Nov. After an adjournment of fome months, the parlia- 
ment was again afiembled, and proceeded in the fame 
fpirit as before. They difcovered no defign of reftoring, 
in its full extent, the antient prerogative of the crown : 
They were only anxious to repair all thofe breaches, which 
had been made, not by the love of liberty, but by the fury 
of faction and civil war. The power of the fword had,- 
in all ages, been allowed to be vefted in the crown ; and 
though no law conferred this prerogative, every parlia- 
ment, till the laft of the preceding reign, had willing- 
ly fubmitted to an authority more ancient, and therefore 
more facred, than that of any pofitive ftatute. It was 
now thought proper folemnly to relinquifh the violent 
pretenfions of that parliament, and to acknowledge, that 
neither one houfe, nor both houfes, independent of the 
king, were poffefled of any military authority. The pre- 
amble to this ftatute went fo far as to renounce all right 
even of defenfwe arms againft the king ; and much obfer- 
vation has been made with regard to a conceffion efteemed 
fo fingular. Were thefe terms taken in their full literal 
fenfe, they imply a total renunciation of limitations to 
monarchy, and of ah 1 privileges in the fubject, indepen- 
dent of the will of the fovereign. For as no rights can 
fubfift without fome remedy, ftill lefs rights expofed to fo 
much invafion from tyranny, or even from ambition ; if 
fubjecls muft never refill, it follows, that every prince, 
without any effort, policy, or violence, is at once rendered 
abfolute and uncontrollable : The fovereign needs only 
iflue an edi£t, abolifhing every authority but his own ; and 
all liberty, from that moment, is in effedt annihilated. 
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But this meaning it were abfurd to impute to the prefent CH AP | 
parliament, who, though zealous royalifts, fhowed in their LXIH, 
measures, that they had not cad off all regard to national CyW* 
privileges. They were probably fen lible, that to fuppofe l66r - 
in the fovereign any fwch invafion of public liberty is en- 
tirely unconllitutional y and that therefore exprefsly to'' 
referve, upon that event, any right of refidence in the 
fubje£t, muft be liable to the fame objection. They 
had feen that the long parliament, under colour of de- 
fence, had begun a violent attack upon kingly power ; 
and, after involving the kingdom in blood, had final- 
ly loft that liberty for which they had fo imprudently 
contended. They thought, perhaps erroneoufly, that 
it was no longer poffible, after fuch public and fuch 
exorbitant pretenGons, to perfevere in that prudent fi- 
lence hitherto maintained by the laws ; and that it was 
neceffary, by fome pofiuve declaration, to bar the re- 
turn of like inconveniences. When they excluded, there- 
fore, the right of defence, they fuppofed,' that the con- 
ftitution remaining firm upon its bafis, there never really 
Could be an attack made by the fovereign. If fuch an at- 
tack was at any time made, the neceffity was then ex- 
treme r And the cafe of extreme and violent neceffuy, no 
laws, they thought, could comprehend ; becaufe to fuch 
a neceffuy no laws could beforehand point out a proper 
remedy. 

The other meafures of this parliament ftill difec- 
vered a more anxious care to guard againft rebellion in 
the fubjecl: than encroachments in the crown : The recent 
evils of civil war and ufurpation had naturally increafed 
the fpirit of fubmiiEon to the monarch, and had thrown 
the nation into that dangerous extreme. During the vio- corpoi? 
lent and jealous government of the parliament, and of the tion aift'. 
protectors, all magiftrates, liable to fufprcion, had been 
expelled the corporations; and none hadbeen admitted, who 
gave not proofs of affection to the ruling powers, or who 
refufed to fubferibe the covenant. To leave all authority 
in fuch hands feemed dangerous ■, and the parliament, 
therefore, empowered the king to appoint commifhoners 
for regulating the corporations, and expelling fuch magif- 
trates as either intruded themfelves by violence, or pro- 
fefied principles dangerous to the conftitution, civil and 
ecclefiaftical. It was alfo enacted, that all magiftrates 
mould uifclaim the obligation of the covenant, and fhould 1 
declare, both their belief, that it was not lawful, upon 
any pretence whatfoever, to refill the King, and their aW 3 
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CHAP, horrence of the traiterous pofition of taking arms by the 
LXIII. king's authority againft his perfon, or againft thofe who 

<^~<r~**j were commiffioned by him. 
i56s. The eare of the church was no lefs attended to by this 

Atf of um- parliament, than that of monarchy; and the bill of uni- 
formity was a pledge of their fincere attachment to the 
/ epifcopal hierarchy, and of their antipathy to prefbyteri- 

anifm. Different parties, however, concurred in promot- 
ing this bill, which contained many fevere claufes. The 
independents and other fedtaries, enraged to find all their 
fchemes fubverted by the prefbyterlans, who had once 
been their affbciates,-exerted themfelves to difappoint that 
party of the favour and indulgence, to which, from their 
recent merits in promoting the reftoration, they thought 
themfelves juftly entitled. By the prefbyterians, faid they, 
the war was raifed : By them was the populace firft incit- 
ed to tumults ; By their zeal, intereft, and riches, were 
the armies fupported : By their force was the king fubdu- 
ed : And if, in the fequel, they protefted againft thofe 
extreme violences, committed on his perfon by the mili- 
tary leaders, their oppofition came too late, after having 
fupplied thefe ufurpers with the power and the pretences, 
by which they maintained their fanguinary meafures. They 
had indeed concurred with the royalifts in calling the king: 
But ought they to be efteemed, on that account, more 
affectionate to the royal caufe ? Rage and animofity, from 
difappointed ambition, were plainly their folc motives ; 
and if the king fhould now be fo imprudent as to diftin- 
guifh them by any particular indulgences, he would foon 
experience from them the fame hatred and oppofition 
which had proved fo fatal to his father. 

The catholics, though they had little intereft in the 
nation, were a confiderable party at court ; and from their 
fervices and fufferings during the civil wars, it feemed but 
juft to bear them fome favour and regard. Thefe reli- 
gionifts dreaded an entire union among the proteftants. 
Were they the fole nonconforming in the nation, the fe- 
vere execution of penal laws upon their feci: feemed an 
infallible confequence ; and they ufed, therefore, all their 
intereft to pufh matters to extremity againft the prefbyte- 
rians, who had formerly been their molt fevere oppreffbrs, 
i and whom they now expected for their companions in 
affliction. The earl of Briftol, who, from conviction, or 
intereft, or levity, or complaifance for the company with 
whom he lived, had changed his religion during the king's 
exile, was regarded as the head of this party. 
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The church party had, during fo many years, fufFercd CHAP. 
£uch injuries and indignities from the fettaries of every LXIII. 
denomination, that no moderation, much lefs deference, 
was on this occalion to be expected in the ecclefiaftics. t ^ 2. 
Even the laity of that communion feemed now difpofed 
to retaliate upon their enemies, according to the ufuai 
meafures of party juftice. This feci: or faction (for it par- 
took of both) encouraged the rumours of plots and con- 
spiracies againfl the government ; crimes which, without 
any apparent reafon, they imputed to their adversaries. 
And inftead of enlarging the terms of communion, in or- 
der to comprehend the prefbyterians, they gladly laid hold 
of the prejudices, which prevailed among that feci:, in or- 
der to eject them from their livings. By the bill of uni- 
formity it was required that every clergyman fhould be re- 
ordained, if he had not before received cpifcopal ordina- 
tion ; fhould declare his aflfent to every thing contained 
in the Book of Common Prayer •, fhould take the oath 
of canonical obedience; fhould abjure the folemn league 
and covenant ; and fhould renounce the principle of taking 
arms, on any pretence whatfoever, againft the king. 

This bill reinftated the church in the fame condition 
in which it ftood before the commencement of the civil 
wars ; and as the old perfecuting laws of Elizabeth (till 
fubfifted in their full rigo. r, and new claufes of a like na- 
ture were now enacted, all the king's promifes of tolera- 
tion and of indulgence to tender confciences were thereby 
eluded and broken. It is true, Charles, in his declaration 
from Breda, had exprefled his intention of regulating that 
indulgence by the adyice and authority of parliament : But 
this limitation could never reafonably be extended to a total 
infringement and violation of his engagements. However, 
it is agreed, that the king did not voluntarily concur with 
this violent meafure, and that the zeal of Clarendon and 
of the church party among the commons, feconded by the 
intrigues of the catholics, was the chief caufe wh ch ex- 
torted his confent. 

The royalifb, who now predominated, were very rea- 
dy to lignalize their victory, by eftablifhing thofe high 
principles of monarchy which their antagonifts had con- 
troverted : But when any real power or revenue was de- 
manded for the crown, they were neither fo forward nor 
fo liberal in their conceffions as the king would gladly have 
wifhed. Though the parliament paffed laws for regulating 
the navy, they took no notice of the army j and declined 
giving their fanction to this dangerous innovation. The 
king's debts were become intolerable; and the commons 
were at laft conftrained to vote him an extraordinary fup» 
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CHAP, ply of 1,200,000 pounds, to be levied by eighteen months 
L&III. ly afTeflments. Butbcfides that this fupply was much in- 
i lS~V^*J ferior to the occafion.- tlie king was obliged earneftly to 
folicit the commons, before he could obtain it ; and, in 
order to convince the houfe of its abfolute necelfity, he de- 
fired them to examine flrittly into all his receipts and dif- 
burfements. Finding likewife upon inquiry, that the feve- 
ral branches of revenue fell much mort of the fums expeft- 
ed, they at laft, after much delay, voted a new impofition 
of two fhillings on each hearth ; and this tax they fettled 
on the king during life. The whole eftablifhed revenue, 
\ however, did not, for many years, exceed a million* ; a 

fum confefledly too narrow for the public expepees. A ve- 
ry rigid frugality at leaft, which the king feems to have 
wanted, would have been requifite to make it fuffice for 
loth May. tne dignity and fecurity of government. After all bufmefs 

was difpatched, the parliament was prorogued. 
King's Before the parliament rofe, the court was employed in 

£iarmge, making preparations for the reception of the new queen, 
Catherine of Portugal, to whom the king was betrothed, 
and who had juft landed at Portfmouth. During the time 
that the protector carried on the war with Spain, he was 
naturally led to fupport the Portuguefe in their revolt ; and 
he engaged himfelf by treaty to fupply them with 10,000 
men for their defence againft the Spaniards. On the king's 
reftoration, advances were mr^'e by Portugal for the re^ 
newal of the alliance ; and in order to bind the friendfhip 
clofer, an offer was made of the Portuguefe princefs, and 
a portion of 500,000 pounds, together with two fortreffes, 
Tangiers in Africa and Bombay in the Eaft Indies. Spain, 
who, after the peace of the Pyrenees, bent all her force to 
recover Portugal, now in appearance abandoned by France, 
took the alarm, and endeavoured to fix Charles in an op- 
pofite intereft. The catholic king offered to adopt any 
other princefs as a daughter of Spain, either the princefs 
of Parma, or, what he thought more popular, fome pro- 
tectant princefs, the daughter of Denmark, Saxony, or 
Orange: And on any of thefe, he promifed to confer a 
dowry equal to that which was offered by Portugal. But 
many reafons inclined Charles rather to accept of the Por- 
tuguefe propofals. The great difordersin the government 
and finances of Spain made the execution of her promifes 
be much doubted ; and the king's urgent neceflities de- 
manded fome immediate fupply of money. The inter- 
eft of the Englifh commerce likewife feemed to require 
that the independency of Portugal fhould be fupported, 

* D'Eftrades, 2jth of July i66r . Mr . Ralph's Hiftory, vol. i, p, 1 76. 
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left the unioh of that crown with Spain fhould put the CHAP, 
whole treafures of America into the hands of one poten- LXIII. 
rate. The claims too of Spain upon Dunkirk and Jamaica, ( - /*WJ 
rendered it impoITible, without farther conceflions, to ob- ^ 6<i2 - 
tain the cordial friend (hip of that power : and, on the 
other hand, the offer made by Portugal, of two fuch con- 
siderable fortrefles, promifed a great accelhon to the na- 
val force of England. Above all, the propofaj of a pro- 
teftant princefs was no allurement to Charles, whofe in- 
clinations led him ftrongly to give the preference to a ca- 
tholic alliance. According to the moft probable account;.*, 
the refolution of marrying the daughter of Portugal was 
taken by the king, unknown to all his minifters ; and no 
remonftrances could prevail with him to alter his inten- 
tions. "When the matter was laid before the council, all 
voices concurred in approving the refolution 5 and the 
parliament expreHed the fame complaifance. And thus 
was concluded, feemingly with univerfal confent, the inau- 
fpicious marriage with Catherine, a princefs of virtue, but 2l( * 
who was never able, either by the graces of her perfon 
or humour, to make herfelf agreeable to the king. The 
report, however, of her natural incapacity to have chil- 
dren, feems to have been groundlefs ; fince fhe was twice 
declared to be pregnant j. 

The feftivity of thefe efpoufals was clouded by the 
trial and execution of criminals. Berkftead, Cobb': t, and 
Okey, three regicides, had efcaped beyond fea ; and after 
wandering fome time concealed in Germany, came pri- 
vately to Delft, having appointed their families to meet 
them in that place. They were difcovered by Downing, 
the king's refident in Holland, who had formerly ferved 
the protector and commonwealth in the fame ftation, and 
who once had even been chaplain to Okey's regiment. 
He applied for a warrant to arreftthem. It had been ufual 
for the States to grant thefe warrants ; though, at the fame 
time, they had ever been careful fecretly to advertife the 
perfons, that they might be enabled to make their efcape. 
This precaution was eluded by the vigilance and dif- 

* Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p 254. Tliis account feems better fuppor- 
ted, than that in A blancourt's Memoirs, that the chancellor chiefly 
puibed the Portugiiefe alliance The fecret tranfadions of the court 
of England could not be fuppoicd to be much known to a French re- 
fident at Lisbon: And whatever opposition the chancellor might make, 
he would certainly endeavour to conceal it from the rjuecn and all her 
family, and even in the parliament and council would fupport the re- 
folution already taken. Clarendon bimfelf fays in bis Memoirs, that be never 
atber opfiofed pr promoted the Portujuefc match. 

t I.oid Laudfdown'i Defence of General Monk. Temple, vol. u. p- 
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CHAP, patch of Downing. He quickly feized the criminals, hur- 
LXIII. " et l them on board a frigate which lay off the coaft, and 
u^-^j fent them to England. Thef-; three men behaved with 
1662. more moderation and fubmifiion than any of the other 
regicides, who had fuffered. Okey in particular, at the 
place of execution, prayed for the king, and expreffed his 
intention, had he lived, of fubmitting peaceably to the 
eftablifhed government. He had rifen during the wars 
from being a chandler in London to a high rank in the 
army ; and in nil his conduct, appeared to be a man of hu- 
manity and honour. In confideration of his good charac- 
ter and of his dutiful behaviour, his body was given to 
his friends to be buried. 

The attention of the public wa8 much engaged by the 
trial of two diftinguifhed criminals, Lambert and Vane. 
Thefe men, though none of the late king's judges, had 
been excepted from the general indemnity, and commit- 
ted to prifon. The convention-parliament, however, was 
fo favourable to them, as to petition the king, if they 
fhould be found guilty, to fulpend their execution : But 
this new parliament, more zealous for monarchy, applied 
Ttiatof for their trial and condemnation. Not to revive difputes, 
y»ne. which were better buried in oblivion, the indictment of 
Vane did not comprehend any of his actions, during the 
war betwen the king and parliament : It extended only to 
his behaviour after the late king's death, as member of the 
council of (late, and fecretary of the navy, where fidelity to 
the trull repofed in him required his oppofition to mo- 
narchy. 

Vane wanted neither courage nor capacity to avail him- 
felf of this advantage. He urged, that, if a compliance 
with the government at that time eftablifhed in England, 
and the acknowledging of its authority, were to be regarded 
as criminal, the whole nation had incurred equal guilt, and 
none would remain, whofe innocence could entitle them 
to try or condemn him for his pretended treafons: That, 
according to thefe maxims, wherever an illegal authority 
was eftablifhed by force, a total and univerfal deftruftion 
muft enfue; while the ufurpers profcribed one part of 
the nation for difobedience, the lawful prince punifhed 
the other for compliance : That the legiflature of England, 
forefeeing this violent fituation, had provided for public 
fecurity by the famous ftatute of Henry VII ; in which 
it was enacled, that no man, in cafe of any revolution, 
Ihould ever be queftioned for his obedience to the king in 
being : That whether the eftablifhed government were a 
monarchy or a commonwealth> the reafon of the thing was 
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full the fame ; nor ought the expelled prince to think him- CHAP, 
felf entitled to allegiance, fo long as he could not aflbrd pro- LXIIL 
tedlion : That it belonged not to private parfons, pofleiTed v«*-y-^.' 
of no power, to difeufs the title of their governors : and If>61- 
every ufurpation, even the molt flagrant, would equally 
require obedience with the molt legal eftablifhment : That 
the controverfy between the late king and his parliament 
was ol the mod delicate nature ; and men of the greateft 
probity had been divided in their choice of the party 
which they mould embrace : That the parliament, being 
rendered indiflbluble but by its own confent, was become 
a kind of co-ordinate power with the king ; and as the 
cafe was thus entirely new and unknown to the conflitu- 
tion, it ought not to be tried rigidly by the letter of ihe 
ancient laws: That for his part, all the violences, winch 
had been put upon the parliament, and upon the perfou 
of the fovereign, he had ever condemned ; nor had he once 
appeared in the houfe for fome time before and after the 
execution of the king : That finding the whole government 
thrown into diforder, he was Hill refolved, in every revo- 
lution, to adhere to the commons, the root, the foundation 
of all lawful authority : That in profecution of this prin- 
ciple, he had cheerfully undergone all the violence of 
Cromwel's tyranny ; and would now, with equal alacrity, 
expofe himfelf to the rigours of perverted law and juftice : 
That though it was in his power, on the king's reftoration, 
to have efcaped from his enemies, he was determined, in 
imitation of ihe moft illuftrious names of antiquity, to 
perifh in defence of liberty, and to give teftimony with 
his blood for that honourable caufe, in which he had been 
inlifted : And that, befides the ties, by which God and 
nature had bound him to his native country, he was vo- 
luntarily engaged by the moft facred covenant, whofe ob- 
ligation no earthly power fhould ever be able to make him 
- relinquifh. 

All the defence, which Vane could make, was fruit- nth Jun«. 
lefs. The court, confidering more the general opinion of 
his active guilt in the beginning and profecution of the ci- 
vil wars, than the articles of treafon charged againfl him, 
took advantage of the letter of the law, and brought him 
in guilty. His courage deferted him not upon his condem- 
nation. Though timid by nature, the perfuafion of a juit 
caufe fupported him againft the terrors of death ; while 
his enthufiafm, excited by the profpe£t of glory, embcllifh- 
ed the conclufion of a life, which, through the whole courfe 
of it, had been fo much disfigured by the prevalence of 
that principle : Left pity, for a courageous fufFerer, fhould 
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make imprefiion on the populace, drummers were placed 
under the fcaffold, whefe noife, as he began to launch out 
in reflections on the government, drowned his voice, and 
admonifhed him to temper the ardour of his zeal. He was 
not aftonifhed at this unexpected incident. In all his be- 
haviour, there appeared a firm and animated intrepidity; 
and he confidered death but as a paffage to that eternal 
felicity, which he believed to be prepared for him. 

This man, fo celebrated for his parliamentary talents/ 
and for his capacity in bufinefs, has left fome writings 
behind him : They treat, all of them, of religious fub- 
je£ts, and are abfolutely unintelligible: No traces of elo- 
quence, or even of common fenfe, appear in them. A 
ftrange paradox ! did we not know, that men of the greatefb 
genius, where they relinquifh by principle the ufe of 
their reafon, are only enabled, by their vigour of mind; 
to work themfelves the deeper into error and abfurdity: 
It was remarkable, that, as Vane, by being the chief in- 
(trument of Strafford's death, had firft opened the way for 
that deftructiort which overwhelmed the nation ; fo by his" 
death he clofed the fcene of blood. He Was the laft that 
iuffered on account of the civil Wars. Lambert, though 
condemned, was reprieved at the bar; and the judges de- 
clared, that, if Vane's behaviour had been equally dutiful 
and fubmiffive, he would have experienced like lenity in 
the king. Lambert furvived his condemnation near thirty 
years. He was confined to the ifle of Guernfey ; where he 
lived contented, forgetting all his paft fcenes of greatnefsj 
and entirely forgotten by the nation : He died a Roman 1 
catholic. !] 

However odious Vane and Lambert were to the pref- 
byterians, that party had no leifure to rejoice at their con- 
demnation. The fatal St. Bartholomew approached ; the' 
day, when the clergy were obliged by the late law, either 
to relinquifh their livings, or to fign the articles required 
of them. A combination had been entered into by the 
moft zealous of the prefbyterian ecclefiaftics to refute the 
fubfeription •, in hopes that the bifhops would not venture 
at once to expel fo great a number of the mof£ popular 
preachers. The catholic party at court, who defired a great 
rent among the proteftants, encouraged them in this ob- 
ftinacy, and gave them hopes that the king would protect 
them in their refufal. The king himfelf, by his irrefolute 
condu£t y contributed, either from defign or accident, to' 
increafethis opinion. Above all, the terms of fubfeription 5 
had been made Uriel and rigid, on purpofe to difguft all 
the zealous and fcrupulous among the prefbyWrians, and 
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deprive them of their livings. About 2000 of the clergy, 
in one day, relinquilhed their cures ; and to the aftonifh- 
ment of the court, facrificed their mtereft to their 
religious tenets. Fortified by fociety in their fuffer- 
ings, they were refolved to undergo any hardfhips, ra- 
ther than openly renounce thofe principles, which, on 
other occafions, they were fo apt, from intereft, to warp 
or elude. The church enjoyed the pleafure of retaliation ; 
and even pufhcd, as ufual, the vengeance farther than the 
offence. During the dominion of the parliamentary party, 
a fifth of each living had been left to the ejected clergy- 
men •, but this indulgence, though at firft infifted on by 
the houfe of peers, Was now refufed to the prefbyterians. 
However difficult to conciliate peace among theolo- 
gians, it was hoped by many, that fome relaxation in the 
terms of cdmmunion might have kept the prefbyterians 
united to the church, and have cured thofe ecclefiaftical 
factions, which had been fo fatal, and were ftill fo dange- 
rous. Bifhoprics were offered to Calamy, Baxter, and Rey- 
nolds, leaders among the prefbyterians ; the laft only 
could be prevailed on to accept. Deaneries and other pre- 
ferments were refufed by many. 

The next meafure of the king has not had the good 
fortune to be juftified by any party ; but is often confider- 
ed, on what grounds I fhall not determine, as one of the 
greateft miftakes, if not blemifhes, of his reign. It is the 
fale of Dunkirk to the French. The parfirrionious maxims 
of the parliament, and the liberal, or rather carelefs difc 
pofition of Charles, were ill fuited to each other} and not- 
withftanding the fupplies voted him, his treafury was ftill 
very empty and very much indebted. He had fecretly re- 
ceived the fum of 206,000 crowns from France for the fup- 
port of Portugal ; but the forces fent over to that coun- 
try, and the fleets maintained in order to defend it, had 
already cofl: the king that fum ; and together with it, near 
double the money, which had been payed as the queen's 
portion*. The time fixed for payment of his filter's por- 
tion to the duke of Orleans was approaching. Tangiers, a 
fortrefs from which great benefit was expected, was be* 
come an additional burden to the crown ; and Rutherford, 
who now commanded in' Dunkirk, had increafed the 
charge of that garrifon to a hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds a year. Thefe confiderations had fuch influence, 

* D'Eftrades, 17th of Auguft,j66a. There vat above half of 5©o,o>5# 
pounds really paid as the queen's portion. 

Vol. V. I i i 
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not only on the king, but even on Clarendon, that this un- 
corrupt minifter was the moft forward to advife accept- 
ing a fum of money in lieu of a place which he thought 
the king, from the narrow ftate of his revenue, was no 
longer able to retain. By the treaty with Portugal it was 
ftipulated that Dunkirk mould never be yielded to the 
Spaniards : France was therefore the only purchafer that 
remained. D'Eftrades was invited over by a letter from 
the chancellor himfelf in order to conclude the bargain. 
Nine hundred thoufand pounds were demanded. One hun- 
dred thoufand were offered. The Englifh by degrees low- 
ered their demand ; The French raifed their offer : And 
the bargain was concluded at 400,000 pounds. The artil- 
lery and (lores were valued at a fifth of the fum*. The 
importance of this fale was not, at that time, fufficiently 
known, either abroad or at homef. The French monarch 
himfelf, fo fond of acquifitions, and fo good a judge of 
his own interefts, thought that he had made a hard bar- 
gain:); ; and this fum, in appearance fo fmall, was the ut- 
raoft which he would allow his ambaffador to offer. 

A new incident difcovered fuch a glimpfe of the king's 
character and principles as, at firft, the nation was fome- 
what at a lofs how to interpret, but fuch as fubfequent 
events, by degrees, rendered fufficiently plain and mani- 
felt. He iffued a declaration, on pretence of mitigating 
the rigours contained in the aft of uniformity. After ex- 
preffing his firm refolution to obferve the general indem- 
nity, and to truft entirely to the affections of his fubje£ts, 
not to any military power, for the fupport of his throne, 
he mentioned the promiies of liberty of conscience, con- 
tained in his declaration of Breda. And he fubjoined that, 
" as in the firft place he had been zealous to fettle the 



* D'Eftrades, 21ft of Auguft, 12th of September, 1662. 

t It appears, however, from many of D'Eflradcs's letters, paiticular- 
Iy that of the 21ft of Auguft, t66i,that the king might hare transferred 
Dunkirk to the parliament, who would not have refufed to bear the 
charges of it, but were unwilling to give money to the king for that 
purpole. The king, on the other hand, was jealous, left the pailiament 
(liould acquire any feparate dominion or authority in a branch of ad- 
miniftration which fecmed fo little to belong to them ; A proof that the 
jtov«rnmcnt was not yet fettled into that conipofurc and mutual confi- 
dence which is abfolutely requifitc for conducing it. 

\ Id. 3d of October, 1662. The chief importance indeed of Dunkirk 
to the Englifh was, that it was able to difkrefs their trade, when in the 
hands of the French : But it was Lewis the XlVth who firft made it a 
good fea-port. If ever England have occafion totranfport armies to the 
continent, it muft be in iupport of fome ally whofe towns fervc to th« 
fame purpofc as Dunkirk would if in the hand* of the Englifh. 
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" uniformity of the church of England, in discipline, ce- CH A P. 
<* remony, and government, and mall ever conftantly LXIII. 
* ( maintain it : So as for what concerns the penalties up- K^Y\J 
" on thofe who, living peaceably, do not conform them- ,66z - 
** felves thereunto, through fcruple and tendernefsof mif- 
*' guided confcience, but modeftly and without fcandal 
u perform their devotions in their own way, he (hould 
*? make it his fpecial care, fo far as in him lay, without 
<c invading the freedom of parliament, to incline their 
a wifdom next approaching feffions, to concur with him 
" in making fome fuch a£t for that purpofe, as may ena- 
** ble him to exercife, with a more univerfal fatisfaftion, 
" that power of difpenfing which he conceived to be in- 
" herent in him*." Here a mod important prerogative was 
exercifed by the king ; but under fuch artful referves and 
limitations as might prevent the full difcumon of the 
claim, and obviate a breach between him and his parlia- 
ment. The foundation of this meafure lay much deep- 
er, and was of the utmoft confequence. 

The king, during his exile, had imbibed ftrong preju- 
dices in favour of the catholic religion ; and according to 
the moft probable accounts, had already been fecretly re- 
conciled in form to the church of Rome. The great zeal, 
exprefied by the parliamentary party againft all papifts, 
had always, from a fpirit of oppofition, inclined the 
court, and all the royalifts, to adopt more favourable fen- 
timents towards thas feci:, which, through the whole 
courfe of the civil wars, had ftfenuoufly fupported the 
rights of the fovereign. The rigour too, which the king, 
during his abode in Scotland, had experienced from the 
prefbyterians, difpofed him to run into the other extreme, 
and to bear a kindnefs to the party moft oppofite in its ge- 
nius to the feverity of thofe religionifts. The folicitations 
and importunities of the queen-mother, the contagion of 
the company whichhe frequented, the view of amorefplen- 
did and courtly mode of worlhip, the hopes of indulgence 
in pleafure ; all thefe caufes operated powerfully on a 
young prince, whofe carelefs and diffolute temper made 
him incapable of adhering clofely to the principles of his 
early education. But if the thoughtlefs humour of Charles 
rendered him an eafy convert to popery, the fame difpofi- 
tion ever prevented the theological tenets of that fe£t from 
taking any faft hold of him. During his vigorous ftate of 
health, while his blood was warm and his fpirits high ; 
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*s8 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

CHAP, a contempt and disregard to all religion held pofleflion of 
LXJII. his mind ; and he might more properly be denominated 
(^~Y\J a deift t ^ an a catholic. But in thofe revolutions of tem- 
t6Cf. per, when the love of raillery gave place to reflection, and 
his penetrating, but negligent, underftanding was cloud- 
ed with fears and apprehenfions, he had Marts of more 
fincere conviction i and a fed, which always poflefl'edhis 
inclination, was then mailer of his judgment and opini- 
on*. 

But though the king thus fluctuated, during his whole 
reign, between irreligion, which he more openly pro- 
lefled, and popery, to which he retained a fecret propen- 
fity, his brother, the duke of York, had zealoufly adop- 
ted all the principles of that theological party. His eager 
temper and narrow underftanding made him a thorough 
convert, without any referve from intercft, or doubts from 
reafoning and inquiry. By his application to bufinefs, he 
had acquired a great afcendant over the king, who, though 
pofleffed of more difcernment, was glad to throw the 
burthen of affairs on the duke, of whom he entertained 
little jealoufy. On pretence of eafing the proteftant dif- 
fenters, they agreed upon a plan for introducing a gene- 
ral toleration, and giving the catholics the free exercife 
of their religion ; at lealt, the exercife of it in private 
houfes. The two brothers faw with pleafure fo numeroua 
and popular a body of the clergy refufe conformity; and 
it was hoped that under {belter of their name, the fmall 
and hated feet of the catholics might meet with favour 
and protection. 

But while the king pleaded his early promifes of tole- 
jg t T h j^'k ration, and infifted on many other plaufible topics, the 
parliament, who fat a little after the declaration was iflued, 
could by no means be fatisfied with this meafure. The de- 
clared intention of earing the diffenters, and the fecret 
purpofeof favouring the catholics, were equally difagree- 
able to them ; and in tliefe prcpofleflions they were en- 
couraged by the king's minifters themfelves, particularly 
the chancellor. The houfe of commons reprefented to the 
king, that his declaration of Breda contained no promife 
to the prefbyterians and other diffenters, but only an ex- 
preflkm of his intentions, upon fuppofition of the con- 
currence of parliament: That even if the non-conformifts 



• The author confefTes, that the king's zeal for popery was apt at 
intervals, to g» farther than is here fuppofed, as appears from many 
pillages in James the fecond's Memoirs. 
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had been entitled to plead a promife, they had entrufted CH AP. 
this claim, as all their other rights and privileges, to the LXIII. 
houfe of commons, w ho were their reprefentatives, and l/YV 
who now freed the king from that obligation : That it l66 3- 
was not to be fuppofed that his majefty and the houfes 
were fo bound by that declaration as to be incapacitated 
from making any laws which might be contrary to it : 
That even at the king's reftoration, there were laws of 
uniformity in force which could not be difpenfed with 
but by act of parliament : And that the indulgence in- 
tended would prove molt pernicious both to church and 
Itate, would open the door to fchifm, encourage faction, 
difturb the public peace, and difcredit the wifdom of the 
legiflature. The king did not think proper, after this re- 
monftrance, to inlift any farther at prefent on the project 
of indulgence. 

In order to deprive the catholics of all hopes, the two 
houfes concurred in a remonftrance againft them. The 
king gave a gracious anfwer ; though he fcrupled not to 
profefs his gratitude towards many of that perfuafion, on 
account of their faithful fervices in his father's caufe and 
in his own. A proclamation, for form's fake, was foon af- 
ter iflued againft Jefuits and Romifh priefts : But care 
was taken, by the very terms of it, to render it ineffectual. 
The parliament had allowed, that all foreign priefts, be- 
longing to the two queens, fhould be excepted, and that 
a permiffionfor them to remain in England fhould ftillbe 
granted. In the proclamation, the word foreign was pur- 
pofely omitted ; and the queens were thereby authorifed 
to give protection to as many Englifh priefts as they 
fhould think proper. 

That the king might reap fome advantage from his 
compliances, however fallacious, he engaged the commons 
anew into an examination of his revenue, which, chiefly 
by the negligence in levying it, had proved, he faid, much 
inferior to the public charges. Notwithftanding the price 
of Dunkirk, his debts, he complained, amounted to a con- 
fiderable fum ; and to fatisfy the commons that the money 
formerly granted him had not been prodigally expended, 
he offered to lay before them the whole account of his dif- 
.burfements. Ic is, however, agreed on all hands, that the 
king, though during his banifhment he had managed his 
fmall and precarious income with great order and cecono- 
my, had now much abated of thefe virtues, and was un- 
able to make his royal revenues fuffice for his expence9. 
The commons, without entering into too nice a difquiiition, 
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CHAP, voted him four fubfidies ; and this was the laft time that 
LXIIL taxes were levied in that manner. 

S*SY\J Several laws were made this feflion with regard to 
166.1. trade. The militia alfo came under confideration, and 
iome rules were eftablilhed for ordering and arming it. It- 
was enacted, that the king fhould have no power of keep, 
ing the militia under arms above fourteen days in the 
year. The fituation of this ifland, together with its great 
naval power, has always occafioned other means of fecu- 
rity, however requifite, to be much neglected amongft 
us : and the parliament fhowed here a very fuperfluous 
jealoufy of the king's ftrictnefs in difciplining the militia. 
The principles of liberty rather require a contrary jea- 
loufy. 

The earl of Briftol's friendfhip with Clarendon, which 
had fubfifted with great intimacy during their exile and 
the diftrefles of the royal party, had been considerably im- 
paired fince the reftoration, by the chancellor's refufing 
his afTent to fome grants, which Briftol had applied for to 
a court lady : and a little after, the latter nobleman, agree- 
ably to the impetuofity and indifcretion of his temper, 
broke out againft the minifter in the moft outrageous 
manner. He even entered a charge of treafon againft him 
before the houfe of peers ; but had concerted his mea- 
fures fo imprudently, that the judges, when confulted, 
declared, that neither for its matter nor its form, could 
the charge be legally received. The articles indeed refem- 
ble more the incoherent altercations of a paffionate ene- 
my, than a ferious accufation, fit to be difcufied by a court 
of judicature j and Briftol himfelf was fo afhamed of his 
conduct and defeat, that he abfconded during fome time. 
Notwithftanding his fine talents, his eloquence, his fpirit, 
and his courage, he could never regain the character which 
he loft by his hafty and precipitate meafure. 
Decline of But though Clarendon was able to elude this rafli af- 
Claren- fault, his credit at court was fenfibly declining ; and in 
credit. proportion as the king found himfelf eftablifhed on the 
throne, he began to alienate himfelf from a minifter, whofe 
character was fo little fuited to his own. Charles's favour 
for the catholics was always oppofed by Clarendon, pub- 
lic liberty was fecured againft all attempt of the over-zea- 
lous royalifts, prodigal grants of the king were checked or 
refufed, and the dignity of his own character was fo much 
confulted by the chancellor, that he made it an inviolable 
rule, as did alfo his friend, Southampton^ never to enter 
into any connection with the royal miftrefies. The king's 
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favourite was Mrs. Palmer, afterwards created duchefs of CHAP. 
Cleveland; a woman prodigal, rapacious, diffolute, violent, LXIIL 
revengeful. She failed not in her turn to undermine Cla- tyYVJ 
rendon's credit with his mafter ; and her fuccefs was at x663 * 
this time made apparent to the whole world. Secretary 
Nicholas, the chancellor's great friend, was removed from 
his place and fir Harry Bennet, his avowed enemy, was 
advanced to that office. Bennet was foon after created 
lord Arlington. 

Though the king's conduct had hitherto, fince his rcf- 
toration, been in the main, laudable, men of penetration 
began to obferve, that thofe virtues by which he had at 
firlt fo much dazzled and enchanted the nation, had great 
ihow, but not equal folidity. His good underftanding loft 
much of its influence by his want of application ; his boun- 
ty was more the refult of a facility of difpofition, than 
any generofity of character ; his focial humour led him 
frequently to negleft his dignity his love of pleafure was 
not attended with proper fentiment and decency •, and 
while he feemed to bear a good will to every one that ap- 
proached him, he had a heart not very capable of friend- 
fhip, and he had fecretly entertained a very bad opinion 
and diftruft of mankind. But above ail, what fullied his 
character in the eyes of good judges, was his negligent 
ingratitude towards the unfortunate cavaliers, whofe zeal 
and fuflFerings in the royal caufe had known no bounds. 
This conduct, however, in the king, may, from the cir- 
cumftances of his fituation and temper, admit of fome ex- 
cufe; at leaft, of fome alleviation. As he had been reftored 
more by the efforts of his reconciled enemies than of his 
ancient friends, the former pretended a title to fhare his 
favour ; and being, from practice, acquainted with public 
bcfinefs, they were better qualified to execute any truft 
committed to them. The king's revenues were far from 
being large, or even equal to his necefiary expences ; and 
his miftreiTes, and the companions of his mirth and plea- 
fures, gained, by folicitation, every requeft from his eafy 
temper. The very poverty, to which the more zealous 
royalilts had reduced themfelves, by rendering them in- 
fignificant, made them unfit to fupport the king's mea-> 
lures, and caufed him to deem them a ufelefs incumbrance. 
And as many falfe and ridiculous claims of merit were 
offered, his natural indolence, averfe to a ftri£r, difcuffion 
or inquiry, led him to treat them all with equal indiffer- 
ence. The parliament took fome notice of the poor cava- 
liers. Sixty thpufand pounds were at one time diftributed 
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CHAP, among them : Mrs. Lane alfo, and the Penderells, had 
LXIII. handfome prefents and penfions from the king. But the 
CXW) greater part of the royaliits ftill remained in poverty and 
l66 3» diftrefs ; aggravated by the cruel difappointment in their 
fanguine hopes, and by feeing favour and preferment be- 
llowed upon their moll inveterate foes. With regard to 
the aft of indemnity and oblivion, they univerfally faid, 
that it was an atl of indemnity to the king's enemies, and 
of oblivion to his friends. 
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A new ftjficii' Rupture with Holland A r.ewfeffioti 

Vifttiry of the Englifh Rupture with France > 

Rupture ivith Denmark New feffton Sea-fight of 

four day 5 Vitlory of the Englifj Fire of London 

Advances towards peace Dif^race at Chatham 

Peace of Breda Clarendon's fall and banfh- 

ment State of France Character of Lewis XIV. 

French invafton of the low Countries Negotia- 
tions Triple league Treaty of Aix-la-ChapcIle— 

Affairs of Scotland and df Ireland. 



TH E next feffion of parliament difcovered a conti- C.H AP« 

nuance of the fame principles which had prevailed in LXIV. 

nil the foregoing. Monarchy and the church were ftiil the v^*-v-^_> 
objects of regard and affection. During no period of the *Mh- 

prefent reign did this fpirit more evidently pais the bounds March ?*« 

' c r B . . J ' 1 A new lef- 

ot realon and moderation. fl0n< 

The king, in his fpeech to the parliament, had ventur- 
ed openly to demand a repeal of the triennial act ; and he 
even went fo far as to declare that, notwithstanding the 
law, he" never would :ilIovv any parliament to be affemblcd 
hy the methods prefcribed in that Itatute. 1 he parliament 
without taking offence at this declaration, repealed the 
law, and, in lieu of all the fecuritics formerly provided, 
fatisfied thernfelves with a general claufe, " that parlia- 
" ments fhould not he interrupted above three years at 
«* the mod." As the EngHlh parliament had now raifed* 
itfelf to be a regular check and control upon royal power ; 
it is evident that they ought (till to have preferved a regu- 
lar fecmily for their meeting, and not have trufted en- 
tirely to the good-will of the king, who, if amhitious or 
enterprifing, had fo little reafon to be pleafed with thefe 
aficrriblies. Before the end of Charles's reign, the nation 
had occafion to feel very fenfibly the effects of this repeal. 

By the aft of uniformity, every clergyman, who fhould 
officiate without being properly qualified, was punifhable 
by fine and imprifonment : But this fecurity was not 
Vol. V. K k k 
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CHAP, thought fufficient for the church. It was now enacted, 
LXIV. that wherever five perfons above thofe of the fame houfe- 

^-v—w> hold fhculd affemble in a religious congregation, every one 
1664. Q f t }j ern vvas liable, for the firft offence, to be imprifoned 
three months, or pay five pounds; for the fecond, to 
be imprifoned fix months, or pay ten pounds ; end for the 
third to be tranfported feven years, or pay one hundred 
pounds. The parliament had only in their eye the malig- 
nity of the feftaries : They Ihould have carried their at- 
tention farther, to the chief caufe of that malignity, there- 
ftraint under which they laboured. 

The commons likewife paffed a vote, that the wrongs, 
difhonours, and indignities, offered to the Englifh by the 
fubjecls of the United Provinces, were the greateft ob- 
ftrucrions to all foreign trade : and they promifed to affift 
the king with their lives and fortunes in afferting the rights 
of his crown againft all oppofition whatfoever. This was 
the firft open ftep towards a Dutch war. We muft explain 
the caufes and motives of this meafure. 

R - "t h' Hoi ^hat c '°k un ' on anc ' confederacy, which, during a 
courfe of near feventy years, had fubfifted, almoft without 
interruption or jealoufy, between England and Holland, 
was not fo much founded on the natural unalterable inre- 
refts of thefe ftates, as on their terror of the growing pow- 
er of the French monarch, who, without their combina- 
tion, is apprehended, would foon extend his dominion 
over Europe. In the firft year of Charles's reign, when 
the ambitious genius of Lewis had not, as yet, difplayed 
itfelf, and when the great force of his people was, in fome 
meafure, unknown even to themfelves, the rivalfhip of 
commerce, not checked by any other jealoufy or appre- 
henfion,had in England begotten a violent enmity againft 
the neighbouring republic. 

Trade was beginning, among the Englifh, to be a mat- 
ter of general concern ; but notwithftanding all their ef- 
forts and advantages, their commerce feemed hitherto to 
ftand upon a footing which was fomewhat precarious. 
The Dutch, who by induftry and frugality were enabled 
to underfill them in every market, retained pofieflion of 
the moft lucrative branches of commerce ; and the Eng- 
lifh merchants had the mortification to find, that all at- 
tempts to extend their trade were ftill turned, by the vigi- 
lance of their rivals, to their lofs and difhonour. Their 
indignation increafed, when they confidcred the fuperior 
naval power of England ; the bravery of her officers and 
feamen ; her favourable fituation, which enabled her to 
intercept the whole Dutch commerce. By the profpeft of 
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thefe advantages they were ftrongly prompted, from mo- CH A P. 
lives l'.fs juft than political, to make war upon the States ; LXIV. 
and at once to ravifh from them by force, what they could L/~Y>J 
not obtain or could obtain but (lowly, by fuperior (kill and l66-J- 
induftry. 

The carelefs unambitious temper of Charles ren- 
dered him little capable of forming fo vafl: a project as 
that of engrofling the commerce and naval power of Eu- 
rope ; yet could he not remain altogether infenfiblc to 
fuch obvious and fuch tempting profpecls. His genius, 
happily turned towards mechanics, had inclined him to 
ftudy naval affairs, which, of all branches of bufinefs, he 
both loved the moft and undcrrtood the bed. Though the 
Dutch, during his exile, had exprefled towards him more 
civility and friendlhip, than he had received from any 
other foreign power ; the Louveftein or ariftocratic fac- 
tion, which at this time ruled the commonwealth, had fal- 
len into clofe union with France ; and could that party 
be fubdued, he might hope that his nephew, the young 
prince of Orange, would be reinitated in the authority 
pollened by his anceftors, and would bring the States to a 
dependence under England. His narrow revenues made 
it (till rcquifite for htm to ftudy the humours of his peo- 
ple, which now ran violently towards war; and it has 
been fufpecT:ed, though the fufpicion was not jurtificd by 
the event, that the hopes of diverting fomc of the lupplies 
to his private ufe were not overlooked by this neceflitouj 
monarch. 

The duke of York, more a£Hve and enterprifing, pufii- 
ed more eagerly the war with Holland. He defired an 
opportunity of dirtinguifhing himlelf : He loved to culti- 
vate commerce : He was at the head of a new African 
company, whofe trade was extremely checked by the fet- 
tlements of the Dutch : And perhaps the religious preju- 
dices, by which that prince was always fo much governed, 
began even fo early to inftil into him an antipathy againlt 
a proteftant commonwealth, the bulwark of the reforma- 
tion. Clarendon and Southampton, obferving that the na- 
tion was not fupported by any foreign alliance, were averfe 
to hoftilities ; but their credit was now on the decline. 

By thefe concurring motives, the court and parliament i ;thMay # 
were both of them inclined to a Dutch war. The parlia- 
ment was prorogued without voting fupplies : But as 
they had been induced, without any open application 
from the crown, to pafs that vote above mentioned againlt 
the Dutch encroachments, it was reafonably confidered as 
iufficient fanftion for the vigorous meafures which were 
refolved on. 
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CHAP. Downing, the Englifh minifter at the Hague, a mau 
LXIV. of an inlblent impetuous temper, prefcnted a memorial 

C/"VXJ to the States, containing a lift of thofe depredations, of 
1664. which the Englifh complained. It is remarkable, that all 
the pretended depredations preceeded the year 1662, when, 
a treaty of league and alliance had been renewed with the 
Dutch : and thefe complaints were then thought either 
fo ill grounded or fo frivolous, that they had not been men- 
tioned in the treaty. Two fliips alone, the Eonaveiiture 
and the Good-hope, had been claimed by the Englifli ; 
and it was agreed that the chum mould be profecuted by 
the ordinary courfe or juftice. The States had configned 
a fum of money, in cafe the caufe fhould be decided againft 
them; but the matter was ftiil in dependence. Cary, who 
was entruiled by the proprietors with the management of 
the law-fuit for the Bonaventure, had refolved to accept of 
thirty thoufand pounds, which were offered him ; but 
was hindered by Downing, who told him, that the claim 
was a matter of ftate between the two nation^, not a con- 
cern of private perfons*. Thefe circuniftances give us no 
favourable idea of the juflice of the Englifli pretentions. 

Charles confined not himfclf to memorials and re- 
monftrances. Sir Robert Holmes was fecretly difpafched 
with a fquadron of twenty-two fliips to the coaliof Afri- 
ca. He not only expelled the Dutch from cape Corfe, to 
which the Englifli had fome pretentions : He Lkewifc 
ieized the Dutch fettlcmcnts of cape Verde and the iile of 
Goree,iogether with fevernl fhips trading on that coafl. And 
having failed to America, he poficfled himfclf of Nova 
Belgia, fince called New-York ; a territory which James 
the Firft had given by patent to the earl of Sterling, but 
which had never been planted but by the Hollanders. 
When the States complained of thefe hoftile meafures, 
the king, unwilling to avow what he could not -well juf- 
tify, pretended to be totally ignorant of Holmes's enter- 
prife. He likewife confined that admiral to the Tower ; 
but fome time after releafed him. 

The Dutch, finding that their applications for redrefs 
were likely to be eluded, and that a ground of quarrel was 
induftrioufiy fought for by the Englifli, began to arm 
with diligence. They even exerted, with fome precipita-, 
tion, an act of vigour, which haftened on the rupture. 
Sir John Lawfon and de Ruyter had been fent with com- 
bined fquadrona into the Mediterranean, in order to chaf^ 

* ( Temple, vol. ij. p. 42. 
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,tife the piratical (tares on the coaft of Barbary ; and the 
timo of their feparatvmi and return was now approaching. 
•The States fecretly difpatched orders to de Ruyter, that 
he fhould take in provilions at Cadiz •, and failing towards 
the coaft of Guinea, fhould retaliate on the Engliih, and 
put the Dutch in poffeffion of thofe fettlements whence 
Holmes had expelled them. De Ruyter, having a conli- 
derable force on board, met with no opposition in Guinea. 
All the new acquifitions of the Englifh, except cape Corfe, 
were recovered from them. They were even difpoflelfcd of 
fome old fettlements. Such of their fhips as fell into his 
hands, were feized by de Ruyter. That admiral failed next 
to America. He attacked Barbadoes, but was repulfed. 
He afterwards committed hoftihtics on Long Illand. 

Meanwhile, the Englifh preparations for war were 
advancing with vigour and industry. The king had re- 
ceived no fupplies from parliament-; but by his own funds 
and credit he was enabled to equip a fleet : The city of 
London lent him ico,ooo pounds : The fpirit of the na- 
tion feconded his armaments : He himfelf went from port 
to port, infpecting with great diligence, and encourag- 
ing the work : And in a little time the Engliih navy was 
put in a formidable condition. Eight hundred thoufand 
pounds are faid to haye been expended on this arma- 
ment. When Lawfon arrived, and communicated his fuf- 
picion of de Ruyter's enterprife, orders were iflued for 
feizing all Dutch fhips ; and 135 fell into the hands of 
the Englifh. Thefe were not declared prizes, till after- 
wards, when war was proclaimed. 

The parliament, when it met, granted a fupply, the 
largelt by far that had ever been given, to a king of Eng- 
land, yet fcarcely fufficient for the prefent undertaking. 
Near two millions and a half were voted to be levied By 
quarterly payments in three years. The avidity of the 
"merchants, together with the great profpecl: of fuccefs, 
had animated the whole nation againft the Dutch. 

A grkat alteration was made this feffion in the method 
of ta::ing the clergy. In almoft all the other monarchies 
of Europe, the aflemblies, whofe confent was formerly 
requilite to the enacting of laws, were compofed of three 
eltates, the clergy, the nobility, and the commonalty, 
which formed fo many members of the political body, of 
which the king was confidered as the head. In England 
too, ihe parliament was always reprefentcd as confifting 
of three eftates ; but their reparation was never fo diftinct 
as in other kingdoms. A convocation, however, had ufu- 
ally futen at the fame time with the parliament; though 
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CHAP, tliey poffefTed net a negative voice in the palling of hws, 
LXTV. and affurned no other temporal power than that of im- 
tyY"\J pofing taxes on the clergy. By reafon of ecclefiaftical pre- 

1664. ferments, which he could bellow, the king's influence over 
the church was more confiderable than over the laity ; fo 
thatthe fubfidies, granted by the convocation, were com- 
monly greater than thofe which were voted by parliament. 
The church, therefore, was not difpleafed to depart tacitly 
from the right of taxing herfelf, and allow the commons 
to lay impositions on ecclefiaftical revenues, as on the reft 
of the kingdom. In recompenfe, two fubfidies, which the 
convocation had formerly granted, were remitted, and the 
parochial clergy were allowed to vote at elections. Thus 
the church of England made a barter of power for profit. 
Their convocations, having become infignificant to the 
crown, have been much difufed of late years. 

The Dutch faw, with the utmoft regret, a war ap- 
proaching, whence they might dread the molt fatal con- 
sequences, but which afforded no profpect of advantage. 
They tried every art of negociation, before they would 
come to extremities. Their meafures were at that time 
directed by John de Wit, a miniiter equally eminent for 
greatnefs of mind , for capacity, and for integrity. 1 hough 
moderate in his private deporcment, he knew how to adopt 
in his public counfels that magnanimity, which fuits the 
minifter of a great ftate. It was ever his maxim, that no 
independent government fhould yield to another any 
evident point of reafon or equity ; and that all fuch con- 
ceflions, fo far from preventing war, ferved to no other 
purpofe than to provoke frefh claims and infults. By his 
management a lpirit of union was preferved in all the pro- 
vinces ; great fums were levied ; and a navy was equip- 
ped, compofed of larger flaps than the Dutch had ever 
built before, and able to cope with the fleet of England. 

As foon as certain intelligence arrived of de Ruyter's 
cnterprifes, Charles declared war againil the States. His 

1665. fleet, conlifting of 114 fail, befides lire-Imps and ketches, 
*2d Feb, was commanded by the duke of York, and under him by 

prince Rupert and the earl of Sandwich. It had about 
sdjune. 22,000 men on board. Obdam, who was admiral of the 
theEi? r - 0f ^ utcn nav y> of nearly equal force, declined not the com- 
lilh. bat. In the huat of action, when engaged in clofe fight 

with the duke of York, Obdam's fhip blew up. This ac- 
cident much difcouraged the Dutch, who fled towards 
their own coaft. 1 romp alone, fonof the famous admiral 
killed during the former war, bravely fuftained with his 
fqindron the efforts of the Engliih, and protected the re?.r 
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of his countrymen. The vanquifhed had nineteen fhtps- 
funk and taken. The victors lolt only one. Sir John Law- 
fon died foon after of his wounds. 

It is affirmed, and with an appearance of reafon, that 
this victory might have been rendered more complete, had 
not orders been iffiied to flaken fail by Brounker, one of 
the duke's bedchamber, who pretended authority from his 
mailer. The duke difclaimed the orders ; but Brounker 
never was fufficiently punilhed for his temerity*. It is al- 
lowed, however, that the duke behaved with great brave- 
ry during the action. He was long in the thickeft of the 
fire- D url of Falmouth, lord Mulkerry, and mr. Boyle, 
were kiiled by one (hot at his fide, and covered him all over 
with their brains and gore. And it is not likely, th2t, in a 
purfuit, where even perfons of inferior ftation, and of 
the moft cowardly dilpofition, acquire courage, a com- 
mander fhould feel his fpirits to flag, and ftiould tarn from 
the back of an enemy, whofe face he had not be«:n afraid 
to encounter. 

This difafter threw the Dutch into confternation, and 
determined de Wit, who was the foul of their councils, to 
exert his military capacity, in order to fupport the declin- 
ing courage of his countrymen. He went on hoard the 
fleet, which he took under his command ; and he foon re- 
medied all thofe diforders which had been occafioned 
by the late misfortune. The genius of this man was of the 
moft extenfive nature. He quickly became as much mat- 
ter of naval affairs, as if he had from his infancy been 
educated in them ; and he even made improvements in 
fome parts of pilotage and failing, beyond what men ex- 
pert in thofe arts had ever been able to attain. 

The misfortunes of the Dutch determined their allies 
to act for their afliftance and fupport. The king of France 
was engaged in a defenlive alliance with the States ; but 
as his naval force was yet in its infancy, he was extreme- 
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* King James, in. his Memoirs, gives an account of this affair differ- 
ent from what we meet with in any hiftorian. He fays, that, while he 
tvas afleep, Brounker bn/ught orders to fir John Harman, captain of 
the fhip.to iiacken fail. Sir John remonftrated, but obeyed. After fome 
time, finding that his failing back was likely to prodace confuhon in 
the fleet, he hoificd the faifas before. So that the prince coming foon 
after on the quarter deck, and finding' all things as nc left them, knew 
nothing of what had p»fTed during his repofe. No body gave him the 
leaft intimation ol it. it was long after, that he heard of it by a kind of 
accident ; and he intended to have punilhed Broiin'cer, by martial la-*-; 
bur juft about that time, the h'lufe of commons t<nk up the queftion, 
and impeached him, which made it impo'.uble for the duke to punifli 
him othenvife than by difmifOug him his/fcrvice. Brounker, before the 
boufe, never pretended that he had received any orders from the doke. 
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CHAP, ly averfe, at that lime, from entering into a war with fo' 
LXIV. fornfMableapower as England. He long tried to mediate 

L/"V%J a ptuice between the States, and for that purpofe fent an 
*<>(>S; embaffy to London, which returned without effecting any 
thing. Lord Hollis, the Englith arhbaffador at Paris, en- 
deavoured to draw over Lewis to the fide of England ; 
and, in his mafter's name, made him the moft tempting 
offers. Charles was content to abandon all the Spanifh 
Low Countries to the French,- without pretending to a 
foot of ground for himfelf ; provided Lewis would allow 
him to purfuc his advantages againft the Dutch*. But the 
French monarch, though the conqucft of that valuable 
territory was the chief object of his ambition, rejected the 
offer as contrary to his interefts : He thought, thac if the 
Enslilh had once eftablifhed an uncontrollable dominion 
over th ; fea and over commerce, they would focn Ve able 
to render his acquifitions a dear purchafe to him. When 
de Lionne, the French fecretary, affured Van Beuninghen, 
ambaffador of the States, that this offer had been preffed on 
his maftcr during fix months ; t( T can readily believe it," 
replied the Dutchman ; "I am fenfible that it is the in- 
" tereft of England-}-." 

Such were the eftablifhed maxims at that time with re- 
gard to the interefts of princes. It muft however be allow- 
ed, that the politics of Charles, in making this offer, were 
not a little hazardous. The extreme weaknefs of Spain, 
would have rendered the French conquefts eafy and infal- 
lible ; but the vigour of the Dutch, it might be forefeen, 
would mate thefuccefsof the Englrft much more preca- 
rious.. And even were the naval force of Holland totally 
annihilated, the acquifition of the Dutch commerce to 
England could not be relied on as a certain confequence ; 
nor is trade a conftant attendant of power, but depends on 
many other, and fbme of them very delicate circum- 
ftances. 

Though the king of France was refolved to fupport 
the Hollanders in that unequal conteft in whicli they were 
engaged ; yet he protracted his declaration, and employ- 
ed the time in naval preparations, both in the ocean and 
the Mediterranean. The king of Denmark meanwhile was 
refolved not to remain an idle fpectator of the conteft be- 
tween the maritime powers. The part which he acted was 
the moft extraordinary : He made a fecret agreement with 
Charles to feize all the Dutch {hips in his harbours, and 
to fhare the fpoils with, the Englifh, provided they would 
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< iilt him in executing this meafure. In order to increafe CHAP, 
his prey, lie perfidioufly invited the Dutch to take fhelter LXIV.' 
in his ports ; and accordingly, the Eaft-India fleet, very ( - /"V*VJ 
richly laden, had put into 6ergen. Sandwich, who now l ^S- 
commanded the Englifh navy (the duke having gone a- 
fhcre) difpatched fir Thomas Tiddiman with a fquadron 
to attack them ; but whether from the king of Denmark's 
delay in fending orders to the governor, or, what is more 
probable, from his avidity in endeavouring t,o engrofs the 
whole booty, the Englifh admiral, though he behaved with 
great bravery, failed of his purpofe. The Danifh governor ^ A ^ 
fired upon him j and the Dutch, having had leifure to for- 
tify themfelves, made a gallant refiftance. 

The king of Denmark, feemingly afhamed of his con- 
duct, concluded with fir Gilbert Talbot, the Englifh en- 
voy, an offenfive alliance againft the States ; and at the ve- Rupture . 
ry fame time, his refident at the Hague, by his orders, J^kf*'*' 
concluded an offenfive alliance againft England.' To this 
latter alliance he adhered, probably from jealoufy of the 
increafihg naval power of England; and he feized and con- 
fifcated all the Englifh' fhips in his harbours. This was a 
fenfible check to the advantages which Charles had ob- 
tained over the Dutch. Not only a blow was given to the 
Englifh commerce ; the king of Denmark's naval force 
was alfo considerable, and threatened every moment a 
conjunction with the Hollanders. That prince ftipulated 
to affift his ally with a fleet of thirty fail ; and he received 
in return a yearly fubfidy of i,joo,ooo crowns, of which 
300,000 were paid by France. _ . . , . 

. The king endeavoured to counterbalance thefe confe- 
deracies by acquiring new friends and allies. He had dif- 
patched fir Richard Fanfhaw into Spain, who met with a 
very cold reception. That monarchy was funk into a ltate 
6f weakhefs, and was menaced with an invafiOn from' 
France ; yet could not any motive prevail with Philip to 
enter' into cordial friend fhfp with England. Charles's al- 
liance with Portugal, the detention of Jamaica, and Tan- 
giers, the file of Dunkirk to the French ; all thefe offen- 
ces funk fo deep in the mind of the Spanifh monarch,' 
that no motive of in te re ft was fufficient to outweigh them. 

The bifhop of Munfter was the only ally that Charles 
could acquire. This prelate, a man of reftlefs enterprifc 
and ambition, had entertained a violent animofity againft 
the States ; and he was eafily engaged, by the promife of 
fubfidies from England, to make an incurfion on that' re- 
public. With a tumultuary army of near 20,000 men, he 
invaded her territories, and met with weaE fefiftance. The 
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CHAP, land forces of the States were as feeble and ill-governed, 
LXIV. as their fleets were gallant and formidable. But after his 
^/YV committing great ravages in feveral of the provinces, a 
1665. flop was put to the progrefs of this warlike prelate. He 
.had not military (kill fufficient to improve the advantages 
which fortune had put into his hands: The king of France 
fent a body of 6coo men to oppofe him : Subfidies 
were not regularly remitted him from England ; and ma- 
ny of his troops defcrted for want of pay : The elector of 
Brandenburg threatened hirn with an invafion in his own 
ft ite : and on the whole, he was glad to conclude a peace 
under the mediation of France. On the firft furrnii" if 
his intentions, fir William Temple was fenl frosn Li/iuiun 
with money to fix him in his former alliance ; but found 
that he arrived too late. 

The Dutch, encouraged by all thefe favourable cfr- 
cumftances, continued refolute to exert themfelves to the 
utmoft in their own defence. De Ruyter, their great ad- 
miral, was arrived from his expedition to Guinea : Their 
Indian fleet was come home in fafety : Their harbours 
were crouded who merchant fhips : Faction at homt was 
appeafed : The young prince of Orange had put himfelf 
under the tuition of the States of Holland, and of de Wit, 
their penfionary, who executed his truft with honour and 
fidelity : and the animofity, which the Hollanders enter- 
tained againft the attack of the Englifh, fo unprovoked, 
as they thought it, made them thirft for revenge, and 
hope for better fuccefs in their next enterprife. Such vi- 
gour was exerted in the common caufe, that, in order to 
man the fleet, all merchant fhips were prohibited to fail, 
and even the filheries were fufpended*. 

The Englifh likewife continued in the fame difpofition, 
though another more grievous calamity had joined itfelf 
to that of war. The plague had broken out in London 5 
and that with fuch violence as to cut ofF, in a year, near 
10th oa. 90,000 inhabitants. The king was obliged to fummon the 

parliament at Oxford. 
New fcf- A good agreement ft ill fubfifled between the king and 
fion. parliament. They, on their part, unanimoufly voted liim 
the fupply demanded, twelve hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds, to be levied in two years by monthly afTeflments. 
Frve-milo And he, to gratify them, paiTed the five-mile-ad, which 
has given occafion to grievous and not unjuft complaints. 
The church, under pretence of guarding monarchy againft 
its inveterate enemies, perfevered in the project of wreak- 

* Tromp's life. D'Eftrados, 5th of February, 
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ing her own enmity againft the non-conformifts. It was C H AP. 
enacted, that no diffenting teacher who took not the non- LXIV. 
refinance oath above mentioned, fhould, except upon the i^S~V\J 
road, come within five miles of any corporation, or of any X ^ 6 J' 
pi ict- , where he had preached after the act of oblivion. 
The penalty was a fine of fifty pounds, and fix months im- 
prifonment. By ejecting the non-conforming clergy from 
their churches, and prohibiting all feparate congregations, 
tlvy had been rendered incapable of gaining any liveli- 
hood by their fpiritual profeflion. And now, under colour 
of removing them from places where their influence might 
be dangerous, an expedient was fallen upon to deprive 
them of all means of fubfiftence. Had not the fpirit of the 
nation undergone a change, thefe violences were preludes 
to the moft furious perfecution. 

However prevalent the hierarchy, this law did not pafs 
without oppofition. Befides feveral peers, attached to the 
old parliamentary party, Southampton himfelf, though 
Clarendon's great friend, exprefled his difapprobation of 
thefe meafures. But the church party, not difcouraged 
with this oppofition, introduced into the houfe of com- 
mons a bill for impofm.r the oath of non-refiftance on the 
whole nation. It was rejected only by three voices. The 
parliament, after a fhort feffion, was prorogued. 3 lfl 0i ^« 

After France had declared war, England was evident- 1666- 
ly overmatched in force. Yet fhe poflefled this advantage 
by her fituation, that (he lay between the fleets of her ene- 
mies, and might be able, by fpeedy and well-concerted 
operations, to prevent their jimdtion ; but fuch was the 
unhappy conduct of her commanders, or fuch the want 
of intelligence in her miniiters, that this circumftance 
turned rather to her prejudice. Lewis had given orders 
to the duke of Beaufort, his admiral, to fail from Tou- 
lon ; and the French fquadron, under his command, con- 
fifting of above forty fail *, was nosv commonly fuppofed 
to be entering the channel. The Dutch fleet, to the num- 
ber of feventy-fix fail, was at fea, under the command 
of de Ruyter and Tromp, in order to join him. The duke 
of Albemarle and prince Rupert commanded the Eng- . 
lifh fleet, which exceeded not feventy-four fail. Albe- 
marle, who, from his fuccefles under the protector, had 
too much learned to defpife the enemy, propofed to detach 
prince Rupert with twenty fhips, in order to oppofe the 
duke of Beaufort. Sir George Ayfcue, well acquainted 
with the bravery and conduct of de Ruyter, procsfted a- 

* D'Eftrades, zift of May iS 
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gainft; the temerity of this refolution : But Albemarle.'? 
authority prevailed. The remainder of the Engl ifh fet fai) 
to give battle to the Dutch ; who feeing the enemy advance 
quickly upon them, cut their cables, and prepared for the 
combat. The battle that enfued, is one of the mod me- 
morable that we read of in ftory j whether we confider its 
long duration, or the defperate courage with which it was 
fought. Albemarle made here fome atonement by his va- 
lour for the rafhnefs of the attempt. No youth, animated 
by glory and ambitious hopes, could exert himfelf 
mote than did this man, who was now in the decline of 
life,and who had reached the fummit of honours. We fhall 
not enter minutely into particulars. It will be fuihcient to 
mention the chief events of each day's engagement. 

In the firft day, fir William Berkeley, vice-admir.:l, 
leading the van, fell into the thickeft of the enemy, was 
overpowered, and his fhip taken. He himfelf was found dead 
in his cabin, all covered with blood. The -Englifli had the 
weather-gage of the enemy, but as the wind blew fp 
hard, that they could not ufe their lower tire, they de- 
rived but fmall advantage from this circumilance. The 
Dutch fhot, however, fell chiefly on their fails and rig- 
ging ; and few fhips were funk or much damaged. 
Chaih-fhot was at that time a new invention -, commonly 
attributed to de Wit. Sir John Harrr.ar exerted himfelf 
extremely on this day. The Dutch admiral, Evertz, was 
killed in engaging him. Darknefs parted the combatants. 

The fecond day, the wind was fomewhat fallen, 
and the combat became more Heady and more terrible. 
The Englilh now found, that the greateft valour can- 
not compenfate the fuperiority of numbers, againft an 
enemy who is well conducted , and who is not defective 
in courage. De Ruyter and Van.Tromp, rivals in glory 
and enemies from faction, exerted themfclves in emula- 
tion of each other; and de Ruyter had the advantage of 
difengaging and faying his antagonift, who had been fur- 
rounded by the Englilh, and was in the moft imminent 
danger. Sixteen freih Chips joined the Dutch fleet during 
the action : And the Englifli were fo mattered, that their 
fighting fhips were reduced to twenty-eight, and they 
found themfclves obliged to retreat towards their own 
coaft. The Dutch followed them, and were on the point 
of renewing the combat ; when a calm, which came a 
little before night, prevented the engagement. 

Next morning the Englifli were obliged to continue 
their retreat •, and a proper difpofition was made for that 
purpofe. The fhattered fhips were ordered, to ftretch a-j 
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head; and fixteen of the mo ft entire followed them in CHAP. 

£Ood order, and kept the enemy in awe. Albemarle him- LX1V. 

/elf clofed the rear, and prefented an undaunted coun- L^"Y"V 

tenance to his victorious foes. The. earl of Offyry, fun of " 

Ormond, a gallant youth, who fought honour and experi-. 

ence in every action throughout Europe, was then on board 

the admiral. Albemarle confefted to him his in tention 

rather to blow up his fhip and perifh glorioufly, than 

yield to the enemy. Ofibry applauded this, defperate refo- 

Jution. 

About two o'clock, the Dutch had come up with their 
enemy, and were ready to renew the fight; when a new 
fleet was defcried from the fouth, crowding all their fail 
to reach the fecne of action. The Dutch flattered them- 
felves that Beaufort was arrived, to cut off the retreat of 
.the vanquifhed : The Englifh hoped that prince Rupert 
had come, to turn the fpale of action. Albemarle, who 
had received intelligence of the prince's approach, bent 
his courfe towards him. Unhappily fir George Ayfcue, in 
a fhip of a hundred guns, the largelt in the fleet, ftruck 
on the Galloper lands, and could receive no affiltance from 
his friends, who were haitcning to join the reinforcement. 
He could not even reap the confobtion of periihmg with 
honour, and revenging his death on las eyemies. They 
were preparing fire-fhips to attack him, and he was oblig- 
ed to ftrike. The Englifh failors, feeing the neceffity, with 
the utmoft indignation, furrendered themfelves prilbners. 

Alf.emarle and prince Rupert were now determined 
to face the enemy; and next morning the battle began a- 
frefh, with more equal force than ever, and with equal 
.valour. After long cannonading, the fleets came to a clofe 
combat; which was continued with great violence, till 
parted by a milt. The Englifh retired firit into their har- 
bours. 

Though the Englifh, by their obflinate courage, reap- 
ed the chief honour in this engagement, it is fomewhat 
uncertain who obtained the victory. The Hollanders took 
a few fliips ; and having fome appearances of advantage, 
expreffed their fatisfaction by all the fignsof triumph and 
rejoining. But as the Englifh fleet was repaired in a little 
time, and put to fca more formidable than eve.r, together 
with many of thofe fliips which the Dijtch had boalted to 
have burned or deftroyed ; all Europe faw, that thofe two 
brave nations were engaged in a contelt, which was not 
likely, on either fide, to prove decifive. 

It was the conjunction alone of the French, that could 
give a decifive fuperiority to the Dutch- In order to fault* 
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CHAP, tate this conjunction, de Ruyter, having repaired his fleet, 
LXIV. pofted himfelf at the mouth of the Thames. The Englifh, 
under prince Rupert and Albemarle, were not long in 
J660. coming to the attack. The number of each fleet amount- 
ed to about eighty fail; and the valour and experience of 
the commanders, as well as of the feamen, rendered the 
35th July, engagement fierce and obftinate. Sir Thomas Allen, who 
ta^Efl^ljfli c° mm ^nded the white fquadron of the Englifh, attacked 
0 theDutch van, which he entirely routed; and he killed the 
three admirals who commanded it. Van Tromp engaged 
fir Jeremy Smith ; and during the heat of action, he was 
feparated from de Ruyter and the main body, whether 
by accident or defign was never certainly known. De 
Ruyter, with conduct and valour, maintained the combat 
againft the main body of the Englifh ; and though over- 
powered by numbers, kept his ftation, till night ended 
the engagement. Next day finding the Dutch fleet fcat- 
tered and difcouraged, his high fpirit fubmitted to a re- 
treat, which yet he conducted with fuch 11c ill, as to ren- 
der it equally honourable to himfelf as the greateft vic- 
tory. Full of indignation however at yielding the fuptri- 
ority to the enemy, he frequently exclaimed, <; My God! 
U what a wretch am I? among fo many.thcufand bullets, 
" is there not one to put an end to my miferable lite ?*' 
One de Witte, his fon- in-law, who flood near, exhorted 
him, fincehe fought death, to turn upon the Englilh, and 
render his life a dear purchafe to the victors. Butde Ruy- 
ter, efteemed it more worthy a brave man to perfevere to 
the uttermoft, and, as long as pofhble, to render fervice 
to his country. All that night and next day, the Eng- 
lifh prefTed upon the rear of the Dutch ; and it was chiefly 
by the redoubled efforts of de Ruyter, that the latter faved 
themfelves in their harbours. 

The lofs fuftained by the Hollanders in this action 
was not very confiderable ; but as violent animofities had 
broken out between the two admirals, who engaged all 
the officers on one fide or other, the confirmation, which 
took place, was great among the provinces. Tromp's corn- 
miflion was at lad taken from him; but though feveral 
captains had mifbehaved, they were fo effectually pro- 
tected by their friends in the magiftracy of the towns, that 
moft of them efcaped punifhment, many were ftill con- 
tinued in their commands. 

Thk Englifh now rode inconteftible matters of the fea, 
and infulted the Dutch in their harbours. A detachment 
under Holmes was fent into the road of Vlie, and burned 
a hundred and forty merchantmen, two men of war, to 
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gethcr with Brandaris, a large and rich village ori the 
coaft. The Dutch merchants, who loft by this enterprife, 
uniting themfelves to the Orange faction, exclaimed a- 
gainft an adminiftration, which, they pretended, had 
brought fuch difgrace and ruin on their country. None 
but the firm and intrepid mind of de Wit could have fup- 
ported itfelf under fuch a complication of calamities. 

The king of France, apprehenfive that the Dutch 
would fink under their misfortunes; at lead, that de Wit, 
his friend, might be difpofllffed of the adminiftration, 
haftened the advance of the duke of Beaufort. The Dutch 
fleet likewife was again equipped ; and under the com- 
mand of de Ruyter, cruifed near the ftraits of Dover. 
Prince Rupert, with the Englifh navy, now ftronger than 
ever, came full fail upon them. The Dutch admiral 
thought proper to decline the combat, and retired into 
St. John's road near Bulloigne. Here he fheltered him- 
felf, both from the Englifh, and from a furious ftorm, 
which arofe. Prince Rupert too was obliged to retire into 
St. Helens ; where he flayed fome time, in order to repair 
the damages which he had fuftained. Meanwhile the duke 
of Beaufort proceeded up the channel,and paffed the Eng- 
lifh fleet unperceived ; but he did not find the Dutch, as 
he expected. De Ruyter had been feized with a fever: 
Many of the chief officers had fallen into ficknefs : A con- 
tagious diftemper was fpread through the fleet : And the 
States thought it neceflary to recal them into their har- 
bours, before the enemy could be refitted. The French 
king, anxious for his navy, which, with fo much care and 
induftry, he had lately built, difpatched orders to Beau- 
fort, to make the beft of his way to Breft. That ad;"^,,! 
had again the good fortune to pafs the Englifh. One inip 
alone, the Ruby, fell into the hands of the en my. 

While the war continued without any decifive fuc- 
cefs on either fide, a Calamity happened in London, which 
threw the people into great conlternation. Fire breaking 
out in a baker's houfe near the bridge, fpread itfelf on all 
fides with fuch rapidity, that no efforts could extinguifh 
it, till it laid in allies a confiderable part of the city. The 
inhabitants, without being able to provide effectually for 
their relief, were reduced to be fpe&ators of their own 
ruin ; and w ere purfued from ftreet to ftreet by the flames, 
which unexpectedly gathered round them. Three days 
and nights did the fire advance; and it was only by the 
blowing up of houfes, that it v>as at laft extinguifhed. 
The king arid duke ufed their utmoft endeavours to ftop the 
progrefs of the flames ; but all their induftry was unfuc- 
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CHAP, eefsful. About four hundred ftreets, and thirteen thou- 
LXIV. fend houfes, were reduced to afhes. 

The catife of this calamity were evident. The narrow 
i666. ftreets of London,' the houfes built entirely of wood, the* 
dry feafon, and a violent enft wind which blew; thefe 
were fo many concurring circumftanc.es, which rendered 
it eafy to affign the reafon of th<5 deftruclion' that enfued.' 
But the people were not fatisfied with this obvious ac- 
count. Prompted by blind rage, fome afcribed the guilt' 
to the republicans, others to the catholics ; though it is' 
not eafy to conceive how the burning of London could 
ferve the purpofes of either party.' As the papifts were' 
the chief objects of public deteftation, the rumour, 
which threw the guilt on thern, was more favourably re- 
ceived by the people. No proof, however, or even pre- 
emption, after the ftriiteft inquiry by a committee of 
parliament, ever appeared to authorife* fuch a calumny ; 
yet, in order to give countenance to the popular prejudice,-' 
the infcription, engraved by authority on the monument,' 
•afcribed this calamity to that hated feci. This claufe was 
erazed by order of king James, when he came to the' 
throne ; but after the revolution it was replaced. So cre- 
dulous, as well as obftinate, are the people, in believing" 
every thing which flatters their prevailing paflion ! 

The fire of London, though at that time a great cala-~ 
mity, has proved in the iflue beneficial both to the city' 
and the kingdom. The city was rebuilt in a very little 
time ; and care was taken to make the ftreets wider and" 
more regular than before. A difcretionary power was af-' 
fumed by the king to regulate the diftributkm of the 
buildings, and to forbid the ufe of lath and timber, the 
materials of which the houfes were formerly compofed. 
The necefllty was fo urgent, and the occafion fo extraor- 
dinary, that no exceptions were take"n at an exercife of au- 
thority, which otherwife might have been deemed illegal ,' 
Had the Icing been enabled to carry his power ftill farther," 
and made the houfes be rebuilt with perfeel regularity/ 
and entirely upon one plan ; he had much contributed to 
the convenience, as well as embelliftiment, of the city.' 
Great advantages, however, have refulted from the al- 
terations, though not carried to the full length. London' 
became much more healthy after the fire. The plague/ 
which ufed to break out with great fury twice or thrice' 
every century, and indeed was always lurking in fome' 
corner or other of the city, hasfcarcely ever appeared finctf' 
that calamity. 
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The parliament met foon after, and gave the fan&ion 
of law to thofe regulations made by royal authority ; as 
well as appointed commiflioners for deciding all fuch 
c|ueftions of property, as might arife from the fire. They 
likewife toted a fupply of 1,800,000 pounds to be levied, 
partly by a poll-bill, partly by afieflments. Though their 
inquiry brought out no proofs, Which could fix orf the pa- 
pifts the burning of London, the general averfion agaitrft 
that fed (till prevailed; and complaints were made, proba- 
bly without much foundation, of its dangerous increnfc. 
Charles,at the defire of the commons, iflued a proclamation 
for the banifhment of all priefts and jefuits ; but the bad ex- 
ecution of this, as well as of former edicts, deftroyed all 
confidence in his fincerity, whenever he pretended an aver- 
fion towards the catholic religion. Whether fufpicions of 
this nature had diminifhed the king's popularity, is uncer- 
tain ; but it appears, that the fupply was voted much later 
than Charles expected, or even than the public neccfiities 
feemed to require. The intrigues of the duke of Buck- 
ingham, a man who wanted only fteadinefs to render him 
extremely dangerous, had fomewhat embamfled the mea- 
fures of the court : And this was the firft time that the 
king found any confiderable reafon to complain of a fa in- 
jure of confidence in this houfe of commons. The rifing 
fymptoms of ill-huinour tended, no doubt, to quicken the 
fteps, which were already making towards a peace with 
foreign enemies. 

Charles began to be fenfible, that all the ends, for 
which the war had been undertaken, were likely to prove 
entirely abortive. The Dutch, even when finglc, had de- 
fended themfelves with vigour, and were every day im- 
proving in {.heir military ficill and preparations. Though 
their trade had fuffered extremely, their extenfive credit 
enabled them to levy great fums ; and while the feamen 
of England loudly complained for want of pay, the Dutch 
navy was regularly fupplied with money and every thing 
tequifite for its fubfiftence. As two powerful kings now 
fupported them, every place, from the extremity of Nor- 
way to the coafts of Bayonne, was become hoftile to tin- 
Englifh. And Charles neither fond of action, nor llimu- 
lated by any violent ambition, earneftly fought for means 
of reftoring tranquillity to his people, difgufted with. a 
war, which, being joined with the plague and fire, had- 
proved fo fruitlefs and dettructive. 

The firft advances towards an accommodation were 
made by England. When the king fait for the body oi 
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CHAP, fir William Berkeley, he infinuatcd to the States his defirr 
LXIV. of peace on reafonable terms ; and their anfwe'r corref- 

,C-^v-»^ ponded in the fame amicable intentions. Charles, how- 
1667. ever, to maintain the appearance of fuperiority, ftill in- 
fifted that the States mould treat at London ; and they 
agreed to make him this compliment fo far as concerned 
themfelves : But being engaged in alliance with two 
crowned heads, they could not, they faid r prevail with 
thefe to depart in that refpecl: from their dignity. On a 
fudden, the king went fo far on the other fide as to offer 
the fending of ambafladors to the Hague 5 but this pro- 
pofal, which feemed honourable to the Dutch, was meant 
only to divide and diftradl: them, by affording the Englifti 
an opportunity to carry on cabals with the difaffecled party. 
The offer was therefore rejected ; and conferences were 
lecretly held in the queen-mother's apartments at Paris, 
where the pretenfions of both parties were difcuffed. The 
Dutch made equitable propofals ; either that all things 
fhould be reftored to the fame condition in which they 
flood before the war or that both parties fhould conti- 
nue in poffeffion of their prefent acquisitions. Charles ac- 
cepted of the latter propofal ; and almoft every thing was 
adjufted, except the difputes with regard to the iiler o( 
Pokrone. Thisifland lies in the Eaft Indies, and was for- 
merly valuable for its produce of fpices. The Englifh had 
been matters of it ; but were difpoffefled at the time when 
the violences were committed againft them at Amboyna. 
Cromwel had llipulated to have it reftored > and the Hol- 
landers, having firft entirely deftroyed all the fpice trees, 
inaintained, that they had executed the treaty, but that 
the Englifh had been anew expelled during the courfe of 
the war. Charles renewed his pretenfions to this ifland ; 
;tnd as the reafons on both fides began to multiply, and 
feemed to require a long difcuffion, it was agreed to tranf- 
ffcr the treaty to fome other place ; and Charles made 
choice of Breda. 

Loud Hollis and Henry Coventry were the Englifh am- 
hafiadors. They immediately defired, that a fufpenfion of 
arms fhould be agreed to, till the feveral claims could be 
adjufted t But this propofal, feemingly fo natural, was re- 
jected by the credit of de Wit. That penetrating and acr 
tive minifler, thoroughly acquainted with the characters 
of princes and the fituation of affairs, had difcovered an 
opportunity of ftriking a blow, which might at once re- 
itore to the Dutch the honour loft during the war, and 
feverely revenge thofe injuries, which he afcribed to the 
wanton ambition and injuftice of the Englifh. 
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Whatever proje&s might have been formed by Charles 
for fecreting the money granted him by parliament, he 
had hitherto failed in his intention. The expences of 
fuch vaft armaments had exhaufted all the fupplies* ; and 
even a great debt was contracted to the feamen. The king 
therefore was refolved to fave, as far as poflible, the laft 
fopply of 1,800,000 pounds ; and to employ it for pay- 
ment of his debts, as well thofe which had been cccafioned 
by the war, as thofe which he had formerly contracted. 
He obferved, that the Dutch had been with great reluc- 
tance forced into the war, and that the events of it were 
not fuch as to infpire them with great defire of its con- 
tinuance. The French, he knew, had been engaged into 
hoftilities by no other motive than that of fupporting 
their ally ; and were now more defirous than ever of put- 
ting an end to the quarrel. The differences between the 
parties were fo inconfiderable, that the conclufion of 
peace appeared infallible ; and nothing but forms, at leaft 
fome vain points of honour, feemed to remain for the 
ambaffadors at Breda todifcufs. In this fituation, Charles, 
moved by an ill-timed frugality, remitted his preparations, 
and expofed England to one of the greateft affronts which 
it has ever received. Two fmall fquadrons alone were 
equipped ; and during a war with fuch potent and mar- 
tial enemies, every thing was left almoft in the fame fitu- 
ation as in times of the moft profound tranquillity. 

De Wit protracted the negociations at Breda, and 
haftened the naval preparations. The Dutch fleet appeared 
in the Thames under the command of de Ruyter, and 
threw the Englifh into the utmoft confternation. A chain 
had been drawn acrofs the river Medway ; fome fortifi- 
cations had been added to Sheernefs and Upnore-caitle ; 
But all thefe preparations were unequal to the prefent ne- 
ceffity. Sheernefs was foon taken ■, nor could it be faved 
by the valour of fir Edward Sprague, who defended it. 
Having the advantage of a fpring-tide and an eafterly 
wind, the Dutch preffed on, and broke the chain, though 
fortified by fome fhips, which had been there funk by 
orders of the duke of Albemarle. They burned the three 
fhips, which lay to guard the chain, the Matthias, the 
Unity, and the Charles the fifth. After damaging feveral 
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* The Dutch had fpent on the war near 40 millions of livres a-ycar, 
above three millions Ikrling: A much greater fum than had been grant- 
ed by the Englifh parliament. D'Ellrades, 24th of December, 166J; 
jftof January, 1666- Temple, vol. i. p. 71. It was probably the want of 
money which engaged the king to pay the feamen with tickets; a con- 
trivance which proved fo much to their lof». 
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CHAP, veffels, and pofleffing themfelves of the hull of the Royal 
LXIV. Charles, which the Englifti had burned, they advanced 

Virf— v-w» with fix men of war and five fire-fhips, as far as Upnere- 
1667- caftle, where they burned the Royal Oak, Loyal London, 
and the Great James. Captain Douglas, who commanded, 
on board the Royal Oak, perifhed in the flames, though 
he had an eafy opportunity of efcaping. " Never was it 
known," he faid, " that a Douglas had left his poft 
" without orders'." The Hollanders fell down the Med- 
way without receiving any eonfiderable damage ; and it 
was apprehended, that they might next tide fail up the 
Thames, and extend theit hoftilities even to the bridge 
of London. Nine ftups were funk at Woolwich, four at 
Blackwall : Platforms were raifed in many places, fur- 
niflied with artillery : The train-bands were called out ; 
and every place was in a violent agitation. The Dutch 
failed next to Portfmouth, where they made a fruidefs 
attempt : They met with no better fuccefs at Plymouth : 
They infulted Harwich : They failed again upon the 
Thames as far as Tilbury, where they were repulfed. 
The whole coaft was in alarm ; and had the French 
thought proper at this time to join the Dutch fleet, and 
to invade England, confequences the moft fatal might 
juftly have been apprehended. But Lewis had no inten- 
tion to puih the victory to fuch extremities. His interest 
required that a balance fhould be kept between the two 
maritime powers ; not that an uncontrolled fuperiority 
fhould be given to either. 

Great indignation prevailed amongft the Englifh, to 
foe an enemy, whom they regarded as inferior, whom 
they had expected totally to fubdue, and over whom they 
had gained many honourable advantages, now of a fud- 
den ride undifputcd matters of the ocean, burn their 
fhips in their vety harbours, fill every place with confu- 
fion, and ftrike a terror into the capital itfelf. But though 
the caufe of all thefe difafters could be afcribed neither 
to bad fortune, to the mifconduct of admirals, nor to the 
ill behaviour of feamgn, but folely to the avarice, at lead <• 
to the improvidence, of the government ; no dangerous 
iymptoins of difcontent appeared, and no attempt for an 
infurredtion was made by any of thofe numerous fe£ta- 
ries, who had been fo openly branded for their rebellious 
principles, and who upon that fuppolition had been treated 
with fuch feverity*. 

* Temple, vol. ii.p. 41, 

| Some nou-couformids, however, lx>th in Scotland and England, 
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In the prefent diftrefs, two expedients were embraced : CHAP. 
An army of 12,000 men was fuddenly levied ; and the LXIV. 
parliament, though it lay under prorogation, was fum- l«/~W> 
moned to meet. The houfes were very thin ; and the only i66 7- 
vote, which the commons pafied, was an addrefs fb,r 
breaking the army ; which was complied with. This ex- 
premon of jealouly (hewed the court what they might ex- 
pect from that affembly ; and it was thought more pru- 
dent to prorogue them till next winter. 

Bot the figning of the treaty at Breda extricated the toth j uJ _ 
iring from his prefent difficulties. The Englifti ambafTa- Peace of' 
dors received orders to recede from thofe demands, which, Breda - 
however frivolous in themfelves, could not now be relin- 
quished, without acknowledging a fuperiority in the ene- 
my. Polerone remained with the Dutch ; fatisfaftion for 
the (hips Bonaventure and Good-hope, the pretended 
grounds of the quarrel, was no longer infilled on : Acadie 
was yielded to the French. The acquifition of New- York, 
a fettlement fo important by its fituation, was the chief 
advantage which the Englifh reaped from a war, in which 
the national character of bravery had (hone out with luf- 
tre, but where the mifconduct of the government, efpe- 
cially in the conclufion, had been no lefs apparent. 

To appeafe the people by fome facrifice feemed requi- ciaren- 
fite before the meeting of parliament ; and the prejudices don's fall, 
of the nation pointed out the victim. The chancellor was 
at this time much expofed to the hatred of the public, and 
of every party which divided the nation. All the numerous 
fecliaries regarded him as their determined enemy ; and 
afcribed to his advice and influence thofe perfecuting laws, 
to which they had lately been expofed. The catholics 
knew, that while he retained any authority, all their cre- 
dit with the king and the duke would be entirely ufelefs 
to them, nor muft they ever expe£t any favout or in- 
dulgence. Even the royalifts, disappointed in their fan- 
guine hopes of preferment, threw a great load of envy on 
Clarendon, into whofe hands the king feemed at firft to 
have refigned the whole power of government. The fale 
of Dunkirk, the bad payment of the feamen, the difgrace 
at Chatii am, the unfuccefsful conclufion of the war ; all 
thefe misfortunes were charged on the chancellor, who, 
though he had ever oppofed the rupture with Holland, 
thought it (till his duty to juftify what he could not pre- 



had kept a correfpondence with tlic States, and had entertained projeeli 
for infurrcAious, but they were too weak even to attempt the execution 
of them. D'Eftr.ules, ijth October, 1 66$. 
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CHAP. vent. A building, likewife, of more expence and magnifi- 
LXIV. cence than his (lender fortune could afford, being unwarily 
undertaken by him, much expofed him to public reproach, 
l6& 7- as if he had acquired great riches by corruption. The po- 
pulace gave it commonly the appellation of Dunkirk 
Houfe. 

The king himfelf, who had always more revered than 
loved the chancellor, was now totally eftranged from him. 
Amidft the diflblute manners of the court, that minifter 
Aill maintained an inflexible dignity, and would not fub- 
mit to any condefcerifions, which he deemed unworthy of 
his age and character. Buckingham, a man of profligate 
morals, happy in his talent for ridicule, but expofed in his 
own conduct to all the ridicule which he threw on others, 
ftill made him the objecl: of his raillery, and gradually lef- 
fened in the king that regard which he bore to his mini- 
fter. When any difficulties arofe, either for want of power 
or money, -the blame was ftill thrown on him, who, it was 
believed, had carefully at the reiteration checked alHavifh 
conceffions to the king. And whatperhaps touched Charles 
more nearly, he found, in Clarendon, it is faid, obftacles to 
his pleafures as well as to his ambition. 

The king, difgufted \nth the homely perfon of his con- 
fort, and delirous of having* children, had hearkened to 
propofals of obtaining a divorce, on pretence cither of her 
being pre-engaged to another, or of having made a vow 
of chaftity before her marriage. He was farther ilimula- 
ted by his paflion for mrs. Stuart, daughter of a Scotch 
gentleman ; a lady of great beauty, and whofe virtue he 
had hitherto found impregnable : But Clarendon, appre- 
henfive of the confequences attending a difputed title, 
and perhaps anxious for the fucceflion of his own grand- 
children, engaged the. duke of Richmond to marry mrs. 
Stuart, and thereby put an end to the king's hopes : It is 
pretended that Charles never forgave this difappoint- 
ment. 

When politics, therefore, and inclination both concur- 
ed to make the king lacrifice Clarendon to popular preju- 
dices, the memory of his pail fervices was not able aiiy 
longer to delay his fall. The great feal was taken from 
him, and given to lir Orlando Bridgeman, by the title of 
Lord Keeper. Southampton, the treafurer, was now dead, 
who had perfevered to the utmolt in his attachments to 
the chancellor. The laft time he appeared at the council- 
table, he exerted his friendfhip with a vigour which nei- 
ther age nor infirmities could abate. " This man," faid 
lie, fpeaking of Clarendon, « is a true proteftant, and an 
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u honed Englilhman ; and while he enjoys power, we are CHAP. 
*' fecure of our laws, liberties, and religion. I dread the LXIV. 
" confequences of his removal." v^^-v-*—* 

But the fall of the chancellor was not fufficient to gra- .1667. 
tify the malice of his' enemies : His total ruin was refold- 
ed on. The duke of York in vain exerted his intereft in 
behalf of his father-in-law. Both prince and people united 
in promoting that violent meafure ; and no means were 
thought fo proper for ingratiating the court with a parlia- 
ment, which had fo long been governed by that very mi- 
nifter, who was now to be the vi£tim of their prejudices. - 

Some popular acls paved the way for the feffion ; and 
the parliament, in their firft addrefs, gave the king thanks 
for thefe inftanccs of his goodnefs, and, among the reft, 
they took care to mention his difmiffion of Clarendon. 
The king, in reply, aflured the houfes, that he would ne- 
ver again employ that nobleman in any public office what- 
foever. Immediately, the charge againft him was opened 
in the houfe of commons by mr. Seymour, afterwards 
fir Edward, and confifted of feventeen. articles. The houfe, 
without examining particulars, farther than hearing gene- 
ral affirmations, chat all would be proved, immediately 
voted his impeachment. Many of the articles* we know 
to be either falfe or frivolous ; and fuch of them as we 
are lefs acquainted with, we may fairly prefume to be no 
better grounded. His advifing the fale of Dunkirk, feems 
the heavieft and trueft part of the charge ; but a miftake 
in judgment, allowing it to be fuch, where there appears 
no fymptoms of corruption or bad intentions, it would be 
very hard to impute as a crime to any minifter. The king's 
neceffities, which occafioned that meafure, cannot, with 
any appearance of reafon, be charged on Clarendon and 
chiefly proceeded from the over-frugal maxims of the 
parliament itfelf, in not granting the proper fupplies to 
the crown. 

When the impeachment was carried up to the peers, 
as it contained an accufation of treafon in general, without 
fpecifying any particulars, it feemed not a. fufficient 
ground for committing Clarendon to cuftody. The pre- 
cedents of Strafford and Laud were not, by reafon of the 
violence of the times, deemed a proper authority ; but as 
the commons ftill infilled upon his commitment, it wa3 
neceflary to appoint a free conference between the houfes. 
The lords perfevered in their refolution; and the com- 
mons voted this condutl to be an obftru£tion to public 
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CHAP, juftice, and a precedent of eril and dangerous tendency 
LXIV. They alfo chofe a committee to draw up a vindication of 

\/~V\J their own proceedings. 

,66 7' Clarendon, finding that the popular torrent, united 
to the violence of power, ran with impetuofity againft 
him, and that a defence, offered to fuch prejudiced ears, 
would be entirely ineffectual, thought proper to with- 
draw. At Calais, he wrote a paper addreffed to the houfe 
of lords. He there faid, that his fortune, which was but 
moderate, had been gained entirely by the lawful, avowed 
profits of his office, and by the voluntary bounty of the 
king ; that during the firft years after the reftoration, he 
had always concurred in opinion with the other counfel- 
lors, men of fuch reputation that no one could entertain 
fufpicions of their wifdom or integrity ; that his credit 
foon declined, and however he might difapprove of fome 
meafures, he found it vain to oppofe them ; that his repug- 
nance to the Dutch war, the fource of all the public griev- 
ances, was always generally known, as well as his difap- 
probation of many unhappy fteps taken in conducting it^ 
and that whatever pretence might be made of public of- 
fences, his real crime, that which had exafperated his pow- 
erful enemies, was his frequent oppofition to exorbitant 
grants, which the importunity of fuitors had extorted 
from his majefty. 

The lords tranfmitted this paper to the commons un- 
der the appellation of a libel ; and by a vote of both houfes, 
it was condemned to be burned by the hands of the hang- 
man. The parliament next proceeded to exert their legif- 
lative power againft Clarendon, and paffed a bill of banifti- 

j, ment and incapacity, which received the royal aflent. He 

don" ban- retired into France, where he lived in a private manner. 

ifliment. He furvived his banifhment fix years ; and he employed 
his leifure chiefly in reducing into order the Hiftory of 
the Civil Wars, for whichhehad before collected materials. 
The performance does honour to his memory j and, ex- 
cept Whitlocke's memorials, is the moft candid account 
of thofe times, compofed by any cotemporary author. 

Clarendon was always a friend to the liberty and 
conftitution of his country. At the commencement of 
the civil wars, he had entered into the late king's fervice, 
and was honoured with a great fhare in the efteem and 
friendfhip of that monarch : He was purfued with unre- 
lenting animofity by the long parliament : He had fiiared 
the fortunes, and directed all the counfels of the pre- 
fent king during his exile : He had been advanced to the 
higheft truft ar.d offices after the reftoration : Yet all thefe 
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circum (lances, which might naturally operate with fuch CHAP, 
force, either on refentmcnt, gratitude or ambition, had no LXIV. 
influence on his uncorrupted mind. It is laid, that when {^~Y\J 
he firft engaged in the ftudy of the law, his father exhor- * 66 7* 
ted him with great earneftnefs to fhun the practice too 
common in that profeffion, of {training every point in fa- 
vour of prerogative, and perverting fo ufeful a fcience to 
the oppreffion of liberty : and in the midft of thefe ration- 
al and virtuous counfels, which he reiterated, he was fud- 
denly feized with an apoplexy, and expired in his fon's pre- 
fence. This circumftance gave additional weight to the 
principles which he inculcated. 

The combination of king and fubject to opprefs fo good 
a minilter, affords, to men of oppofitc difpofitions, an equal 
occafion of inveighing againft the ingratitude of princes, 
or ignorance of the people. Charles feems never to have 
mitigated his refentment againft Clarendon; and the na- 
tional prejudices purfued him to his retreat in France. 
A company of Englifh foldiers, being quartered near him, 
affaultedhis houfe, broke open the doors, gave him a dan- 
gerous wound on the head, and would have proceeded to 
the laft extremities, had not their officers, hearing of the 
violence, happily interpofed. 

The next expedient, which the king embraced, in or- 
der to acquire popularity, is more deferving of praife; and, 
had it been fteadily purfued, would probably have render- 
ed his reign happ y, certainly his memory refpected. It is 
the Triple Alliance of which I fpeak a meafure which 
gave entire fatisfa£tion to the public. 

The glory of France, which had long been eclipfed, state of 
either by domeftic factions, or by the fuperior force of the Fianee - 
Spanifh monarchy, began now to break out with great 
luftre, and to engage the attention of the neighbouring 
nations. The independent power and mutinous fpirit of 
the nobility were fubdued : The popular pretentions of 
the parliament reftrained : The Hugonot party reduced 
to Subjection : That extenfive and fertile country, enjoy- 
ing every advantage both of climate and lituation, was 
fully peopled with ingenious and induftvious inhabitants : 
And while the fpirit of the nation discovered all the vigour 
and bravery requifite for great enterprifes, it was tamed to 
an entire fubmiifion under the will of the fovereign. 

The fovereign who no w filled the throne was well adapt- character 
ed, by his perfonal character, both to increafe and to avail of LewU 
himfelf of thefe advantages. Lewis XIV. endowed with XIV - 
every quality which could enchant the people, poffelTed 
many which merit the approbation of the wife. The maf- 
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CH AP, cullne beauty of his perfon was embellifhed with a noble 
LXIV. air: The dignity of his behaviour was tempered with af- 
{^Y~\J fability and politenefs : Elegant without effeminacy, ad- 
1668. dided to pleafure without neglecting bufinefs, decent in 
his very vices, and beloved in the midft of arbitrary pow- 
er, he furpaffed all cotemporary monarchs, as in grandeur, 
fo likewife in fame and glory. 

His ambition, regulated by prudence, not by juftice, 
had carefully provided every means of conqueft j and be- 
fore he put himfelf in motion, he feemed to have abfolute- 
ly enfured fuccefs. His finances were brought into order: 
A naval power created : His armies increafed and difci- 
plined : Magazines and military ftores provided : And 
though the magnificence of his court was fupported be- 
yond all former example, fo regular was the ceconomy 
obferved, and fo willingly did the people, now enriched 
by arts and commerce, fubmit to multiplied taxes, that 
his military force much exceeded what in any preceding 
age had 'ever been employed by any European monarch. 

Twe fudden decline and ahnoft total fall of the Spanifh 
monarchy, opened an inviting field to fo enterprifing 2 
prince, and feemed to promife him eafy and extenfive 
conquefts. The other nations of Europe, feeble or ill-go- 
verned, were aftonifhed at the greatnefs of his rifing em- 
pire ; and all of them caft their eyes tow ards England, as the 
only pewit which could fave them from that fubje&ion 
with which they feemed to be fo nearly threatened. 

The animofity which had anciently fubfifted between 
the Englifh and French nations, and which had been fuf- 
pended for above a century by the jealoufy of Spanifh 
greatnefs, began to revive and exert itfelf. The glory of 
preferving the balance of Europe, a glory fo much found- 
ed on juftice and humanity, flattered the ambition of Eng- 
land •, and the people were eager to provide tor their own 
future fecurrty, by oppofing the progrefs of fo hated a ri- 
val. The profpect of embracing fuch meafures had con- 
tributed, among other reafons, to render the peace of Bre- 
da fo univer ally acceptable to the nation. By the death of 
Philip IV. king of Spain, an inviting opportunity, and 
fbme very fkndcr pretences, had been afforded to call 
forth the ambition of Lewis. 

• At the treaty of the Pyrenees, when Lewis efpoufed 
the Sp.mifii princefs, he had renounced evefy title of fuc- 
cefTion to every part of the Spanifh monarchy ; and this re- 
nunciation had been couched in the molt accurate and 
mofl: precife terms that language could afford. But, on the 
*k'j.th of hii father-in-law, he retracted hi-j feriunchttdHk 
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tmd pretended that natural rights, depending on blood 
and fuccefllon, could not be annihilated by any extorted 
deed or contract. Philip had left a fon, Charles II. of 
Spain ; but as the queen of France was of a former mar- 
riage, flie laid claim to a conliderable province of the Spa- 
nifh monarchy, even to the exclufion of her brother. By 
the cuftoms of fome parts of Brabant, a female of a firft 
marriage, was preferred to a male of a fecond. in the fuc- 
Ceffion to private inheritances ; and Lewis thence inferred, 
that his queen had acquired a right to the dominion of 
that important dutchy. 

A claim of this nature was more properly fupported 
by military force than by argument and reafoning. Lew- 
is appeared on the frontiers of the Netherlands with an 
army of 40,000 men, commanded by the bed generals of 
the age, and provided with every thing neceffary for action. 
The Spaniards, though they might have forefeen this mea- 
fu re, were totally unprepared. Their towns without ma- 
gazines, fortifications, or garrifons, fell into the hands of 
the Freneh king, as foon as he prefented himfelf before 
them. Athe, Lifle, Tournay, Oudenarde, Courtray, Char- 
leroi, Binehe, were immediately taken: And it was vilible 
that no force in the Low Countries was able to flop or re- 
tard the progrefs of the French arms. 

This meafure, executed with fuch celerity and fuccefs,. 
gave great alarm to almoft every court in Europe. It had 
been obferved with what dignity, or even haughtinefs, 
Lewis, from the time he began to govern, had ever fup- 
ported all his rights and pretenfions. D'Eftrades, the 
French ambaffador, and Watteville, the Spanifh, having 
quarrelled in London, on account of their claimsfor prece- 
dency, the Freneh monarch was not fatisfied till Spain 
fent to Paris a folemn embaffy, and promifed never more 
to revive fuch contefis. Crequi, his ambaflador at Rome, 
had met with an affront from the pope's guards : The 
pope, Alexander VII. had been conftrained to break his 
guards, to fend his nephew to aflc pardon, and to allow a 
pillar to be ereclred in Rome itfelf, as a monument of His 
own humiliation. The king of England too had experien- 
ced the high fpirit and unfubmiting temper of Lewis. A 
pretention to fuperiority in the Englifh flag having been 
advanced, the French monarch remonftrated with fuch vi- 
gour, and prepared himfelf to refift with fuch courage,that 
Charles found it more prudent to defift from his vain and 
antiquated claims. The king of England, faid Lewis to 
his ambaflador D'Eftrades, may know my force, but he 
knows not the feniiments of my heart : Every thing an- 
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pears to me contemptible in comparifon of glory*. Thefe 
meafures of conduct had given ftrong indications of his 
character : But the invafion of Flanders difcovered an am- 
bition, which, being fupported by fuch overgrown power, 
menaced the general liberties of Europe. 

As no ftate lay nearer the danger, none was feized 
with more terror than the United Provinces. They were 
■fL ill engaged, together with France, in a war againft Eng- 
land; and Lewis had promifed them that he would take no 
ftep againft Spain without previoufly informing them: But, 
contrary to this afTurance,he kept a total filence, till on the 
very point of entering upon action. If the renunciation 
made at the treaty of the Pyrenees was not valid, it was 
ferefeen, that upon the death of the king of Spain, a fickly 
infant, the whole monarchy would be claimed by Lewi-, ; 
after which it would be vainly expected to fet bounds to his 
pretentions. Charles, acquainted with thefe well-groun- 
ded apprehenlions of the Dutch, had been the more obfti- 
nate in infilling on his own conditions at Breda ; and by 
delaying to fign the treaty, had imprudently expofed him- 
felf to the fignal difgrace which he received at Chat- 
ham. De Wit, fenlible that a few weeks delay would be 
of no confequence in the Low Countries, took this oppor- 
tunity of ftriking an important blow, and-of finilhing the 
war with honour to himfelf and his country. 

Negociations meanwhile commenced for the faying 
of Flanders ; but no refiftance w as made to the French 
arms. The S-paniih minifters exclaimed everywhere againft 
the flagrant injuftice of Lewis's pretenfions, and reprefen- 
ted it to be the intereft of every power in Europe, even 
more than of Spain itfelf, to prevent his conquelt of the 
Low Countries. The emperor and the German princes 
difcovered evident fymptoms of difcontent ; but their mo- 
tions were flow and backward. The States, though terri- 
fied at the profpccl of having their frontier expofed to fo 
formidable a foe,faw no refource,no means of fafety. Eng- 
land indeed feemed difpofed to make oppofition to the 
French ; but the variable and impolitic conduct of Charles 
kept that republic from making him any open advances, 
by which fiie might lofe the triendfhip of France, with- 
out acquiring any new ally. And though Lewis, dread- 
ing a combination of all Europe, had offered terms of ac- 
commodation, the Dutch apprehended, left thefe, either 
from the obltinacy of the Spaniards, or the ambition of 
the French, lliould never be carried into execution. 
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Charles refolved with great prudence to take the firft CHAP, 
ftep towards a confederacy. Sir William Temple, his re- LXIV. 
fidcnt at Bruffels, received orders to go fecretly to the (^/W* 
Hague, and to concert with the States the means of faving 1668. 
the Netherlands. This man, whom philofophy had taught 
to defpife the world, without rendering him unfit for 
it, was frank, open, fincere, fuperior to the little tricks of 
vulgar politicians : And meeting in de Wit with a man of 
the fame generous and enlarged fentiments, he immedi- 
ately opened his mailer's intentions, and preffed a fpeedy 
conclusion. A treaty was from the firft negociated between 
thefe two ftatefmen with the fame cordiality as if it were a 
private tranfa£tion between intimate companions. Deem- 
ing the interefts of their country the fame, they gave full 
fcope to to that fympathy of character, which difpofed 
them to an entire reliance on each ether's profeffions and 
engagements. And though jcaloufy againft the houfe of 
Orange might infpire de Wit with an averfion to a ftrict . 
union with England, he generoufly refolved to facrifice all 
private confiderations to the public fervices. 

Temple infiftsd on an offenfive league between Eng- 
land and Holland, in order to oblige France to reiinquiih 
all her conquefts : But de Wit told him, that his mcafure 
was too bold and precipitate to be agreed to by the States. 
He faid, that the French were the old and conftant allies 
of the republic ; and, till matters came to extremities, fhe 
never would deem it prudent to abandon a friendfhip i j 
well eftablifhed, and rely entirely on a treaty with England,, 
which had lately waged fo cruel a war againft her : That 
ever fince the reign of Elizabeth, there had been fuch a 
fluctuation ia the EngliCi councils, that it was not poffible, 
for two years together, to take any fare or certain mea- 
fures with that kingdom : That though the prefent mi- . 
niftry, having entered into viev/s fo conformable to na- 
tional intcreft, promifed greater firmnefs and conftancy, 
it might ftill be unfafe, in a bufinefs of fuch confequence, 
to put entire confidence in them : That the French mo- 
narch was young, haughty, and powerful ; and if treated 
in fo imperious a manner, would expole himfelf to the 
greateft extremities rather than fubmit : That it was fuf- 
ficient, if he could be conftrained to adhere to the offers 
which he himfelf had already made ; and if the remain- 
ing provinces of the Low Countries could be. thereby fav- 
ed from the danger, with which they were at prefent 
threatened : And that the other powers, in Germany and 
the north, whofe affiftance they might expect, would be 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 



CHAP, fatisfied with putting a ftop to the French conquefts, with' 
LXIV. out pretending to recover the places already loft. 
L/"V>o> The Ehglifb minifter was content to accept of the 
j 668, terms propofed by the penfionary. Lewis had offered to 
relinquifh all the queen's rights, on condition either 
of keeping the conquefts which he had made laft cam- 
paign, or of receiving, in lieu of them, Franchecomte', 
together with Cambray, Aire, and St. Omers. De Wit 
and Temple founded their treaty upon this propofal. They 
agreed to offer their mediation to the contending powers, 
and oblige France to adhere to this alternative, and Spain 
to accept of it. If Spain refufed, they agreed, that France 
fhould not profecute her claim by arms, but leave it en- 
tirely to England and Holland to employ force for making 
the terms effectual. And the remainder of the Low Coun- 
tries they thenceforth guaranteed to Spain. A defenfive 
alliance was likewife concluded between Holland and 
England./ • 

The articles of this confederacy were foon adjufted by 
fuch candid and able negociators : But the greateft diffi- 
culty (till remained. By the conftitution of the republic, 
all the towns in all the provinces muft give their confent 
to every alliance ; and befides that this formality could 
not be difpatchedin lefs than two months, it was juftly to 
be dreaded, that the influence of France would obftrucl: 
the palling of the treaty in fome of the fmaller cities. 
D'Eitrades, the French ambaffador, a man of abilities, 
hearing of the league which was on the carpet, treated it 
lightly : " Six weeks hence," laid he, *« we fhall fpeak 
" to it." To obviate this difficulty, de Wit had the cou- 
rage, for the public good, to break through the laws in fo 
fundamental an article ; and by his authority, he prevailed 
with the States General at once to fign and ratify the 
36 Jan. league: Though they acknowledged that, if that meafure 
fhould difpleafe their conilituents, they rifked their heads 
by this irregularity. After fealing, all parties embraced 
with great cordiality. Temple cried out, At Breda, as 
friends : Here, as brothers. And de Wit added, that now 
the matter was finiihed, it looked like a miracle. 
Triple Room had been left in the treaty for the acceffion of 
«'8« e - Sweden, which was foon after obtained ; and thus was 
concluded in five days the triple league ; an event re- 
ceived with equal furprize and approbation by the world. 
Notwithfhnding the unfortunate conclufion of the laft 
war, England now appeared in her proper fbition, and, by 
this wife conduct, had recovered all her influence and 
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credit in Europe. Temple likewife received great apphufe; CHAP, 
but to all the compliments made him on the pceafion, he LXIV. 
modeftly replied, that to remove things from their cen- i^SV^Sj 
tre, or proper element, required force and labour j but ,6t ' 8 - 
that of themfelves they eafdy returned to it. 

The French monarch was extremely difpleafed with 
this meafure. Not only bounds were at prefent fet to his 
ambition : Such a barrier was alfo raifed as feemed for 
ever impregnable. And though his own offer was made the 
foundation of the treaty, he had prefcrfbed fo lhort a time 
for the acceptance of it, that he ltill expected, from the 
delays and reluctance of Spain, to find fome opportu- 
nity of eluding it. The court of Madrid mowed equal 
dilpleafure. To relinquifh any part of the Spanilh pro- 
vinces, in lieu of claims, fo apparently unjuft, and thefe 
urged with fuch violence and haughtinefs, infpired the 
higheft difguft. Often did the Spaniards threaten to aban- 
don entirely the Low Countries, rather than fubmit to 
fo cruel a mortification ; and they endeavoured, by this . 
menace, to terrify the mediating powers into more vigo- 
rous meafures for their fupport. But Temple and de Wit 
were better acquainted with the views and interelts of 
Spain. They knew, that (he muft (till retain die Low 
Countries, as a bond of connection with the other Eu- 
ropean powers, who alone, if her young monarch fhould 
happen to die without iffue, could infure her independen- 
cy againft the pretenfions of France. They ftilj urged, 
therefore, the terms of the triple league, and threatened 
Spain' with war in cafe" of refufal. The plenipotentiaries 
of all the powers met at Aix-la-Chapelle. Temple was 
minifter for England ; Van Beuninghen for Holland ; 
D'Ohna for Sweden. 

Spain at laft, preffed on all hands, accepted of the al- 
ternative offered ; bat in her very compiiance, flie gave 
itrong fymptoms of ill-humour and difcontent. It had 
been apparent, that the Hollanders, entirely neglecting 
the honour of the Spanifh monarchy, had been anxious 
only for their own fecurity ; and, provided they could re- 
move Lewis to a diftance from their frontier, were more 
indifferent what progrefs he made in other places. Senfible 
of thefe views, the queen-regent of Spain refolved ftiri 
to keep them in an anxiety, which might for the future be 
the foundation of a:i union more intimate than they were 
wilting at prefent to enter into. Franehccompte, by a vi- 
gorous and well-concerted plan or rherrencn king, had /vix-Jai- 
been 'conquered, in .fifteen days, duf'ng a tjgorou'q fcafon, CltapdUt 
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CHAP, and in the midlt of winter. She chofe, therefore, to reco-» 
LXiV. ver this province, and to abandon all the towns conquered 
O^AJ in Flanders during the laft campaign. By this means, 
1668. Lewis extended his garrifons into the heart of the Low 
Countries ; and a very feeble barrier remained to the 
Spanifh provinces. 

But notwithstanding the advantages of his fituation, 
the French monarch could entertain fmall hopes of ever 
extending his conquefts on that quarter which lay the 
molt expofed to his ambition, and where his acquifitions 
were of molt importance. The triple league guaranteed 
the remaining provinces to Spain ; and the emperor and 
other powers of Germany, whole intereft feemed to be 
intimately concerned, were invited to enter into the fame 
confederacy. Spain herfelf, having, about this time, under 
the mediation of Charles, made peace on equal terms 
with Portugal, might be expected to exert more vigour 
and oppofition to her haughty and triumphant rival. The 
£reat latisfadtion, exprefled in England, on account of 
the counfels now embraced by the court, promifed the 
hearty concurrence of parliament in every meafure which 
could be propofed for oppofition to the grandeurof France. 
And thus all Europe feemed to repofe herfelf with fecu- 
rity under the wings of that powerful confederacy, which 
had been fo happily formed for her protection. It is now 
time to give fome account of the ltate of affairs in Scot- 
land and in Ireland. 
Affairs of '^ KE Scottifh nation, though they had never been fub- 
Sioiland. ject to the arbitrary power of their prince, had but very 
imperfect notions of law and liberty ; and fcarcely in 
any age had they ever enjoyed an adminiftration, which 
had confined ilfelf within the proper boundaries. By 
their final union alone with England, their once hated ad- 
verfary, they have happily attained the experience of a 
government perfectly regular, and exempt from all vi- 
olence and injuftice. Charles, from his averfion to bufi- 
nefs, had intrulted the affairs of that country to his mi- 
nifters, particularly Middleton ; and thefe could not for- 
bear making very extraordinary ftretches of authority. 

Thire had been intercepted a letter, written by lord 
Forne 10 lord DuflTus, in which, a little too plainly, but 
very truly, he complained, that his enemies had endea- 
voured by falfehood to prepoflefs the king againft him. 
But he faid, that he had now difcovered them, had de- 
feated them, and had gained the perfm, meaning the 
carl of Clarendon, upon whom the chief of them dc 
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pended. This letter was produced before the parliament j 
and Lome was tried upon an old tyrannical, abfurd law, 
againft Leaftng-making ; by which it was rendered crimi- 
nal to belie the fubjec"ts to the king, or create in him an 
ill opinion of them. He was condemned to die : But 
Charles was much difpleafed with the fenterice, and grant- 
ed him a pardon*. 

It" was carried in parliament, that twelve perfons, with- 
out crime, witnefs, trial, or accul'er, {hould be declared 
incapable of all truft or office; and to render this injuf- 
tice more egregious, it was agreed, that thefe perfons 
Jhould be named by ballot : A method of voting which fe- 
veral republics had adopted at elections, in order to pre- 
vent faction and intrigue \ but which could ferve only as 
a cover to malice and iniquity, in the inflicting of punifli- 
ments. Lauderdale, Crawford, and fir Robert Murray, 
among others, were incapacitated : But the king, who 
difapproved of this injuftice, refufed his aflent|. 

An act was parted againft all perfonsj who fllould move 
the king for reftoring the children of thofe who were at- 
tainted by parliament ; an uriheard-of reftraint on appli- 
cations for grace and mercy. No penalty was affixed ; but 
the aft was but the more violent and tyrannical on that 
account. The court-lawyers had eftablifhed it as a max- 
im, that the affigning of a punifhment was a limitation of 
the crown : Whereas a Jaw, forbidding any thing, though 
without a penalty, niade the offenders criminal. And in 
ihat cafe, they determined, that the punifhment was ar- 
bitrary ; only that it could not extend to life. Middleton 
as commiffioner pafTed this act ; though he had no inftruc- 
tions for that purpofe. 

An a£t of indemnity pafTed ; but at the fame time it 
was voted, that all thofe who had offended during the 
late diforders, fhould be fubjedt'ed to fines ; and a commit- 
tee of parliament was appointed for impofing themj. The 
moft obnoxious compounded fecretly. No consideration 
was had, either of men's riches, or of the degrees of 
their guilt : No proofs were produced : Inquiries were 
hot fo much as made : But as faft as information was giv- 
en in againft any man, he was marked down for a parti- 
cular fine : And all was tranfacled in' a fecret committee. 
When the lift was read in parliament, exceptions were 
made to feveral : Some had been under age during the ci- 
vil wars ; fome had been' abroad. But it was ftill replied, 
that a proper time would come, when every man fhould 
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CHAP, be heard in his own defence. The only intention, it was 
LXIV. faid, of fetting the fines was, that fuch perfons fhouhi 
f^/"\~\J have no benefit by the a£l of indemnity, unlefs they paid 
166&. the fum demanded : Every one that chofe to ftand upon 
his innocence, and renounce the benefit of the indemnity, 
might do it at his peril. It was well known, that no one 
would dare fo far to fet at defiance fo arbitrary 3n admini- 
ftration. The king wrote to the council, ordering them 
to fuperfede the levying of thofe fines : But Middleton 
found means, during fome time, to elude thefc orders*. 
And at laft, the king obliged his minifters to compound 
for half the fums which had been impofed. In all thefe 
tranfactions, and in molt others, which palled during the 
prefent reign, we ftill find the moderating hand of the 
king, interpofed to protect the Scots from the oppreflions 
which their own countrymen, employed in the miniftry, 
were defirous of exercifing over them. 

But the chief circumftance, whence were derived all 
the fubfequent tyranny and diforders in Scotland, was the 
execution of the laws for theeftablilhmentof epifcopacy ; 
a mode of government, to which a great part of the na- 
tion had entertained an unfurmountable averfion. The 
rights of patrons had for fome years been abolilhed ; and 
the power of electing minifters had been veiled in the 
kirk-feffion, and lay-elders. It was now enabled, that all 
incumbents, who had been admitted upon this title, fhould 
receive a prefentation from the patron, and fhould be in- 
ftituted anew by the bifhop, under the penalty of depriva- 
tion. The more rigid prefbyterians concerted meafures 
among themfelves, and refufed obedience : They ima- 
gined, that their number would protect them. Three 
hundred and fifty pariflies, above a third of the king- 
dom, were at once declared vacant. The weftern coun- 
tries chiefly were obftinate in this particular. New mini- 
fters were fought for all over the kingdom, and no one 
was fo ignorant or vicious as to be rejefted. The peo- 
ple, who loved extremely and refpe£ted their former 
teachers ; men remarkable for feverity of their manners, 
and their fervor in preaching ; were inflamed againft thefe 
intruders, who had obtained their livings under fuch in- 
vidious circumftances, and who took no care, by the re- 
gularity of their manners, to foften the prejudices enter- 
tained againft them. Even moft of thofe, who retained 
their livings by compliance, fell under the imputation of 
hypocrify, either by their fhewing a difguft to the new 
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model of ecclcfiaftical government, which they had ac- CHAP, 
knowledged; or, on the other hand, by declaring that their LXIV. 
formerabhorrence to pnlbytery and the covenanthad been v^~ v ->-' 
the refult of violence and neceffity. And as Middleton ,66 *- 
and the new miniftry indulged themfelves in great riot 
and diforder, to which the nation had been little accuf- 
tomed, an opinion univerfally prevailed, that any form of 
religion, offered by fuch hands, mult be profane and im- 
pious. 

The people, notwithftanding their difcontents, were 
refolved to give no handle againft them, by the leaft fymp- 
tom of mutiny or fedition: But this fubmiflive difpofition, 
inftead of procuring a mitigation of the rigours, was made 
ufe of as an argument for continuing the fame meafures, 
which, by their vigour, it was pretended, had produced 
fo prompt an obedience. The king, however, was difguf- 
ted with the violence of Middleton* ; and he made Rothes 
commiffioner in his place. This nobleman was already 
prefident of the council ; and foon after was made lord- 
keeper and treafurer. Lauderdale ftill continued fecretary 
of ftate, and commonly refided at London. 

Affairs remained in a peaceable ftate, till the fevere 
law was made in England againft conventiclesf. The 
Scottifh parliament imitated that violence, by parting a like 
a£t. A kind of high commiflion court was appointed by 
the privy-council, for executing this rigorous law, and for 
the direction of ecclefiaftical affairs. But even this court, 
illegal as it might be deemed, was much preferable to the 
method next adopted. Military force was let loofe by the 
council. Wherever the people had generally forfaken their 
churches, the guards were quartered throughout the 
country. Sir James Turner commanded them, a man 
whofe natural ferocity of temper was often inflamed by 
the ufe of ftrong liquors. He went about, and received 
from the clergy lifts of thofe who abfented themfelves 
from church, or were fuppofed to frequent conventicles. 
Without any proof or legal conviction, he demanded a fine 
from them, and quartered foldiers on the fuppofed delin- 
quents, till he received payment. As an infurrection was 
dreaded during the Dutch war, new forces were levied, 
and intrufted to the command of Dalziel and Drummond 5 
two officers, who had ferved the king during the civil 
wars, and had afterwards engaged in the fervice of Ruf- 
fia, where they had increafed the native cruelty of their 
difpofition. A full career was given to their tyranny by 
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pH AP. the Scattifh miniftry. Reprefentations were made to the, 
LXIV. king againft thefe enormities. He feemed touched with 

tjL/V"V> the ftate of the country; and bfiles giving orders, that 
166%. ecclefiaftical commiffion mould be discontinued, he 

fignified his opinion, that another way of proceeding was 
rreceffary for his fervice*. 

This lenity of the king's came too late to remedy the 
diforders. '1 he people, inflamed with bigotry and irrita- 
ted by ill ufage, rofe in arms. They were inftigated by 
Guthry, Semple, and other preachers. They furprifed 
Turner in Dumfries, and refolved tohave put him to death; 
but finding that his orders, which fell into their hands, 
were more violent than his execution of their, they fparei 
his life. At Lanark, after many prayers, they renewed the 
covenant, and publifhed their manifefto ; in which they 
profefled all fubmifuon to the king : They defiredonly the 
re-eftablifhment of prefbytery and of their former minif- 
ters. As many gentlemen of their party had been confined 
on fufpicion; Wallaceand Learmont, two officers, whohaa 
ferved, but in no high rank, were entrufted by the popu- 
lace with the command. Their force never exceeded two 
thoufand men ; and though the country in gencr.il bore 
them favour, men's fpirits werefo fubdued, that the rebels 
could expecT: no farther acceffion of numbers. Dcdziel 
took the field to oppofe their progrefs. Their number was 
now diminifhed to 800; and thefe, having advanced near 
Edinburgh, attempted to find their way back into the 
weft by Pentland Hills. They were attacked by the king's 
forcesf. Finding that they could not efcape, they ftopped 
their march. Their clergy endeavoured to infufe courage 
into them. After finging fome pfalms, the rebels turned 
on the enemy ; and being affifted by the advantage of the 
ground, they received the firft charge very refolutely. But 
that was all the action : Immediately they fell into diforder, 
and fled for their lives. About forty were killed on the 
fpot, and a hundred and thirty taken prifoners. The reft, 
favoured by the night, and by the wearinefs, and even by 
the pity of the king's troops, made their efcape. 

The oppreflions which thefe people had fuflered, the 
delufions under which they laboured, and their inoffenfive 
behaviour during the infurrection, made them the objects 
of compaflion : Yet were the king's minifters, particularly 
Sharpe, refolved to take fevere vengeance. Ten were 
hanged on one gibbet at Edinburgh : Thirty five before 
{heir own doors in different places. Thefe criminals 
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fnight all hive faved their lives, if they would have renoun- 
ced the covenant. The executions were going on, when 
the king put a flop to them. He faid, that blood enough 
had already been ftied ; and he wrote a letter to the privy 
council, in which he ordered, that fuch of the prifoners as 
fliould fimply promife to obey the laws for the future, 
Ihould be fet at liberty, and that the incorrigible mould 
be fent to the plantations*. This letter was brought by 
JBarnet, archbifhop of Glafgow ; but not being imme- 
diately delivered to the council by Sharpe, the prefidentf, 
one Maccail had, in the interval, been put to the torture, 
under which he expired. He feemed to die in an ecftacy 
of joy. « Farewel fun, moon, and ftars ; farewel world 
f and time; farewel weak and frail body : Welcome eter- 
te nity, welcome angels and faints, welcome Saviour of the 
" world, and welcome God, the judge of all !'' Such were 
his laft words ; and thefe animated fpeeches he uttered 
with an accent and manner, which ftruck all the by-ftan- 
ders with aftonifhment. 

The fettlement of Ireland, after the reftoration, was 
a work of greater difficulty than that of England, or 
even of Scotland. Not only the power, during the for- 
mer ufurpations, had there been vefted in the king's ene- 
mies : The whole property, in a manner, of the king- 
dom had alfo been changed ; and it became necefiary to 
redrefs, but with as little violence as poflible, many griev. 
pus hardlhips and iniquities, which were there complain- 
ed of. 

The Irifh catholics had, in 1648, concluded a treaty 
with Ormond, the king's lieutenant ; in which they had 
ftipulated pardon for their laft rebellion, and had engaged 
under conditions to affift the royal caufe : And though 
the violence of the priefts and the bigotry of the people 
had prevented, in a great meafure, the execution of this 
treaty ; yet were there many, who having ftri£Uy, at the 
hazard of their lives, adhered to it, feemed on that ac- 
count well entitled to reap the fruits of their loyalty. 
Cromwel, having without diftin&ion, expelled all the na- 
tive Irifh from the three provinces of Munfter, Leinfter, 
and Ulfter, had confined them to Connaught and the 
county of Clare ; and among thofe who had thus been 
forfeited, were many whofe innocence was altogether un- 
queftionable. Several proteftants likewife, and Ormond 
among the reft ; had all along oppofed the Irifh rebellion ; 
yet having afterwards embraced the king's caufe againft 
the parliament, they were all of them attainted by Crom- 
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CH A P. we ^ And there were many officers who had, from the 
LXIV. commencement of the infurrection, ferved in Ireland, 
{y~\r\j and who, becaufe they would not defert the king, had 
1668. heen refufed all their arrears by the Englifti common- 
wealth. 

To all thefe unhappy fufferers fome juftice feemed to 
to be due : But the -difficulty was to find the means of 
Tedreffing fuch great and extenfive iniquities. Almoft all 
the valuable parts of Ireland had been meafured out and 
divided, either to the adventurers, who had lent money 
to the parliament for the fuppreffion of the Iriffi rebel- 
li&n, or to the foldiers, who had received land in lieu of 
their arrears. Thefe could not be difpoflefled, becaufe 
they were the moft powerful and only armed part of Ire- 
land ; becaufe it was requilite to favour them, in order 
to fupport the proteftant and Englifti interefl in that king- 
dom ; and becaufe they had generally, with a feeming 
zeal and alacrity, concurred in the king's reftoration. The 
king, therefore, ifiued a proclamation ; in which he pro- 
mifed to maintain their fettlement, and at the fame time 
engaged to give redrefs to the innocent fufferers. There 
was a quantity of land as yet undivided in Ireland ; and 
from this and fome other funds, it was thought poffible 
for the king to fulfil both thefe engagements. 

A court of claims was erected, confiding altogether 
of Englifh commiffioners, who had no connection with 
any of the parties, into which Ireland was divided. Be- 
fore thefe were laid, four thoufand claims of perfons, crav- 
ing reftitution on account of their innocence ; and the 
pommiffioners had found leifure to examine only fix hun- 
dred. It already appeared, that, if all thefe were to be 
reftored, the funds, whence the adventurers and foldiers 
mud get reprifals, would fall fhort of giving them any 
tolerable fatisfaction. A great alarm and anxiety feized 
all ranks of men : The hopes and fears of every party 
were excited : Thefe eagerly grafped at recovering their 
paternal inheritance : Thofe were refolute to maintain 
their new acquifitions. 

The duke of Ormond was created lord-lieutenant ; 
being the only perfon, whofe prudence and equity could 
compofe fuch jarring interefts. A parliament was affem- 
bled at Dublin ; and as the lower houfe was almoft en- 
tirely chofen by the foldiers and adventurers, who ftill 
kept poffeffion, it was extremely favourable to that inter- 
eft. The houfe of peers fhowed greater impartiality. 

An infurrection was projetted, together with a furpri- 
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fal of the caftle of Dublin, by fome of the difbanded C H AP. 
foldiers ; but this defign was happily defeated by the vi- LXIV. 
gilance of Ormond. Some of the criminals were punifh- {^/~Y\J 
ed. Blood, the mod defperate of them, efcaped into 1668. 
England. 

But affairs could not long remain in the confufion and 
uncertainty into which they had fallen. All parties feem- 
ed willing to abate fomewhat of their pretentions, in or- 
der to attain fome liability ; and Ormond interpofed his 
authority for that purpofe. The foldiers and adventurers 
agreed to relinquifh a third of their pofieffions -, and as 
they had purchafed their lands at very low prices, they 
had reafon to think themfelves favoured by this compo- 
fition. All thofe, who had been attainted on account of 
their adhering to the king, were reftored ; and fome of 
the innocent Irifh. It was a hard fituation, that a man was 
obliged to prove himfelf innocent, in order to recover pof- 
ieffion of the eftate which he and his anceftors had ever 
enjoyed : But the hardfhip was augmented, by the diffi- 
cult conditions annexed to this proof. If the perfon had 
ever lived in the quarters of the rebels, he was not admit- 
ted to plead his innocence ; and he was, for that reafon 
alone, fuppofed to have been a rebel. The heinous guilt of 
the Irifh nation made men the more readily overlook, any 
iniquity, which might fall on individuals ; and it was con- 
fidered, that, though it be always the intereft of all good 
government to prevent injuftice, it is not always pollible 
to remedy it, after it has had a long courfe, and has been 
attended with great fuccefles. 

Ireland began to attain a ftate of fome compofure, 
when it was difturbed by a violent a£t, pafTed by the Eng- 
lifh parliament, which prohibited the importation of Irifh 
cattle into England*. Ormond remonltrated ftrongly 
againft this law. He faid, that the prefent trade, carried 
on between England and Ireland, was extremely to the 
advantage of the former kingdom, which received only 
provifions, or rude materials, in return for every fpecies 
of manufacture : That if the cattle of Ireland were pro- 
hibited, the inhabitants of that ifland had no other com- 
modity, by which they could pay England for their im- 
portations, and muft have recourfe to other nations for a 
fupply : That the induftrious inhabitants of England, if 
deprived of Irifh provifions, which made living cheap, 
would be obliged to augment the price of labour, and 
thereby render their manufactures too dear to be exported 
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CHAP. t0 f° re 'g n markets: That the indolent inhabitants of 
LXIV. Ireland, finding provisions fall almoft to nothing, would! 

(_/~y"VJ never be induced to labour, but would perpetuate, to all 
i668. generations, their native floth and barbarifm: That by cut- 
ting off almoft entirely the trade between the kingdoms,' 
all the natural bands of union were diflblved, and nothing 
remained to keep the Irifh in their duty but force and 
violence: And that, by reducing that kingdorrt to extreme 
poverty, it would be even rendered incapable of maintain- 
ing that military power, by which, during its well-groun- 
ded dlfcontents, it muft neceffarily be retained in fub- 
je£Hon. 

The king was fo much convinced of the juftnefs of 
thefe reafons, that he ufed all his intereft to oppofe the 
bill, and he openly declared, that he could not give his 
afTent to it with a fafe confeience. But the commons 
were refolute in their purpofe. Some of the rents of Eng- 
land had fallen of late years, which had been afcribed en- 
tirely to the importation of Irifh cattle : Several intrigues 
had contributed to inflame that prejudice, particularly 
thofe of Buckingham and Afhley, who were defirous of 
giving Ormond difturbance in his government : And the 
fpirit of tyranny, of which nations are as fufceptible as 
individuals, had extremely animated the Englifh to exert 
their fuperiority over their dependent ftate. No affair 
could be conducted with greater violence than this was' 
by the commons. They even went fo far in the preamble 
of the bill, as to declare the importation of Irifh cattle to 
be a nuifance. By this expreflion, they gave fcope to their 
paffion, and at the fame time barred the king's preroga- 
tive by which he might think himfelf entitled to difpenfe 
with a law fo full of injuftice and bad policy. The Lords 
expunged the word ; but as the king was fenfible that no 
fupply would be given by the commons, unlefs they were 
gratified in their prejudices, he was obliged both to em- 
ploy his interefts with the peers for making the bill pafs, 
and to give the royal afTent to it. He could not, however, 
forbear exprefiing his difpleafure at the jealoufy enter- 
tained againft him, and at the intention which the com- 
mons difcovered of retrenching his prerogative. 

This law brought great diftrefs for fome time upon the 
Irifh ; but it has occafioned their applying with greater 
induftry to manufactures, and has proved in the jflue be- 
neficial to that kingdom. 
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NOTE [AA], p. 40. 



MR. Carte, in his life of the duke of Ormond, has given us fome evi* 
dence to prove, that this letter was entirely a forgery of the po- 
pular leaders, in order to induce the king to facrifice Strafford. He 
tells us, that Strafford faid fo to his fon, the night before his execution- 
But there are fome reafons why I adhere to the common \v~ay of telling 
this ftory. I. The account of the forgery comes through feveral hands, 
»nd from men of characters not fully known to the public. A circum- 
ftance which weakens every evidence. It is a hearfay of a hearfay. 2. It 
feems impoffible, but young lord Strafford mud inform the king, who 
would not have failed to trace the forgery, and expofe his enemies to their 
merited infamy, r. It is not to be conceived but Clarendon and Whit- 
rocke, not to mention others, muft have heard of the matter. 4. Sir 
George Ratcliffe, in his life of Strafford, tells the ftory the fame way 
1 that Clarendon and Whitlocke do. Would he afro, who was Strafford's 
intimate friend, never have heard of the forgery? It is remarkable, 
that this life is dedicated or addreffed to young Strafford. Would not 
he have put fir George right in fo material and interefting a fadt ? 



NOTE [BB]'. p. 41.' 



WHAT made this bill appear of lefs confequence was, that rife 
parliament voted tonnage and poundage for no longer a period 
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than two months ; And as that branch was more than half of the re- 
venue, and the government could not poffibly fubfift without it ; it 
fcemcd indirectly in the power of the parliament to continue themfelves 
as long at they plsafed. This indeed was true in the ordinary adminif- 
tration of government : But on the approaches towards a civil war, 
which was not then forefeen, it had been of great confequence to the 
kinj to have referred the right of diffolution, and to have endured any 
extremity, rather than aUow the continuance of the parliament- 



NOTE |CC], p. 64. 



jT is now fo iiniverfally allowed, notwithftanding fotne muttering to 
■* the contrary, that the king had no hand in the Irifh rebellion, that 
it tCill be fuperfluous to infill on a point which feens fo clear. I fhall 
only fugged a very few arguments, among an infinite number which oc- 
cur. (1) Ought the affirmation of perfidious, infamous rebels ever to 
have paffed for any authority ? (2) Nobody can tell us what the words 
of the pretended commiffion were. That commifEon which we find in 
Rufhworth, vol. v. p. 400, and in Milton's Works, Toland's edition, 
is plainly an impoflure ; becaufe it pretends to be dated in October 
1641, yet mentions facts which happened not till fome months after. It 
appears that the Irifli rebels, obferving fome inconfiftenee in their firfl: 
forgery, were obliged to forge this coiumiflion anew, yet could not ren- 
der it coherent or probable. (3) Nothing could be more obvioufly per- 
nicious to the king's caufe than the Irifli rebellion ; becaufe it increafed 
his neceffities, and rendered him full more dependent on the parliament, 
who had before fufficiently fliewn on what terms they would affifl him. 
(4) The inflant the king heard of the rebellion, which was a very few 
days after its commencement, he wrote to the parliament, and gave over 
to them the management of the war. Had he built any projects on that 
rebellion, would he not have waited fome little time to fee how they 
would fuccepd ? Would he prefently have adopted a meafure which was 
evidently fo hurtful to his authority ? (5) What can be imagined to be 
the king's projects, ? To raife the Irifli to arms, I fuppofe, and bring 
them over to England for his affiftancc. But is it not plain, that the 
king never intended to raife war in England ? Had that been his inten- 
tion, would he have rendered the parliament perpetual ? Docs it not ap- 
pear, bv the whole train of events, that the parliament forced him into 
the war ? (6) The king conveyed to the juflices intelligence which ought 
to have prevented the rebellion. (7) The Irifli catholics, in all their fu- 
ture traniactions with the king, where they endeavour to excufe their 
infiurre&ion, never had the afliiratice to plead his commiffion. Even 
among themfelves they dropped that pretext. It appears that fir Phelim 
O'Neale, chiefly, and he only at firfl, promoted that impofhire. Sec 
Carte'* Ormond, vol. iii. No. loo. ill. M2. 115. tn. 132. 137. (8) 
O'Neale himfelf csnfeffed the impofhire on his trial and at hiscxecution. 
See Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 528. Maguire, at his execution, made a like con- 
fefTion. ( ,) It is ridiculousto mention the juftification which Charles II. 
gavje to the marquis of Antrim, as if he ha4 ae~ced by his father's com- 
itriffion. Antrim hael no hand in the firfl rebellion and the niafl'aerc. He 
joinad ik. i the rebels till two years after : It was with the king's ronfent, 
ami he did important fervicc, in lending over a body of men to Mon- 
trofc. 
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NOTE [DD],p. 94. 



THE great courage and conduct difplayed by many of the popular 
leaders, have commonly inclined men to do them in one refpect, 
more honour than they deferve, and to fuppofe that, like able politicians, 
they employed pretences which they fecretly defpifed, in order to ferve 
their felfifh purpofcs. It is however probable, if not certain, that they 
were, generally fpeaking, the dupes of their own zeal. Hypocrify, quite 
pure and free from fanaticifm, is perhaps, except among men fixed in a 
determined philofophical fcepticifm, then unknown, as rare as fanaticifm 
entirely purged from all mixture of hypocrify. So congenial to the human 
mind are religious fentiments, that it is impolHble to counterfeit long 
thefe holy fervours, without feeling fome fhare of the affirmed warmth: 
And, on the other hand, fo precarious and temporary, from the frailty 
of human nature, is the operation of thefe fpiritual views, that the re- 
ligious ecftafies, if conftantly employed, muft often be counterfeit, and 
mufl be warped bythofe more familiar motives of intcreft and ambition, 
which infenfibly gain upon the mind. This indeed feems the key to 
molt of the celebrated characters of that age. Equally full of fraud and 
of ardour, thefe pious patriots talked perpetually of feeking the Lord, yet 
ftill purfued their own purpofes ; and have left a memorable leffon to 
pofterity, how delufive, how deftrui£live, that principle is by which they 
■were animated. 

With regard to the people, we can entertain no doubt that the con- 
troverfy was, on their part, entirely theological. The generality of the 
nation could never have flown out into fuch fury, in order to obtain 
new privileges and acquire greater liberty than they and their anceftorn 
had ever been acquainted with. Their fathers had been entirely fatif- 
fied with the government of Elizabeth ; Why fhould they have been 
thrown into fuch extreme rage againft Charles, who, from the beginning 
of his reign, wiflied only to maintain fuch a government ? And why not, 
at, leaft, compound matters with him, when, by all his laws, it appeared 
that he had agreed to depart from it ? Efpccially, as he had put it entire- 
ly out of his power to retract that refolution. It is in vain, therefore, to 
dignify this civil war and the parliamentary authors of it, by fuppoling 
it to have any other confiderable foundation than theological zeal, that 
great and noted fource of animoGty among men. The royalifts alfo were 
very commonly zealots ; but as they were at the fame time maintaining 
the eftablifhed conftitution, in ftate as well as church, they had an ob- 
ject which was natural, and which might produce thegreateft pallioa, 
even without any confiderable mixture of theological fervour. — Tbefon- 

wcr part of this note TH0#, in thefirjl editions , a part of the text*. 



NOTE [EE], p. 95. 



IN fome of thefe declarations, fup'pofed to be penned by lord 
Falkland, is found the firft regular definition of the conftitution, ac- 
cording to our prefent ideas of it ? that occurs in. any Engliih compoG. _- 



NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUME. 



tion ; at leaft any published by authority. The three fpecies of govern- 
ment, monarchical, ariflocratical, and democratical, are there plainly 
diftinguifhed, and the Englifli government is exprefsly faid to be none 
of them pure, but all of them mixed and tempered together. This ftyle, 
though the fenfe of it was implied in many institutions, no former king 
of England would have ufed, and no fubjeft would have been permit- 
ted to ufe. Banks and crown-lavvycrs againfl Hambden, in the cafe of 
fhip-money, infill plainly and openly on the king's abfolute and fove- 
reign power : And the oppofite lawyers do not deny it ; They only 
affert, that the fubjevSb have alfo a fundamental property in their goods, 
and that no part of them can be taken but by their own confent in par- 
liament. But that the parliament was inftituied to check and control 
the king, and fhaie the fupre/me power, would, in all formeY times, 
have been efteemed very blunt and indifcreet, if not illegal language. 
We need not be furprifed that governments fhould Iqng continue, 
though the boundaries of authority, in their feveral branches be implicit, 
confufed and undetermined. This is the cafe all over the world. Who 
can draw an exact line between the fpiritual and temporal powers in 
catholic fhtes ? What code afcertained the precife authority of'the 
Roman fenatc, in every occurrence ? Perhaps the Englifli is the firft 
mixed government, where the authority of every part has been very ac- 
curately defined: And yet there ftill remain many very important 
qucflions between the two houfes, that, by common confent, are buri- 
ed in a difcreet filence. The king's power is indeed more exactly limi- 
ted ; but this period, of which we now treni, is the time at which that 
accuracy commenced. And it appears from Warwick and Hobbes, that 
many royalifts blamed this philofophical precifionin the king's penman, 
and thought that the veil was very imprudently drawn off the niyfteries 
of government. It is certain that liberty reaped mighty advantages 
from thefe controvcrfies and inquiries ; and the royal authority itfclf 
became more fecure, within thofe provinces which were ailigned to it. 
Since the firfl publication of this hiftory t the feqtiel of lord Clarendon has been publifh- 
ed , •where that nobleman ajfirts, that he limfelf tvas the author of rnoj! of thefe re% 
tnonffr ances and memorials of tjje king. 

; ■ \ ?> ■ • • ' V', - ,, i 



NOTE [1TJ, p. Ti 3 , 



W'HITLOCKE, who was one of the commiffioners,fays, p. W Tn 
"this treaty the king manifefted bis great parts and abilities, 
*' ftrcngth of reafon and quickneft of apprehenfion, with much patience 
" in hearing what was objected againlt him ; wherein he allowed all 
" freedom, and would himfelf fum up the arguments, and give a moft 
" clear judgment upon them. His unbappinefs was, that he had a bet- 
*' tcr opinion of others judgments than of his own, though thev were 
« weaker than bis own ; and of this the parliament commiffioners had 
H experience to their great trouble. They were often waiting on the 
" king, and debating fome points of the treaty with him, ;ir.til midnight, 
«< before they could come to a conclufion. Upon one of the moft mate- 
" rial points, they pre fled his majefly with their reafons andbeftargu- 
»< meats they could ufc, to grant what they defired. The king faid he 
<« was fully fatisiied, and promifed to give them his anfwer in writing 
«« according to their defire ; hut becaufe it was then paft midnight, and 
" too late to put it into writing, he would have it drawn up next morn- 
«' ing (when he commanded them- to wait on him again), and then he 
*'< would givcthem his anfwer in writing, a» it was now agreed upon. 
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** But next morning the king told them, that he had altered his mind : 
" Andfome of his friends, of whom the cemiflioners inquired, told thern, 
" that after they were gone, and even his council retired, fomc of his 
44 bed-chamber never left prcfDng and perfuading him till they prevail- 
44 ed on him to change his former refolutions." It is difficult, however, 
to conceive, that any negociation could have fucceeded between the 
king and parliament, while the latter infifted, as they did all along, on a 
total fubmillion to all their demands ; and challenged the whole power, 
•which they profefTedly intended to employ, to the punifhmcnt of the 
king's friends, 



NOTE [GG], p. lio. 



HP HE author is fenfible that fome blame may be thrown upon him, 
on account of this laft claufe in Mr. Hambden's character ; as if 
he were willing to entertain a fufpicion of bad intentions, where the ac- 
tions were praife-worthy. But the author's meaning is directly contrary : 
He efteems the laft actions of Mr. Hambden's life to have been very 
blameable ; though, as they were derived from good motives, only pufh- 
cd to an extreme, there is room left to believe, that the intentions of that 
patriot, as well as of many of his party, were laudable. Had the pre- 
■reding adminiftration of the king, whioh we are apt to call arbitrary, 
proceeded from ambition, and an unjuft defire of encroaching on the 
ancient liberties of the people, there would have been lefsreafon for 
giving him any truft, or leaving in his hands a confiderable fharc of that 
power which he had fo much abufed. But if his conduct was derived in 
a great meafure from necefTity, and from a natural defire of defending 
that prerogative which was tranfmittcd to him from his anceflors, and 
•which his parliaments were vifibly encroaching on ; there is no reafon 
why he may not be efteemed a very virtuous prince, and entirely wor- 
thy of truft from his people. The attempt, therefore, of totally annihila- 
ting monarchical power, was a very blameable extreme ; efpccially as 
it was attended with the danger, to fay the lead, of a civil war, which, 
befides the numberlefs ills infep2rable from it, expofed liberty to much 
greater perils than it could have incurred under the now limited autho- 
rity of the king. But as thefe points could not be fuppofed fo clear dur- 
ing the time, as they are, or may be at prefent ; there are great reafons 
of alleviation for men who were heated by the controverfy, or engaged 
in the action. And it is remarkable, that even at prefent (fuch is the 
force of party prejudices) there are few people who have coolnefs e- 
rough to fee thefe matters in a proper light, or arc convinced that the 
parliament could prudently have flopped in their pretenfiens. They ftill 
plead the violations of liberty attempted by the king, after granting the 
petition of right ; without confidering the extreme harfli treatment 
■which he met with, after making that great concefGon.and the impofB- 
bility offupporting government by the revenue then fettled on the 
crown. The worft of it is, that there was a great tang of enthufiafm in 
the conduct of the parliamentary leaders, which, though it might ren- 
tier their conduct fmcere, will not much enhance their character with 
poftcritv. And though Hambden was perhaps, lefs infoted with this 
fpirit than many of his alTociates, he appears not to have been altoge- 
ther frecfrorait. His intended migration to America.whcrc he could only 
propofcthc advantage of enjoying puritanical prayers and fermons,wiU 
be allowed a proof of the prevalence of this fpirit in bim, 
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NOTE [HH]. p. 133. 



TN a letter of the king to the qneen, preferred in the Britifh Mufeum, 
•*■ and publifhed by mrs. Macaulay. vol. iv. p. 420, he fays, that un- 
Icfs religion was preferved, the militia (being not as in France a formed 
powerful ftrength) would be of little ufe to the crown: and that if the 
pulpits had not obedience, which would never be, if prefbyterian go- 
vernment was abfolutely cflablifhcd, tbe king would have but fmall com- 
fort of the militia. This reafoning fhows the king's good fenfe, and 
proves that his attachment to epifcopacy, though partly founded on re- 
ligious principles, was alfo, in his fituation, derived from the foundeft 
views of civil policy. In reality, it was eafy for the king to perceive, by 
the neceffary connection between trifles and important matters, and 
by the connection maintained at that time between religion and poli- 
tics, that, when he was contending for the furplice, he was in effect 
fighting for his crown, and even for his head. Few of the popular par- 
ty could perceive this connexion: Molt of them were carried head- 
long by fanaticifm; as might be expected in the ignorant multitude. 
Few even of the leaders leem to have had more enlarged views. 



NOTE [II], p. 170. 



THAT Laud's fevcrity was not extreme, appears from this fact, that 
he caufed the aits or records of the high commifGon court to be 
fearched, and found that there had been fewer fufpenuons, deprivations, 
and other punilhments, by three, during the feven years of his time,, 
than in any feven years of his prcdeceffor Abbot ; who was notwith- 
flanding in great efteem with the houfe of commons. Troubles and Tri- 
als of Laud, p. 164. But Abbot was little attached to the court, and was 
alfo a puritan in doctrine, and bore a mortal hatred to the papiffc : Not 
to mention, that the mutinous fpirit was rifing higher in the time of 
Laud, and would lefs bear control. The maxims, however, of his ad- 
miniftrat ion, were the fame that had ever prevailed in England, and that 
had place in every other European nation, exaept Holland, which flu- 
died chiefly tbe intcrcfls of commerce, and France, which was fettered 
by edicts and treaties. To have changed them for the modern maxims 
of toleration, how reafonable foevcr, would have been deemed a very 
bold and dangerous enterprife. It is a principle advanced by prefident 
Monteftjuicii, that where the magiftrate isfatisfied with the eflablifhcd 
religion, he ought to reprefs the firft attempts towards innovation, and 
only grant a toleration to feels that are diffufed and eftablifhed. Set 
1'Efprit des Loix, Iiv. ar chap. IC. According to this principle, Laud's 
indulgence to the catholics, and fevcrity to the puritans, would admit 
of apology. I own, however, that it is very qucflionable, whether per- 
fection can in any cafe be juftified : But, at the fame time, it would be 
hard to give that appellation to Laud's conduct, who only enforced the 
a»t of uniformity, and expelled the clergymen that accepted of benefi- 
ces, and yet refufed to obferve the ceremonies, which they prcvionfly 
knew to be enjoined by law. He never reMcd them feparate places of 
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worfhip; becaufe they themfelvcs would have efteemed it impious to 
demand them, and no Ids impious Co allow them. 



NOTE [KK], p. 190. 



DR. BIRCH has written a treatife on this fubject. It is not my buG- 
nefsto oppofe any facts contained in that gentleman's performance. 
I fhall only produce arguments which prove that Glamorgan, when he 
received his private commifGon, had injunctions from the king to aft 
altogether in concert with Ormond (i.) It feems to be implied in the 
very words of the commifGon. Glamorgan is empowered and authorifed 
to treat and conclude with the confederate catholics in Ireland. " If up- 
M on necefGty any (article!) be condefcended unto, wherein the king's 
" lieutenant cannot fo well be feen in, as not fit for us at prefent pub- 
■ licly to own." Here no artic|es are mentioned, which are not fit to be 
communicated to Ormond, but only not fit for him and the king pub- 
licly to be feen in, and to avow. (2.) The king's prufeftation to Ormond 
ought, both on account of that prince's character, and the reafons he 
affigns, to have the greateft weight. The words are thefe : " Ormond, 
" I cannot but add to my long letter, that, upon the word of a Chrif- 
" tian, I never intended Glamorgan fhould treat any without your ap- 
u probation, much lefs without your knowledge. For befides thelnjury 
" to you, I was always diffident of his judgment (though I could not 
" think him fo extremely weak as now to mv cofl I have found); which 
" you may eafily perceive in a poftfeript of a letter of mine to you." 
Carte, vol. ii. App. xxiii. It is impofGble that any man of honour, how- 
ever he might diffemble with his enemies, would affert a falfehood in fo 
folemn a manner to his beft friends, efpecially where that perfon muft 
kave had opportunities of knowing the truth. The letter, whofe poft- 
fcript is .mentioned by the king, is to be found in Carte, vol. ii. App. 
3tiii. (3.) As the king had really fo low an opinion of Glamorgan's un- 
derftanding, it is very unlikely that he would truft him with the fole 
management of fo important and delicate a treaty. And if he had in- 
tended that Glamorgan's negociation fhould have been independent of 
Ormond, he would never have told the latter nobleman of it, nor have 
put him on his guard againft Glamorgan's imprudence. That the king 
judged aright of this nobleman's character, appears from his Century of 
Arts or Scantling of Inventions, which is a ridiculous compound of lies, 
chimeras, and impofGbilities, and (hows what might be expected from 
fuch a man. (4.) Mr. Carte lias published a whole feries of the king's 
correfpondence with Ormond, from the time that Glamorgan came into 
Ireland ; and it is evident that Charles all along confiders the lord lieu- 
tenant as the perfon who was conducting thenegociations with the Iriflj. 
The 31 ft of July r 64J, after the battle of Nafcby, being reduced to great 
ftraits, he writes earneftly to Ormond to conclude a peace upon certain 
conditions mentioned, much inferior to thofe granted by Glamorgan, 
and to come over himfelf with all the Irifli he could engage in his i'cr- 
vice. Carte, vol.iii.No. 400. This would have been a great atofurdity, if he 
had already fixed a different canal, by which, on very different condi- 
tions, hepurpofed to cftablifh a peace. On the lid of October, as his 
diftrcfTes multiply, he fomewhat enlarges the conditions, though they 
ftil! fall fliort of Glamorgan's. A new abfurdity ! See Carte, vol. iii. p. 
411. (5.) But what is equivalent to a demonftration, that Glamorgan, 
was confeious that he had no powers to conclude a treaty on thefe 
terms, or without confulting the lord lieutenant, and did not even ex- 
pect that the king would ratify the articles, is the defeazauce which he 
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fave to the Irifli council at the time of figning the treaty. " The carl 
" of Glamorgan does no way intend hereby to oblige his majefty othef 
" than he himfelf fhall pleafe, after he has received thefe 10,000 men as 
" a pledge and teftimony of the faid Roman catholics loyalty and fideli- 
" ty to his majefty ; yet he promifes faithfully, upon his word and ho- 
*' nour, not to acquaint his majefty with this defeazance, till he had 
" endeavoured, as far as in him lay, to induce his majefty to the grant- 
" ing of the particulars in the faid articles ■ But that done, thte faid 
" commiffidners difcharge the faid earl of Glamorgan, both in honour 
" and confeience, of any farther engagement to them therein ; though 
*' his majefty fhould not be pleafed to grant the faid particulars in the 
" articles mentioned ; the faid earl having given them afrbrance, upon 
*' his word, honour, and voluntary oath, that he would never, to any 
" pcrfon, whatfoever, difcover this defeazance in the interim without 
" their confents." Dr. Birch, p. 96. All Glamorgan's view was to get 
troops for the king's fervice without hurting his own honour or his 
mafter's. The wonder only is, why the Irifli accepted of a treaty, which 
bound nobody, and which the veVy perfon who concludes it t feems to 
cOnfefs he does not expect to be ratified. They probably hoped that 
the king would from their fervices, be more eafily induced to ratify a 
treaty which was concluded, than to content to its conclufion. (6.) I 
might add that the lord lieutenant's concurrence in the treaty was the 
moie requifite ; becaufe without it the treaty could not be carried into 
execution by Glamorgan, nor the Irifh troops be tranfported into Eng>- 
land : And even with Ormond's concurrence, it clearly appears, that a 
treaty, fo ruinous to the proteftant religion in Ireland, could not be ex« 
cuted in oppolition to the zealous proteftants of that kingdom. No one 
can doubt of this truth, who perufes Ormond's correfpondence in mr. 
Carte. The king was fufficiently apprized of this difficulty. It appears 
indeed to be the only reafon why Ormond objected to the granting of 



Dr. Birch, in p. 360, has publifheda letter of the king's to Glamor- 
gan, where he fays, " Howbeit I know you cannot but be confident of 
*' my making good all inftnivltions and promifes to you and the nuncio." 
But it is to be remarked, that this letter is dated in April 5, 1646 ; after 
there had been a new negociation entered into between Glamorgan and the 
Irifli, and after a provifional treaty had even been concluded between 
them. See Dr. Birch, p. 179. The king's affurances, therefore, can 
plainly relate only to this recent tranfa&ion, The old treaty had long 
oten difavowed by the king, andfuppofed by all parties to be annulled. 



OALMONET, Ludlow, «ollis, &c. all thefe efpccially the laft, being 
V the declared inveterate enemies of Cromwel, are the more to be 
credited, when they advance any faft, which may ferve to apologize 
for his violent and criminal conduct. There prevails a (lory, that Crom- 
wel intercepted a letter written to the queen, where the king faid, that 
he would firft raifc and then deftroy Cromwel. But, bclidcs that this 
«ondui5\ fecms to contradict the character of the king, it is, on other 
accounts, totally unworthy of credit. It is firft told by Roger Coke, a 
vcrv pahionate and foolifh hiftorian, who wrote too fo late as king Wil- 
liam's reign ; and even he mentions it only as a mere rumour or hearfay, 
■without any known foundation. In the memoirs of lord Broghill, wc 
meet with another ftory of an intercepted letter which defcrves fomc 
more attention, and agrees very well with the narration here given. It 
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" Lord Orrery, in the time of his greatnefs with Cromwel, juft after h4 
f< had lb feafonably relieved him in his great diftrefs at Clomell, rid- 
** ing out of Youghall one day with him and Irefoil, they fill into dif* 
* courfe about the king's death. Cromwel thereupon faid more than 
" once that if the kinjj had followed his own judgment, and had been 
rt attended by none but trufty fervants, he had fooled them all ; and 
" that once they had a mind to have clofed with him ; but, upon fome- 
" thing that happened, fell off from thatdefign. Orrery finding them in. 
" good humour, and being alone with them, afked, if he might pre- 
'• fume to defire to know-, why they would once have clofed with his 
" majefty, and why they did not? Cromwel very freely told him, he 
" would fatisfy him in both his queries. The reafon (fays he) why we 
" would have clofed with the king was this : We found that tha Scotch 
" and prefbyterian's began to be more powerful than we, and were like- 
" ly to agree with him. and leave us in the lurch. For this reafon we 
" thought it heft to prevent them> by offering firft to come in upon rea- 
" fonable conditions-. But whilffour thoughts were taken up with this 
" fubjeet, there came a letter to us from one of our fpies, who was of 
" the king's bedchamber, acquainting us, that our final doom was de- 
" treed that very day; that he could not poffibly learn what it wasj 
" but we might difcover it, if we could but intercept a letter fent from 
" the king to the queen, wherein he informed her of his refolution ; that 
" this letter was fown up in the fkirt of a faddle, and the bearer of it 
" would come with the faddle upon his head, about ten of the clock 
a that night to the Blue Boar in Holborn, where he was to take horfe 
" for Dover. The meffenger knew nothing of the letter in the faddlt-, 
" though fome in Dover did. We were at Windfor (faid Cromwel) 
" when we received this letter, and immediately upon the receipt of itj 
" Ireton and I refolved to take one trufty fellow with us, and to go in 
" troopers' habits to that inn. We did fo ; and leaving our man at the 
" gate of the inn (which had a wicket only open to let perfons in and 
" out), to watch and give us notice when any man came in with a fad- 
" die, we went into a drinking ftall. We there continued drinking cans 
" ef beer till about ten of the clock, when our centinel at the gate gave 
■ us notice that the man with the faddle was come. We rofe up pre- 
" fently, and juft as the man was leading out his horfe faddled, we 
" came up to him with drawn fwords, and told him we were to fearch 
" all that went in and out there ; but as he looked like an honeft man, 
" we would only fearch his faddle, and fo difmifs him. The faddle was 
'* ungirt ; we carried it into the ftall where we had been drinking^ and 
" ripping open one of the fkirts, we there found the letter we wanted. 
" Having thus got it into our hands, we delivered the man (whom wc 
" had left with our centinel) his faddle, told him he was an honeft 
" fellow, and bid him go about his bufinefs; which he did* purfuing 
" his journey without more ado> and ignorant of the harm hehadfuf- 
" fered. We found in the letter, that his majefty acquainted thequeen, 
" that he was courted by both factions, the Scotch prefbyterians and 
u the army; and that thofe which bade the faireft for him fliould have 
" him: But yet he thought he fhould clofe with the Scots fooner than 
" with the other. Upon this we returned to Windfor; and finding wc 
" were not like to have good terms from the king, we from that time 
" vowed his deftruiltion." *' This relation fuiting well enough with 
" other paffages and circumftances at this time, I have inferted to £ra» 
" tify the reader's curiofity." Carte's Ormond, vol. ii. p. 14. 
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NOTE [MM], p. 2to. 



>"pHESE are the words; " Laneric, I wonder to hear (if that be true) 
that fome of my friends fay, that my going to Jerfey would have 
«' much more furthered my perfonal treaty, than my coming thither, 
" for which, as I fee no colour of reafon, fo I had not been here, if I 
<; had thought that fancy true, or had not been fecured of a perfonal 
" treaty ; of which I neither do, nor I hope will repent. For I amdai- 
" ly more and more fatitfied with the governor, and find thefe iflanders 
" very good, peaceable and quiet people. This encouragement I have 
thought not unfit for you to receive, hoping at leaft it may do good 
" upon others, though rieedlefs to you." Burnet's Memoirs of Hamil- 
ton, p», 3»6« See alfo Ruihworth, part 4. vol. ii. p. 94'- All the writer* 
of that age, except Clarendon, reprefent the king's going to the ifle of 
Wight as voluntary and intended, Peihaps the king thought it little for 
his credit, to be trepanned into this meafure, and was more willing to 
take it oa himfelf as entirely voluntary. Perhaps he thought it would 
encourage his friends, if they thought him in a fituation which was not 
difagrceablc to hira. 



NOTE [NN], p. 23J. 



THE king compofed a letter to the prince, in which he related the 
whole courfe of ihis tranfa&ion, and accompanied his narrative 
with fcvcral wife, as well as pathetical, reflections and advices. The 
words with which he concluded the letter are remarkable. By what 
" hath been faid, you fee how long 1 have laboured in the fearch of 
" peace : Do not you be difheartened to tread in the fame fteps. Ufe 
" all worthy means ta rcftore yourfelf to your fights, but prefer the 
" way of peace: Show th,; grcatnefs of your mind, rather to conquer 
" your enemies by pardoning, than by punifhing. If you faw how un- 
" manly and unchriflian the implacable i.ifpofition is in our ill withers, 
" you would avoid that fpirit. Cenfure me not for having parted with 
" fo much of our right. The price was great ; but the commodity 
" was, fecurity to us, peace to our people. And I am confident, that 
" another parliament would renumber, how ufeful a king's power is to 
" a people's liberty : of how much power I diverted myfelf, that I and 
" they might meet once again in a parliamentary way, in order to agree 
" the bounds of prince and people. Give belief to my experience, never 
" to afFcift more greatneft or prerogative, than what is really and in- 
" trinfically for the good of the fubje&s, not the fatisfaclion of favour- 
" ites. If you thus ufe it, you will never want means to be a father to 
" all, and a bountiful prince to any, whom you incline to be extraor- 
" dinarily gracious to. You mav perceive that all men cntruft their 
" trcafure where it returns them intercfl ; and if a prince, like the fea, 
" receive and repay all the frelli llreams, which therivcis entruft with 
" him, they will not grudge, but pride thcmfelves, to make him up an 
" ocean. Thefe confiderations may make you as great a prince as your 
" father is a low one ; and your ftate may be fo much the more efta- 
1 ' blilhcd, as mine hath been fhaksn. For our fubje&s have learned, I 
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" dare fay, that vi&ories over their princes are but triumphs over 
" themfelves, and fo will more unwillingly hearken to changes hereaf- 
" ter. The Englifli nation are a fober people, however, at prefent in? 
" fatuated. I know not but this may be the laft time I may fpeak to 
" you or the world publickly. I am TenCble into what hands I am fal- 
" len; and yet, I blefs God, I have thofe inward refrefhnicnts which 
" the malice of my enemies cannot perturb. I have learned to be bufy 
" myfelf, by retiring into myfelf; and therefore can the better digtfl 
" whatever befals me, not doubting but God's providence will reftrain 
" our enemies power, and turn their fiercenefs into his praife. To con- 
" elude, if God give you fuccefs, ufe it humbly, and be ever far from 
'• revenge. If he reftorc you to your right on hard conditions, whatever 
" you promife keep. Thefe men who have, violated laws which they 
** were bound to preferve, will find their triumphs full of trouble. But 
u do not you think any thing in the world , worth attaining by foul and 
uujuft means." 



NOTE [OO], p. 249. 



r J^HE imputation of infincerity on Charles I. like moll party cla~ 
mours, is difficult to be removed ; though it may not here be impro- 
per to fay fomething with regard to it. I fhall firft remark, that this impu- 
tation feems to be of a later growth than his own age; and, that even 
fail enemies, though they loadedhim with many calumnies, gjdnot infifton 
this accufation. Ludlow, I think, is almoft the only parliamentarian who 
imputes that vice to him; and how paffionate a writer he is, muft be 
obvious to every one." Neither Clarendon, nor any other of the royal- 
ifts, ever juftify him from infincerity ; as not fuppofing that he had ever 
been acculed of it. In the fecond place, his deportment and character 
in common life was free from that vice : He was referved, diftant, ftatc- 
ly, cold in his addrefs, plain in his difcourfc, inflexible in his princi- 
ples; wide of the carelling, intinuating manncrsof his fon ; or the pro- 
feffing, talkative humour of his father. The imputation of infincerity 
muft- be grounded- on fome of his public acTrions, which we are therefore 
in the third place to examine. The following are the only inftances 
which I find cited to confirm that accufation. fl.} His vouching Buck- 
ingham's narrativo of the tranfactions in Spain. But it is evident, that 
Charles himfelf was deceived ; Why otherwife did he quarrel with 
Spain ? The following is a paflage of a letter from lord Kenfington, am- 
baffkdor in France, to the duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, p. 318. 11 But 
" his highnefs (the prince) had obferved as great a weaknefs and folly 
" as that, in that, after they (the Spaniards) had ufed him fo ill, they 
" would fuffer him to depart, which was one of the firft fpeeches he ut- 
" tcred after he came into the fhip : But did he fay fo? laid the queen 
" (of France.) Yes madam. I will allure you, quoth he, from the wit- 
** nefs of mine own ears. She fmiled, and replied, indeed I hejird he 
" was ufed ill. So he was, anfwered I, but not in his entertainment ; 
" for that was as fplcndidas that country could afford it ; but in their 
" frivolous delays, and in the unreafonable condition which they'pro- 
u pounded and preffed, upon the advantage they had of hie princely 
" perfon-" [2.]Bifhop Burnet, in his hillory of the houfe-ef Hamilton , 
p. 154. has preferved a letter of the king's to the Scptfifh bifhops, in 
which hedefircs them not to be prefent at the paphamcnt, where they 
would be forced to ratify the abolition of their own order; " For," adds 
the king, " we do hereby allure you, that it fliill be ftill one of our chicC-. 
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M eft ftudie6 h*w to rectify and eflablifh the government of that churcu- 
u aright, and to repair your lofl'es, which we defire you tn be moft coij«. 
" fident of." And in another place, " You may reft fecure that though 
" perhaps we may give way for the prefent to that which will be pre- 
*' judicial both to the church and our own government ; yet we fhali 
" not leave thinking in time how to remedy both." But docs the king 
fay, that he will arbitrarily revoke his conceffions? Does not candour 
require U9 rather to fuppofc, that he hoped that his authority would fo 
far recover, as to enable him to obtain the national content to relinquifli 
epifcopacy, which he believed fo material a part of religion at well as 
government? It is not eafy indeed to think how he could hope to ef- 
fect thispurpofe in any other way than his father had taken, that is, by 
confenr of parliament. [3 ] There is a paffage in Lord Clarendon, 
where it is faid, that the king affented the more eafily to the bill, which 
excluded the bifhops from the houfe of peers ; becaufe he thought, that 
that law, being ena&edby force, could not be valid. Bnrthe king cer- 
tainly rcafoned right in that conclusion. Three-fourths of the temporal 
peers were at that time banifhed by the violence of the populace. 
Twelve bifhops were unjuftly thrown into the Tower by the commons. 
Great numbers of the commons themfelves were kept away by fear or 
violenae. The king himfelf was chafed from London.. If all this be not 
force, there is. no fuch thing. But this fcrupleofthe king's affe<Sb only 
the bifhops bill, and. that againft prefCng. The other conftitutional 
laws had paffed without the leaft appearance of violence, as did indeed; 
all the bills paffed during the firft year, except Strafford's attainder,, 
which could not be recalled. The parliament, therefore, even if they 
had known the king's fentimcntj in this particular* could not, en that 
account, have had any juft foundation of jealoufy. [4.] The king's let- 
ter intercepted at Nafeby, has been the fource of much clamour. We 
have fpoken of it already in chap, Iviii. Nothing is more ufeful in all 
public tranfjottons than fuch diftincKons. After the death of Charles 
II. of Spain, king William's ambaffadors gave the duke of Anjou, the 
title of king of Spain. Yet at the very time king William was fecretly 
forming alliances to dethrone him ; And foon after refufed him that ti- 
tle, and infilled (as he had rcafon) that he Lid not acknowledged hit 
right. Yet king William juftly paffes for a very fincere prince ; and this 
t ran faction is not rcgardtd r.s any objection to his character in that 
particular. In all the nagociations at the peace of Ryfwic, the French 
atnbaffadors always addreffed king William, as king of England ; vet it 
■was made an expxefs article of the treaty, that the French king fliould: 
acknowledge him as fuch. Such a palpable difference is there between 
giving a title to a prince, and pofitivclv recognizing his right to. it. I, 
may add, that Charles when he infertcd that protection in the coun- 
cil-books before his council, liircly thought he had rcafon to jiiftify his, 
cohducL There were too many men of honour in tha8 company to 
avow a palpable cheat. To which we may fubjoin, that, if men were 
at much difpofed to judge of (his prince's actions with candor as feve- 
rity, this precaution of entering a proteft in his council-books might ra- 
ther pafs for a proof of fcrupulons honor; leaft he fliould afterwards 
be reproached with breach of his word, when be fliould think proper 
again to declare the affemlvly at Wcftminfter no parliament, (j.) 
The denying of his commillion to Glamorgan is another inftancc which 
has been cited. This matter has been already treated in a note to chap- 
ter Iviii. That tranfaiStion was entirely innocent. Even if the king had 
given acommiffion to Glamorgan to conclude the treaty, and had rati- 
fied it, will any re afonable man, in our age, think it (Irange, that, in 
order to lave his own life, hU crown, his family, his friends, and his 
patty, he lhould make a treaty with Papifts, and grant them very large 
concelTions for their religion. (6.) There is another of the king's in- 
tercepted letters to the queen commonly mentioned; where it is pre- 
tended, he talked of railing and then defrroying Cromwel. But that 
flury iiands on no manner of foundation, as we have obferved in a pre- 
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ceding note to this chapter. In a word, the parliament, after the com- 
mencement of their violences, and frill more, after beginning the civil 
war, had reafons for their fcruples and jealoufies, founded on the very 
nature of their fituation, and on the general propenfity of the human 
mind; not on any fault of the king's character; who was candid, fin- 
cere, upright ; as much as any man whom we meet with in hiflory. 
Perhaps, it would be difficult to find another character fo unexception- 
able in this particular. 

As to the other circumftances of Charles's character, chiefly exclaim- 
ed againft, namely, his arbitrary principles in government, one may 
ventuce to affert, that the greateft enemies of this prince will not find 
in the long line of his predeccflbrs, from the conquefl to his time, any 
one king, except perhaps his father, whole admjniltration was not more 
arbitrary and lefs legal, or whofe conduct could have been recommen- 
ded to htm, by the popular party themfelves, as a model, in Lhis par- 
ticular, for his govt rnment. Nor is it fufficient to fay, that example and 
precedent can never authorife vices : Examples and precedents, uni- 
form and ancient, can furely fix the nature of any conftitution, and 
the limits of any form of government. There is indeed no ether princi- 
ple by which thofe land marks or boundaries can be fettled. 

What a paradox in human affairs, that Henry VIII. fliould have 
been almoft adored in his life-time and his memory be refpedted: 
While Charles I. fliould, by the fame people, at no greater diftance 
than a century, have been led to a public and ignominious execution, 
and his name be ever after purfued by falfehood and by obloquy ! Even 
at prefent, an hiftorian, who, prompted by his courageous generofity, 
fliould venture, though from the moft authentic and undifputed facts, 
to vindicate the fame of that prince, would be fure to meet with fuch 
treatment, as would difcourage even the boldeft from fo dangerous, 
however fplendid an entcrprife. 



NOTE [PP"1, p. 262. 



THE following inftance of extravagance is given by Walker, In I»V 
Hiflory of Independency, Part 11. p. 151- About this time there 
came fix foldiers into the psrifh church of Walton upon Thames, near 
twilight : Mr. Fauchet, the preacher there, not having till then ended 
his fermon. One of the foldiers had a lanthorn in his hand, and a can- 
dle burning in it, and in the other hand four candles not lighted. He 
defired the parifhoners to ftay a while, faying he had a meffage from 
God unto them, and thereupon offered to go into the pulpit. But 
the people refufing to give him leave fo to do, or to ftay in the church, 
he went into the church-yard, and there told them that he had a vifroa 
wherein he had received a command from God to deliver his will unto 
them, which he was to deliver, and they to receive upon pain of dam- 
nation ; confiding of five lights. (1.) ,( That the fab bath was abo- 
" lilhcd as unneceffary, Jewifli, and merely ceremonial. And here 
" (quoth he) I fliould put out thi firft light, but the wind is fo high 
"1 cannot kindle it. (2.) That tithes are aboli filed as Jewifli and 
" ceremonial, a great burthen to the faints of God, and a difcourage- 
*' ment of induftry and tillage. And here I fliould put out my fecond 
<« light, &c. (3.) That minifters are aboliflied as antichriftian, and 
« of no longer life, now Chrift himfelf defcends into the hearts of 
" his faints, and his fpirit enlightcnelh them with revelations and in- 
spirations. And htre I fliould put out my third light, &c. (4.) 
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" Magiftrates are abolifhed as ufelefs, now that Chrift himfelf is in., 
" purity amongft us, and hath eredted the kingdom of the faints upon 
" earth. Befides, they are tyrants and oppreffors of the liberty of the 
" faints, and tie them to laws and ordinances, mere human inventions. 
" And here I fhould put out my fourth light, &c. (5.) Then putting 
his hand into his pocket, and pulling out a little bible, he fhewed it 
" open to the people, faying, Here is a book you have in great vene- 

* ration, confiding of two parts> the old and new teftament : I mull 

* tell you it is abolifhed : it containeth beggarly rudiments,, milk for 
" babes ; But now (Thrift is in glory amongft us, and imparts a farther 
" meafure of his fpirit to his faints than this can afford, I am com- 
" manded to burn it before your face. Then putting out the candle 
" he faid, and here my fifth light is extinguifhed." It became a pretty 
common doctrine at that time, that it was unworthy of a chriftian 
man to pay rent to his fellow-creatures ; and landlords were obliged 
to ufe all the penalties of law againft their tenants, whofe confcienct 
wa» fcrupuloui. 



NOTE [QpJ. p. 291; 



WHEN the earl of Derby was alive, he had been fummoned by 
Ireton to furrender the ifle of Man ; and he returned this fpi- 
rited and memorable anfwer : " I received your letter with indigna- 
" tion, and with fcorn return you this anfwer ; that I cannot but won- 
" der whence you fhould gather any hopes, that I fhould prove like 
" you, treacherous to my fovereign ; fince you cannot be ignorant of 
" my former actions in his late majefty's fervice, from which princi- 
" pies of loyalty lam no whit departed. I fcorn your proffers ; I cHf- 
" dain your favour; I abhor your treafon : and am i"o far from deli- 
" verng up this ifiand to your advantage, that 1 fhall keep it to the 
" utmoft of my power to your deftru&ion. Take this for your final 
" anfwer, and forbear any farther folicitations ; for if you trouble me 
" with any more meffages of this nature, I will burn the paper and 
" hang up the bearer. This is the immutable refolution, and fhall 
" be the undoubted practice of him, who accounts it his chiefeft glo- 
" ry to be his majefty's mod loyal and obedient fubjedl, 

- DERBY." 



NOTE [RRj, p. 293. 



JT had been a ufual policy of the prefbyterian ecclcfiafh'cs to fettle a 
chaplain in the great families, who a&cd as a fpy upon his mafter, 
and gave them intelligence of the moft private tranfactions and difcour- 
fesof thg family. A fignalinftanceof pricftly tyranny, and the fubjec- 
tion of the nobility! They even obliged the ftrvants to give intelli- 
gence againft their mailers. Whitlockc,. p. 502. The fame author, p. 
512, tells the following flory. The fynod meeting at Perth, and citing 
the minifters and people, who had expreffed a diflike of their heavenly 
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government, the men being out of the way, their wives relblved to an- 
fwerfor them. And, on the day of appearance, 120 women with good 
Clubs in their handsj came and befiegcd the church, where the reve- 
rend minifters fat. They fent one of their number to treat with the fe- 
males, and he threatening excommunication, they halted him for his la- 
bour, kept him prifoner, and fent a party of 60, who routed the reft of 
the clergy, bruifed their bodies forely, took all their baggage and 1% 
horfej. One of the minifters, after a mile's running, taking all creatures 
for his foes, meeting with a foldier, fell on his knees, who knowing 
■nothing of the matter, afked the blockhead what he meant ? The female 
conquerors, having laid hold on th« fynod clerk, beat him till he for* 
fwore his office. Thirteen minifters rallied about four miles from the 
place, and voted that thii village ihould never more have a fynod in it, 
but be accurfed ; and that though in the years 1638 and 39, the godly 
■women were cried up for (toning the billiops, yet now the whole fe* 
fliould be efteerucd wicked. 



NOTE [SS], p. 334. 



A BOUT this time an accident had almoft robbed the protector Of 
his life, and faved his enemies the trouble of all their machinations. 
Having got lis fine Friefland coach-horfes as a prefent from the count 
of Oldenburgh, he undertook for his amufement to drive them about 
Hyde-park ; his fecretary, Thurloe, being in the coach. The horfes were 
ftartled and ran away. He was unable to command them or keep the 
dox. He fell upon the pole, was dragged upon the ground for fome time ; 
a piftol, which he carried in his pocket, went off; and by that Angu- 
lar good fortune, which ever attended him, he was taken up without any 
•opfiderable hurt or bruife. 



NOTE [TT], p. 378. 



AFTER Monk's declaration for a free parliament on the I Ith of Fe- 
bruary, he could mean nothing but the king's reftoration : Yet it 
was long before he would open himfelf even to the king. This declara- 
tion was within eight days after his arrival in London. Had he ever 
intended to have fet up for himfelf, he would not furely have fo foon 
abandoned a project fo inviting : He would have taken fome ftepsj 
which would have betrayed it. It could only have been fome difappoint- 
ment, fome fruftrated attempt, which ceuld have made him renounce 
the road of private ambition. But there is not the leaft fymptom of fuch 
intentions. The ftory told ml fir Anthony Afhley Cooper, by mr. Locke, 
has not any appearance of truth. See lord Lanfidown's vindication, and 
Philips'* continuation of Baker. I {hall add to what thofe authors have 
advanced, that cardinal Mazarine wifhed for the king's reftorationj 
though he would not have ventured much to hare procured it. 
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NOTE |VV], p. 455- 



THE articles were, that he had advifed the king to gbvern by mili- 
tary power without parliaments, that he had affirmed the king to 
he a pa pi ft or popiflily affected, that he had received great fums of mo- 
ney for procuring the Canary patent and other illegal patents, that he 
had ad viled and procured di vers of his majefty 's fubjedts to be imprifon- 
cd againft law, in remote iflands and garrifons, thereby to prevent their 
having the benefit of the law ; that he had procured the cuftoms to be 
farmed atunder rates ; that he had received great fums from the Vintners" 
company, for allowing them to inhance the price of wines; that he had 
in a fliort time gained a greater eftate than could have been fuppofed to 
arife from the profits of his offices ; that he had introduced an arbitrary 
government into his majefty 's plantations ; that he had rejected a pro- 
pofal for the prefervation of Nevis and St. Chriftopher's, which was the 
occalion of great loffes in thofe parts ; that when he was in his majefty 's 
fervice beyond fea, he held a correfpondence with Cromwel and his ac- 
complices ; tha* he advifed the fale of Dunkirk; that he had unduly al- 
tered letters patent under the king's feal, that he had unduly decided 
caufes ia council, which fhould have been brought before chancery ; 
that he had ifTucd quo warrantos againft corporations with an intention 
Of fqueczing money from them ; that he had taken money for paffing the 
bill of fettlement in Ireland ; that hebetrayed the nation in all foreign 
treaties ; and that he was the principal advifcr of dividing the fleet in 
Juue 1666. 
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